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Lauren Willig talk & signing, p.22
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Mary Kay Andrews mingle, p.22

15

Gwinnett/AWC BookFest, p7
(no meeting this month)

22

Laurel Snyder mingle, p23

27

Nury Crawford talk, p23

2029

Reinhardt Reading and Writing, p25
LONDON — The two men who run London’s only floating
bookstore, Word on the Water, are living proof that there really is
something you can do in life with an English lit degree, other than
teach English literature.
The store — a 50-foot-long canalboat stuffed to its bulkheads and
overflowing onto the towpath with books — has a permanent
berth on the Regent’s Canal, around the corner from the British
Library. This comes after years of its owners staying one step
ahead of eviction from the canals, by relocating fortnightly.
NY Times 11/29/17

http://www.facebook.com/people/Atlanta-WritersClub/100000367043383
http://twitter.com/atlwritersclub
The Atlanta Writers Club
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June 2019 eQuill
June 15 AWC Event: Inaugural BookFest Gwinnett Book Festival, a celebration of
diversity sponsored by the Atlanta Writers Club.
For the first time in the Atlanta Writers Club’s 105-year history, we will host a book
festival, BookFest Gwinnett (BFG), free and open to the public, at the Norcross
Cultural Arts and Community Center on June 15 from
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Full details at http://bookfestgwinnett.org/
NOTE: no AWC meeting this month
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The President's column
HELPING OTHER WRITERS
When I was a kid, I envied my best friend because he always knew what he wanted to be when
he grew up. He envisioned himself as a doctor and remains one today, while I stumbled around
and ended up as a project manager. I didn’t discover my calling until age 35.
If you’re guessing “writer,” you’d be wrong. I’ve always written—at age six, I was writing plays
for my stuffed animals to act out, to entertain my siblings—but writing has never galvanized me
the way helping other writers does. I discovered this about myself when I was introduced to the
Atlanta Writers Club (AWC) and started to volunteer to help it return to prominence in the metro
literary community (https://atlantawritersclub.org/about-awc/our-history/).
Since my first presidential term (2004-2007), I’d often joked that I was the “once-and-future
president,” because I knew this day would come again. Every volunteer organization has its
diehards, the true believers willing to step in whenever there’s a need. I have no choice: the AWC
must continue to thrive because my best friends are all here and helping them and our other 950+
members is my mission.
For the past decade, I’ve devoted myself to running the Atlanta Writers Conference, which
has attracted members across the country and from spots around the world. Fortunately, I can
still do this and function as president because I’m supported by a team of like-minded, passionate

volunteers. None of us gets paid for annually donating thousands of hours, in aggregate, to make
the AWC the supportive, special community it is. We could be writing many more books, articles,
essays, plays, etc. with that time, but instead we’re donating it to a cause we believe in.
However, our current group of volunteers can’t do this forever. If the AWC you love—or, for
the new members, will come to love—is going to grow and serve even more writers and do more
for the metro literary community at large, we need your help.
On the next page, you’ll find details about the volunteer positions we must fill to keep moving
forward. If you’re not able to serve at this moment, I hope you’ll contribute when you can. But if
you’re ready to join me and our other volunteers now on our mission to keep the AWC strong,
please write to me at George@AtlantaWritersClub.org – and thank you!

George Weinstein is the AWC President, Atlanta Writers
Conference Director, and author of five novels; his sixth one will be
published in November 2019 (www.GeorgeWeinstein.com).

The Atlanta Writers Club
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How to get involved
We Need Volunteers at Every Level and in Every Capacity
•

Apprentices for each Board position:

The Atlanta Writers Club



President – help us organize and run our events, help interact with the public at events
to tell potential members about the AWC, and recruit the next generation of members



Programs – help us identify, recruit, and shepherd meeting and workshop speakers, to
give our members continued access to the best lessons about the craft and business of
writing



Treasurer – help us establish budgets and stay up to date on our accounting and
nonprofit tax filings



Marketing & PR – help us get the word out about upcoming AWC activities via social
media, other online organs, print, and at physical locations, and find opportunities for
our published members to establish and grow their fan base



Memberships – help us reach out to new and renewing members to thank them,
help connect members writing in the same genre, follow up with non-renewing
members so we can improve our services, and interact with potential members
through social media and in the community.



Operations – help us recruit and follow up with volunteers for our meetings and
workshops, book festivals, and other events



Websites – help us keep our online presence up to date and inviting



Contests, Awards & Scholarships – help us recruit and work with judges, follow up
with member submissions, produce awards, and work with Georgia State University to
select the annual scholarship recipient



Atlanta Writers Conference Director – help us identify future agents, editors, and
speakers and prepare materials needed during the two days of each conference
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involved, cont.
•

Check-in help for members, greeters for first-time guests, and mixer-organizers for each
meeting and periodic workshop

•

Critique group leaders all over metro Atlanta to form and welcome AWC members who want
to improve their writing and help others do the same

•

BookFest Gwinnett (June 15):


Room monitors to help seat attendees and provide timekeeping for speakers



Welcome table assistants to hand out programs, check in RSVPs, and offer AWC
brochures



Booksigning & Green Room attendants to interface with guest speakers and
moderators



Parking lot organizers to ensure guests and attendees know where to go



Book festival organizers for 2020 to help us recruit a new slate of great speakers,
secure a venue, and produce an awesome event for the metro area

•

Decatur Book Festival booth attendees to recruit potential new members and AWC Track
management to ensure panel discussions start and end on time and run smoothly

•

Twice-yearly conference timekeepers and registration assistants to help us keep our agent/
editor meetings with participants on time and running smoothly and to check in arriving
participants and get them oriented with their activity schedule and the venue layout

•

GSU interface for auditorium and A/V reservations to make sure our meetings start on time
and run smoothly

If you are interested in any of these opportunities to assist the Atlanta Writers Club, or have
questions before you commit, please contact AWC President George Weinstein at
George@AtlantaWritersClub.org — and thank you for your desire to help your fellow writers!

The Atlanta Writers Club
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RSVP, Volunteer for & Sponsor BFG
Be Sure to RSVP
The Atlanta Writers Club will host our first-ever book festival for the public—BookFest Gwinnett (BFG)—at
the Norcross Cultural Arts and Community Center on June 15, 2019, from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. BFG features
four stages—main, writers workshops, young adult, and children’s—and will welcome Kenny Leon, Tayari
Jones, and 25 other presenters and moderators. Spots are beginning to fill up, so be sure to RSVP for the
talks you and any guests want to attend at http://bookfestgwinnett.org/
Volunteers Needed for BookFest Gwinnett

Before and/or after you see the talks for which you’ve RSVP’d, please give us a helping hand!
We are seeking still volunteers in the following areas:
Welcome/information Desk Volunteer
These volunteers provide the day’s schedules to attendees and offer AWC brochures to interested parties, AWC mailing list
sign-ups, Gwinnett Library brochures and mailing list sign-ups, and any brochures the City of Norcross wants to provide. 10:30noon, 11:45-1:45, 3:45-6:00

Seating Coordinators - Main Stage
Assist attendees with finding and filling all open seats and help those with disabilities with seats
or wheelchair spaces at the end of designated rows. 11:45-1:45, 1:45-3:45, 3:45-6:00
Green Room Coordinator
Ensure the presenters and moderators waiting for their time on stage have the refreshments they
want and don’t need any assistance. 10:30-noon, 11:45-1:45, 1:45-3:45, 3:45-6:00

Book Signings Coordinator
Ensure the presenters signing books have the refreshments they want and don’t need any
assistance. 9:30-10:30, 1030-11:45, 11:45-1:45, 3:00-6:00
Parking Lot Coordinator
Direct festival attendees from off-site parking lots to the Norcross Cultural Arts Center. 9:30-11:30, 10:30-Noon, 11:45-1:45,
1:45-3:45, 3:45-6:00

This is an important event for the Atlanta Writers Club, and its success will rely heavily upon the full participation of its members. If you
are interested in volunteering to fill any of these roles, please email AWC Operations VP Jill-Cox-Cordova at
jill.coxcordova@gmail.com.
Sponsorship Opportunities Still Available
Individual contributions to help fund BookFest Gwinnett are welcomed (a big thank you to AWC member Martha Boone and
Sweetgrass Integrative Counseling and Therapy for their support!). Perks for your contribution range from your name on the program
we'll distribute on June 15th to reserved seating for the Main Stage talks, free signed books, and free tickets to Kenny Leon's True
Colors Theatre. If you're interested in sponsorship levels, please contact the AWC's Ron Aiken at ron@hraiken.com by June 3rd.
Our inaugural BFG is made possible because of many months of voluntary effort by AWC members Ron Aiken, Mike Brown,
Valerie Connors, Jill Cox-Cordova, and Clay Ramsey. We appreciate your contributions!

The Atlanta Writers Club
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awc calendar
JUNE 15 BOOKFEST GWINNETT
Norcross Cultural Arts & Community
Center, 10 College St NW, Norcross,
GA 30071
Inaugural Atlanta Writers Club/
Gwinnett County Book Festival
NOTE: no AWC meeting
this month

JULY 20 WORKSHOP
(AWC members only) Alpharetta
Branch Library, 10 Park Plaza,
Alpharetta, GA 30009
Jill Anderson: Creating/improving
Your Author Website

AUGUST 17
1st Guest Speaker – Deborah
LeBlanc (Write what you know…
or not)

2nd Guest Speakers – Lois Reitzes &
John Lemley (Music in literature &
literature in music)

SEPTEMBER 21
1st Guest Speaker – Dana Ridenour
(Writing The Series Character)
2nd Guest Speaker – Tony Grooms
(Topic: TBD)

OCTOBER 5 WORKSHOP
(AWC Members Only)
Man Martin: Beginnings and Story
Structure/Plotting

OCTOBER 19
1st Guest Speaker – Steve
McCondichie (Publishing)
2nd Guest Speaker – Michael
Ludden (Know What You’re
Writing About)

OCTOBER 25-26
Atlanta Writers Conference,
Westen Atlanta Airport Hotel,
4736 Best Rd., Atlanta, GA 30337

NOVEMBER 16
1st Guest Speaker – William Walsh
(The Craft of Writing Fiction)
2nd Guest Speakers – Director José
Acosta, Screenwriter Charlotte
Stauffer, and Actor Keith Brooks
(From Screenplay to Shooting
Script to Film)

DECEMBER 21
Alpharetta Branch Library,
10 Park Plaza, Alpharetta, GA 30009
1st Guest Speaker – TBD
2nd Guest Speaker – TBD

All events at GSU-Dunwoody auditorium unless
otherwise noted
The Atlanta Writers Club
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May meeting photos
by Phil Fasone

Incoming/Outgoing
Presidential Cup
Ceremony

Incoming President George Weinstein

The Atlanta Writers Club

2nd Speaker Paul Newton

1st Speaker Judy Goldman
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Opportunity for Authors
Public Speaking & Book-selling Opportunity for Authors

The Seniors Enriched Living (SEL / www.SELRoswellGA.org)
nonprofit in Roswell, GA will offer 8-week classes this fall,
including one to be presented by authors about their
development as writers, the various paths they’ve chosen to
publish and sell their work, and the lessons they have learned
(and are learning) about the craft and business of writing along
the way.
SEL will select 8 different authors, to provide a different voice for each week of this
class, and is seeking the full spectrum of fiction genres and nonfiction topics. The
organization will highlight the selected authors’ profiles, websites, and books in their
electronic newsletter prior to each weekly talk.
The classes will be held on successive Thursdays afternoons, from September 19th to
November 7th, at the Dodson Youth Center on the campus of Roswell United
Methodist Church, 814 Mimosa Blvd., Roswell, GA 30075.
The author on a given week will arrive by 11:45 and be treated to lunch with participants
of all classes (typically more than 300 people combined register for SEL’s fall classes),
creating an opportunity to sell books even to those not planning to attend the author’s
presentation. By 12:45, the author will set up in the designated classroom and, from 1:00
to no later than 2:00 p.m., provide a talk with Q&A about their writing and publishing
journey and lessons learned. There will be time afterward to sell books to attendees.
Don’t miss this chance to expand your audience! To apply, please send two paragraphs
that cover your bio as well as your book(s) and the genre(s) they cover (no attachments,
please) to:

Debbie Griffin, SEL Executive Director, Debbie@SELRoswellGA.org
If you would like to speak to her prior to submitting your information, her office number
is 770-587-3750 (Mondays-Thursdays).
The Atlanta Writers Club
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Want a Publishing Credit?
Submit an Article to the AWC eQuill!
What makes the AWC such a successful networking resource for our members is our willingness
to assist others. Many of our members have stories and lessons to share from their writing
journeys. Put those experiences in an article and submit them for consideration in an upcoming
issue of the eQuill. Not only will you be helping your fellow members learn from your triumphs
and mistakes, but you also will get a publishing credit.
A caution: this is NOT a chance to tout your book(s) and say, “Buy this!” We’re not offering
billboard space here. Rather, this is an opportunity for you to help other writers avoid pitfalls and
apply successful strategies that pertain to the craft and business of writing. Naturally, you will
cite examples from your work. That’s a fine way to let people know you have books for sale; we’ll
also include a brief bio with links, a headshot and book cover(s) at the end of your article. The
point is to be respectful of your readers, who want knowledge—not product placement.
If you submit, expect to get a reply with edits and comments and be willing to rewrite
accordingly. Abide by the word counts given below; one reason publishers and contests reject
work is that the writer can’t/won’t follow the rules. While we want to publish articles by as many
of our members as possible, we also need these pieces to be uniformly high-quality and
beneficial so the 6,200+ recipients will look forward to reading them month after month.
Can you submit multiple articles over time? Absolutely! We’d love to have regular contributors.
If you want to submit an article for consideration, please email the following to AWC President
George Weinstein at George@AtlantaWritersClub.org:

1. Your article, with a catchy/provocative/thought-provoking title, that
addresses your personal lessons about aspects of the craft and/or
business of writing, in 300 words or less (can be in a Word doc
attachment or in the body of your email)
2. A profile of you and your book(s) in 50 words or less, as well as your
website and social media links (can be in the same Word doc
attachment or in the body of your email)
3. Your headshot and book cover image(s) in JPG or PNG format, the
higher the resolution, the better

We look forward to learning from you!

The Atlanta Writers Club
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No Security in Securing an Agent
by AWC Member Kathy Nichols

My hands were shaking, my face was hot, and I couldn’t catch my breath.
After sending over forty queries and receiving everything from kind to curt rejections, I found an
agent who wanted to represent me. The agency was reputable, and my prospective agent had
eighteen years’ experience. On the phone she was personable and open. But she had me at “I
love your book.”
I allowed myself a brief celebration but knew enough about the publishing business not to shout
my good news from the mountaintops. Just because she loved my book, didn’t mean she would
be able to sell it.
It turned out I was right to be cautious. She wasn’t able to sell my book and had no better luck
with the second one. She was enthusiastic about my third one until she wasn’t. Promised
feedback and comments never came.
I’d been uneasy about our partnership for months. But I didn’t want to be the one to initiate the
break-up, especially since I had no one to take her place.
My agent emailed to tell me I deserved someone who was more excited about my work, and I
knew she was right. Still, I couldn’t shake the feeling I’d failed. But I kept writing. Before long I
realized I wasn’t trying to see my work through the eyes of my less-than-excited agent. And it

felt good.
It gave me unexpected confidence. If I’d found one agent, I could find another. I made a plan to
keep attending writers’ conferences like the AWC and sign up for more events. I compiled a list
of new agents and intend to query at least two per week. I’m working with my critique group to
edit a finished work. Most importantly, I’ve started another novel.
I wish I could tell you my agent-breakup taught me what to look for in the future or gave me the
perfect formula for how long to stay with an unproductive agent. What I did learn is that, in both
love and writing, it’s never a good idea to stay in an unsatisfactory relationship just because
there’s no one waiting in the wings.

Kathy Nichols has written for television and radio, both commercial and public service, as well as
full-length specials. She writes fiction and nonfiction and has been published online in ALAN
reviews, eQuill: Atlanta Writers Club Online Magazine, and in Shout Them from the
Mountaintops: Georgia Poems and Stories.

The Atlanta Writers Club
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Conference Recap

by George Weinstein, President & Atlanta Writers Conference Director

“The attending writers were talented,
industry-savvy, and delightful to
work with,” Natalie Grazian

Our 19th Atlanta Writers Conference welcomed 245 participants and included
writers from across the U.S. and even one from South Africa! Many thanks to
the Atlanta Writers Club volunteers who make this twice-yearly event possible.

O

n May 3-4, we hosted 16
literary
agents
and
acquisitions editors—the
most we’ve ever brought in—to
critique
manuscript
samples,
respond to pitches, pair up to make
query letters more impactful, and
provide insightful responses during
two Q&A panels.
In parallel with the agent and
editor
activities,
educational
sessions focused on developing
one’s author brand to build
platform and sell books, marketing
and editing tips, lessons learned
from the journey to publication,
what poetry can teach us about
writing prose, and more. Our
private Friday mixer was attended
by more than 100 participants. At
the Saturday award ceremony that
capped the conference, we held
drawings for numerous prizes, and
a total of 57 certificates for Best
Manuscript Sample and Best Pitch
were awarded (the most ever).
This conference marked the
continuation of the “prep critique”
activity we launched last May,
where freelance editors helped
participants improve their work
prior to submission to the agents
and acquisition editors. This once
again proved its worth, because
40% of all awards were taken
home by those who participated in

The Atlanta Writers Club

the prep critique. Likewise, nearly
40% of those who did the May 3rd
query letter critique took home a
Best Pitch award, so these
activities really do help our writers
succeed!

Some comments received from
participants included the
following:
“The AWC conference has been so
valuable for me. I really appreciate
everything the volunteers do.”
“Thank you again for all you do to
make this event happen twice a
year. It is always an invaluable
experience for me and I can't say
thank you enough!”
“I just wanted to say thank you for
an amazing conference. It was my
first, and I got such good feedback.
It was definitely worth it. I've just
been over the moon since
Saturday! I can't wait for the next
one!”
“What an awesome conference! It
was all you promised and so much
more. Thank you for all you did to
host America's premier writer's
conference. I learned so much from
the editorial reviews, manuscript
reviews and pitch sessions.”
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Recap, cont.

“It was an extremely educational
conference for me and I am very
glad I attended. The staff were
wonderful in making me feel
comfortable. They were great in
getting everything and everyone
organized. I very much appreciated
their help.”

Our guest agents and editors
enjoyed themselves, too, and
appreciated the helpful
volunteers and talented writers
they met:
“The Atlanta Writers Conference
could be a case study for effective
event organization. The attending
writers were talented, industrysavvy, and delightful to work with.”
- Natalie Grazian, Associate
Literary Manager, Martin Literary
& Media Management
“I am all smiles after two jampacked days at the Atlanta Writers
Conference. I met with and gave
personalized manuscript and/or
query letter critiques to over 30
writers! They were all so open and
eager to learn which made it easy
for me to give them as much
feedback and guidance as I could.”
- Léonicka Valcius, Assistant
Agent, Transatlantic Agency
“The Atlanta Writers Conference
was
fantastic—well-organized,
efficient, and full of kind volunteers
and talented writers of all ages,
working in a wide range of genres. I
fully recommend it!” - Emily
Hartley, Editor, Ballantine Books,
Penguin Random House

The Atlanta Writers Club

“Atlanta Writers is the most wellorganized,
smooth-running
conference I've attended. The
amount of critiques and pitches
and mixing you're asked to do is
just right, not too overwhelming or
too light. You'll feel like you've
been treated better here than at
any other conference, thanks to
the crack team of volunteers who
attend to every need, even
coaching writers to graciously
accept all feedback.” - Michelle
Richter, Agent, Fuse Literary
“The Atlanta Writers Conference
was one of the most organized
conferences I’ve attended. Not
only did I have the opportunity to
meet a lot of authors, I was able to
spend time talking to attendees
about crafting their query letters,
how best to pitch their project, and
ways to shape their chapters in a
meaningful way.” - Kristine Swartz,
Editor, The Berkley Publishing
Group

Mark Your Calendars:
Our
20th
Atlanta
Writers
Conference will be held at the
Westin Atlanta Airport Hotel on
October 25-26, 2019. We’ll have 16
literary agents and acquisitions
editors—no repeats from previous
conferences—and a roster of new
speakers.
The launch announcement
for the next Atlanta Writers
Conference is on the
next page.
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Fall writers conference
October 25-26, 2019
ATLANTA WRITERS CONFERENCE
Register now to attend our 20th Atlanta Writers Conference, on
October 25-26, 2019 at the Westin Atlanta Airport Hotel.

http://atlantawritersconference.com/about/

Whether you are...
• In search of an agent or a publisher
• Working on a manuscript and in need of feedback

• Seeking to learn more about the writing craft and/or publishing business
• Building your network of industry contacts
...this is your opportunity to take the next big step toward your writing goals.

Want to get published?
The October 25-26, 2019 Atlanta Writers Conference offers you:

The Atlanta Writers Club

•

Access to 16 acquisitions editors and literary agents—no repeats from previous
conferences—seeking every major fiction genre and nonfiction topic, as well as graphic
novels and picture books

•

Critiques of manuscript samples by the editors and agents

16

Conference, cont.
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•

Pitches to the editors and agents in the calm and privacy of meeting rooms

•

Query letter critique by an editor-agent team to improve your pitch (nearly 40% of
those winning pitch awards at the May conference did this activity)

•

Preparatory critique of your manuscript submission months before the conference by
a freelance editor of your choice (40% of those winning any award at the May
conference did this “prep” critique)

•

Workshop on the 3 areas of craft where writers struggle the most by Kimberley (K.J.)
Howe, award-winning author and Executive Director of ThrillerFest

•

Separate Q&A panels by all eight acquisitions editors and all eight literary agents to
give you two perspectives of the current and future publishing industry

•

Free bonus activities for every participant who purchases at least two of the activities
above:


Two talks by Kimberley Howe on networking and leveraging conferences to
advance your writing career



Two presentations by award-winning author Brian Panowich on breaking the
rules of grammar in writing and how to spot and avoid those who prey on
writers .



Two presentations by author, screenwriter, and award-winning producer
Paul Sinor about turning novels into screenplays—and vice versa—without
sacrificing your main character, and writing about the drama of trauma.



Private mixer with all agents, acquisitions editors, and special guest
Kimberley Howe



Giveaways drawings for valuable prizes, from lifetime membership in the
Atlanta Writers Club to free activities at the next conference



Award ceremony with each agent and editor presenting Best Manuscript
Sample and Best Pitch certificates
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Conference, cont.
More than 30 of our members have signed with agents or editors they met at our Conferences,

and a number of those have scored major book deals (and one, so far, has hit the bigtime with a
movie deal). You could be next!
We’re now accepting registrations. As past Conference participants will tell you, the spots fill
up fast, so don't delay!

For full details about Conference activities:
http://atlantawritersconference.com/the-conference
For pricing options:
http://atlantawritersconference.com/the-cost
Learn about our guest editors and agents:
http://atlantawritersconference.com/the-editors-and-agents

After you've read all the Conference details on the website--including the deadlines and refund
policy--use the registration tab to secure your place at the October 25-26, 2019 Atlanta Writers
Conference.
The Atlanta Writers Conference is presented exclusively for members of the Atlanta Writers Club. If
you are not a current member or your membership will lapse prior to October 26, 2019, you can
join/renew as part of your Conference registration--you do not need to do this as a two-step process.
We hope you'll be able to join us!
For questions, contact Atlanta Writers Conference
Director and AWC President George Weinstein at
awconference@gmail.com

The Atlanta Writers Club
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AWC CRITIQUE GROUPS

(changes in red)

Online #1

Fiction

Ongoing

Mike
Brown

michaelkbrown22
@yahoo.com

Online #2

Fiction &
non-Fiction

Ongoing

D.Nicole
Steele

dnicolesteele@gmail.
com

Open

Candler Park

Non-Fiction:
Creative,
Narrative, &
Memoir

Tues, 4-6PM
@San Francisco Coffee
1660 Dekalb Avenue

Tara
Coyt

contact@taracoyt.com

Open

Conyers

All Genres

Every other Tuesday, 6:00PM at
Mandarin Garden restaurant

Nancy
Fletcher

ncfletcher50@gmail.com

Open

Decatur

Adult/YA
Novels and
Novellas

Every other Thursday at Choco Late,
2094 North Decatur Rd.

Jonathan
Grant

404-909-0189

Open

Dunwoody

All genres

1st and 3rd Fri,1‐3 p.m. @ Georgia
Perimeter College Library Building,
Rm3100

Gelia
Dolcimascolo

770-274-5246

Open

East Cobb

Fiction &
Non-fiction

Every other Thursday, 6:30 to 8:30,
Mexican Restaurant near YMCA

Rick
Prescott

rpwritwer@hotmail.
com

Open

Lawrenceville/
Snellville

Novel, Short
Story &
Memoir

1st Saturday 9:30AM - noon @
Member's Home

Kerry
Denney

kerryssii@bellsouth.net

Wait List

The Atlanta Writers Club

Wait list
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AWC CRITIQUE GROUPS
(changes in red)
Loganville

Fiction

1st Saturday of each month at
9:30AM

Mike
Brown

michaelkbrown22
@yahoo.com

Full

Marietta

All genres

1st & 3rd Tues. 6:30-8:00PM

Linda
Sullivan

lindasullivan3@gmail.com

Wait List

Roswell

All genres

1st & 3rd Thursdays @ The Heron
House

Jane
Shirley

basketcasecafe@gmail.com

Closed

Roswell

All genres

Every Tues 6:30 - 9:00PM @
Scooter's Coffee

George
Weinstein

gjweinstein@yahoo.com

Open

Roswell

All genres

Twice monthly, Mon,10:30AM 12:30PM @ Roswell Library

Jeremy
Logan

jeremylogan.author
@gmail.com

Open

Sandy Springs

Speculative
fiction (novel
length or
short stories),
regular fiction
short stories,
and any kind
of nonfiction

First and third Saturday of each
month at 5:00 p.m on the porch of
Slope’s BBQ

Sarah
Minnear

sarah.dwyer.minnear
@gmail.com

Sandy Springs

Fiction &
Non-fiction

2nd Saturday of each month,
2:30-4:30PM in member's home

Bill
Ottinger

osrtrain@att.net

Open as
of July
2019

Smyrna/
Marietta

Poetry

2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 6-8PM
@coffee shop

Liz Helenek

lizbizz7@bellsouth.net

Open

Snellville

All genres

Meet at the Snellville Branch of the
Gwinnett County Public Library on
1st Thursday of each month at 6
p.m.

Joyce
Sewell

jbs.atpeace@gmail.com

Open

Snellville

All genres

Meet at member’s house
1st Saturday of month
9:30 - noon

Lynda
Fitzgerald

lyndafitz@yahoo.com

Open

Virginia
Highlands

Fiction

Every other Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. @
member’s house

Cindy
Tolbert

cynthiatolbert@comcast.net

Open

Open
(contact
Sarah to
submit
work)

Want to Start Your Own Critique Group?
Current Atlanta Writers Club (AWC) members can start their own
critique groups, to focus on particular genres and/or serve a specific
geographic area. The AWC will advertise your group on our website
and in the monthly eQuill newsletter. To get started, please contact
AWC President George Weinstein at george@atlantawritersclub.org
The Atlanta Writers Club
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Promote Your Latest
The Atlanta Writers Club has revamped its

Current Atlanta Writers Club members are in-

website! We're now featuring a page where

vited to add/update their listing: please email

AWC members can promote their latest publi-

your headshot, book (or other publication)

cation:

cover, and website URL to

https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-

AWC President George Weinstein

success/

at george@atlantawritersclub.org

The Atlanta Writers Club
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Gwinnett Library author events

Lauren Willig. The Summer Country
Wednesday, June 5 at 7:00 pm.

5

Georgia Gwinnett College, Kaufman Library Heritage Room, 3rd Floor
Visitor parking: Lot 3000 off of Lonnie Harvel Boulevard

Willig is a New York Times bestselling author of historical fiction. Her works
include The Other Daughter, The English Wife, the RITA award winning Pink
Carnation series, and more. This book talk and signing is free and open to the
public.

Mary Kay Andrews. Sunset Beach
Friday, June 7 at 7:00 pm.

7

Peachtree Corners City Hall, 310 Technology Pkwy NW,
Peachtree Corners 30092

Enjoy bites, beverages, and books with New York Times bestselling author Mary
Kay Andrews. Nominated for the prestigious Edgar Award, Macavity Award, and
Agatha Award, Andrews has penned 24 novels and a cookbook. Free and open
to the public. Books will be available for purchase and signing, and a raffle will
be sponsored by the Friends of the Library.

Bookfest Gwinnett – A Celebration of Diversity
Saturday, June 15 from 10:00 am – 6:00 pm.

15

Norcross Cultural Arts & Community Center, 10 College St, Norcross 30071
Visit http://bookfestgwinnett.org for full schedules.
Free and open to the public. Bookfest Gwinnett offers a variety of speakers
addressing different aspects of the writing craft and the beauty and strength of
Georgia’s kaleidoscopic literary makeup.

Adult Stage – Keynote speaker is Kenny Leon who will be followed by Soniah
Kamal, Tayari Jones, and more.
Children’s Stage – Meet graphic novelist Kyle Puttkammer, author of Hero
Cats: Midnight Over Stellar City and the Galaxy Man and Cosmic

The Atlanta Writers Club
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Gwinnett, cont.
Girl comics. Then participate in the Little Writers Club Craft Fun
Room. Free books given to the first 50 children!
Young Adult/Teen Stage – Authors and speakers include Tony Cade, Dr. L.M.
Davis, Afolabi Ashuri, Georgia McBride, Bernard N. Lee, and Dr.
Aleron Kong.

Laurel Snyder. Charlie & Mouse Even Better
Saturday, June 22 at 1:00 pm. Christ the King Lutheran Church, 5575

22

Peachtree Corners Pkwy, Peachtree Corners 30092

Snyder is the author of six bestselling novels for children and many picture
books. She has published works in the New York Times, the Boston Globe, and
the Chicago Sun-Times. Books will be available for purchase and
signing. Refreshments will be served and a silent auction will be sponsored by
the Friends of the Library. Free and open to the public.

Helping Writers Become Authors with Nury Crawford.
Saturday, June 27 at 1:00 pm. Suwanee Branch, 361 Main St,

27

Suwanee 30024

Find out the most common mistakes new writers make. Also, learn how to find
a competent and affordable agent, how to get your work published, and your
writers “rights.” Free and open to the public.

You can also keep up with the Library
events at
https://www.gwinnettpl.org/author/

The Atlanta Writers Club
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Choosing a Publicist
by Barbara Linn Probst

Ruling Out and Ruling In
Nowadays, many writers elect to hire their own publicists. That’s especially true
for those who publish with small, independent, or nontraditional presses, since
that may be the only way for them to secure media attention. It’s also true,
however, for writers who take the traditional route. Unless you’re a major name,
your publisher will have limited time and resources to devote to your book. If you
want more exposure, you’ll have to make it happen yourself.
Getting a book on the radar of potential readers is a complex, multi-faceted
process. An author can do a lot of the networking herself, but it’s rare for her to
have the knowledge, contacts, and clout that a professional can offer—and,
without which, the radius of her outreach will remain limited. Thus, a partnership
with an experienced publicist can be invaluable.
However, there are a lot of publicists out there.
How can you pick the right one?
The author-publicist relationship is a particular, time- and task-specific
partnership. While publicists do turn down people who want to work with them,
in general the choice is the author’s. It’s a critical decision, intuitive as well as
analytic, requiring awareness of oneself along with evaluation of the publicist’s
skills and strengths. That is, it’s a look in two directions.
Other essays on this site have described what a good publicist does (and doesn’t)
do or given advice on how to prepare for a productive relationship. Posts
elsewhere suggest questions to ask a potential publicist—e.g., can you tell me
about sample campaigns you’ve overseen, have you ever worked with a book
similar to mine, how much do you charge and what is included in the price?

These questions are necessary, but they’re not sufficient. They don’t get at the
heart of the matter, which is the fit. Without the fit, the relationship won’t work,
regardless of the publicist’s stellar credentials.
Click here for remainder of article: https://www.janefriedman.com/choosing-a-publicistruling-out-and-ruling-in/”

New
critique
group
forming
The Atlanta Writers Club

Sandy Springs
Fiction & Non-fiction
2nd Saturday of each month, 2:30-4:30PM in member's home
Bill Ottinger, osrtrain@att.net
Open as of July 2019
24

Reinhardt reading & writing
The 2019 Reinhardt University MFA Program Summer Reading Series, June 20-29, is free and open to
the public. The Visiting Writers who will be speaking about literature and the craft and business of
writing include:

•

Craig Amason

•

Steve McCondichie

•

Ray Atkins

•

Rob Merritt

•

Valerie Boyd

•

Bob Olmsted

•

Earl Braggs

•

Eustace Palmer

•

Mary Anna Bryan

•

Megan Sexton

•

John Burrison

•

George Singleton

•

Tanya Caldwell

•

Jeffrey Stepakoff

•

Anne Corbitt

•

George Weinstein

•

Denise Duhamel

•

John Williams

You do not have to be an MFA student to attend.
In addition, there is the Summer Writer’s Conference component where you can participate in all
the workshops, craft lectures, literary lectures, and evening readings. The cost for this conference,
which includes food and lodging, is $1,000 for the entire event (June 20-29). Or, $750 if you do not
want to stay overnight.
Here is a link to the program. https://www.reinhardt.edu/academics/graduate-programs/mfa-cw/
In addition to the fantastic writing workshops with Reinhardt’s core MFA faculty, each summer they
host a symposium within the residency to discuss literary topics. The past symposiums have
included the Life and Work of James Dickey and Southern Women Fiction Writers. In the Summer
2019, the symposium will be on Literature from a Global Place, with lectures on Appalachian
literature and influences, Irish, Pakistani, New Zealand, and African literature, as well as a
presentation on the life and works of international traveler and author, Lillian Smith.
For more details about the Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing degree program, please see:
https://www.reinhardt.edu/academics/graduate-programs/mfa-cw/. This is a wonderful place to
become a great writer!
If you have any questions about the Summer Reading Series, conference, and/or writing program,
please contact MFA Director Bill Walsh via email: bjw@reinhardt.edu. He’ll be glad to answer your
questions.
The Atlanta Writers Club
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How Membership Renewal Works

The AWC has an automated system for tracking memberships and alerting members when it's time to renew.

You will receive an e-mail from the system (showing President George Weinstein’s e
-mail address george@atlantawritersclub.org) one month before your membership
expiration date. If you haven't renewed within a week, you will receive another email every seven days, with a final e-mail one week from expiration. If the expiration
date for your membership passes without renewal, the system will mark your membership as expired. It is a good e-mail practice to check your spam/junk folder to see
if any legitimate e-mail has been misfiled there, possibly including the email you'll
receive from george@atlantawritersclub.org prior to the expiration of your membership.

We appreciate your continued support of the Atlanta Writers Club. Your membership dues make it possible to bring fabulous speakers to our meetings, provide generous cash awards for our annual writing contest, and sponsor scholarships, literary
prizes, and local writing festivals.

The Atlanta Writers Club
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Membership Benefits

Regular membership dues are $50 per year per person. Students can join for $40 per year. Family members of active AWC
members can join for $25 per year. Our Membership Form is on the last page of this newsletter.
We are one of the best literary bargains in town. The Atlanta Writers Club is simply a group of writers that work together to
help each other improve their skills and attain their writing goals. Anyone can join, with no prior publication requirements.
Here are a just a few membership benefits:

Monthly meetings. On the third Saturday of each month, our members gather to listen and learn from two guest speakers
who cover a broad range of topics and genres, and come to us from many facets of the literary world. Our speakers include published authors, literary agents, editors, playwrights and poets, just to name a few. Please refer to our list of
upcoming guest speakers in this newsletter.
Workshops. Your membership provides access to outstanding writing workshops. Some are free with membership and
others are provided at a discounted price. Watch for announcements about upcoming workshops.
Twice-Yearly Writers Conferences. This is your opportunity to spend time face to face with a literary agent or editor and
have the chance to pitch your work. Conferences include agent Q & A panels, writing workshops, and a social gathering
where you’ll get to meet and talk with the agents and editors in a more informal setting.
Critique Groups. We now have approximately twenty (20) different critique groups available to members. Scattered about
the Atlanta metro area, these critique groups meet regularly to read each other’s writings and recommend modifications.
Writing Contests With Cash Prizes. At least one contest is held each year with a variety of formats and topics.
Monthly Newsletter. Our monthly newsletter, the eQuill, provides the opportunity for our members to advertise their
book launches and book signings to a wide reaching mailing list. And, it will keep you up to date with news about writing opportunities and literary events across the Southeast and beyond.
Decatur Book Festival Participation. The Atlanta Writers Club has a tent at the Decatur Book Festival each year, that’s
staffed by member volunteers. It’s a great way to get involved in the largest book festival in the area.

Potential members are invited to attend a first meeting as our guest. After that, we’re sure you will want
to become a member and take advantage of all the benefits that come with it. You may join The Atlanta
Writers Club at any of our events or meetings, or pay on line at our website using PayPal at

http://www.atlantawritersclub.org/membership.html.

If you have additional questions, contact AWC President
George Weinstein: george@atlantawritersclub.org

□

New Membership

[Individual]

[Family]

□

Renewal

[Individual]

[Family]

If this is a Renewal, please update your information if necessary

First Name: _____________________________Last Name: ____________________________________

Cell Phone:_____________________________ Other Phone:_

______________ _________________

Email:_____________________________ ___ Alternate Email:_ ________________________________

First Name: _____________________________Last Name: ____________________________________

Cell Phone:_____________________________ Other Phone:_

______________ _________________

Email:_____________________________ ___ Alternate Email:_ ________________________________

I/we would like to become involved with the AWC as a: □ Meeting Volunteer
□ Decatur Book Festival Volunteer □ Other (please specify):

□ Conference Volunteer

AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES
Membership is for ONE YEAR
Individual [$50.00] $____________

Family [add family members for $25.00 each] $____________
Student [$40.00] $_____________

Make checks payable to: Atlanta Writers Club

Tax Deductible Donation $____________
Total $____________

Mail check and form to: Atlanta Writers Club
C/O Jerry Weiner, Treasurer
8080 Jett Ferry Rd.
Atlanta, GA 30350
The Atlanta Writers Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax deductible.
Name: _________________________________ donated $ _________ to the Atlanta Writers Club.
Date:______/________/___________
No goods or services were provided in exchange for or in association with this
donation. Please keep this portion of the form as your receipt
The Atlanta Writers Club
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