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...founded in 1914 

We are a social and educational club where local writers meet to discuss the craft 
and business of writing. We also sponsor contests for our members and host ex-
pert speakers from the worlds of writing, publishing, and entertainment. 

http://www.facebook.com/people/Atlanta-WritersClub/100000367043383 

http://twitter.com/atlwritersclub 

Officers 
President:  
Ron Aiken 
Officers Emeritus:  
Michael Brown 
Valerie Connors 
George Weinstein  
Clay Ramsey 
Marty Aftewicz 
Conference Director: 
George Weinstein 
Membership VP:  
Yvonne Green  
Programs VP:  
Valerie Connors  
Operations VP:  
Jennifer Wiggins 
Marketing and  
Public Relations VP: 
Barbara Brockway 
Contests, Awards, 
Scholarships VP:  
Clay Ramsey 
Secretary:  
Bill Black 
Treasurer:  
Ron Aiken 
Historian/By-Laws:  
George Weinstein 
eQuill Publisher: 
Gene Bowen 

Between newsletters there’s FaceBook. 
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Letter From the President 

At the May meeting, each speaker spoke of the writer’s challenge to get it 
right when fictionalizing characters whose ethnic, gender or sexual background is 
different than theirs. And the reluctance of agents and editors to take on these 
stories.  

I addressed the issue (Whose Story is it Anyway?) in my May eQuill letter 
and concluded authors should tell these stories, but if they wanted to maximize 
their chances of getting published they should stick to writing what they know—
in other words, stay in their lane.  

Hannah Pittard, a professor teaching graduate creative writing at the 
University of Kentucky, takes on the challenge head-on in her fourth novel, 
Visible Empire.  The narrative examines the impact of the 1962 plane crash at 
Orly Field that killed over 100 of Atlanta’s most prominent citizens on a cultural 
arts pilgrimage to France, on the city. 

“I wanted to write about a character, somebody who your mayor, your 
white mayor, comes on the radio and says this is the worst thing that ever 
happened,” she said. “And all of a sudden, the world is paying attention! France 
is sending a Rodin, and Kennedy is calling, and people are visiting. But what no 
one is paying attention to, even though Atlanta suddenly has the spotlight, no 
one’s paying attention to legalized racism.” 

“… It would have been just irresponsible to try to write a book about 1962 
Atlanta and not address the question of race.” 

To understand the period, and mindful of the complications writing about 
characters from different racial backgrounds, Pittard relied on library and archival 
materials. She sought feedback from African-American colleagues and friends to 
make sure the book’s black characters weren’t stereotypes, took their 
suggestions and made revisions.  

The literary world’s conversation about who has the right to tell others’ 
stories is a necessary one, Pittard agrees, but at the same time, she adds, “... if 
somebody were to tell me that I could only write about me, and only write about 
my experiences, I would probably hand in my badge and say I’m going to find 
something else to do. I like the act of empathy; I like the act of imagining. I will 
hopefully continue to do it and make mistakes and get things right occasionally 
for the rest of my life.” 

Numquam obliviscar tui radicum – fortune favors the brave. 
But better do your research. 

Quotes from Kate Tuttle, AJC, May 13, 2018 

Fortune Favors the Brave 
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Welcome 

New Board Member 
 

Please welcome Barbara Brockway,  
the Atlanta Writers Club’s newest board member: 

 
Barbara Brockway, VP of Marketing and Public Relations 
 
Over the years, I have volunteered extensively for my children’s 
schools and sports teams. Now that I am an empty nester, I am 
giving my time to two organizations; Strive4College, where I help 
high school students navigate the college application process, and 
I just started at Lost-n-Found, a shelter for LGBT youth who are 
homeless. 
 
I gained marketing experience when I worked in development at 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, where I coordinated promotion 
of the Decorators’ Showhouse & Gardens. I also handled 
marketing for a small vacation rental company in Destin, Florida, 
writing property descriptions and finding opportunities to promote 
listings online. As a volunteer, I helped promote the 
Chattahoochee Valley Writers annual conference in Columbus, 
Georgia in 2016 and 2017.  
 
Before I had children, I was a financial accountant, and for several 
years I also worked for local firm Windham Brannon doing tax 
work during busy seasons. I now work part time, managing a 
small business in which my husband and I are partners. 
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Monthly Meetings 

Mixer 

Our next scheduled monthly meeting and mixer will be August 18th. 
 
 

The prompt for May’s flash fiction contest was “bossa 
nova,” and Lola Schaefer, the first guest speaker, 
chose Tina Fisher’s entry.   

Through the palm fronds she saw him. Tall, slim, 
swarthy. A white tuxedo jacket set off his dark, 
slicked-back hair. A cigarette, glowing in the 
darkness, dangled below his thin mustache. 
Just play it, she pleaded silently. Bossa nova. 
Play it, and he will be mine. 

Tina's daughter, Jazzy Fisher, was given an honorable mention. 
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June 16th 
AWC Picnic 

July 21st – Summer Workshop with  
Emily Murdock Baker 

August 18th  
Lee St. John – Member Spotlight 
Gina Ciocca – 1st Speaker 
Sandra Johnson – 2nd Speaker 

September 15th  
Martha Boone - Member Spotlight 
Julia Franks – 1st Speaker 
Erica Gerald Mason – 2nd Speaker 

Future Guests & Events 2018 

Monthly Meetings 
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June Meeting 

  
YOU ARE INVITED 
TO THE ATLANTA 
WRITERS CLUB 
ANNUAL PICNIC 

SATURDAY, JUNE 16SATURDAY, JUNE 16thth  
12:00noon12:00noon--  3:00pm3:00pm  
Holcomb Bridge ParkHolcomb Bridge Park  
4300 Holcomb Bridge Rd4300 Holcomb Bridge Rd  
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092Peachtree Corners, GA 30092  

ALL AWC MEMBERS AND FAMILY INVITED ALL AWC MEMBERS AND FAMILY INVITED 
IT’S FREE IT’S FREE --  COMPLETELY CATEREDCOMPLETELY CATERED--    
FOOD & BEVERAGES FOOD & BEVERAGES --  JUST COME!JUST COME!  

MINGLE WITH FELLOW WRITERSMINGLE WITH FELLOW WRITERS  

RAFFLE for DOOR PRIZESRAFFLE for DOOR PRIZES  

Because we are catering 
this event, it is critical to 
have an RSVP number. 
If you know you will 
attend, please email 
AWCpicnic@gmail.com 
with your name and 
number of attendees. 



 9 

Monthly Meetings 
Photos of  May meeting by George Weinstein 

 Mike Brown 

Alayne Smith 

Lola Schaefer 

Melanie Sumner 
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AWC 2018 Writers Conference 
Review 

AWC’s 18th Atlanta Writers Conference:  
“A Fantastic Pool of People Serious about Writing” 

by George Weinstein, Atlanta Writers Conference Director 
 
 
Our 18th Atlanta Writers Conference welcomed 215 participants—our highest number to 
date—including writers from across the U.S. as well as one from Germany! Many thanks to 
the Atlanta Writers Club volunteers who make this twice-yearly event possible. 
 
On May 4-5, we hosted 12 literary agents and acquisition editors who critiqued manuscript 
samples, responded to pitches, paired up to make query letters more impactful, and provided 
insightful responses during two Q&A panels.  
 

In parallel with the agent and editor activities, educational sessions 
focused on screenwriting, tools for the 2018 writer, lessons learned 
about the publishing industry, the pros and cons of hiring a publicist, 
and more. Our private Friday mixer (pictured, left) was attended by 
more than 90 participants. At the Saturday award ceremony that 
capped the conference, we held drawings 
for numerous prizes, and a total of 38 
awards for Best Manuscript Sample and 
Best Pitch were given to participants, 

including our first-ever “sweep”: Rebecca Myers (pictured, right) 
took home the maximum of four awards (two of each)!  
 
This conference marked the start of a new “prep critique” activity, 
where freelance editors helped participants improve their work 
prior to submission to the agents and acquisition editors. This proved its worth, because 42% 
of all awards were taken home by those who participated in the prep critique. Likewise, 63% 
of those who did the May 4th query letter critique took home a Best Pitch award on May 5th, 
so these activities really do help our writers succeed! 
 
 
Some comments received from participants included the following: 

 
“I can’t praise the conference enough: its seamless 
organization, structure, publishing professionals, attendees, and 
helpful volunteers—all dedicated to helping the writer. This club 
and conference has really helped me grow as a writer over the 
years—there’s something for every level—and now I’m finally 
showing a manuscript and pitching!” 
 
“Thanks again for all the hard work you and your team put in 
to make this conference such a great experience for everyone.” 
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Review, cont. 
“I wanted to say thank you and congratulations on a terrific 
conference. It was well organized, well run and the guest agents 
and editors were very helpful…It was wonderful to meet so many 
other writers and just be surrounded by all that creativity and 
optimism. I learned a lot and left feeling encouraged about my 
book and the next steps I need to take to get it published.” 
 
“It is my firm intent to make sure that all the great work you do to 
assist people like me will bear fruit!” 
 
 
Our guest agents and editors enjoyed themselves, too, and appreciated the helpful volunteers 
and talented writers they met: 
 

“The Atlanta Writers Club is a fantastic pool of people serious 
about writing. The conference was a great opportunity to meet a 
plethora of new voices.” - Christopher Morgan, Editor for Tor/Forge 
 
“This impeccably organized conference gives writers, agents, and 
editors a chance to meet, mingle, hone queries, improve 
manuscripts, and hopefully start some lasting literary 
relationships.” - Megan Hogan, Associate Editor for Simon & 
Schuster 

 
“I was so impressed with this conference! Extremely well-run with lovely volunteers. The 
structure with Q&A panels and pitch and manuscript critiques kept things fun and interesting, 
and I was thrilled to work with some very promising authors.” - Sarah Landis, Literary Agent 
for Sterling Lord Literistic, Inc. 
 
“The Atlanta Writers Conference was insightful, intriguing, and 
filled with passionate people. George made the experience 
seamless and enjoyable, and really cared for us editors and 
agents.” - Nicole Counts, Assistant Editor for One World/Penguin 
Random House 
 
“The Atlanta Writers Conference was a pleasure to attend. I met 
so many lovely and talented people, and it ran so smoothly that it 
was over before I even knew it!” - Linda Camacho, Literary Agent 
for Gallt & Zacker  
 
 
Mark Your Calendars: 
The 19th Atlanta Writers Conference will be held on November 2-3, 2018 at the Westin Atlanta 
Airport Hotel. Look for the launch announcement in June. 
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Photos by George Weinstein and Yvonne Green 

AWC Writers Conference 
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AWC Writers Conference 
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Congratulations/Event 

The Blue Mountain Review has published the 
works of the winners of the 2018 AWC Writing 
Contest. Congratulations to: 

Erika Passantino, Rick Bragg Prize for 
Nonfiction,  
Karla Jennings, Terry Kay Prize for Fiction 
Elizabeth Buttimer, Natasha Trethewey 
Prize for Poetry 

Linda Sands 
Jeremy Logan 
Ray Dan 
Parker 
Brandi Jenee 

Shala Nicely 
Dr Dorin 
Schumacher 
Candace Long 
Maxene Raices 
  

Carol Steiner 
Rebecca 
Vaughn 
Hunter Jones 
Susanne 
Fincher 

Bobbi Kornblit 
Martha Boone 
John Sheffield 
Erskine 
Hawkins 
  
  
  

Tabbatha Bella 
Julane Fisher 
Afolabi Ashiru 
Kimberly 
Simms 
  
  

Mike (T.M.) 
Brown 
Katie Smith 
Marilyn Baron 
Janet 
Chapman 

Mystery/Suspense Memoir General Non-fiction General Fiction YA Historical Fiction 

AWC Panels at the 2018 AJC Decatur Book Festival 
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Book Marketing Tactics That Will Fail If  Not Done Properly 

 

 

Public speaking gigs. Showing up for a local public speaking gig or seminar is a great 

way to earn some name recognition and make some sales—but only if an audience is in 

the seats. For starters, create a seminar that people will actually want to go to. Then, 

work with organizers to ensure that you’ll pack the house on the day of your event. 

Finally, be sure to use your position as a speaker to grow your subscriber mailing list and 

nab a few sales. 

 

Book signings. Whether you’re part of a group author book signing or just sitting alone 

at a table at the library, a traditional book signing might turn out to be a bust. In fact, 

some bookstores don’t host book signings at all, unless the writer in question is a 

“celebrity author.” 

 

Author websites. An author website that is merely a flat digital poster for you and your 

work with no functional, audience-building interactive features is a wasted opportunity. 

Having any author website is better than having none at all. But to make the most of your 

author website, it needs to have the key features that will turn it into a readership-building 

machine. 

 

Paid advertising. Generally speaking, publicists agree that traditional advertisements for 

books by unknown authors don’t lead directly to increased sales. Ads can make people 

look into your books online, but reviews and recommendations will make the actual sale. 

If you are going to pay for advertising, consider a targeted list of readers in your genre. 

 

Guaranteed followers. If a web marketing company is promising you a certain number 

of immediate followers, there may be good reason to heed your instincts. Followers who 

aren’t authentic, active fans won’t really help your efforts—and may actually hurt them. 

Agents and editors care more about quality of followers than quantity. And robot 

followers aren’t really going to land you on the best-sellers list. 
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Book Marketing Tactics...cont. 

 

 

Expensive promo items. Good promo goodies can send people forging into the wilds of 

the Internet to learn more about your book—but that’s only if your promo items capture 

their interest. Trick out your promo items with review quotes, 4/5 star review numbers, a 

gripping teaser synopsis, and/or killer cover art. Otherwise, your bookmarks, magnets, 

and postcards might increase your exposure but not necessarily lead to a sale.  

AVOID THE BIGGEST BOOK MARKETING BUDGET-BUSTER OF ALL 

Spending a lot on a single element of your book marketing strategy could be a waste of 

money if you haven’t created a comprehensive online author platform. Your author 

website should support growing your mailing list, your mailing list should support your 

social media activity, your social media should support your mailing list again, and your 

bookmarks should support your author website, which will send people to your social 

media. It’s only by creating an interconnected web of outreach points that you’re more 

likely to build a vital following and turn followers into buyers. 

 

~Writer’s Relief~ 
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Events 
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Event 
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Workshop 
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Ongoing Opportunities  

We depend on our members for support, 
and ask for volunteers to help out with 
some of the many exciting programs 
heading our way in the coming months. 
 
We'll need check-in volunteers for each 

of our future monthly meetings.   If you would like to 
volunteer for a specific meeting, please let VP of Operations 
Jennifer Wiggins know which month you prefer.  Or, if you 
would like to volunteer but are unsure about your availability 
until the time gets nearer, she will gladly include you in her 
list of volunteers to contact at a later date.  Please respond 
to: jennifer.wiggins1@aol.com.   

If you have difficulty in finding a critique group that meets 
at a convenient location and fits your schedule then you 
might consider the Atlanta Writers Club Fiction Online 
Critique Group. This group encompasses all genres of 
fiction writing from flash fiction to short story to novella to 
novels. All subject areas are welcome, although content 
warnings are appreciated. Group members are also 
encouraged to exchange information on any aspect of 
writing or publication, including query letters and self-
publishing.  
 

Fiction Critique Group 

Online 
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AWC CRITIQUE GROUPS  
(changes in red)     

      

Online Fiction Ongoing Mike  
Brown 

michaelkbrown22 
@yahoo.com 

Open 

Alpharetta     Closed 

Candler Park 
Non-Fiction: 
Creative, 
Narrative, & 
Memoir 

Tues, 4-6PM  
@San Francisco Coffee  
1660 Dekalb Avenue 

Tara  
Coyt contact@taracoyt.com Open  

Buckhead/ 
Midtown     Closed 

Conyers     Closed 

Decatur 
Adult/YA 
Novels and 
Novellas  

Every other Thursday at Choco Late, 
2094 North Decatur Rd. 

Jonathan 
Grant 404-909-0189 Open  

Decatur  Adult & YA 
Fiction Sunday, 1:00PM, monthly Ricky  

Jacobs rickyjacobs@mac.com 

Wait List 

Decatur  
Adult, YA 
Fiction, & 
Memoirs 

Sunday 10AM, fortnightly Ricky  
Jacobs rickyjacobs@mac.com 

Wait List 

Dunwoody All genres 
1st and 3rd Fri,1‐3 p.m. @ Georgia 
Perimeter College Library Building, 
Rm3100 

Gelia 
Dolcimas- 
colo 

770-274-5246 Open  

Lawrenceville/ 
Snellville 

Novel, Short 
Story & 
Memoir 

1st  Saturday 9:30AM - noon @ 
Member's Home 

Kerry 
Denney kerryssii@bellsouth.net Wait List 

Loganville Fiction 1st Saturday of each month at 
9:30AM 

Mike  
Brown 

michaelkbrown22 
@yahoo.com 

Full 

Atlanta Fiction 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 7PM at 
Fresh to Order at Emory Point 

Barbara 
Brockway padulafamily@gmail.com Wait list 
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AWC CRITIQUE GROUPS  
(changes in red)     

      

Marietta All genres 1st & 3rd Tues. 6:30-8:00PM Linda 
Sullivan lindasullivan3@gmail.com 

Wait 
List 

      

Roswell All genres 1st & 3rd Thursdays @ The Heron 
House 

Jane 
Shirley basketcasecafe@gmail.com Closed 

Roswell All genres Every Tues 6:30 - 9:00PM @ 
Scooter's Coffee  

George 
Weinstein gjweinstein@yahoo.com Open  

Roswell All genres Twice monthly, Mon,10:30AM - 
12:30PM @ Roswell Library  

Jeremy 
Logan 

jeremylogan.author 
@gmail.com 

Open  

Smyrna/ 
Marietta Poetry 2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 6-8PM 

@coffee shop Liz Helenek lizbizz7@bellsouth.net Open 

Snellville  All genres  
Meet at the Snellville Branch of the 
Gwinnett County Public Library on 
1st Thursday of each month at 6 
p.m.  

Joyce 
Sewell  jbs.atpeace@gmail.com  Open 

Snellville All genres  
Meet at member’s house 
1st Saturday of month 
9:30 - noon 

Lynda 
Fitzgerald lyndafitz@yahoo.com Open 

Want to Start Your Own Critique Group? 
Current Atlanta Writers Club (AWC) members can start their own 
critique groups, to focus on particular genres and/or serve a specific 
geographic area. The AWC will advertise your group on our website and 
in the monthly eQuill newsletter. To get started, please contact AWC 
Officer Emeritus George Weinstein at george@atlantawritersclub.org 
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Membership Renewal—What to Expect 
 
The AWC has an automated system for tracking memberships 

and alerting members when it's time to renew. You will receive 

an e-mail from the system (showing Officer Emeritus George 

Weinstein’s e-mail address george@atlantawritersclub.org) 

one month before your membership expiration date. If you 

haven't renewed within a week, you will receive another e-mail 

every seven days, with a final e-mail one week from expiration. 

If the expiration date for your membership passes without re-

newal, the system will mark your membership as expired. It is 

a good e-mail practice to check your spam/junk folder to see if 

any legitimate e-mail has been misfiled there, possibly includ-

ing the email you'll receive from george@atlantawritersclub.org 

prior to the expiration of your membership. 

  

We appreciate your continued support of the Atlanta Writers 

Club. Your membership dues make it possible to bring fabu-

lous speakers to our meetings, provide generous cash awards 

for our annual writing contest, and sponsor scholarships, liter-

ary prizes, and local writing festivals. 

Administrative Matters 
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Membership Information Membership Information Membership Information –––   The Atlanta Writers ClubThe Atlanta Writers ClubThe Atlanta Writers Club   

Regular membership dues are $50 per year per person. Students can join for $40 per year. 
Family members of active AWC members can join for $25 per year. 
 
We are one of the best literary bargains in town. The Atlanta Writers Club is simply a group of 
writers that work together to help each other improve their skills and attain their writing goals. 
Anyone can join, with no prior publication requirements. Here are a just a few membership 
benefits: 
 
  Monthly meetings. On the third Saturday of each month, our members gather to listen and 
learn from two guest speakers who cover a broad range of topics and genres, and come to us 
from many facets of the literary world. Our speakers include published authors, literary agents, 
editors, playwrights and poets, just to name a few.  Please refer to our list of upcoming guest 
speakers in this newsletter. 
  Workshops. Your membership provides access to outstanding writing workshops.  Some are 
free with membership and others are provided at a discounted price. Watch for announcements 
about upcoming workshops. 
  Twice-Yearly Writers Conferences. This is your opportunity to spend time face to face with 
a literary agent or editor and have the chance to pitch your work.  Conferences include agent Q 
& A panels, writing workshops, and a social gathering where you’ll get to meet and talk with the 
agents and editors in a more informal setting. 
  Critique Groups. We now have approximately twenty (20) different critique groups avail-
able to members. Scattered about the Atlanta metro area, these critique groups meet regularly 
to read each other’s writings and recommend modifications. 
  Writing Contests With Cash Prizes.  At least one contest is held each year with a variety of 
formats and topics.  
  Monthly Newsletter. Our monthly newsletter, the eQuill, provides the opportunity for our 
members to advertise their book launches and book signings to a wide reaching mailing list.  
And, it will keep you up to date with news about writing opportunities and literary events across 
the Southeast and beyond. 
  Decatur Book Festival Participation.  The Atlanta Writers Club has a tent at the Decatur 
Book Festival each year, that’s staffed by member volunteers.  It’s a great way to get involved 
in the largest book festival in the area. 
 
Potential members are invited to attend a first meeting as our guest. After that, we’re sure you 
will want to become a member and take advantage of all the benefits that come with it.  You 
may join The Atlanta Writers Club at any of our events or meetings, or pay on line at our web-
site using PayPal at http://www.atlantawritersclub.org/membership.html. 
If you have additional questions, contact AWC President  
Ron Aiken at  ron@atlantawritersclub.org 

Administrative Matters 
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Membership Form 
 

        ?     New Membership   [Individual]    [Family] 
         

        ?     Renewal                     [Individual]    [Family] 
 

        ?If this is a Renewal, please update your information? 

 
 
First Name: _____________________________Last Name: ____________________________________ 

Cell Phone:_____________________________ Other Phone:_      ______________ _________________ 

Email:_____________________________ ___ Alternate Email:_ ________________________________ 

 

 

 
First Name: _____________________________Last Name: ____________________________________ 

Cell Phone:_____________________________ Other Phone:_      ______________ _________________ 

Email:_____________________________ ___ Alternate Email:_ ________________________________ 

 

                                             ?For additional family members, please use additional forms? 

 
 

I would like to become involved with the AWC as a:    ?  Meeting Volunteer    ?  Conference Volunteer 

?  Decatur Book Festival Volunteer    ?  Other (please specify): 

 

AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES                                                                         Individual [$50.00]: $____________

Family [add family members for $25.00 each]: $____________
Membership is for ONE YEAR                                                              

Student [$40.00]: $____________

Make checks payable to: Atlanta Writers Club                             Tax Deductible Donation: $____________

Total: $____________

Mail check and form to:  Atlanta Writers Club 
                                            C/O Ron Aiken, Treasurer   
                                            155 Glen Eagle Way 

McDonough, GA 30253 
 

 
 

The Atlanta Writers Club is a 501(c)(3) non‐profit organization. All donations are tax 
deductible. 
 
Name:  _________________________________ donated $ _________ to the Atlanta 
Writers Club. 
 

 Date:_________________________ 
 
No goods or services were provided in exchange for or in association with this donation. 

?Please keep this portion of the form as you receipt? 


