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host expert speakers from the worlds of writing, publishing, and entertainment.
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In Context, by Clay Ramsey, President

We're still here. December 21, 2012, has come and gone and we stand on the threshold of
a New Year, unscathed by global conflagrations and cosmic disasters. There were no mass
extinctions, no fireballs of death, no planetary evaporations.

So what's next? Like the followers of Harold Camping who sold off stock and property, lig-
uidated assets and prepared for an end of days that never came (the second of such pre-
dictions by Camping), we ask, what's next? Like lovers who relish their dating and who
spend tens of thousands of dollars, exhaust their emotional reservoir and focus all of their
time and energy on a dazzling wedding, when the honeymoon is a memory and the dec-
ades of married life stretch out before them, we ask, what’s next? Like a student who
spends four years studying Renaissance philosophy and medieval poetry, and now has an
unmarketable degree in hand, we ask, what’s next? Like a middle manager who is laid off
after thirty-five years of devoted service to a corporation, too young for retirement and too
old for a smooth transition to another job, we ask, what’s next? You’ve joined the AWC,
written a manuscript, published one book - so what’s next?

At each of life’s turning points, whether or not we are prepared for the transition, we are
all faced with the same question and must make a decision. Hopefully we have consulted
trusted advisors and can make wise, informed choices at the right time. We will have to do
something - time does not stand still for anyone - but what will we do? As writers, we
must make a series of decisions about our work and our career. What AWC opportunities
will I take advantage of? What genre(s) will I choose to focus on? What is my timetable for
completing the manuscript? Editorial choices? Seek an agent and pursue traditional publi-
cation or self-publish? Conditions of the contract? Marketing choices? There are a million
decisions that an author must make in the process of sending her work into the world, and
after each decision she must ask, what'’s next?

To answer this question effectively there must be a clearly defined goal, a coherent plan,
and some objective yardstick to measure progress and gauge success. You might think this
is obvious: you want to be at the top of the NYT Bestseller List. Good luck. But this is not
everyone’s goal. Some want a self-published cookbook they can sell to friends and family,
while others just love to write with absolutely no desire to publish their work. It's up to
you. But you still have to get there and once you arrive, you will need to do something
next — another goal, another mountaintop.

There are plenty of books, tapes, and seminars about career development, decision-
making, and strategic planning, and mapping out your road to fame and fortune is not my
purpose in writing this essay, even if I were able to do so. My purpose is to encourage you
to look beyond these tactical choices to see the broad canvas of a life of significance.

You are among the most literate, privileged, accomplished people on the planet, so what's
next? You've written that book, that trilogy, that screenplay. You've landed that publisher,
inked that contract, shot to the top of major sales listings with stellar reviews.

You've done well, now think about doing some good.

I want to tell you about three people who have chosen to do just that. The first is George
Scott, owner of Peerless Bookstore in Alpharetta. If you attend AWC monthly meetings, go
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

to member booksignings, in fact if you are in any way connected to the book business in Atlanta,
you will know George. He has an encyclopedic memory of books and is a successful bookman.
But he is not content to read, sell, and promote books. Several years ago he decided to start a
non-profit called Books for Heroes. The concept is simple: get books and send them to troops
serving in the Middle East. For George it was a natural decision. He knows books, is on a first
name basis with nationally known authors and loves our country and those soldiers who defend
us. Why not connect these three passions and do some good? You can help by donating books to
him through the AWC, and they will end up in the hands of servicemen and women who are hun-
gry to read. But beyond this charitable act, I want to encourage you to see his example and ask,
what’s next for me?

The second person is Jeff Long. He spoke to the AWC several years ago. He is the author of eight
works of fiction, including The Wall and The Descent, and two books of non-fiction. In addition to
his writing, he is also a global adventurer and accomplished mountain climber. While sitting in a
jail cell in Kathmandu he made a commitment to the people of Tibet and pledged to visit the an-
cient region of Mustang in Nepal. When released he took his wife and daughter to the walled
capital of Lo Manthang, carrying with him hundreds of pounds of donated art supplies. Thus the
Wind Horse Power project was born, a program that in the intervening years has supplied thou-
sands of books and materials to libraries and orphanages he builds and sustains in the Himala-
yas. Remarkably, this is just one project in his umbrella organization called Witness, Inc, which
has supported micro-aid projects like well drilling in Mali, reconstruction of Salvadoran villages
after earthquakes, and creation of a computer bridge in Bosnia. He has done some exceptional
work. But he’s just a writer with a bushy mustache who decided to make an effort and do things
that will impact others and outlast him.

The third person is Wendy Kopp. She was in my class at Princeton. In her senior thesis for the
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, she presented an idea for developing
a corps of teachers recruited from among top recent college graduates to work in underserved
schools. She was young and inexperienced, but she had been to good schools and knew the im-
portance of education, inspiring students and giving elite university graduates something of sig-
nificance to do next. The result, of course, was Teach for America. In 2010 there were 46,000
applications for the two-year commitments. All she wanted to do was to work on the problem of
“educational inequality.” As a consequence of that passion, she has motivated a generation to do
something good and has changed the futures of countless students and their communities.

George could have been content to sell books. Jeff could have led a quiet life writing novels and
climbing mountains. Wendy could have finished her thesis, accepted her degree, and joined a
corporation for a fat paycheck. But none of these three remarkable people took the easy, com-
fortable way. Like we all do, they asked themselves, what’s next? And then they got creative.
They looked to see how they could do something extraordinary with the opportunities and abili-
ties they had been given. They stopped making excuses, took risks, made some sacrifices, and
acted. The results continue to be incalculable. So I ask you (and myself) at the beginning of this
New Year, How can you use your love of books and skill with language to change the world?
What's Next, my friends?
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ATLANTA STORY DEVELOPMENT PRIVATE WORKSHOP

Led by Richard Krevolin
RKrevolin@Yahoo.com
9am - 6 pm, Jan. 26, 2013
411 Hunt Creek Drive, Acworth, GA

1 Day Writing Workshop for All Writers at all Levels...

The Schedule:
Saturday: 9:00 - 6:00

08:45 - 9:00 Tea, coffee and donuts upon arrival

9:00 - 12:00 Development of individual work. Krevolin will work on story
and writing issues related to your pages.

12:00 - 13:00 Break for lunch (food will be brought in and served)

13:00 - 18:00 Development of individual work. Krevolin will work on story
and writing issues related to your pages. (Approximately 1 hour per student)

REGISTRATION LIMITED TO eight (8) PEOPLE for the full seminar including
private story sessions.

For more info email, RKrevolin@yahoo.com

Sign Up is on first-come, first-serve basis and space is severely
limited, so reserve your space by contacting Rich at
RKrevolin@yahoo.com and then send in your deposit today:

COST: $299 ($249 For Atlanta Writers Club, AWC members)
Send your deposit to secure your place NOW!
There are very few spaces, so... Make the check out asap to
Rich Krevolin
6917 Forbes Ave.,
Van Nuys, CA 91406
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Speaker Profiles for January 19,
Diane Shore & Rosemary Daniell

ur Diane Z. Shore received two bachelor’s degrees from Eastern Illinois University.

& She worked as a CPA for nearly six years and as an auditor for Equifax for another
e three years before getting married and raising a family. Along the way she found

| that she loved to tell stories and write them down. After nearly a decade of writing
and accumulating rejections, she published her first book, “"Bus-a-Saurus Bop,” in
2003. It's the crazy story of a creature -- a cross between a school bus and a di-
nosaur -- that gobbles up kids at the beginning of the school day and spits them
back out at the end, and it won a 2004 Children's Choice Award from the Chil-
dren's Book Council. It was followed by “"Rosa Loves to Read” (2004), “Look
Both Ways” (2005), “This is the Feast” (2008) and “How to Drive Your Sister
Crazy” (2008).

Her books have not only been well received by young readers in this country; sev-
eral of her books have been translated into German and French. She is now a full-
time author and read-aloud advocate who is in demand for school appearances
and workshops.

Rosemary Daniell is the award-winning author of six books of po-
etry and prose. Her memoir, FATAL FLOWERS: ON SIN, SEX, AND
SUICIDE IN THE DEEP SOUTH, won the 1999 Palimpsest Prize for a
most-requested out-of-print book. Along with her second memaoir,
SLEEPING WITH SOLDIERS, it was a forerunner of the current memoir
. trend. Along with her four other books of poetry and prose, they
Mwere widely and nationally reviewed in many publications.

L

Rosemary is known as one of the best writing coaches in the country.
The author of SECRETS OF THE ZONA ROSA: HOW WRITING (AND SISTERHOOD)
CHANGE WOMEN'S LIVES, and its prequel, THE WOMAN WHO SPILLED WORDS
ALL OVER HERSELF: WRITING AND LIVING THE ZONA ROSA WAY, she is the
founder and leader of Zona Rosa®, a series of writing and living workshops in
Savannah, Atlanta, and cities throughout the country, as well as in Europe, as
profiled in People and Southern Living magazines.

Thirty years ago she invited four women to meet once a month to talk about writ-
ing and life at her little apartment in Savannah, Georgia. Today, thousands of
women, and some men, have participated in Zona Rosa workshops, dubbed
"Pajama Parties for Grown-Up Girls with Smarts"© (though the occasional
man been known to crash these, too!). To date, over 80 Zona Rosans and count-
ing have become published and/or award-winning authors, and others have
achieved their potential in other fields.
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Serving Alabama, Georgia & Mississippi

The Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators
announces

Springmingle '13 + Illustrators' Day'13
Writers' Intensive Conference

February 22-24

Atlanta, Georgia

For further information, go to:

https://southern-breeze.net/
Springmingle 13 speakers.html

Register Early to ensure your space!

It's time again to call on our members for support, and ask for volunteers to help out
with some of the many exciting programs heading our way in the coming months.

We'll need check-in volunteers for each of our future monthly meetings. If you
would like to volunteer for a specific meeting, please let VP of Operations Valerie
Connors know which month you prefer. Or, if you would like to volunteer but are
unsure about your availability until the time gets nearer, she will gladly include you
in her list of volunteers to contact at a later date. Please respond to:
valeriel105@comcast.net.
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Typing Services

Want to spend more time with the creative side of writing and less on
something mechanical and time-consuming like typing? Consider
using the expert services of Janice Lullo at J.L. Typing Services.

She will type your Resumes, Thesis Papers, Manuscripts/Books, Term
Papers, Legal Documents, Transcription, & Proofreading in a timely
way for an affordable cost.

Manuscripts/Books — Under 100 Pages — $1.50 Per Page and Over
100 Pages $1.25 Per Page, Transcription — $1.50 Per Page, Proofreading —
$1.25 Per Page

Mail, Phone or Fax her today. Website: jltyping.com, Email:
Janice@jltyping.com Fax: 1 866 574-2198 Phone: 708 927-9422

AWC Renewal Notice

AWC memberships expire at the end of every year and require renewal on an
annual basis.

If you joined the AWC or renewed your membership after Labor Day, you are
considered a paid, active member through the end of 2013. If not, then your
membership will expire on December 31, 2012.

If you wish to continue your affiliation with us, we would encourage you to renew
either online at www.atlantawritersclub.org (Membership tab) or at any AWC
event. $40 for a year of great speakers, contests, workshops, agent conferences,
critique groups, literary events and access to the best writers around is the best
bargain in town.

Don't let your membership lapse. Sign up today.

Lynda D. Sanford is looking for a ghostwriter to write a non-fiction account of a
family tragedy that became a victims’ rights movement to change international
law. If you are interested in discussing this project with Lynda, please contact her
directly at 404-264-1613.
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First AWC Book Fair

What: First AWC Book Fair
When: February 16, 2013, 10 a.m.

Where: Building NC, Café
Georgia Perimeter College-Dunwoody

Who: Members and Non-members of the Atlanta Writers Club + Members of
the Community

Why: To see what members of the AWC have written and published, and take
advantage of the chance to purchase copies of these books

We have planned the very first AWC Book Fair for the morning of our February
monthly meeting. Over 50 AWC author-members have volunteered to display and
sign their books, and our friends at Peerless Bookstore in Alpharetta will sell
them. This will be a wonderful opportunity to see what fellow members have
written and add a few AWC titles to your personal library. Everyone is welcome,
so bring some friends and some spending money, and plan to join us on
February 16 for this very special event.

Keturah Israel announces Cricket Promises

AWC member Keturah Israel announces the publication of her novel, Cricket
Promises, a coming-of-age tale told from three different perspectives—of love, awkward
teenage relationships, and the unimaginable fear of living with a personal demon.

In Eve’s life, “cricket promises” between her and best friend Rachel mean
everything. Eve is an expert at keeping secrets from herself...secrets that would
allow her to fully embrace who she is. But eventually the “cricket promises” that
hop around in her head eat away at her reality until she would rather die than keep
them. It is available for purchase on her website at www.KeturahlIsrael.com,
www.booklogix.com, www.amazon.com, and www.barnesandnoble.com.
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Looking for Non-Fiction Authors

The Georgia Editor of The History Press in Charleston, SC, is currently searching
for non-fiction authors who may be interested in writing books on various
aspects of Georgia history. Since their start in 2004, The History Press has
published more than a thousand titles of local and regional history and culture
written by local authors. They offer a full-service, traditional publishing
experience, from project inception and editorial assistance through design and
printing to publicity and sales. To explore their services and record further their
website is www.historypress.net.

If you are interested in discussing potential g

projects with a representative, please contact —— Hlﬁory
Editor Chad Rhoad at 8435775971 ext. 159 or

chad.rhoad@historypress.net. PRESS

Call for Biographer

Lawyer, farmer, former owner of three professional teams, investor and golfer
John Wilcox would like to make arrangements with an AWC author to write his
biography. If you are interested in such a project, please contact him directly at
iwmullet@yahoo.com to discuss his expectations and the details of the contract.

Procedure for Joining AWC Critique Groups:

1. All requests from AWC members to join a critique group are to be forwarded to
ron@hraiken.com. Ron Aiken currently serves as the Critique Group Coordinator for the AWC.

2. Members should include in their request:
a. Their location
b. Availability
c. Genre
d. Writing sample (first chapter, short story, poetry)

3. Based upon information provided by members in their email request and available openings,
the Coordinator will attempt to place members. Coordinator will periodically poll critique
groups for status updates.

4. Coordinator will forward member’s information to appropriate critique group leader. Genre is
taken into account, but members generally will be placed first come-first served.

5. Coordinator will compile and maintain member “wait list.”
6. Coordinator will attempt to form new critique groups from the wait list.
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ODYSSEY WRITING WORKSHOP ANNOUNCES ITS 18th SUMMER SESSION

About Odyssey

Since its founding in 1996, Odyssey has become one of the most respected
workshops in the fantasy, science fiction, and horror writing community. Odyssey is
for developing writers whose work is approaching publication quality and for
published writers who want to improve their work. The six-week workshop combines
advanced lectures, exercises, extensive writing, and in-depth feedback on student
manuscripts. Top authors, editors, and agents have served as guest lecturers,
including George R. R. Martin, Harlan Ellison, Jane Yolen, Terry Brooks, Robert J.
Sawyer, Ben Bova, Nancy Kress, Elizabeth Hand, Jeff VanderMeer, Donald Maass,
Sheila Williams, Shawna McCarthy, Carrie Vaughn, and Dan Simmons. Fifty-eight
percent of Odyssey graduates go on to professional publication.

The program is held every summer on Saint Anselm College's beautiful campus in
Manchester, NH. Saint Anselm is one of the finest liberal arts colleges in the country,
dedicated to excellence in education, and its campus provides a peaceful setting and
state-of-the-art facilities for Odyssey students. College credit is available upon
request.

Jeanne Cavelos, Odyssey's director and primary instructor, is a best-selling author
and a former senior editor at Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing, where she won the
World Fantasy Award for her work. As an editor, Cavelos gained a reputation for
discovering and nurturing new writers. She provides students with detailed, concrete,
constructive critiques of their work. Cavelos said, "I've worked with many different
writers, and | know that each writer thinks and works differently. We limit attendance
at Odyssey to sixteen, so | can become deeply familiar with the work of each student
and provide assessments of strengths and weaknesses. | work individually with each
student, helping each to find the best writing process for him, suggesting specific
tools to target weaknesses, and charting progress over the six weeks." Her critiques
average over 1,200 words, and her handwritten line edits on manuscripts are
extensive.

Odyssey class time is split between workshopping sessions and lectures. An
advanced, comprehensive curriculum covers the elements of fiction writing in
depth. While feedback reveals the weaknesses in students' manuscripts, lectures
teach the tools and techniques necessary to strengthen them.

The workshop runs from June 10 to July 19, 2013. Class meets for four hours in the

(Continued on page 12)
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morning, five days a week. Students spend about eight hours more per day writing
and critiquing each other's work. Prospective students, aged eighteen and up, apply
from all over the world. The early action application deadline is JANUARY 31, and
the regular admission deadline is APRIL 8. Tuition is $1,920, and housing is $790 for
a double room in a campus apartment and $1,580 for a single room.

This year, Odyssey graduate Sara King is sponsoring the Parasite Publications
Character Awards to provide financial assistance to three character-based writers
wishing to attend. The Parasite Publications Character Awards, three scholarships in
the amounts of $1,920 (full tuition), $500, and $300, will be awarded to the three
members of the incoming class who are deemed extraordinarily strong character
writers, creating powerful, emotional characters that grab the reader and don't let go.

Meet Our 2013 Writer-in-Residence

Odyssey's 2013 writer-in-residence, Nancy Holder, is an award-winning, New York
Times bestselling author of adult, young adult, middle grade, and early reader work,
both fiction and nonfiction. She has sold approximately 80 novels and 200 short
stories, comic books, and essays in various genres. She has taught creative writing
classes at the University of California at San Diego, the Maui Writers Retreat and
Conference, and other conferences and colleges, and has been on the faculty of the
Stonecoast MFA in Creative Writing for seven years.

Other Guest Lecturers

Lecturers for the 2013 workshop include some of the best teachers in the field: award
-winning authors Holly Black, Patricia Bray, Adam-Troy Castro, and Jack Ketchum;
and the two-time Hugo Award-winning editor of Asimov's Science Fiction magazine,
Sheila Williams.

Other Odyssey Resources and Services

The Odyssey Web site, www.odysseyworkshop.org, offers many resources for
writers, including online classes, a critique service, free podcasts, writing and
publishing tips, and a monthly blog. Those interested in applying to the workshop
should visit the Web site, phone (603) 673-6234, or e-mail jcavelos@sff.net.
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AWC Contest Spring 2013

ELIGIBILITY:

1. The AWC Spring 2013 Writing Contest is open to: All current, paid club
members. (To join AWC, please contact the Membership VP, Ginny Bailey.)

Submissions must be original, unpublished, and un-awarded work.

DEADLINE:

March 30, 2013. (Submissions received after this date will automatically be
disqualified.)

AWARDS:
Three award levels in each category. (Awarded at May 18, 2013 meeting.)

FIRST PLACE $50 CASH PRIZE

SECOND PLACE $30 CASH PRIZE
THIRD PLACE $20 CASH PRIZE

CONTEST CATEGORIES:

Categories Maximum Specifications

Memoir 2000 words Any subject

Short Story 2000 words Any level, any subject
Poetry 32 lines Any subject

Wild Card 2000 words St. Patrick’s Day: a 4-leaf

clover and a note
anchored under a bottle
of Irish whiskey.

Tell me the story.

CONTEST GUIDELINES:

Manuscript Format. Failure to adhere to the following format will result in
disqualification.

+ DO NOT place your name anywhere on the manuscript entry

(Continued on page 14)
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+ Only Word files (.doc) will be accepted. (Files with .docx may not be viewable
by judges, therefore we recommend saving and sending the file as a .doc)

+ Font: 12 pt, Black, Times New Roman

Margins: 1 inch

Line spacing: double - yes, even for poetry.

White background (no colors, photos, graphics or images)

Page size & layout: 8-1/2 x 11; Portrait

+ + + + +

First page: Title and Category should appear in the upper left corner
Subsequent pages: Title - upper left corner; Page number - upper right corner

SUBMISSION RULES

Failure to adhere to any of the guidelines will lead to disqualification.

Send ONE ENTRY and the corresponding Standard Submission Form
(SSF) to nedra.roberts@gmail.com.

The entry and SSF must be sent as attached Word documents (.doc).
IMPORTANT: Name the documents by title, i.e. Title.doc and SSF-Title.doc

Example: if the title is Moon Fire, the document should be named Moon Fire.doc
and the SSF should be named SSF-Moon Fire.doc.

Standard Submission Form (SSF):

Prepare and submit an SSF for each entry that includes the following
information:

Author’s Name

Contest Category

Title of Entry

Word Count (Line Count for poetry)

(Continued on page 15)
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Named the document: SSF-Title.doc

You may enter all 4 categories, by sending separate
email entries.

PAPER ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

When sending the attached Word documents, your EMAIL MESSAGE MUST
INCLUDE:

Subject Line: AWC Spring 2013 Contest
Your name, phone nhumber, category, title
Example:
Dear Nedra,
I have attached [Title] for the [Category] and the corresponding SSF.
Thank you,
[Your name]

[Your phone number]

Many of our members have asked if we could post our winning contest entries on the club
website. Alas, the answer is no. Nedra Roberts (club VP for awards, contests, and
scholarships) recently had a lengthy consultation with Lisa Moore, the director of Georgia
Lawyers for the Arts, to discuss the publication and copyright issues that would arise
from such postings. Lisa assures us that by posting the winning entries on our web page
we are, in effect, publishing them; even posting the winning entries on a password-
protected section of the website, with access available to members only, would still
constitute publication. Such publication then becomes a problem for members who might
want to enter their work in another contest designed for unpublished material. A more
serious issue arises should a publisher become interested in the work but, of course, not
want to deal with material that has already been published.

What we can offer, however, is a clumsy but possibly effective work-around. If you
are interested in reading a particular winning entry, you can email Nedra at
nedra@nedrapezoldroberts.com, and she will forward your request to the specific winner.
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Discussion Board & Member Web Page

The AWC is a community of writers, but too often we function like a loose collection of
individuals who happen to show up at the same place every month and leave a couple of
hours later without having made any significant connections with others. We might smile
and nod, but do not fully take advantage of the remarkable resources that exist among
our members. In our ongoing efforts to foster community and assist you in forging a
network of writers who can encourage and advance your career, we have two new
features on our website that we are thrilled to announce:

1. The first is a Discussion Board. Have a question you want answered about an area
of research, publishing, cover design, or a hundred other issues that confront a
writer? Want to get in touch with a more experienced author to discuss some
pressing matter of writing craft or business? This new feature will provide you with a
forum you can easily use to talk with other members. This is a free service for AWC
members, but requires you to sign up and choose a password to maintain maximum
security for you. To get started go to http://atlantawritersclub.org/forum/ and
register your name and password. Or you can go to the homepage and from the top
menu, click on Members Only link at far right. It’s just that simple.

2. The second is an opportunity to set up a Member Webpage. If you choose to
participate in this service, you will be able to set up a personal page that is featured
on our website. As part of the activation of your page, you will have the chance to
indicate what genre you write in and what special skills you might have. These tags
can be used by others to locate and contact you. Have a need for someone with
editorial experience, or someone who is a published crime writer? Then this new
feature was designed for you. With a click of your mouse you can sort through every
member who has chosen to post a page and find just the right people who can
address your very specific needs. We have selected 30 categories of genres/skills
that you can use to distinguish yourself and your work. Once you sign up you’'ll be
listed on a Member Page Directory master page, which is easy to decipher and easy
to search.

Since this necessitates the expertise and time of our Webmaster to set up and maintain,
participation in this feature requires a fee. The initial setup cost is $199, payable by
PayPal to our Webmaster. For this fee you will have your own webpage on our website
and full access to the searchable capability of the site. The fee would include delivery of
the initial setup package; you would complete a brief questionnaire at sign-up that
would give us the information we need to configure your page. If you need it, some tech
support is built into the price. Beyond this, if you need any other help with your page
after setup, there is a cost of $25 for a 20-minute tech consultation, although we don’t
expect this will be necessary. The initial cost will keep your page active on our site for
one year. After a year, if you choose to continue your participation in this service, there
will be a $40 renewal fee. That's it.

Now we know this might sound expensive to you. It's not. With what we are offering,
(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16)

the cost is minimal. I can assure you that all of your fee will go to bringing this feature
online and maintaining our entire site. You might also think we already have this feature
on our website. As you probably already know, any member can have a personal
website listed on the AWC site. What makes this new feature unique is that with it you
can now search for other members with very specific skills quickly and easily, while
having a visible web presence among AWC members with your own custom URL.
Periodically your page will also be submitted to Google for posting on the web. Instead
of a list of hundreds of personal sites, you now have the chance to actually access
member pages through a search engine without having to scroll one-by-one through
pages in different formats and wade through text page after page in the hope of finding
the resources you need. Sure you can pay someone to set up and maintain a personal
site for you, but in so doing you can easily be lost in the vast sea of webpages on the
Internet. This is focused and sortable. This feature, coupled with the discussion forum,
will significantly change the way we interact with each other and create a level of
communication between our members that we have not yet achieved in any systematic,
organized way. At least that’s our hope.

If you are interested in setting up a Member Page, go to http://atlantawritersclub.org/
pages/ and hit the “Setup/Pay Online” tab on the left side of the page. Or you can click
on the Membership tab and scroll down to AWC Member Pages. There is a common
format, but there are also customizable features that can be updated instantly and at
any time through a simple custom interface. Since we will use two entirely different
platforms, the Member Page access will require a different password from the Discussion
Forum, but this is a minor issue to keep these services secure and protected. In a few
moments you can be live and positioned to advance your career with the enormous
resources of the AWC behind you.

I hope these changes will meet a serious need among our members. Both features are
only open to active, paid members of the Atlanta Writers Club and as such are a
significant addition to the benefits that already accrue to you when you join the AWC.
May these additional privileges of membership move you even closer to achieving your
dreams as a writer. Let’s advance together.
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Manuscript Match Service

It can be difficult to find a fellow writer who (1) writes in your genre, (2) writes at the same
skill level, (3) has a completed manuscript in need of critiquing, and (4) has the time to critique
your manuscript.

The Atlanta Writers Club now offers a Manuscript Match Service to enable our members to find
someone else who meets these four criteria. Any current member can participate by replying to
George Weinstein at any time with the following information:

1. Your name

2. Your preferred e-mail address or social media account where other members should
contact you

3. Your genre (be as specific as possible: "fiction" isn't nearly as helpful in finding a
match as "literary historical fiction with paranormal elements")

4. Whether the manuscript you want critiqued is completed

5. Current number of pages in your manuscript, with standard publishing formatting:
double-spaced and one inch margins on the left, right, top, and bottom

6. One-paragraph summary of the manuscript

George will compile these, have them posted to the website, and send them via e-mail
periodically to enable those seeking someone to critique their work to connect with one
another. If he sees any obvious potential match, he may personally introduce you two with an
exchange of the information you provided.

Once you've identified a potential writer with whom you could swap manuscripts, we
recommend starting slow: introduce yourself via e-mail/Facebook/etc. and offer to swap five
pages of work for critique. This will enable each of you to see if the other person is writing at
about your skill level (if this is too unequal, the writer at the higher skill level won't benefit
from the swap) and if you will enjoy reading and critiquing the rest of the manuscript. It's
important too that you agree on not only a deadline but also what constitutes a "critique": line
editing, story and character criticism, fact-checking, etc. If you agree with the other writer that
this could be a helpful match, then proceed to trade manuscripts and set a deadline by which
each of you will have finished critiquing the other's work.

If you are concerned about someone stealing your work, otherwise violating your copyrights,
or criticizing your writing abilities, then please do not participate.

If you want to give it a try, please contact George with the above 6 items. If you are
not a current member of the Atlanta Writers Club but want to participate, then you can join
online at www.atlantawritersclub.org or at any AWC event.
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NP,

Peer Review Service

Need a Review of Your Published (Self or Traditional) Book?
Open to AWC Members Only

Promoting your book is hard work, as no doubt you've learned,
whether from firsthand experience, from listening to AWC meeting
speakers, or from participating in any number of literary events and
online communities.

One of our members wants to help and is offering to coordinate the
process of receiving and posting reviews of AWC members' books. If
you have a completed book (recently or about to be self-published
or traditionally published) and would like to have another AWC
member read, review, and post their review to selected review sites,
please sign up to participate in this opportunity.

What's the catch? It's free, but, you must be willing to do the same
for one of your fellow AWC members and you must provide a copy
of your book (ebook or physical book) at no cost to the

reviewer. Look for a list of books pending reviews on the AWC
website.

To participate in this opportunity, please send an email to
rona_simmons@bellsouth.net. Include the following in your email:

your name,
your contact information,

the title and genre of your book,
page length, and

your preferred review site.
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The English Class You May Have Missed
by Mary Grace Schaap

Contrary to what you may have heard, passive voice is neither illegal nor immoral. It
is not even incorrect. It is, however, often boring, wordy, vague, and - well - passive.

Despite its drawbacks, passive voice may be useful if you are a spy, a detective, a
politician, a counselor, a scientist, an historian, a newspaper headline writer, or a poet.
An awareness of legitimate applications as well as mastery of the mechanics make
passive voice a valuable tool, rather than a liability, for any writer. Keeping these two
objectives in mind, let’s begin with a review of sentence structure.

The bottom-line requirement of any sentence is a Subject (noun or pronoun) plus a
Verb.

Example: Sue writes.

Beyond that, English sentences most often fit one of four basic patterns: Predicate
Nominative, Predicate Adjective, Direct Object, and Direct Object + Indirect Object.
Think of phrases and clauses as add-ons to these core structures.

#1. Predicate Nominative: Subject + Verb (linking) + Noun or Pronoun in complement
position.

Example: Sue is a writer.

#2. Predicate Adjective: Subject + Verb (linking) + Adjective in the complement
position.

Example: Sue is nice.

Neither of these first two patterns can be reconfigured to the passive voice.

#3. Direct Object: Subject + Verb (active, transitive) + Noun or Pronoun

Example: Sue wrote the novels.

A transitive verb is any verb that takes a direct object. Most verbs can be either
transitive or intransitive, depending upon use in the sentence.

Example of transitive: Sue wrote the novels.
Example of intransitive: Sue wrote.

Some verbs - like arrive and sleep - can only be intransitive because they never take



a direct object..

#4. Indirect Object: Subject + Verb (active, transitive) + Noun or Pronoun in the
Indirect Object position + Noun or Pronoun in the Direct Object position.

Example: Sue wrote them the novels.
Note: Indirect objects exist only in sentences with direct objects.

To convert a sentence from active voice to passive, begin with a sentence that contains
a direct object.

Example: Sue wrote the novels.

Now, transfer the direct object “"novels” to the subject position.
Example: The novels were written by Sue.

Note that this reconfiguration remains a valid sentence. “"Novels” is the Subject; “were
written” is the Verb; “by Sue” is a prepositional phrase.

In this reconfigured sentence, “Sue” is optional. The new sentence remains in the
passive voice whether or not Sue is mentioned. “The novels were written” is every bit as
much the passive voice as “"The novels were written by Sue.”

Also important to remember is that passive Voice, like active voice, can be written in
any tense.

Both of the following examples are passive voice: The novels were written. The novels
are written.

To discern between active and passive voice, ask yourself the following questions:

1. Is the Subject of the sentence doing the action?
The novels were written (by Sue). Obviously, the novels were not doing the writing.

2. Does the sentence contain a real or imagined “by ?” The novels were written (by
Sue).

English teachers caution against using the passive voice because its usual careless
overuse undermines the vigor of sentences. Sometimes, however, only the passive voice
will suffice.



Legitimate uses of the Passive voice include:

Detective, Spy: You want to conceal an identity, or you do not know the identity. The
body had been moved.

Politician: You want to hide responsibility. Mistakes were made.

Counselor: You want to be sensitive and gentle, avoiding blame. The car was
wrecked.

Scientist: You want to focus is on what was done, not who was doing it. The human
genome was sequenced.

Historian: Again, you want the focus to be on the action, not the subject. The battle
was

fought over land, not principles.

Newspaper Headline Writer: You want to focus on the result, not the details.
Missing
Child Found.

Novelist: You want to emphasize a character’s passivity or focus the reader’s attention
upon her rather than upon the person doing the leading. She was led into the room.

Poet, whether writing poetry or prose: The music of the sentence may demand passive

voice. "“We were soothed by the sun and rocked by the rolling waves” versus
“The sun soothed us and the rolling waves rocked us. "

Again, deliberate use of the passive voice for a specific reason may make your writing,
not weaker, but stronger. Knowing the difference and knowing your purpose are your
keys to confident writing.
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January 19, 2013
Children's book author Diane Z. Shore
Rosemary Daniell (memoir)

February 16
Amanda Kyle Williams (thrillers)

Anna DeStefano (women’s fiction/romance au-
thor on editing your self-published book)

March 16
Ann Hood

April 20
Clifford Garstang
Collin Kelly/Karen Head (poetry)

May 18
Leela Corman (graphic novelist)
Christal Presley (memoir)



Changes in red

Club-Sponsored Critique Groups

Location

Alpharetta

Avondale Estates
Buckhead/Midtown
Buckhead/Midtown

Conyers

Decatur

Decatur

Decatur

Decatur

Decatur

Dunwoody

Kennesaw

Lawrenceville

Lawrence-
ville/Snellville

Marietta
Roswell
Roswell

Sandy Springs

Online

Genre

All genres

Nonfiction
Poetry
Fiction

All genres

Adult/YA
fiction

Children's
and YA
fiction

Adult/YA

fiction
groups
Adult/YA
fiction

Fiction

All genres

Fiction
Only

Novel &
short story
All genres
All genres

All genres

All genres
women'’s

All genres

Fiction

Day/Time

2nd Saturday of each month, 10
a.m. to noon

Tues, 7-9 p.m. @ Urban Grounds

4th Sat @11 a.m.

Every other Tues, 6:30 @ Whistle Post
Tavern

Every other Tues, 6:30

Every other Tues, 10 a.m. - 12:00 Java
Monkey

Every 3" Wed @ 7 p.m. @ Java Monkey

Every 4th Sunday, 1:30—2:30
At Eagle Eye Bookstore

Every other Wed, 6:30 pm @ Chocolate,
Clairmont/ North Decatur Road.

1st and 3rd Fri,1-3 p.m. @ Georgia Pe-
rimeter College Library Building, Rm
3100

Thursday evenings 6-8 PM

(starts 1/10/13)

at Cuppy’s Coffee, 1600 Kennesaw Due
West Rd.

Every other Thursday, 10 a.m.- 12 @
Applewood Towers

1%t Saturday
@ 9:30 a.m. - noon @ member's home

ist and 3™ Tues, 7-9 p.m.

2nd and 4™ Tues 6:45 - 8:45 p.m. mem-
ber’'s home

2" and 4" Wed, 7 to 9 p.m.

Twice monthly, Mon, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30
p.m. @ Roswell Library.

Contact

Buzz Bernard

Rebecca Ewing

Karen Holmes

Nancy Fletcher

Ricky Jacobs

Ricky Jacobs

Ron Aiken

Ricky Jacobs

Ruth Gresh

Gelia Dolcimas-
colo

Linda Joyce
Clements

Barbara Connor

Ken Schmanski

Linda Sullivan

George Weinstein

Jemille Williams

Lynn Wesch

Jane Spalding

Contact Info

buzzbernard@comcast.net

rebeccaewing@earthlink.net

kpaulholmes@gmail.com

ncfletcher50@gmail.com

rickyjacobs@mac.com

rickyjacobs@mac.com

ron@hraiken.com

rickyjacobs@mac.com

hrgresh@hotmail.com

770-274-5246

lj_clements@yahoo.com

678-226-1483
imayaya@charter.net

kschmanski@yahoo.com

lindasullivan3@gmail.com

770-552-5887
gjweinstein@yahoo.com

jemille@bellsouth.net

lewesch@me.com

liannesimon@yahoo.com

Status

Open

Wait list
Wait list

Hiatus

Closed to new
members

Open

Wait list

Open

Wait list

Open

Organization
meeting Decl3,
6 PM

Wait list

Wait list

Wait list

Open

Open

Open
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Membership Information — The Atlanta Writers Club

Regular membership dues are $40 per year per person.
Students can join for $30 per year.
Family members of active AWC members can join for $20 per year.

We are one of the best literary bargains in town. The Atlanta Writers Club is
simply a group of writers that work together to help each other improve their
skills and attain their writing goals.

Anyone can join, with no prior publication requirements. Here are a just a few
membership benefits:

e Monthly meetings. On the third Saturday of each month, approximately
100 of our members gather to listen and learn from two guest speakers
from varied areas of the literary world. Please refer to our list of upcom-
ing guest speakers in this newsletter.

e Workshops. Your membership provides access to outstanding writing
workshops, and some are free with membership. Watch for announce-
ments for upcoming workshops.

e Critique Groups. We now have approximately twenty (20) different cri-
tique groups available to members. Scattered about the Atlanta metro
area, these critique groups meet regularly to work with each other to
read each other’s writings and recommend modifications.

e Dinner with Authors. I routinely attend many author book signings so 1
wondered how I could spend just a few minutes with some of these au-
thors to ask them an impromptu question, or just learn more of their
successful habits. In the past several months, our members have had
that experience, with authors Nathan McCall, Jedwin Smith, Carol O’Dell,
James O. Born and others. We are currently working to schedule others,
and there is no admission fee to these special dinners. Members are only
required to pay for their own consumption at the restaurant. The Atlanta
Writers Club pays for the author and their guests.

I could continue with additional benefits, but alas, this is only a newsletter.
You may join The Atlanta Writers Club at any of our events or meetings. Or pay
on line at our website, using PayPal at
http://www.atlantawritersclub.org/membership.html.

If you have additional questions, contact AWC president Clay Ramsey at
clay@atlantawritersclub.org.
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The Atlanta Writers Club
Membership Dues valid from today through December 2013 « Donations * Contact Information

Q Renewal through 12/31/13—please provide your name and any changes to your contact information
Q New Member through 12/31/13—please complete the information below
Q Family Member through 12/31/13— please complete the information below

First Name: Last Name:
Please register your last name accurately—this is how your AWC membership will be filed

(If you are a family member, who is the Primary Member? )

Preferred Phone: Secondary Phone:

Preferred Email:

Secondary Email:

Website: (if you want this listed on the AWC website)
LinkedIn Profile: (if you want AWC to link to you)
Facebook Name: (if you want AWC to friend you)

Ways you want to contribute to the Atlanta Writers Club (e.g., volunteering at meetings or events):

ATLANTZ AWC Membership Dues
%W(d $40 Membership through 12/31/2013 $
=

Add any family member for $20 each $

(Please supply family members’ contact information using a separate form)

$30 Student Membership through 12/31/2013 $

Tax Deductible Donation in the amount of $

Total $

Please mail with checks payable to: Atlanta Writers Club

Mail to: Kathleen Gizzi « Atlanta Writers Club 9540 Fenbrook Court ¢ Alpharetta, GA 30022

The Atlanta Writers Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All donations are tax-deductible.
Please keep this portion as your receipt.

D
Name: has donated $ to the Atlanta Writers Club.
This amount is not associated with any services provided in exchange or related to this contribution.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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