ATLANTA WRITERS CLUB

—founded in 1914
We are a social and educational club where local writers meet to discuss the craft
and business of writing. We
also sponsor contests for our
members and host expert
speakers from the worlds of
writing, publishing, and entertainment.
Facebook link
http://www.facebook.
com/people/AtlantaWritersClub/100000367043
383

Twitter link
http://twitter.com/a
tlwritersclub

eQuill

Agenda — No regular meeting

June 2010
No meeting at
Perimeter College .
June is our annual picnic
at Hammond Park in
Sandy Springs.

June 19—1:00 to 3:00
Annual picnic
Hammond Park—details p.3
In Context by Clay Ramsey, President ........................................................2
Annual Picnic Details .................................................................................... 3
Barth Book Signing ....................................................................................... 4
LIVE RINGER ................................................................................................. 4
Brian’s Back .................................................................................................. 5

Inside
This
Edition

Moonlight & Magnolias................................................................................ 6
Mid‐GA Book Fair ......................................................................................... 7
Atlanta Writer’s Conference recap by G Weinstein, First VP .......................8
Write the World ........................................................................................... 9
Lullabies for Lieutenants ............................................................................ 10
Looking Ahead ............................................................................................ 10
New Publisher’s Venue .............................................................................. 11
Tim Link Events........................................................................................... 11
Writers’ Workshop in Italy ......................................................................... 12
Annual Conference Public Library Division ...............................................13
Fat Boy Chronicles ...................................................................................... 14
Tip of My Pen by Fran Stewart ................................................................. 15
Critique Groups .......................................................................................... 16
Officers & Board + Quart ............................................................................ 18
Membership Information ........................................................................... 19
Membership Form ..................................................................................... 20

eQuill
In Context, by
Clay Ramsey,
President

Page 2

In a couple of weeks the world will enjoy the 106th anniversary of Bloomsday. For the uninitiated,
Bloomsday is the celebration of June 16, the single day in 1904 when Leopold Bloom, the protagonist in
James Joyce’s monumental novel Ulysses, wanders through the pubs, stores, corners and lanes of Dublin. In
his gargantuan masterpiece Joyce chose to immortalize the day of his first date with his future wife, Nora
Barnacle, when they walked to the village of Ringsend, and he skillfully poured all of the passion and thrill
and playfulness of youthful infatuation into his steam‐of‐consciousness narrative. His experimental prose is
a carnival of puzzles, parodies, puns and arcane references. Homer’s classic Odyssey provides the historic
touchstone of myth for Joyce’s modernist adaptation, but it is Joyce’s lively brilliance that animates his
story. It is not easy reading, by any means, and handy access to any of a number of technical guides written
to offer assistance is often advisable. However, the reader who immerses himself in the world of Bloom
cannot help but marvel at the dazzling displays of language and sheer spectacle of words that Joyce man‐
ages to pull off with apparently effortless finesse. He draws from a reservoir of an estimated 30,030 differ‐
ent words, and paints a radiant canvas with this palette of words with the artistry of a master craftsman.
Judging by the final form of the story, Joyce must have had fun writing it. He tries new expressions. He pulls
phrases from forgotten sources. He traverses the entire history of English literature to find models that he
can stretch and twist and squeeze into a new way of telling his tale. He experiments. With his original ef‐
forts and verbal gamesmanship, he produced a tour de force of 20th century literature.
Beginning in 1954, Bloomsday has grown over the past half‐century to embody the peripatetic,
joyful, experimental core of Joyce’s novel. Celebrated in over sixty countries, the festivities of Bloomsday
include everything from marathon readings of the book, to costumed reenactments of scenes, to pilgrim‐
ages along the path followed by Bloom and Stephen Dedalus on that one day, to magnificent panoplies of
Irish food and music and drink. Spokane, Washington, even has a road‐race that rivals the Peachtree Road
Race in size. In short, the day has inspired a big party celebrating all things Joyce and literary and cultural
and Irish – everything that this unique novel arouses in its readers. It is meant to be fun, a wild festival, a
Joycean fete.
Anticipation of Bloomsday has led me to wonder anew about why we read and why we write. I
recognize that those are ponderous questions and elicit numerous and intensely personal responses. We
read for new information, for entertainment, for mental stimulation, for novelty, for inspiration, for cultural
formation, for guidance, for diversion, for connection, for wisdom. And we write for healing, for personal
legacy, for intellectual challenge, for escape, for grounding, for art, for fame, for money, for proof that we
existed, for social change, for creating worlds, for satisfying the mind and heart and soul.
The purposes of literature can be serious and weighty, and our own contribution to the collection
of words is often somber, driven by the demands of scrambling for new ideas, making a living and meeting
deadlines. Much is made of the creative pain that the writer experiences, the struggle and anguish of gener‐
ating fresh expressions to sell more books, but in this month of Bloomsday, I want to remind you of some‐
thing that you once knew. In those days of bedtime stories, when pop‐up monsters inhabited faraway
places and colorful pirates went on swashbuckling adventures, when inquisitive monkeys and kindly ele‐
phants and polite fauns and astronauts and cowboys and race car drivers and African explorers led us into
worlds we could scarcely imagine but never wanted to leave, in those days, reading was fun and writing was
fun. Remember those days before deadlines, word counts, copy edits, best‐seller rankings, rejection letters,
writer’s block, and marketing plans? Remember when it was fun?
There is still joy in writing. There is still play and fun in putting words together to create something
uniquely yours. Norman Holland wrote a little piece called “Literature and Happiness” (PsyArt, 2007) in
which he explores the neurophysiology involved in reading, and concludes that the experience of literature
reinforces pathways in our brains that make us happy. In other words, reading is fun on a neurochemical
level. But you probably already suspected that.
In this month of the celebration of Bloomsday, relish the fun of reading and writing again. Remem‐
ber the days before it became serious. Hoist a pint of Guinness, put on a funny costume, go to a reading, do
whatever you will, but however you celebrate Bloomsday, celebrate a renewed delight in the joys of read‐
ing and writing. Step out of the routine of adulthood and join the party again.

Page 3

eQuill
AWC Annual Picnic
Saturday, June 19, 2010
1:00 to 3:00 pm
Hammond Park, Sandy Springs
It’s time to mark your calendar for the AWC annual picnic!

Dessert or fruit to feed 10‐15
24 cans of soft drinks

Every year the AWC sets aside one meeting to relax, linger
over good food, and take pleasure in the fellowship of
Atlanta’s writers, just one of the many benefits of being a
member. The picnic is on Saturday, June 19th, at the
Hammond Park picnic pavilion in Sandy Springs (see link
below), the same location as last year’s picnic. There will be
no regular meeting on this day.

3 gallons tea (sweet or unsweet)
24 bottles of water
6 bags of ice in a large cooler *
12 rolls paper towels*
100 plastic knifes, spoons, and forks*
2 large ketchup, 1 mustard, 1 relish*

Heavy duty aluminum foil, plastic wrap, and a bag of
This year the event will be potluck. Consider this your
opportunity to wow the crowd with a faithful old recipe, or charcoal*
use the occasion to test some new Paula Dean cuisine. Most 50 balloons filled with water
importantly, show up hungry and ready to relax.
To facilitate the meal, we need everyone who plans on
attending to RSVP with the food or supplies they intend to
provide (see list below) by sending an e‐mail to Cindy at
awc2010picnic@aol.com. Please keep in mind that several
items on the list (*) need to be delivered by 12:30 p.m., and
food items should be on the tables and ready to eat no later
than 1:10 p.m.
Appetizer or snack to feed 15
Salad to feed 15
Side dish to feed 15
Main meat dish to feed 10‐15
Hot dogs and buns to match
Sausage and buns to match

In addition, volunteers are needed to attend the pre‐ and
post‐picnic festivities (set up before and clean up after the
picnic). To be included in these festivities, please contact
Neda at awc2010picnic@aol.com.
Date:
Saturday, June 19, 2010
Time:
1:00 to 3:00 pm
Location:
Hammond Park Picnic Pavilion
705 Hammond Drive at Glenridge
404‐252‐6310 (office)

Pasta
Casserole

For a map and driving directions:

Vegetarian main dish to feed 10‐15

http://gocitykids.parentsconnect.com/attraction/hammond‐park‐705‐hammond‐drive‐atlanta‐ga‐30328‐us
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Book Signing/
Charity Event
Saturday Evening
June 26th in
Inman Park,
Atlanta
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Barbara Barth, author of The Unfaithful Widow, is partnering with Animal Action Rescue
for an evening of fun, music, dog treats, book signing and silent auction. All proceeds to
benefit Animal Auction Rescue. http://www.animalactionrescue.org/
Would you like to help? Bring your book and join Barbara at the autograph table. Book
proceeds to go to Animal Action Rescue. Or donate an autographed copy of your book
for the silent auction. Either way you will make some tails wag. Call Barbara at 404‐326‐
7306 if you would like more information.
Come and have fun. Reservations necessary due to space limitations. $5.00 cover (cash
only) includes 2 glasses of wine. Free sodas, coffee, and yummy dog treats to munch.
Live music by Larry Joe Hall http://www.myspace.com/larryjoehall
Location: Heartfield Manor Bed & Breakfast in Atlanta’s Historic Inman Park. 182
Elizabeth St NE ‐ Atlanta GA 30307. Parking OK on neighborhood streets. http://
heartfieldmanor.com/
Time: 7PM until 10PM. Silent auction closes at
9:30PM. Winners to be announced then.
Dress: Casual summer attire
For reservations e‐mail Barbara at bb‐
bjd@comcast.net
The Unfaithful Widow, copyright 2010, available at
Amazon, Kindle and Barnes & Noble.

Lynda Fitzgerald's third book, LIVE Ringer (the first in a mystery series), was
released April 1, 2010. Allie Grainer inherits her aunt's Florida beach house,
and embarks on an exciting new life filled with old friends, new friends, and
a killer at large who has targeted Allie as his next victim. Add to the mix the
ghost of Allie's aunt who whispers bits of wisdom and the occasional
warning in Allie's ear, and you have an edge‐of‐your‐seat read in store.
Published by Crystal Dreams, the fiction arm of Multi‐Media Publications,
the book is available on Amazon and other on‐line bookstores. Please see
Lynda's website for more details (http://www.fitzgeraldwrites.com),
including pre‐reviews of LIVE Ringer.
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Brian’s
Back!

Atlanta Writers Club Workshop July 17
Many of those who were members in 2008 have asked for author, educator, and dynamic performer Brian Jay
Corrigan to return and give an updated version of his Fiction Master Class. That's exactly what will happen in July!
On Saturday, July 17, instead of having our regular meeting at Georgia Perimeter College, we'll gather around
the corner at the Dunwoody Library for an afternoon‐long Master Class taught by the award‐winning author of The Poet of
Loch Ness, actor, and professor Brian Jay Corrigan, J.D., Ph.D.
For a mere $20, AWC members will get 4 hours of precise, insightful, and entertaining instruction from a master
storyteller and performer, and you also will receive his 100+ page workbook written especially for this class.
Check‐in time is noon on July 17. We'll start promptly at 12:30 p.m. and end at 4:30 p.m.
During the 4‐hour session, Brian Jay Corrigan will explain the following with in‐depth discussions and extensive examples:
•

Narrative (first‐person, third‐, starting with characters vs. story)

•

Character development and dialogue

•

Setting and blending action with description

•

Plot and creating conflict

•

Editing vs. rewriting

•

Pace and rhythm

•

Developing your voice and showing vs. telling

•

The business of selling your fiction

LOCATION:
Georgia Perimeter College is closed on weekends in July, so we’ll hold this workshop at:
Dunwoody Library
5339 Chamblee‐Dunwoody Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338‐4148
http://www.dekalblibrary.org/branches/dunwoody.html
(770) 512‐4640
INSTRUCTOR BIO:
Brian Jay Corrigan (www.brianjaycorrigan.com) won such prestigious honors as the Bancroft Prize in literature, The Florida
First Coast Writing Award, and Georgia Author of the Year for his first novel, The Poet of Loch Ness. He acted on stage with
Katharine Hepburn and read twice for the part of Luke Skywalker. Today, Brian is professor of Renaissance literature in the
University system of Georgia. He is also a world‐known expert in Shakespeare and has delivered lectures at the
Shakespeare Institute, Stratford‐upon‐Avon.
COST:
4 hours of lecture from Brian Jay Corrigan and a terrific writing workbook for only $20. If you're not a member of the
Atlanta Writers Club but would like to participate, the cost is $40, which includes membership in the club through the end
of 2010.
REGISTRATION:
To register, RSVP to John Sheffield at dacejohn@aol.com and John will provide payment instructions.
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The May
Atlanta Writers
Conference recap
By George
Weinstein,
First VP

On May 14, more than 60 club members turned
out at the Westin Atlanta Airport for the mixer
with the six agents participating in the
conference. On May 15, 112 members
participated in the conference activities--the agent
panel, critiques discussions and pitch sessions-with Jacques de Spoelberch, Sorche Fairbank, Sheree Bykofsky, Eddie
Schneider, Matthew Elblonk, and Robert Guinsler. Jacques de
Spoelberch said, "The May Atlanta Writers Conference is one of the
very best I have ever attended, beautifully organized, and with a
surprising number of participants who can actually write, and write
well." Sheree Bykofsky added, “I was amazed at the universally high
caliber of writing I saw at the conference. The people were so
wonderful to spend time with, and the conference ran like the finest
watch. I hope they invite me back.”

Agents Eddie Schneider, Matthew
Elblonk and Robert Guinsler

Agents Jacques de Spoelberch,
Sorche Fairbank and Sheree Bykofsky

eQuill

Page 9

eQuill

Page 10

Frank Cox’s book Lullabies for Lieutenants: Memoir of a Marine
Forward Observer in Vietnam, 1965-1966 is now available and
orders are being filled! You may go straight to the publisher,
McFarland & Co., or order from Amazon. Links to them are below:
http://www.amazon.com/Lullabies-Lieutenants-Forward-Observer1965-1966/dp/0786447192/ref=sr_1_1?
ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1268659883&sr=1-1-spell
http://www.mcfarlandpub.com/book-2.php?id=978-0-7864-4719-0

June 19
Annual club picnic at Hammond Park in
Sandy Springs (no regular meeting this
month.
July 17
Brian Corrigan workshop at Dunwoody Li‐
brary, 12:30 ‐ 4:30
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Looking for a new Tired of form letter rejections and need some helpful feedback on your submissions?
venue for
publication?
Want to contribute to the local literary community and support a new arts venture?
Then consider sending your best poems, short stories and visual art to Loose Change
Magazine, a new literary magazine being launched in partnership with WonderRoot, a
non‐profit arts organization in Atlanta (www.wonderroot.org).
Loose Change Magazine will publish quarterly online, with one print issue per year, and
will feature diverse, compelling and innovative works of poetry, prose and visual art (in
any medium that can be photographed for print publication) from contributors of all
ages and perspectives. Loose Change focuses on representing artists within our local
Atlanta/Georgia community, but they will also accept out‐of‐state submissions at this
time. They are currently accepting submissions on a rolling basis for their first issue,
slated to publish online in June of this year. They encourage any who are interested in
contributing to a dialogue of community voices in art to submit their best work for
consideration and possible publication. Unique to Loose Change, they also offer
submitters the opportunity to receive feedback on their work from their section
editors ‐ thus providing a safe space in which artists can share and grow within their
respective mediums.
Check their website at loosechangemagazine.org, for updates and detailed submission
information. For now, interested parties may contact the following editors to submit
artistic works for their premier issue:
Poetry ‐ Molly Dickinson, editor, at molly@loosechangemagazine.org
Prose ‐ Cristina Martin, editor in chief, at cristina@loosechangemagazine.org
Visual Art ‐ Helen Hale or Ingrid Sibley, Editors, at helen@loosechangemagazine.org or
ingrid@loosechangemagazine.org.
AWC member Tim Link
will be participating in
the following events in
the coming months...

May 9, 2010 – Barefoot in the Park (Duluth, GA) – speaker ‐
www.barefootinthepark.org
August 28‐29, 2010 – Suwanee Festival of Books (Suwanee, GA) – speaker ‐
www.suwaneefestivalofbooks.com
November 6, 2010 – Georgia Writers Association – Red Clay Writing Conference
(Kennesaw State University) – panel discussion about the best techniques for
getting publicity for your book with Raymond Atkins & Danny Kofke
http://georgiawriters.org/Red‐Clay‐Writers‐Conference.html
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Annual
The Annual Conference of the Public Library Division of the
Conference Georgia Library Association will be held in Athens, GA, in October
Public Library 2010, and is sponsored by associations for Public Librarians, School
Division Media Specialists, and Academic Librarians. During the Conference,
Georgia Library there will be an Authors’ Reception in which authors are invited to sell
Association their books, promote their books, or just talk to more than 200 librari‐
October ans from throughout Georgia. If the authors do not want to bring their

own supply of books, Barnes and Noble will be on site with books from
the authors attending. A table will be provided for each author, how‐
ever there is no reimbursement for any expenses or honorariums. Last
year the conference was in Columbus, Georgia, and 29 authors at‐
tended the reception. They’ve had as many as 60 authors for one con‐
ference.
This is a great opportunity for librarians to find interesting books
from Georgia authors for their library collections, and a great chance
for authors to network and promote their works.
If you need any information about this please contact:
Diana J. Very, Director of LSTA, Statistics and Research, Georgia Public
Library Service, 1800 Century Place, Suite 150, Atlanta, GA 30345‐4304
dvery@georgialibraries.org
404‐235‐7156
www.georgialibraries.org

Quarterly
Writing
Contest

(Not an AWC managed event)
• Scratch, the quarterly writing contest itching to discover new talent.
• This contest seeks new short fiction and offers rotating guest judges who are
authors, agents, editors and publishers.
• Help them discover new writing talent. Let them help you build publication
credits.
• Small fee to enter, cash prizes and publication every month, plus annual an‐
thology.
For more information and links to ENTER this month, go to
http://www.scratchcontest.net/
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Mike Buchanan, and his co‐author Diane Lang, had
their YA novel The Fat Boy Chronicles picked up by
Sleeping Bear Press. The book will be one of the
publisher’s featured books at BEA this May and the
book will launch nationally on July 1 this summer.
Schools around the nation will be utilizing the book
in the upcoming school year. All 11,000 8th graders
in Charlotte/Mecklenburg schools will read the
book this spring. Also, the pair’s screenplay of the
movie was filmed in 2009 and will be released this
fall. The first Atlanta screening of the movie is on
June 30 at the Plaza Theatres on Ponce de Leon
and will be followed by a party at Club Vinyl
featuring bands with songs in the movie. The movie
will have it's world premiere in Charlotte June 2.
Check out the trailer for the movie at
www.thefatboychronicles.com
Michael Buchanan~creative development~ Tin Roof
Films
Releasing nationally July 1, The Fat Boy
Chronicles (ISBN: 978‐1‐58536‐543‐2),
a must‐read for educators, students,
and parents.
Contact Sleeping Bear Press at
1.800.487.2323, ext. 8767 for more
information.
Lang Buchanan (Diane Lang and Michael
Buchanan) began writing together during the
University of Iowa’s Writer Workshops in the
summer of 2000. Their first novel, Micah’s
Child, published in 2006, became a featured
Romance novel in Barnes and Noble while
Diane Lang and Michael Buchanan
receiving a nomination as Georgia Novel of the
Year. Their unique voice and lyrical writing
attracted the readership, and appearance requests, of many book clubs
around the South and Midwest. The partnership has been published in
anthologies and a collection of limericks. Before moving to Richmond,
Virginia, where she was a columnist for 50Plus magazine, Diane wrote
food critic columns for the Cincinnati Enquirer. Michael has been
published in several national magazines that focus on history.
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From the Tip of My Pen

Author & Editor
The Biscuit McKee Mys‐
tery Series featuring
Biscuit, the librarian
and Marmalade, the
library cat.
Fran’s newest mystery
is a stand‐alone: “A
Slaying Song Tonight”
Www.FranStewart.com
"Healing the World
through Teaching
the Power of Grati‐
tude"
Fran Stewart
Author / Editor
fran@franstewart.com
Available now : A SLAY‐
ING SONG TONIGHT

I’m Gonna Hafta Censor Myself
Last night I graduated, along with fourteen other people, from the Gwinnett Citizens Po‐
lice Academy. It was a very big deal, with a color guard, speeches by the Police Chief and an Assis‐
tant Chief, a certificate ceremony, and—here’s where the problem comes in—a speech from a
“class representative.” Guess who’d been elected to do that role?
Halfway through the nine‐week course (two nights a week from 6:00 to 9:00), we were
told that we’d need to choose someone to speak for the group. I got roped into it. They figured I
was a writer, so I could write a speech. And I agreed. Me and my big mouth.
Each of the seventeen classes featured a particular aspect of police work. Terrorism, Ve‐
hicle Pullovers, DUI, Crash Investigation, Homicide, K9, Explosives, SWAT, Crime Scene, and so on.
One evening, as we waited to get into the 911 Communications Center for a tour, we decided
that the speech ought to roast each and every one of our instructors, and we started throwing
out one‐liners about funny things that happened in each class. I took notes, took it all home, and
started inventing a framework for the speech.
The Public Information Officer who taught our third session had told us that he con‐
stantly had to vigilant to be sure that what he said or wrote couldn’t be twisted by the people he
communicated with. I should have listened harder to his advice.

I gleefully pulled together a funny speech about why there were only fifteen surviving
members of the class, when we had started out with forty‐seven people. Then I proceeded to
regale the crowd with tales of blackmailing the officer who did our background checks, making
bombs during the explosives class, running down various class members as we practiced vehicle
pullovers. One by one, as I mentioned each class, I told how we lost one member this Tuesday,
five members that Thursday, three the next week. In the class on Crime Prevention, for instance,
the instructor truly did tell us that if everyone would trim their tree branches up to seven feet
and their shrubbery down to three feet, it would make it much harder for a burglar to hide. So I
wrote in my speech that the officer had handed out chain saws so we could practice this new skill,
but it was too much for one woman, and she never returned to class. We did understand, how‐
ever, that the hospital had managed to sew her arm back on without too much trouble. When it
You can sign up for Fran’s came to describing the Firearms Class, I said that because of budget restrictions, there weren’t
newsletter at her website any paper targets, so they lined us all up instead. Luckily the corporal couldn’t hit the broad side
of a barn, so we were all safe, but five members took off running and haven’t been heard from
www.franstewart.com.
since. The only reason I felt I could say such drivel was that the corporal who demonstrated the
Each week she features an
firearms
training was an expert marksman, a fact well‐known by everyone attending the gradua‐
author whose work she
tion.
enjoys. If you’d like to be
considered for a feature
You’d think that with such whacky examples, the reporter who covered the event would
spot, contact Fran – put
have disbelieved every statement I made. But no, he wrote—I read it in the newspaper as I ate
“Feature Author” in the
breakfast this morning—that the newly graduated class had started with 47 members, but only
subject line
15 graduated, clearly implying that it was a difficult course indeed. “It’s not for the faint of heart,”
fran@franstewart.com
he said.
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AWC critique groups cover the Atlanta metro area like the
dew. Check the list below to find a group that fits your needs.
If you don’t find one and would like to start a new group, con‐
tact Jennie Helderman at jmhelderman@comcast.net. The
AWC may soon offer additional and alternative opportunities
for feedback and sharing of information among club mem‐
bers, such as online groups or genre groups such as historical
fiction or mystery writing.

Club‐sponsored Critique Groups
Face‐to‐Face and Cyberspace
Every AWC member now has access to a club‐
sponsored critique group. In‐person groups dot the At‐
lanta metro map and online groups connect members
through the internet.
The groups are listed below by neighborhood or with
online contact information. If you are interested, find the
one which best suits your needs and contact its leader.
The online groups have just begun and may shift as needs
arise. Thanks for your suggestions and patience.

on the fourth Saturday of each month at 11 a.m. Group is
nearing capacity. To be included on the distribution list for
meeting details, please email Karen Holmes at
karen.holmes@comcast.net and give a brief description of
your writing experience.
The Buckhead Novel/Fiction Critique Group meets every
other Tuesday evening at 7PM at the Starbucks in Lind‐
bergh Plaza. The group in closed. Contact Patricia at pepat‐
terson@bellsouth.net to be placed on a wait list.

Conyers
The group serving Conyers, Covington, Madison and sur‐
rounding communities meets at the Whistle Post Tavern in
Online Groups
Conyers twice a month on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. Serious,
AWC‐NF‐Critique@yahoogroups.com is a nonfiction group
committed members only. Attendance expected at every
led by Terre Spencer at terrespencer@me.com.
meeting. Group is closed. Contact Nancy Fletcher
Fiction Critique Group 1 is led by Derek Koehl at
ncfletcher50@gmail.com to be added to wait list.
Derek@nonhappyendings.com.

Fiction Critique Group 2 has sixteen members and is open
to a few more. Rules are posted at website. Please read
carefully before applying. Writing samples are not re‐
quired now but will be after the number reaches twenty.
Critiques are private, not shared with group at present
time. Facilitator is Evan Guilford‐Blake at ejbplay‐
wright@yahoo.com.
Austell
An all‐genre group meets in the café area of Borders in
Austell on the first and third Sundays at 6 p.m. Contact
Marjorie Gore at 770‐317‐4061. People not on the email
distribution list should call Marjorie Gore to confirm the
time.

Decatur
A fiction group meets Saturday mornings 9:30‐12 at the
Indie Book Store on Ponce de Leon near the post office.
The group is full at present. Phone Ricky Jacobs at 404‐
378‐7365 or write rickyjacobs@mac.com to be put on a
wait list. You will be asked to submit about five pages of
your writing and a brief bio.
An adult/YA fiction group meets every other Sunday, 3
p.m.‐5:45 at the Indie Book Shop on Ponce de Leon near
the post office. The group is full at present. Phone Ricky
Jacobs at 404‐378‐7365 or write rickyjacobs@mac.com to
be put on a wait list. You will be asked to submit about five
pages of your writing and a brief bio.

A children's and YA fiction group meets every other Tues‐
day,
10 a.m.‐12:15 at the Java Monkey on Church Street
Buckhead/Midtown
almost
opposite the Decatur Marta Station. The group is
Poetry group. The Buckhead/Midtown poetry group meets
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full at present. Phone Ricky Jacobs at 404‐378‐7365 or
write rickyjacobs@mac.com to be put on a wait list. You
will be asked to submit about five pages of your writing
and a brief bio.
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Thursday 10 a.m. to noon is full. Contact Barbara Connor
at 678‐226‐1483 or imayaya@charter.net to be put on a
wait list.

Lawrenceville/Snellville
An adult and YA fiction group meets on Thursdays 7‐9
An all genre group meets on the first Saturday of every
p.m. at the Dr. Bombay Coffee Shop, 1645 McLendon Ave. month 9:30 a.m. to noon at a member's home. Contact
The group is full at present. Phone Ricky Jacobs at 404‐
Ken Schmanski at 770‐377‐1771 or kschmanski@aol.com
378‐7365 or write rickyjacobs@mac.com to be put on a
for location and to get on his distribution list.
wait list.
Marietta
An adult/YA fiction group meets Thursdays 7 p.m.‐9 at the An all genre group meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays
Chocolatte Café on Clairmont and Church Streets. The
from 7‐9 p.m. at the Main Library on Roswell St. Contact
group is full at present. Phone Ricky Jacobs at 404‐378‐
Linda Sullivan at lindasullivan3@gmail.com.
7365 or write rickyjacobs@mac.com to be put on a wait
Midtown
list. You will be asked to submit about five pages of your
An all‐genre group meets on alternating Wednesdays at
writing and a brief bio.
Borders at 1745 Peachtree St. Contact Hollis Wright at
A nonfiction group meets Tuesdays 6:30‐8:30 p.m. at Ur‐ 404‐964‐3702 for time and dates.
ban Grounds in Avondale Estates. Contact Jane Howe at
Roswell
janeonline@bellsouth.net or 404‐299‐5193.
An all genre group meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays
A nonfiction group meets Thursdays 7‐9 p.m. at Urban
6:45 ‐ 8:45 p.m. at the Atlanta Bread Company near the
Grounds in Avondale Estates. Email Rebecca Ewing at re‐
corner of Hwy 92 and Woodstock Rd. Contact George
beccaewing@earthlink.net.
Weinstein at 770‐552‐5887 or gjweinstein@yahoo.com to
Dunwoody
get on his distribution list.
Georgia Perimeter College's Learning and Tutoring Center
sponsors Writers' Circle, an ongoing group of students and Sandy Springs
community members who enjoy the writing process and
An all genre group meets twice monthly on Mondays,
seek the support and insight of other writers. Meets 1st
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at the Roswell Library. Contact
and 3rd Fridays, 1‐3 p.m. in LTC Dunwoody campus, LRC
Lynn Wesch at lewesch@me.com to get on her distribu‐
(Library Building), Rm 3100. During school breaks, the
tion list.
group meets at Borders Bookstore. Contact Gelia Dolci‐
Woodstock
mascolo at 770‐274‐5246 for further information.
A poetry group meets but with no set time. Contact Jill
Anyone interested in a group focused solely on business
writing, please contact Walter Lawrence at 404‐374‐9269. Jennings at 770‐516‐2482 or magis‐
tra_jennings@yahoo.com for more information.
Emory
A fiction group meets every other Wednesday at 6:30 at
Panera's in the shopping area on North Decatur Road op‐
posite the main entrance to the Emory campus. The group
is full and closed. Contact Ruth Gresh at
hrgresh@bellsouth.net to be added to a waiting list.
Lawrenceville
The novel/short story group which meets every other
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Marketing VP: Terre Spencer

Critique Groups: Jennie Helderman

Social Director: Cindy Wiedenbeck

Lending Library: Open
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Membership Information – The Atlanta Writers Club
Membership dues are $40 per year. Also, we now have our family memberships, where
each additional family member can join for $20 and earn full membership benefits. We will
gladly accept your cash or checks at any AWC event, or you can mail your payment to the ad‐
dress on the membership form on the next page. You may also renew via PayPal at
www.atlantawritersclub.org.
We are one of the best literary bargains in town. The Atlanta Writers Club is simply a group
of writers that work together to help each other improve their skills and attain their writing
goals.
Anyone can join, with no prior publication requirements. Here are a just a few membership
benefits:
• Monthly meetings. On the third Saturday of each month, approximately 100 of our
members gather to listen and learn from two guest speakers from varied areas of the
literary world. Please refer to our list of upcoming guest speakers in this newsletter.
• Workshops. Your membership provides access to outstanding writing workshops, and
some are free with membership. Watch for announcements for upcoming workshops.
• Critique Groups. We now have approximately twenty (20) different critique groups
available to members. Scattered about the Atlanta metro area, these critique groups
meet regularly to work with each other to read each other’s writings and recommend
modifications.
• Dinner with Authors. I routinely attend many author book signings so I wondered how
I could spend just a few minutes with some of these authors to ask them an im‐
promptu question, or just learn more of their successful habits. In the past several
months, our members have had that experience, with authors Nathan McCall, Jedwin
Smith, Carol O’Dell, James O. Born and others. We are currently working to schedule
others, and there is no admission fee to these special dinners. Members are only re‐
quired to pay for their own consumption at the restaurant. The Atlanta Writers Club
pays for the author and their guests.
I could continue with additional benefits, but alas, this is only a newsletter. You may join
The Atlanta Writers Club at any of our events or meetings. Or pay on line at our website, using
PayPal at http://www.atlantawritersclub.org/membership.html.
If you have additional questions, contact AWC president Clay Ramsey at
clay@atlantawritersclub.org.

THE ATLANTA WRITERS CLUB
2010 Membership Dues, Donations and Contact Information
Please make checks payable to The Atlanta Writers Club:

NEW

2010 Membership Dues (covers remainder of 2010):
- $40 - Membership is valid through 12/31/2010

RENEWAL

$___________

- Add any family member for $20 each
$___________
(Please supply their contact information using the form below or a separate form)
- Students, ages 25 and under, pay only $30 year-round

$___________

Tax Deductible Donation in the amount of

$___________
Total

$___________

Please mail with checks payable to The Atlanta Writers Club to
Marty Aftewicz – The Atlanta Writers Club
5579-B Chamblee-Dunwoody Rd., Unit #139, Dunwoody, GA 30338
(Please note – this is a new address as of March, 2010)
•
•

2010 Membership Year runs from payment date through 12/31/2010
If you are renewing, please indicate only your name below unless other contact info has changed

Member Information:

(Please complete this section in full to update our files.)

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________________ Zip _________________________
Home
Phone________________________________

Work/Cell
Phone___________________________________

E-mail address__________________________________________________________________
Today’s Date: ________/______/___________
_____________________________ has donated
$_____________________ to The Atlanta Writers Club.
This amount is not associated with any services provided in
exchange for, or related to, this contribution.

