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GSU -
Dunwoody Campus
2101 Womack Rd.
Dunwoody, GA 30338
Building NC - Auditorium

meeting
at regular
location

December 20 - AWC Monthly Meeting & Mixer In-Person at GSU-Dunwoody for
Members and First-Time Guests, 1:30-4:00 pm Eastern

SPEAKER #1 - Trudy Nan Boyce:

SPEAKER #2 — Member Moment with 12 AWC Members

FOLLOWED BY - Holiday Potluck Party

December
Meeting
Speakers

This author’s writing style is richly poetic, emotionally resonant, and structurally
complex—blending lyrical language with layered narratives that explore race, mem-
ory, and identity. Her characters are deeply introspective, shaped by trauma, his-
tory, and cultural memory. She explores their inner worlds with ‘psychological nu-
ance’, often revealing how personal pain intersects with collective experience. She
frequently employs ‘nonlinear storytelling’, using flashbacks, rememory, and shift-
ing perspectives to mirror the fragmented nature of trauma and history.

She encouraged new writers to leave their comfort zones. Great writing, she be-
lieved, comes from confronting difficult truths and emotional terrain. This provoca-
tive statement wasn’t meant to discourage—it was her way of reminding writers to
stay humble, curious, and open to discovery. Writing is a process of learning, not
just expressing.

Who is she?

You'll find the author’s name hidden in plain sight in this newsletter. Neither the au-
thors depected on the cover nor their books are used as an endorsement by the
AWC, its officers, or its members.

AWC Officers

Cover art by
Gene Bowen

Gene Bowen, eQuill Publisher
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Dr.T. Carter Mike Brown Kim Conrey Jerry Weiner

Jill Evans
EXECUTIVE MARKETING VP: SECRETARY:
DIRECTOR: CONFERENCE Patrick Scullin POSITION OPEN
George Weinstein DIRECTOR:

George Weinstein CONTESTS VP: HISTORIAN/BY-
OFFICERS Kathy Nichols LAWS:
EMERITUS: MEMBERSHIP VP: George Weinstein
Valerie Connors Yvonne Green TOWNSEND PRIZE
George Weinstein READING Committee EQUILL PUBLISHER:
Clay Ramsey PROGRAMS VP: Director: Gene Bowen
Marty Aftewicz Alexis Robinson Clay Ramsey

Atlanta Writers Club




2025 IN

THiIS

DECEMBER ISSUE

November 8 AWC
Marketing Workshop
Photos ;

November 15 AWC
Meeting Photos 5

December 20 AWC
Meeting Agenda ¢

Genre Sheet for
Networking 1o

March 28, 2026 Atlanta
Self-Publishing
Conference 11

May 1-2, 2026 Atlanta
\X/riters Conference 12

2027 Townsend Prize for
Fiction Now Accepting
Nominations 13

AWC Seeking TikTok
Marketing Volunteer 1,

AWC Members Author
Coach Directory 15

Click on the titles below to go to the page

AWYC Members
Ghostwriting
Directory 16

AWY/C Member Book
Launches &
Accolades 17

\X/riter to Writer with
Paula McLain 19

Readers Talk with Paula
McLain 20

2025 Quarterly Xebinar
Series for
AWX/C Members 21

National Authors in
Grocery Stores
Program 2

AWC Craft of Writing
Certificate Program 23

Kalen’s Online Christmas
Party 24

Podcast: All About
\Xriting with Ben &
Sara 2

Launch Your Book with A
Novel Idea 2

How to Earn a Publishing
Credit 26

AWX/C Members Editor
Directory 2y

Free Online
Promotion 3o

AW C Writers Critique
Groups 32

Membership
Information 3;5

Join the Club 36

Links to AWC online

Atlanta Writers Club

'S

.

4

A

L———ql



https://twitter.com/atlwritersclub
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Photos courtesy of Phil Fasone & Patrick Scullin

November 8 AWC Marketing Workshop Photos

To see all the photos, click LINK

November 15 AWC Meeting Photos

=z

To see all the photo, click LINK
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December 20 AWC Meeting Agenda

December 20th Atlanta Writers Club Meeting & Holiday
Potluck Party for AWC Members and First-Time Visitors

Perimeter College: Dunwoody Campus, 2101

Womack Rd, Dunwoody, GA 30338, Building NC
auditorium and cafe. (If you're not on our mailing list,
use the form here to add yourself so you will get any
updates about this meeting.)

D ecember 20, 12:45 p.m.-4:15 p.m. at GSU-

This meeting may be recorded; if so, the recording link
will be shared via email.

No RSVP needed.

12:45-1:30 p.m. Nosh and Networking Mixer for
members and first-time visitors in the meeting

Please arrive for our meeting as early as 12:45 so you can
check in, and then join everyone for a meet and greet
opportunity in the Building NC cafe to build your
network and make new friends.

We'll have tables set up for your sweet or savory holiday
potluck party contributions.

1:30-1:45 p.m. AWC announcements and upcoming
events with AWC President Dr. T. Carter

1:45 p.m.-2:45 p.m. Speaker - Trudy Nan Boyce - | Have
No Advice: Stories from a Humbled Writer

Trudy Nan Boyce received her Ph.D.
in community counseling before
becoming a police officer for the City
of Atlanta. During her more-than-
\ thirty-year career she served as a beat
<l i\’ cop, homicidg detective_, senior
hostage negotiator, and lieutenant.
Boyce retired from the police department in 2008. In
2016 Penguin Random House began publishing her Salt
Series novels: The Policeman’s Daughter, Out of the
Blues, and Old Bones. She won Georgia Author of the
Year for her first, Out of the Blues, for which she also was
awarded the Pinckley Prize for best debut novel from
the Women'’s National Association Book Association.

The New York Times Book Review called Boyce's
protagonist, Salt, “...our favorite street cop.”

“To be an artist means never to avert your eyes.” Akira
Kurosawa

Robert Olen Butler has described the artist/writer’'s zone

as being similar to the athlete’s zone except for one big
difference. He gives the example of Michael Jordan

Atlanta Writers Club

for AWC Members and
First-Time Guests

receiving a pass at the top of the key in full flight, leaving

the ground, defying gravity, floating through the air

letting the ball roll off his fingertips and into the basket.
When he did that, he had to be in the zone. But to make
his zone analogous to the art/writing zone you have to
add this: every time he shoots, in order to make a basket
Michael Jordan would have to confront, without

flinching, the moment when his father’s chest was

blown apart by the shotgun held by his kidnapper...Now
his zone, says Butler, is equal to the artist’s zone. That is

the challenge of being an artist.

Being a writer who aspires to art, notice | said “aspires,”
is hard. When | was in the glow of success; book tours,
award ceremonies, panels, guest speaker, etc. |

frequently had this small, niggling voice telling me, and

rightly so, “You don't really know much about writing,
except that there’s a lot you don’t know a lot about
writing.” Nevertheless, | continued to give advice.

After | wrote a fourth novel, one that ultimately failed,

the pandemic, the illness and death of my husband, the

death of my beloved dog, Quinton, | got another dog,
Fiona. It was The Universe sending me the message
again that there is so much I/we don’t know. | was sure, |

told friends, that | knew how to train and manage dogs.

We'll come back to Fiona, another lesson in humility. So

today | have no advice. | greatly admire those who

continue to pursue this hard thing called writing,
especially since | seemed to have swerved off the road.

2:45-3:00 p.m. Book signing with Trudy Nan Boyce
3:00-4:00 p.m. MEMBER MOMENT SPEAKERS

Paul Bolster, a
PhD historian TEHEESIER

-3 from the wWiLp
"gﬁ_--,qr University of ['STEA NID
v} . Georgia (1972) -
R became
AN immersed in

political life. After [

completing a 395-

page dissertation, |
“Civil Rights
Movements in Twentieth Century Georgia,” and the
rigor of graduate school, he only wrote newsletters and
campaign brochures. Late in life, he published a
carefully researched and character-filled political history
of the Coastal Marshland Protection Act. Saving the
Georgia Coast (UGA Press 2020) which explains how the
state managed to protect its coastal environment in
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continued from previous page

1970. That foundation becomes the story in his latest book, Their Wild Island (Maudlin Pond Press, 2025). It is the
fictional story of a teen and his grandfather who spend spring break in the Little Tybee Marsh discovering each other
and developing a bond with nature. Putting fictional characters in the middle of history is not an easy task. In his
earlier efforts at historical fiction, the history dulled the fiction. The story could never rise to the surface. This time a
deep understanding of the history helped the characters find their place.

Pamela Carter is more than an author or facilitator, she is a presence. From the
moment you meet her, her spirit fills the room, not with a force that overpowers, ‘it

Sirnight imio Porpos:
but with a warmth and openness that draws you in. She has a rare gift: the Wsoa b
ability to make you feel safe to speak your truth without fear of judgment. Even N

A

{f

r..mq WWithia Carter

if she hasn’t walked your exact path, she listens with her whole heart,
connecting your experience to her own life lessons in a way that validates your
feelings while gently opening the door to new perspectives. Pamelais a
shooting star, not a fixed point in the sky that everything revolves around, buta * >
force in motion, orbltlng the lives of others, leaving sparks of inspiration in her wake. She is aIways ¥ee
moving, always growing, always sharing her passion and light with those she encounters. Her B
book, Living Past the Past Straight into Purpose, is a 30-day guided journal designed to help others

see themselves in a new light. It invites readers to acknowledge their past without being defined by it, and to step
boldly into the life they were meant to live.

Kim Costa is a nationally recognized realtor, TV host, author, and speaker
whose writing journey began in an unexpected place—on an adventure through |
Spain, where she finally had the space and inspiration to bring her ideas to life.
The spark for her debut book, Live in Your Wheel House: An Empowering Guide to
Stay, Go, or Reno, was ignited years earlier when she famously told the Oprah
Winfrey Show they could not come to her home to film. That moment—equal

- parts mortifying and meaningful—became a story she now shares as a mirror for
readers to explore how their homes often reflect their inner world. Drawing on her decades in
residential real estate and design and her own journey of reinvention, Kim created the Wheel House
Method. This eight-area lifestyle alignment model helps people assess where they are and design
where they want to go. Through humor, honesty, and heart, Kim inspires audiences to see that aligning your home
with your life isn't just décor—it's destiny.

WHEEL
HOUSI

froemal
¥ o s

Barbara Gomes Serafino is a retired trial attorney living in the Atlanta suburbs who

will always consider herself a “Brooklyn girl.” Raised to be proud of her Italian and LZ

Portuguese heritage, family has been her greatest joy. She dedicated her first book, a

memoir, The Book | Always Promised: Family Curses; Stregas & Adventures from Italy,

Portugal & Brooklyn, to her grandmother, Christina, who emigrated from Italy to the

USA in 1920. Her second book, Poems from a Sixties Hippie Chick is her own coming- i
of-age book told poetically during the sixties and seventies while living in NYC during

a time of protest, revolution and her own evolution. In addition to writing and S rEmy

painting, she enjoys amateur astronomy, paranormal radio, and traveling with her
husband and friends.

Jameson Gregg won 2 015 Georgia Author of the Year for his debut book, Luck Be A
Chicken, a comic novel. He has won numerous other writing awards, including the imﬁb?\m
2018 Georgia Bar Journal Annual Fiction Writing Competition. His works appear in et k
literary anthologies, magazines, and newspapers. A Mississippi native and graduate
of Ole Miss and Mississippi College School of Law, he resides in the Georgia
mountains with his wife, Maureen. He is fine-tuning his next book.

@ 4
JAMESON GREGG] /
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Ebony Hall’s writing journey began long before she published her first
book. Her life became the foundation, shaped by pressure, loss, and a
quiet strength that kept pulling her toward purpose. She writes the
way she lives, with truth at the center and clarity guiding every step.
Her debut memoir, Wired for Greatness, is raw, honest, and written
with a level of clarity that can only come from surviving what should
have broken her. Ebony tells the truth about trauma, faith, and
rebuilding a life from the inside out, giving readers permission to see

their own story without shame or fear. Her voice expanded when she

became a co-author of the international bestselling anthology Rebel with a

Cause, a collection that amplified stories of resilience and impact. Ebony is now writing R.E.A.L.

Leadership, a book grounded in her framework of resilience, emotional intelligence, alignment,

and legacy. Through every project, her mission stays steady. Ebony writes and speaks to heal, to teach, and to

remind people that their story still carries power.

The Tears of Things: Poems (Madville Publishing) by Catherine Hamrick reflects a
midlife journey through depression, grief, and resilience, with an emphasis on the
therapeutic value of nature. Observing beauty and decay through the year
reminds us that love, joy, longing, sorrow, and gratitude arise from life’s
imperfection and brevity. The book is organized by seasons: winter, spring,
summer, and fall. The final section, “The Fifth Season,” documents an arrival at
peace and acceptance. The collection has received praise from journals,
including Midwest Book Review: “If you only have time for a single volume of

Hamrick.” The Southern Literary Review calls it “an exquisite, sensory-rich, and sensitive
body of poems that vividly capture what it means to love, lose, fall, get up, and do it all
again.”

William Harper’s father was born in Buzzard’s Roost, Alabama. His mother was born in Heard

County, Georgia, which barely had a county seat. W|I||am was born in Ohio, where as
Thomas Berger says, “everything is illegal.” He entered kindergarten
with a heavy Southern drawl. His most notable accomplishment in Ohio
was being tear-gassed at the Jefferson Airplane concert in the Rubber
Bowl. Given his foundations, he majored in philosophy. William wrote an
award-winning short story, then some professional philosophy articles.
Then, he wrote the novel he wished he could have read when he was a
bright, but confused, high school student: Invisible Maze. Self-styled
detective Shane Livingstone vows to solve his high school’s pep-rally

' - bombing. Meanwhile, Shane’s scheming school counselor and his radical

English teacher compete in grooming Shane for future leadership. Shane “befriends” a Nietzsche-
quoting suspect, Reynard Shanks, but Shane’s association with Reynard drives Shane’s friends
away. With Reynard'’s help, Shane begins questioning everything he has ever believed. What
happens if a genuine friendship forms between Shane and the aberrant boy he intends to betray?

DL Mitchell brings her unique perspective as a practicing small-animal veterinarian to the world of
mystery fiction. She is the author of the Coral Shores Veterinary Mystery series and a
2024 nominee for Georgia Author of the Year. Her cozy mysteries have won the Killer UNTIEI]
Nashville Silver Falchion Award for Best Cozy and the Readers’ Favorite Gold Medal

for Best Mystery. DL switched crime fiction genres with her latest book, Untied Lines:
A Mick Nassau Key West Mystery. The action-adventure mystery is set in the
aftermath of a hurricane in Key West. She drew upon firsthand experience with

Atlanta Writers Club



continued from previous page

South Florida hurricanes, her love of the Florida Keys, and time spent above and below its turquoise waters to
inspire her storytelling. She lives nearby with her husband, daughter, and their menagerie of pets and is always
planning the next travel adventure. She’s a scuba diver but gets seasick, and when she’s on the road, she travels
with her espresso machine and her blow-up, stand-up paddle board.

Jeff Schnader’s first novel, The Serpent Papers, is about the Vietnam War era, published by The
L] Rid Permanent Press. It was edited by Richard Marek (editor of Ernest Hemingway, James
YU I ' Baldwin, James Patterson & Robert Ludlum) who said the writing was
“extraordinary” and the manuscript “the best” he'd read that year. It THE SERPENT
won “Grand Prize 2nd Place” ($500 prize) and “"Outstanding Historical PAPERS
Fiction ast Place,” IAN Fiction Book of the Year Awards. It was also
“Bronze Winner,” Foreword Reviews Book of the Year Awards. It was
named “Finalist” in four other competitions. Jeff's manuscript, To Be
Hamlet, has received pre-publication accolades, including “Finalist,” Thej
Pirate’s Alley Faulkner Competition and “Finalist Wlth Honorable Mention|
(4th Place),” Buzz Bernard Novel Award. His story, “The Champion,” won 1st Prize in the Utah '
Quills Awards ($75). He is a member of the Columbia Fiction Foundry and the De Vere Society
and has read extensively on Shakespeare authorship. Prior to writing novels, he was a physician,
Professor of Medicine, a university chief, and a medical journal editor, authoring 45 science
publications.

Murder Two Doors Down has been described as a “hilarious and
compelling whodunit mystery.” While Chuck Storla can’t recall exactly
who said it, he’s happy to share the quote with anyone willing to
listen. Though categorized as a cozy mystery, the novel carries a
generous dose of satire. Set in the suburbs of Atlanta, the novel
proudly bears the tagline "HOA Homicide,” which appeared on the
cover largely because the author begged his publisher to include it. As
he celebrates the release of his debut novel, Chuck continues to

ignore the dusty manuscript lurking at the bottom of his file cabinet.

Like many writers, he has an unpublished novel waiting for “the right time”—a moment that

may never arrive. Writing it proved to be a valuable education, though agents and editors

seemed to think he still had a few lessons left to learn and so it sits at the bottom of that file
cabinet. In his brief talk, Chuck will share how enduring a long string of “no’s” eventually led to that all-important

“yes.”

Todd Sullivan’s writing journey began in silence. Born with a severe
speech impediment, he spent his childhood reading and writing instead |4
of talking. Years of speech therapy improved his communication skills,
" but a love of the written word had already embedded itself deep into
- 2.3 him.When he was 18 years old, a friend he met freshmen year sent off
one of his stories to a magazine because Sullivan was too afraid to do
4 so himself. The friend wanted him to overcome his fear of rejection,
n which was a good thing, as Todd Sullivan received dozens of rejection
letters from 18 to 35 years old before he sold his first story to Aurealis
Science Fiction & Fantasy. Six years later, his fantasy novella, HOLLOW |
MEN, and his horror novella, BUTCHERS, were released by Mocha
Memoirs Press and Nightmare Press. He is eternally thankful to both for
taking a chance on his writing and has six books published between the two. Todd Sullivan
believes that the writer’s journey is a quixotic quest but is one worth taking. Visit Todd’s YouTube
channel.

Atlanta Writers Club 9
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4:00-5:00 p.m. Book signing with
Member Moment Speakers and
Holiday Potluck Party

This program is supported in part by Georgia
Council for the Arts through the appropriations of
the Georgia General Assembly. Georgia Council for

st .
Georgla
COUNCIL

forthe

enoownent= ARTS

arts.gov

the Arts also receives support from its partner
agency —the National Endowment for the Arts.

GENRE SHEET FOR NETWORKING

We're often requested to provide a member directory to
enable AWC members to connect with others who write in
the same/similar genres, but with an ever-changing list of
more than 1,500 members—some of whom would prefer

not to have their details shared—this is difficult. Instead,

we've created a voluntary genre sheet online where you
can choose to list your name, email address, and the
genres you write in. Once a month or so, we'll compile
those genres on a second sheet to make it easy to identify
others in your genre(s) to facilitate connections for
networking and find potential critique partners.

Members of the Atlanta Writers Club are invited to add

their information to the sign-up sheet here: LINK

Atlanta Writers Club
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March 28, 2026 Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference

Georga ech o BUILD YOUR AUDIENCE
Georgia Tech Hotel & Conference Center

The Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference (ASPC) is & SElL MORE BOO KS
dedicated to serving self-published authors, those

curious about self-publishing, and the independent

publishing market. For March 28, 2026, the ASPC is offering bestselling, award-winning self-published authors who
will focus on the most difficult parts of being an indie author: how to build your audience and sell more books.

Click for Conference Details: LINK

$139.00 PRICING FOR ATLANTA WRITERS CLUB MEMBERS and $199 FOR NON-MEMBERS, WHICH INCLUDES
ONEYEAR OF AWC MEMBERSHIP. REGISTER NOW

Included with your registration for the full day of educational talks and networking on March 28, 2026:
e Free sample edit of your manuscript sample
e Freevirtual 1-on-1 meetings about the professional book-related services you're interested in
e Ten free pre-conference videos on Self-Publishing 101 topics (file requirements, uploading to Amazon and
Ingram, keyword selection, etc.), how to write a book, how to edit a book, marketing tips, and much more,
with an opportunity to meet live with the instructor after each video release
e Free ebooks (how to outline, a guide to self-revisions, more)

Featured Speakers:

Read a” the Lauren Connolly, 2025 Georgia Michael La Ronn, author of 100+ Brandon Massey, award-winning
Author of the Year for Romance books and YouTube sensartion author

confe rence Building an Audience with Free Books Put Your Best Face (and Voice) Forward— Genre Goldilocks: Finding the Sweet Spot

d eta i IS h e re . Building a Brand as an Author Between Passion and Profit

Eliza Peake, bestselling author Michael Webb, bestselling author DL White, prolific, fulltime author for

The Long Game: How | Turned One Bock into  Making Money by Telling Stories: The Financial ©OVer a decade
1.400+ Reviews Side of Running an Author Business Building a Writing Career That Fits Your Life


https://www.atlantaselfpublishingconference.com/
https://www.atlantaselfpublishingconference.com/
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Atlanta Writers Club

May 1-2, 2026 Atlanta Writers Conference

On Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2, 2026, the Atlanta Writers Club will
present its 34th Atlanta Writers Conference, in-person at the Westin Atlanta
Airport Hotel, with 20 top publishing acquisitions editors and literary agents on
hand as well as another 8 of them participating virtually in a new pitch slam we
call lightning pitches.

We offer a virtual option for meetings with the agents and publishers—
manuscript sample critiques, query letter critiques, query letter pitches, and
lightning pitches—a lightning pitch critique by an author panel to help you
practice for this new event, and author coaching. Due to the ever-increasing
expense of the audio-visual equipment and personnel involved and the
dwindling number of virtual participants, these are the only activities we can
accommodate online.

The goals of this conference are as follows:

e Offeryou access to a total of top publishing acquisitions editors and
literary agents actively seeking new clients (see their profiles on our
Editors and Agents page) via critique meetings, pitch meetings, and
Q&A panels.

e Help you get your work ready for them with pre-conference editing
assistance and a lightning pitch critique by traditionally published,
represented authors.

e Give you a chance to ask a successful, traditionally published author
your top 5 burning questions about the craft and business of writing in
our Author Coaching activity.

e Educate you with a workshop on “Avoiding Unforced Errors: Mistakes
Writers Don’t Need to Make” and provide talks by experienced authors
and other industry professionals.

e Build your network and offer a chance to meet editors and agentsin a
more casual setting at our Friday night mixer.

* Reward participants with giveaway 28 drawings and our award
ceremony, with in-person editors and agents presenting certificates for
Best Manuscript Sample and Best Query Letter Pitch.

After nearly every conference some AWC members sign with conference guests
and realize their dream of publication (see Testimonials page).

You must be a 2026 Atlanta Writers Club (AWC) member to participate in the
conference (i.e., your dues need to be current through May 2, 2026). If you are
not a current member or need to renew your membership, the registration
process will add $60 in nonrefundable annual dues for the Atlanta Writers Club
(AWC)—with membership valid for 365 days—to the total amount for the
conference activities you select.

The Conference Activities page details each activity you can register for: select
them all, only one, or some number in between--it's entirely up to you, so you
can craft the conference experience that will be best for your growth, interests,
and budget. START HERE AND READ ALL CONFERENCE DETAILS BEFORE

YOU REGISTER!
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2027 Townsend Prize for Fiction
Now Accepting Nominations

AWARDED EVERY TWO YEARS,the Atlanta Writers Club-Georgia Writers Museum Townsend
Prize for Fiction honors the best piece of literary fiction written by a Georgia author during the
time since the last award. The 2027 Townsend Prize is accepting nominations for literary
novels traditionally published between December 2024 and

November 2026.

T Past winners include Alice Walker, Mary Hood,
oSt v

- - =\ 4 Terry Kay, Ferroll Sams, and—in 2025—Denene
B | ﬂr“?‘_l...i"’f;——-’_ Millner.

~ <7 . ™%, fEL
: A selection committee that includes members of

the Georgia literary community will consider all qualified contenders for the
cash prize and crystal award by reviewing all eligible works and narrowing
the list of possibilities to ten finalists, which will then be sent to three out-
of-state judges for the final decision.

To review the Townsend Prize rules and nomination requirements, and to

apply, please click here: LINK Z

DONATE NOW AND
MAKE IT HAPPEN

The IRS has awarded the Atlanta Writers Club 501(c)(3) status
as a nonprofit organization, so you can make tax-deductible
donations to the club!

We have a special donation link set up in support of our 2027
Townsend Prize for Fiction, which honors the best literary
novel by a Georgia author in 2025-2026.

Click here to donate and support:

» » Scholarships for AWC memberships and conference
attendance for those in need.
» » Expansion of our programming.

» p Endowment of our monthly meeting speakerships.
» » Building fund to provide a permanent home for the
AWC to enable weekly learning and networking

activities.

All gifts are appreciated.

If your employer offers matching donations, please contact
your HR department for details/forms and_let us know if we
can provide AWC information to you.

Thank you for your support of the Atlanta Writers Club!

Atlanta Writers Club 13
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AWC Seeking TikTok Marketing Volunteer

d' TikTok

atlanta.writers.club Awc

Q N THE ATLANTA

: \ % 5 Follow Message &

k‘.E'UB 1 Following 17 Followers 413 Likes
Official TikTok of the Atlanta Writers Club

We're looking for a TikTok Content Manager volunteer to help us connect with the broader
writing community online.

WhatYou'll Do

* Post 2-3 short videos per week showcasing our writing community

e Share writing tips, member spotlights, book recommendations, or fun literary content
* Engage with comments when you have time

* Have creative freedom to try trends that fit our vibe

The time commitment is flexible, approximately 1-3 hours per week
This role is designed to fit around your schedule. You can batch film content when you like
and schedule posts in advance.

What We're Looking For

*You're already active on TikTok and understand what makes content engaging
*You can film and edit simple videos (even just using your phone and TikTok's tools)
*You love books, writing, or the creative community

* Bonus: You have experience creating content or growing a TikTok account

What You'll Gain

* Portfolio-building experience in social media management
* Creative freedom and support from our leadership team

e Connection with a supportive community of 1,500 writers
* Flexible, remote opportunity that fits your schedule

To Apply
Please send the following to Patrick Scullin, VP of Marketing

e A brief note about why you're interested
¢ A link to your TikTok account or examples of content you've created
* One or two ideas for videos you'd make for our club.

We can't wait to see your creativity!

Atlanta Writers Club

14


mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com

AWC Members Author Coach Directory

The AWC maintains this directory in an effort to
assist AWC members with author coach options for
consideration; however, the AWC does not
endorse the individuals in this directory and is not
liable for any member’s experiences with these
author coaches.

TODD SULLIVAN
Email Website

Experience coaching authors about these genres of
fiction: fantasy, science fiction, horror, literary,
commercial

I reqgularly edit fiction accepted for publication in
Samjoko Magazine. My short stories have been
published in dozens of markets across several countries.
| currently have six books traditionally published
through Mocha Memoirs Press and Nightmare Press. |
have a B.A. in English and an M.F.A. in Creative Writing. |
made it to the Preliminary Ballot of the Bram Stoker
Awards and was nominated for a Pushcart Prize. | am
also part of the Atlanta Writers Club mentor/mentee
program, where one of my 2025 mentees had a full
manuscript request from an agent at the October 2025
Atlanta Writers Conference after working on the novel
together for only four months.

CHRISTOPHER SWANN
Email Website

With over thirty years of experience in teaching English
and as an award-winning author of five published
novels, | want to help other writers achieve their dreams
of writing and publishing their stories. Nothing is
guaranteed, but it's absolutely possible, especially with
the right guidance.

What | can help with:

Complete or partial adult novels (full manuscript, first 5o
pages, opening chapter, outline, etc.)

Short stories

Developmental editing (plot, character, setting, themes)
Copy / line editing (grammar and mechanics)

Query letters

Synopses

Basic publishing strategy: querying, agent vetting and
selection, general publishing process
Coaching/mentoring: the creative process; finding your
voice; dealing with self-doubt, being stuck, imposter
syndrome

Fiction genres: crime/mystery/thriller, literary,
speculative (science fiction or fantasy), contemporary
general fiction

Nonfiction genres: autobiography, personal essays

| am happy to work with authors in other genres with
the understanding that | am not as familiar with their
specific genre expectations.

What | can’t help with:

Middle grade or picture books (I could do some YA but
might depend)

Flash fiction

Academic or technical nonfiction (aside from copy
editing)

Self-publishing (while | can help make your book as good
as it can be, as a traditionally published author | don't
have much knowledge or insight to offer regarding self-
publishing)

Marketing (I can offer advice and guidance, but

otherwise | cannot market your work)

If you are an AWC member, offer author coaching services, and want to add
your information to this directory, please send an email to AWC Executive
Director George Weinstein with the following information:

¢ Your name

* Your email address

* Your website describing your author coaching services (if available)

* The fiction genres and/or nonfiction topics you have experience
coaching authors about

* A brief statement detailing your author coaching experience of 100
words or less.

Atlanta Writers Club
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AWC Members Ghostwriting Directory

THE AWC MAINTAINS THIS DIRECTORY in an effort to assist AWC members with
ghostwriter options for consideration; however, the AWC does not endorse the
individuals in this directory and is not liable for any member’s experiences with these
author coaches.

Nikkia Wright
EMAIL

Experience ghostwriting these genres of fiction: mystery/thriller, horror, fantasy and
comedy.

| began ghostwriting in 2013 and have had some clients since then. I've helped make
many ideas come to life and flourish as well as taking what’s already written and
improving it. | truly enjoy the experience of assisting someone to bring their ideas
forward to help them achieve the sense of pride they deserve upon completion. | am
excellent at mysteries/thrillers and fantasy, and | thrive in comedic exchanges and
have fun with horror stories. | took a break in 2021 but I’'m ready to get back to
ghostwriting. | look forward to helping others write their stories!

* % %

If you are an AWC member, offer ghostwriting services, and want to add your
information to this directory, please send an email to AWC Executive Director George
Weinstein with the following information:
e Your name
e Your email address
e Your website describing your ghostwriting services (if available)
e The fiction genres and/or nonfiction topics you have experience
ghostwriting
e A brief statement detailing your ghostwriting experience of 100
words or less.
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SCOTT EVELOFF, MD

Atlanta Writers Club

AWC Member
Book Launches
& Accolades

AWC member Scott Eveloff's novel Do Not Resuscitate was
published in October and resulted from a pitch Scott did at
the Atlanta Writers Conference. When medical intern Harry
Lindmark’s patient gruesomely dies, he fears an Angel of
Death is loose in his hospital. Soon, however, Harry falls
under suspicion when unexpected deaths mount. His
desperate investigation to clear his name reveals a
nightmarish conspiracy—hungering souls of those long-dead
are killing his patients, led by the vengeful soul of former
physician Sylvester Morrow, as heartless in death as he was in
life. Their motive is as unimaginable as it is grotesque—they
are seeking escape from a painful afterlife limbo by claiming
bodies left vacant at the moment of death only to be restored
to life through modern medical resuscitation. Burdened with
his infant’s death and a wife grieving alone due to his long
hours, Harry must now confront a more urgent challenge.
How can he overcome entities that have already escaped the
limits of life itself? The dead have their own plans for the
living they envy, leaving Harry in desperate pursuit of some
solution to save all those he cares about. In today’s hospitals,
instruments of healing can so easily be turned into
instruments of death. With a belief in worlds existing

beyond, Do Not Resuscitate becomes uncomfortably possible.

PURCHASE LINK

Scott Eveloff, MD is a pulmonary physician with thirty years’
experience of treating seriously ill patients. He has appeared
on The Dr. Oz Show, ABC’s 20/20, and Inside Edition. He is
fascinated by history’s unsolved mysteries, among them how
the Holocaust could ever have happened. Consideration of
historical conspiracy theories, a belief in the possibility of the
supernatural, and his own dedication to uplifting the
disadvantaged and persecuted among us has led to his
current published writings and books. Dr. Eveloff loves to
travel but hates cruises, and can often be found attending
concerts of his favorite (aging) musicians. He is enjoying
retirement with his supportive physician wife. Spending time
resuscitating plot lines instead of patients, he remains
motivated by the comforting recollections of an uplifting
childhood and by his late son Andrew, whose boundless
enthusiasm lives forever like the characters he inspired.

17


https://www.amazon.com/Do-Not-Resuscitate-Hospital-Scream-ebook/dp/B0FFDJMWVY
https://www.amazon.com/Do-Not-Resuscitate-Hospital-Scream-ebook/dp/B0FFDJMWVY

continued from previous page

Killing the
Buddha on the
Appalachian Trail
walking On through
Self-poubt and Aging

John Turner

To include your book launch,
signing, publication, and award
announcements in a future
edition of the eQuill, please
send an email to Executive
Director George Weinstein

Atlanta Writers Club

AWC member John Turner’s Killing the Buddha on the
Appalachian Trail is a story of struggle and triumph that begins on
Springer Mountain in Georgia and ends 2,197 miles north at the
summit of Katahdin in Maine. In between those two mountain
peaks, and across 14 states, are miles of rain, sun, mud, hazards,
endless climbs, glorious vistas, bugs, aching muscles, and surprises
around every bend. What began in Georgia as a retirement
pastime slowly evolved into a spiritual journey of self-discovery
and reflection on past failures. Along the way, the camaraderie of
fellow hikers and their encouragement sustained Turner, often
when he needed it most. Killing the Buddha dives deep into what
it means to accept the challenge of attempting something both
physically and mentally very hard, a long-distance journey where
failure is commonplace, hardship is a given, and success is life-
changing. Killing the Buddha on the Appalachian Trail ~ Walking
On through Self-doubt and Aging has won the National Outdoor
Book Award in the Journeys category.

PURCHASE LINK

John Turner is a Georgia writer, former reporter for The Atlanta
Journal, newspaper editor, magazine editor and columnist. An avid
hiker, John completed a five-year section hike of the Appalachian
Trail Aug. 24, 2022, at the age of 73, which became the impetus
for his memoir, Killing the Buddha on the Appalachian Trail ~
Walking On through Self-doubt and Aging, published by the
University of Georgia Press. The book’s National Outdoor Book
Award announced Nov. 13 follows an IPPY Silver Medal for
Creative Non-Fiction awarded to the memoir in May. John lives in
Blue Ridge and is currently wrapping up his first novel, which he
hopes to publish early in 2026. John participates in two Atlanta
Writers Club critique groups.
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Roswell Reads, a program of Friends of the Roswell Library, in partnership with
the City of Roswell and Bookmiser, presents

Writer to Writer
with Paula McLain

Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026 at 9:30 a.m.
Roswell Cultural Arts Center
950 Forrest St., Roswell, GA

The New York Times bestselling author of “The Paris Wife,” Paula McLain will talk
about her latest novel, “Skylark,” from a writer’'s perspective. She’ll share insights
into her historical research process and explore her choice to structure the story
using a dual timeline. McLain’s work has been published in more than 35 countries
and includes six novels, two collections of poetry and a memoir.

Tickets, including fees, are $15.
The author’s books will be available for purchase from Bookmiser book store.

To order tickets, go to roswelIcac.sho;fvare.com[\LVritertoWriterPauIaMcLain,
call 770-594-6232, or go to the Roswell Cultural Arts Center’s box office.

Roswell Reads is sponsored by Friends of the Roswell Library and supported by the City of Roswell, Friends of the East Roswell
Library, Fulton County Library System and Roswell Rotary Club.
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Roswell Reads, a program of Friends of the Roswell Library, in partnership with
the City of Roswell and Bookmiser, presents

The New York Times bestselling author of “The Paris Wife”

Paula MclLain

speaking about her latest novel “Skylark”

Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026 at 2 p.m.
Roswell Cultural Arts Center

950 Forrest St., Roswell, GA

The New York Times bestselling author of “The Paris Wife” weaves a
mesmerizing tale of Paris above and below — where a woman'’s quest for

artistic freedom in 1664 intertwines with a doctor's dangerous mission during the
German occupation in the 1940s, revealing a story of courage and resistance that
transcends time. Paula McLain's work has been published in more than 35
countries and includes six novels, two collections of poetry and a memoir.

Tickets, including fees, are $15 for the presentation or $35 for admission, an autographed
and personalized hardback copy of the book, reserved seating in the first few rows
and a photo with the author (to be taken between 1:00 - 1:45 p.m.)

To order, go to_roswellcac.showare.com/PaulaMcLainsSkylark,_
call 770-594-6232, or go to the Roswell Cultural Arts Center’s box office.

Roswell Reads is sponsored by Friends of the Roswell Library and supported by the City of Roswell, Friends of the East Roswell
Library, Fulton County Library System and Roswell Rotary Club.
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2025 Quarterly Webinar Series for AWC Members

In 2025, we are offering two separate
quarterly webinar series to AWC
members. Each series is $50 and will
grant you live online access via Zoom on
the date of each quarterly webinar as
well as a link to the recording for each
one, in case you're unable to attend the
live presentation or want to watch it again. Each
recording will be retained online, so if you register after
one or more of the webinars are held, you will still be
able to view the ones you missed. You will also receive
any handout(s) created for each webinar in the series.

The $50 cost for each series will help to pay for the
speaker's honorarium as well as contribute to the
Atlanta Writers Club's reserve for scholarships, support
of literary activities, and our building fund.

If you are not yet an Atlanta Writers Club member but
want to register for one or both webinar series, you will
have the option to add AWC membership to your total.
You will then also be able to attend our monthly in-
person meetings at no charge, participate in our critique
groups, enter our contests, and register for periodic
standalone online workshops offered free to members.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH
T.D. STORM

writing

. school 0"/

T.D. STORM is an award-winning writer and teacher
whose work has appeared in a number of journals and
anthologies, including Black Warrior Review, Copper
Nickel, Jellyfish Review, and Literary Hub. His passion for
storytelling and its inner workings informs his teaching,
editing, and mentoring. He runs an online writing school
which offers articles and courses geared toward helping
writers hone their craft of engaging and moving stories.

October 8, 2025 at 7PM Eastern

Backstory: To Be or Not to Be

Some seem to decry backstory as an anchor that drags
on the present-time story; others say backstory is
absolutely essential. We'll explore the debate and then
examine what methods you can use to incorporate

Atlanta Writers Club

backstory seamlessly. We'll also discuss how much
backstory to use and what purposes backstory really
serves.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH
MICHAEL LA RONN

'\\\

Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
The Ins and Outs of Self-Publishing

Have you finished your first book and are feeling

overwhelmed by what it will take to get it into the hands
of readers?

If you don’t know where to start, you might waste time
spinning your wheels or make critical mistakes that
make your author journey harder than it needs to be. But
if you follow the right steps, you can take control of your
publishing journey—and make more money—by taking
the indie route.

In this comprehensive hands-on workshop, indie author
Michael La Ronn will share the knowledge he’s gained
from more than a decade of independently publishing
his fiction and nonfiction books.

This webinar will cover:

* Best practices for working with editors and for
formatting your book for ebook and print

* Best practices for working with cover designers

* Curiously effective marketing and promotion
strategies

* And more, including the ability to ask questions and
get tailored advice for your own situation

The publishing process doesn’t have to be painful. Tune
in for a hands-on experience and leave with the
confidence and knowledge to publish your own work
professionally and successfully.

To select either or both quarterly webinar series,

please register here - LINK
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The National Authors in
Groeery Stores Program

|(|'—B er ‘“wal>
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The National Authors in Grocery Stores Program offers
an exclusive opportunity for authors whose books are
not currently stocked or distributed in Kroger and Kroger-
owned grocery stores to hold book signing events in
affiliated locations.

Goal: To provide authors with access to high-traffic retail
environments for book signings.

Locations: Over 1,650 program locations are available
across 19 states, including 168 stores in Georgia.

How to Sign Up and Participate:

Fee Schedule
Sign-Up Fee: $100
Per ISBN Fee: $25 (Discount available for 5 or more
books)
Annual Renewal: $100
Note: Use AtlantaWC in the referral section when signing
up so the Atlanta Writers Club will get credit for your
participation in the program

Phase 2: Setup & Approval
Barcode Scan Test: Bring your book(s) to a
participating store (as requested in the Welcome
Letter) to ensure each barcode can be scanned
successfully.
System Registration: Allow 30 days after successful
scanning for the store to register your books in their
system.
Schedule Request: Send an email request to
the National Authors in Grocery Stores
Program at groceryauthors@gmail.com with
your desired book signing schedule. Include
your list of dates and times and the grocery
stores where you'd like to sign.

Atlanta Writers Club

Internal Approval: Your requested schedule will be
registered and sent to store division leaders, who will
forward it to store managers.

Final Schedule: Your approved schedule will be
provided 2 weeks before each signing event.

Phase 3: Book Signing Day

Check-In: On the day of your signing, check in at the
Customer Service Desk and ask to see the store
manager to determine your signing location in the
store.

Setup: Set up your display. You must bring: A 2'x4'
table, tablecloth, your books, and a sign that says:
"Meet the Author. Get Your Book Signed Today."
Customer Purchase: When a customer asks to buy a
book: Sign the book and instruct them to pay for the
book(s) at the register with their groceries.
Payment: Allow 2 weeks for payment of 62% of your
sales.

To register for the National Authors in Grocery Stores
Program, please go to LINK and remember to use
AtlantaWC in the referral section when signing up so the
Atlanta Writers Club will get credit for your participation
in the program. Details are on the National Authors in
Grocery Stores website, but if you would like to write to

the program creator directly, you may reach out to
EMAIL. !ﬁ
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AWC Craft of Writing Certificate Program

THE ATLANTA WRITERS CLUB CRAFT OF
WRITING CERTIFICATE PROGRAM offers a
structured and focused approach to enhance AWC
members’ writing skills and help them achieve personal
and professional goals.

Specifically, this nine-month AWC Writing Certificate
Program is a premium opportunity designed to help you
with the following:

Skill Development and Refinement:
 Improve fundamental writing skills
* Understand major aspects of creative writing
* Develop critical thinking and analytical skills to self-
edit your manuscripts

Involvement and Credibility in the Writing
Community:
* Network with other participants via the Discord
online platform
* Demonstrate skill and dedication to the writing craft
» Cite the achievement in query letters and/or author
profiles

Personal Growth and Creative Expression:
* Cultivate a writing practice and discover new forms
of self-expression through assignment completion
* Receive constructive feedback on strengths and
weaknesses
* Build confidence by tackling challenges

Writers need to have a book-length fiction or

memoir manuscript either started (at least 5,000 words)
or completed—or a short story (or a group of connected
or unconnected stories) of at least 5,000 words—to
apply for this exclusive program.

This nine-month online program will begin in January
2026 and features eight new webinars by highly sought-

Atlanta Writers Club

after editor and author Lorin Oberweger, monthly
homework assignments with feedback from Lorin,
three one-on-one meetings with Lorin to assess your
progress, a Discord channel to give and receive peer
feedback, and an after-graduation bonus of an online
pitch/coaching meeting with a literary agent seeking
your genre (for those seeking traditional publication) or
an online coaching meeting with a bestselling self-
published author (for those seeking indie

publication). Applications for this premium opportunity
for members of the Atlanta Writers Club will be
accepted through December 15.

For complete details about the curriculum, cost,
application process and more, please click here: LINK
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Find time to
relax, write,
and win
prizes amid
the holiday
crush with
Kalen'’s
Christmas
Party!

It'll be on
December
6th at 11 AM
ET/8 AM PT/
4 PM UK via
Zoom and is
completely
free.

Kalen’s Online Christmas Party

Kalen Williamson is an author, scriptwriter, and a collector of Funko Pops and tea mugs. She is
the author of the short story anthology, Tapestry. She was also published in Business Insider and
in the short story collections, Campfire Stories and Dream Catchers. Kalen writes and runs Kalen’s
Creative Corner, a fiction and pop culture mashup. When she isn’t noodling around with other
writers, she’s out enjoying nature or watching the latest streaming sensation. Kalen lives in
Georgia with her piles of books.

This workshop will be two blissful hours of getting your writing done—prompts (for newsletters
and fiction) included!

Plus, you'll win prizes like:

Organized Chaos: Mindset Reset Workshop and Writing Guide: A workshop and guided PDF that
focuses on shifting your writing mindset to a productive place, helps you organize your writing
ideas and choose which one to work on next, plotting help, and a personalized 1:1 session with
me.

Brainstorming Bingo! Spooky Edition Bundle: A workshop to jumpstart your brainstorming. Plus
a first page editing offer.

Step-by-step Guide to Crafting a Great Story: A self-paced class that'll teach you everything you
need to know to write a brilliant story, including a full edit of the class assignment (a short story).

There will be a replay available of Kalen’s Christmas Party—an excellent coworking session to
watch for weeks to come. However, if you want the prizes, you need to attend live (since the
giveaways will be happening in real time).

This workshop takes place on December 6th at 12 AM EST/ 4 PM UK/ 8 AM PST on Zoom. The
link will be sent to you as soon as you sign up. Register here: LINK

Podcast: All About Writing with Ben & Sara

Looking for help with your writing? Hoping to learn more about the industry? Or
just looking for some fun folks to entertain you online?

Welcome to All About Writing with Ben & Sara, a weekly (or bi-weekly) podcast
that covers everything about the world of writing from the inside out. The show
is hosted by Bennett R. Coles (past AWC webinar provider) and Sara Dahmen,
two award-winning, best-selling authors who have experienced both indie and
traditional publishing along with ghostwriting, Hollywood, and more. Each
episode takes hold of a single topic under one of the following general themes

and dives in:
e Getting Started
e Writing Life
All About e Writing Craft
@ e Marketing
. — e The Business of Writing
Writing .

Screenwriting & Hollywood

All About Writing with Ben & Sara can be found as a podcast on your favorite
app, or here: AudioLink You can also find Ben & Sara on YouTube, if you want to

see their smiling faces: VideoLink g
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Launch Your Book with A Novel Idea

A Novel Idea: Empowering Authors, Inspiring Readers

At A Novel Idea, we're creating a vibrant literary community where
authors are empowered, their creativity celebrated, and every book
event becomes an opportunity for connection, discovery, and success.

e For audiences:
Our curated book events and launches bring readers face-to-face with
inspiring authors and the stories that stay with them long after the last

page.

e For authors:
We create free, author-centered events that put your story in the
spotlight—and you keep 100% of your book sales profits.

e  For consideration for inclusion in our 2026-2027 schedule:
°Book Launch: Submit your manuscript at least 3-6 months
before your publication date.
°Already Published? Submit your PDF.

For more information and to apply for consideration for a launch, visit their
website, select LAUNCH MY BOOK, and fill out the intake form.

Join A Novel Idea in bringing great books—and great conversations—to life!

£

HOW TO
RECOGNIZE
AN AWC
AUTHOR AT
CHRISTMAS

% . TIME

cafepress.com

Atlanta Writers Club
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How to Earn a Publishing Credit

The strength of the AWC as a
networking hub is rooted in our
members' enthusiasm to support
each other. Many of you have

compelling stories and valuable

lessons from your writing journeys
that deserve to be shared. Why not

transform those experiences into a

short article and submit it for the

upcoming issue of the eQuill? By
doing so, you'll not only assist your
fellow members in learning from
your triumphs and trials but also

earn a publishing credit.

If you want to submit an article for
consideration, please email it to AWC

Executive Director George Weinstein.

O N T
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m Your article, with a catchy/provocative/thought-
provoking title, that addresses your personal lessons
about aspects of the craft and/or business of writing,
in 300 words or less (can be in a Word doc attach-
ment or in the body of your email)

m A profile of you and your book(s) in 50 words or
less, as well as your website and social media links
(can be in the same Word doc attachment or in the
body of your email)

m Your head-shot and book cover image(s) in JPG
or PNG format, the higher the resolution, the better.

If you submit, expect to get a reply with edits and com-
ments and be willing to rewrite accordingly. Abide by
the word counts; one reason publishers and contests re-
ject work is that the writer can’t/won’t follow the rules.
While we want to publish articles by as many of our
members as  possible, we also need
these pieces to be uniformly high-quality and beneficial
so the 6,200+ recipients will look forward to reading

them month after month.

CAUTION: thisis NOT a chance to tout your book(s) and
say, “Buy this!” We're not offering billboard space here.
Rather, this is an opportunity for you to help other writ-
ers avoid pitfalls and apply successful strategies that
pertain to the craft and business of writing. Naturally,
you will cite examples from your work. That’s a fine way
to let people know you have books for sale; we'll also in-
clude a brief bio with links, a head-shot and book cov-
er(s) at the end of your article. The point is to be respect-
ful of your readers, who want knowledge—not product
placement.
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The AWC maintains this directory
In an effort to assist AWC mem-
bers with editor options for con-
sideration; however, the AWC
does not endorse the individuals
in this directory and is not liable
for any member’s experiences

For the editors listed below, please consider selecting a few and getting a
quote for how much some of them would charge to edit a sample (e.g., 20-
50 pages)--some charge by the page (e.g., $3-$5/page), others by the word
(e.g., $.01-$.05/word)--and define what kind of edit you want (develop-
mental versus line-editing, or both). Then make your selection (consider
picking two, for comparison purposes) and see if you like the job either ed-
itor did on that small portion of your manuscript before committing to

with these editors.

having your whole book edited by that person.

AWC Members Editor Directory

MJ BIGGS
Email  Website

Content editing, line editing, copy
editing, proofreading, and book
coaching for all fiction genres.

I've worked as a copywriter and
editor in corporate settings for over
10 years and have won numerous
regional and national awards for
my marketing content. In 2022,
shortly after publishing my literary
fiction novel, A Wonderful Place to
Die, | started my own book editing
business, Night Owl Fiction. I'm
open to all fiction genres and do
not shy away from heavy or difficult
topics. Email me for more details
on services and pricing.

BOBBIE CHRISTMAS
Email Website

Zebra Communications: Excellent
editing for maximum marketability

Fiction: Mainstream, science
fiction, paranormal, romance,
action adventure, fantasy,
suspense/thriller, mystery, young
adult, biographical novel, historical
fiction, and more. Nonfiction:
Memoir, biography, autobiography,
self-help, travelogue, essays, and
more.

When you hire me, you hire a
professional with more than 5o
years of experience. After 27 years
of editing and writing newspapers,
magazines, and corporate

Atlanta Writers Club

communications, | founded Zebra
Communications in 1992 to
specialize in editing fiction and
nonfiction. You and your
manuscript will be treated with
kindness yet honesty. I've edited
books for seven publishing houses,
so | know what publishers and
readers want. My services and
pricing are listed on my website.

JACOB ENGELSMAN

Email address Website

Specializing in short-form speculative
fiction of all genres (everything from
high fantasy to splatterpunk). Also
interested in narrative non-fiction and
memoir, especially if you think it’s too
weird.

I've been writing for several years and
decided to formalize my editorial
services. I’'m available for
developmental and copyediting. If you
need another set of eyes on your
collection of short stories or novella,
I'm here to help (willing to discuss full-
length novels).

KAY HUNT

Email

Available for proofreading:
Adventure, women'’s fiction,
fantasy, historical fiction, and
more. | have proofed several fiction
manuscripts, including period
fiction and fantasy. | have also

proofed all the content in over 300
service industry websites.

Since 2011, | have proofread over
3,000 website pages and several
book manuscripts. | have good
communication skills, can meet
deadlines, and efficiently work with
personal style preferences. | also
have over 20 years in print
production and graphics,
proofreading annual reports,
business brochures and related
materials, catalogs, and advertising

copy.

JUDITH KOLBERG
Email  Website 404-226-1381

Nonfiction Genres: lifestyle,
health, business, personal growth,
self-help, memaoir, spiritual,
inspiration, and narrative non-
fiction.

| am an experienced developmental
editor with fifteen years of
experience bringing multiple
authors to publication. | specialize
in content editing which includes
structure, clarity, interest, flow,
segue, overall readability and other
writing elements that make for a
fantastic reader’s experience.
Perfect for writers in need of a
rigorous, honest, and
compassionate first-reader or for
authors at any level seeking a
collaborative, effective editing
process designed to fit their
schedule and budget. Confidential
ghost-writing services available.
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JANIE MILLS
Email  Website

Available for editing: query letters,
science fiction, memoir, Southern
fiction, YA fantasy, sports fiction,
apocalyptic, detective/crime
fiction, soft erotica

I have a master’s degree in English
(Creative Writing) and have been a
full-time editor for five years. |
believe in understanding an
author’s voice and putting in the
work to get it right. | am blessed
with my editing talent and am
pleased to offer affordable, yet
professional, editing services.

CHRIS NEGRON
Email  Website

Available for query letter consults,
developmental editing

Author of the middle grade novels
Dan Unmasked (July 2020) and The
Last Super Chef (July 2021), both
from HarperCollins, available for
editing novels of all genres, but
with a particular focus on middle
grade and contemporary fiction for
adults and teens as well. Novel
editing price proposed after review
of sample chapter(s). Single-page
query letter feedback available for
$50 [ query.

JOE RENDACE
Email Website

Screenplays - All genres
SCREENPLAY REVIEWS: $99. Think
your script is ready? It's probably
not. Receive professional notes on
your plot/structure/ characters/
dialogue. | have written over a half

Atlanta Writers Club

a dozen screenplays, published two
novels and run two active podcasts.
| also have spent time as a script
reader for a NY movie production
house. Please sign up on
JoeRendace.com.

STEPHANIE SIEGEL
Email  Website

Final editing available for
nonfiction (especially health for
general audiences).

| read literature and am trying to
write it. But most of my career was
spent writing newspaper articles
(12 years) or editing them (12
years). My eagle eye for details
such as unanswered questions,
unsupported statements, and
inconsistencies made me a valued
copy editor at CNN.com, The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution,
WebMD, and the CDC.

ERIC SCARANTINO

Email

Genre Fiction, Developmental
Editing Line Editing, Proofreading,
Query Letters, Synopses and
Outlines.

All genres welcome.

Professional editor with over a year
of experience. | studied English
locally at UWG and interned as a
staff editor for LURe, an academic
publisher, and have provided my
editing services and educational
content to the Carrollton Writer's
Guild for over three years. My
current clients are primarily Adult
Fantasy and Middle Grade writers.
If interested, send me a sample of
1,000 words and I'll edit them for
free along with a quote.

MARIANN STEFANELLI
The Writer's High, LLC: Take your
writing to a higher level with
experienced, professional editing.
Email _ Website

Specialty areas: memoir and
narrative nonfiction; mystery,
thriller, romance, fantasy, women'’s
fiction, and commercial fiction;
book proposals and query letters.

A former public relations
professional, I've specialized in
developmental and line editing
since 2014. Editorial assessments
honor your voice and vision; all
communication is shared in a
respectful, encouraging manner.
I'm a coordinator for the Georgia
chapter, Editorial Freelancers
Association, and founded the
Writer's High Retreat, an inspiring
weekend retreat featuring literary
luminaries such as Winston Groom,
Cassandra King, and Patti Callahan
Henry. Read more about me and
my services HERE.

DAVE SWAN
Email  Linkedin

Nonfiction topics: Politics, defense,
foreign affairs, crime and legal
issues, education, taxes, music,
film, humor, relationships, and
writing about writing.

I’'m an experienced copy editor for
fiction and non-fiction. | can guide you
through the thicket of your first draft or
proofread the final version before it
goes off to the publisher. One of my
specialties is putting complicated
subject matter into plain, powerful
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language, always in your voice and
never in Al. My rates are reasonable
and flexible.

CHRISTOPHER SWANN

Email Website

Experience editing these genres of
fiction: historical (Civil Rights-era,
1980s, mid-to-late 19th century,
ancient Rome, medieval Europe),
crime, horror, suspense, thriller,
science fiction, literary

Experience editing these nonfiction
topics: personal essays/
autobiography, teaching/education

Atlanta Writers Club

As a developmental editor, | help
writers make their stories shine and
burn. From character arcs to
unfolding plots, from effective use
of setting to thematic threads, |
have worked with several writers
on all aspects of their novels-in-
progress. Most recently | edited a
coming-of-age novel set in ancient
Rome; a character-based mystery
set in the Civil Rights era; and a
horror novel with dual storylines
set in the 1980s and late 19th-
century. This plus teaching high
school English for thirty years and
publishing five novels gives me a

If you are an AWC member, offer
editing services, and want to add
your information to this directory,

please send an email to AWC

Executive Director George
Weinstein with the following

information: Your name, Your email
address, Your website (if available),
The fiction genres and/or nonfiction
topics you have experience editing,
& a brief statement detailing your
editing experience of 75 words or

less.

unique skillset to aid authors at all
stages of their writing.

A.E. WILLIAMS
Email  Website

A.E. Williams Editorial edits a variety of
fiction and nonfiction genres.

Experience: We perform copy, devel-
opmental, and line editing, among
other services, for indie authors and
publishing houses (including a Big 5
publisher). If interested in working
with us, please email us or submit your
sample on the services page on our

website.
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Free Online Promotion

PHoToGRAPH YOU VVWORKPLACE

JM Romera’s
Creative Space

FIND YOUR VOICE
AtlantaWritersClub.org

1. Take a picture of where you write. Don't

clean it up, show us the natural
environment where you make the magic.

You can be in the shot, or not.

. Send the picture to awc.member.

services@gmail.com with "My Creative

Space" in the subject line.

. Keep watching the Atlanta Writers Club

Facebook page and Instagram page and

when you are featured, share it with the

world. é

Free INTERNET ProvoTioN FOR AVWC MEMBERS

The Atlanta Writers Club website offers Free Promotion. We're

now featuring a page where AWC members can promote their

latest publication: SEE IT HERE

Current Atlanta Writers Club members are invited to add/update
their listing: please email your head-shot, book (or other
publication) cover, and website URL to AWC Executive Director

George Weinstein.

Atlanta Writers Club

£
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COSTA

COFFEE

members to participate in or start their own

M embership in the Atlanta Writers Club entitles

AWC-sponsored writing and critique groups,
where you and your colleagues can help each other

improve your writing craft.

Below is the current list of active AWC writing/critique
groups. If you have any questions about any of these
groups, or if you would like to start your own group,

please contact:

AWC Executive Director George Weinstein.

ON-LINE groups first, IN-PERSON groups following
GREEN GROUPS ARE OPEN, RED GROUPS ARE FULL

Online #1 WAIT LIST
Fiction & narrative non-
fiction. Meets on 2™ & 4
Wednesday of the month via
Zoom, 2pm. Contact:

Kelley Cody-Grimm

Online #2 WAIT LIST
Fiction only. Ongoing.
Please submit 100 pages for
vetting. Contact: Linh Pham

Online #3 OPEN
Speculative fiction for
complete ms or short
stories. Meets every 2 & 4™
wed., 8-10pm. Contact:
Xander Jon Dijk

Online #4 OPEN

Memoir & Fiction. Meets
2" Wednesday and last
Sunday of every month at
7pm with pre-share
excerpts of ~5K words.
Contact: Alex Reinshagen

Online #5 WAIT LIST
Short Stories Every 2nd
Thursday at 1pm.
Contact: Nathan Huebner

Online #6 WAIT LIST

Atlanta Writers Club

Young Adult & Middle Grade
Fiction Work.
Contact: Brad Scott

Online #7 WAIT LIST
Screenwriting (email for
details) 15t & 3" Friday of
every month at 7pm via
ZOOM. Contact: Liz Irland

Online #8 OPEN

All genres. Writing group
with preselected prompts,
writing time, sharing time, &
brief critiques. First
Thursday of month at 7pm
and the last Sunday of
month at 2pm.

Contact Malaika Simmons

Online #9 WAIT LIST
Romance 1%t and 3™
Tuesdays, 7-8pm using
Google Meets.
Contact: Olga Jackson

Online #10 WAIT LIST

We study books about the
craft of writing together.
Each member is expected
to: 1) read the portion of the
book assigned each week
and 2) Come prepared with

whatever exercise we agree
to each week. We meet
every Tuesday

from 9 to 11am.

Contact: Malaika Simmons

Online #11 OPEN
Published authors
convresation group. Meets
one hour every other
Saturday @ 10am. Limited
to 6 people. Must be willing
to lead a meeting every 3
months. Contact:
VirtualAuthorGroup

Online #13 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi, Fantasy, & Horror.
Meeting online every other
Tues @ 7pm.

Contact: Nancy Fletcher

Online #14 WAIT LIST
Adult Fiction Online, every
other Thursday, 7-9 pm.
Contact: Susanne Fincher

Online #15 WAIT LIST
Fiction 1st Saturday of each
month at 9:30am.

Contact: Perry Powell
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Online #16 OPEN

All genres Meetings are
virtual via Zoom every other
Monday at 5pm. Members
exchange drafts twice
monthly for critiquing.
Contact: Jeremy Logan

Online #17 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi and Fantasy Online
using Google Meet, 2" and
4™ Tuesday each month at
7pm. Contact: Abigail Biles

ONLINE #18 WAIT LIST
Fantasy and Science Fiction
Meetings are on Sunday, 9-
11 a.m. every other week,
with work sent to Nathaniel
ahead of time. Contact:
Nathaniel Chaney

Online #19 OPEN
Memoir. Meets on 2™ & 4"
Thursdays at 7pm.
Contact: Chetan Sanker

Online #20 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual
meetings are every other
Tuesday, 7-8 pm.
Contact: Daniel Cozart

Online #21 WAIT LIST
Poetry group for six experi-
enced poets, published/
seeking publication. Meets
weekly via Zoom on Tues-
days from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30
p.m. Poems to be shared on
Google Drive & reviewed be-
fore each session. Send 3 po-
ems to Rick Rohdenburg

Atlanta Writers Club

Online #22 WAIT LIST
Science fiction and fantasy.
Meets every other Thursday
evening 7:39-8:30 pm.
Contact: Mary Vallo

Online #25 OPEN

Picture book authors & au-
thor/illustrators interested in
crafting stories. Virtual meet-
ings on Google Meet, 1°t &
3" Thursdays at 7-9pm.
Contact: Kelley Likes.

Online #26 OPEN

Fantasy and Romantasy.
Meets virtually every Thurs.
at 7pm.

Contact: Jesslyn Parrish

Online #27 OPEN

Horror and thriller, novellas,
short stories. Meets on 2™ &
4" Thursdats 6-8pm. Con-
tact: Sean Stapleton

Online #28 WAIT LIST
Meets virtually on the first &
third Tuesday of each month
at 7pm.

Contact: Laura Kelly Robb

Online #29 OPEN
Nonfiction: Business/Leader-
ship, Self-Help, Inspirational,

Mind/Body/New Age, History.

Meets on 2" and 4™ Thurs-
day, 6:30pm. Contact:
Heather Pitts \Watson

Online #30 OPEN

Middle Grade and Younge
Adult Fantasy. Meetis vir-

tually on the last Friday of
each month at 12pm. Con-
tact Ann Dunn Wessberg

Online #31 OPEN

For aspiring blog writers and
journalist who blog. Meets
via Zoom every other
Wednesday at 7pm. Please
submit two writing samples
to be considered.

Contact: Semira Grevioux

Online #32 OPEN

Fantasy, Science Fiction,
and Horror (Adult). Meets on
Zoom on 2" and 4%
Thursdays at 7:30 pm.
Contact: Chris Porter

IN-PERSON

Acworth OPEN

Fantasy and magical real-
ism. Meets on 1%t Friday of
the month @ 7pm and the 3™
Monday of the month at
10am. Location TBD.
Contact: Nicole Escobar

Atlanta/Buckhead OPEN
Magical realism, horror, and
literary fiction. Meets at
leader’s home on second
Thursday of each month
from 6:30 - 8pm.

Contact: Gale Huxley

Atlanta Northside OPEN
SciFi but open to other types
of speculative fiction. Meet-
ings every second Saturday
of the month at the Fellini’s
Pizza in Buckhead @ 11 AM.
Contact: Joe Lamb
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Atlanta/South Brookhaven
WAIT LIST(LIMITED 1O 10)
Literary fiction. Meets in
person at pre-selected
location, 6-9pm every other
Tues. We'll discuss
preshared excerpts and pre-
meeting critiques. wmireo 1o 10)
Contact: Jim Alton

Atlanta/Southside

WAIT LIST

Young adult & Middle Grade
Fiction. Meets Mondays or
Tuesdays @ 6:30pm.
Contact Jessica Harlan

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction, Non-fiction,
Screenplays, Poetry. Meets
Thursday evening once a
month 6:30-8:30 in the
Chattahoochee Food
Works hall. Contact:

John Goldsmith

Chamblee OPEN

Poetry group for those who
want to publish and write 1
poem/week. Meet at Dekalb
Co. Public Library-Chamblee
every other Tuesday

from 6-8pm.

Contact: Olivia Mckenzie

Chattanooga, TN OPEN
All fiction genres, with focus
on mystery, romance, and
historical fiction. Meets on
the first Saturday of every
month at 11am at The Book
and Cover bookshop

(first meeting on
September 6™, 2025).
Contact: Rachel Gates

Decatur(1) WAIT LIST
Contemporary fiction, literary
fiction, Southern fiction,

Atlanta Writers Club

historical fiction, and memoir.
Meets on the 15t & 3 Wed.
6-8pm at the Toco Hils
Library

Contact: Billie Mears

Decatur(2) OPEN

Poetry - Meets on Sundays
at 1:30pm at Dancing Goats.
Contact: Madeline O’Neill

Decatur(3) OPEN

Short stories: primarily
literary & mainstream/
commercial. Meets every two
weeks on Thursday night.
Submit up to 5,000 words &
receive/provide written
feedback before each
meeting. Contact: Joe Owen

Dunwoody OPEN

Memoir and Narrative
nonfiction. Discuss
publishing paths, marketing
plans, & network growth. In-
person meetings on the third
Saturday of each month
before the AWC meetings,
starting at 12:00 p.m.
Contact: May Spangler

D’woody/Sandy Springs #1
OPEN

Advanced Writers in Thriller/
Mystery/Suspense Meet on
the Meeting on 2™ and 4™
Thursday each month at
7pm. Must have completed
MS. To apply, send Bill a
short bio & first chapter.
Contact: Bill Robbins

D’woody/Sandy Springs #2
WAIT LIST

Speculative fiction (novels
and short stories). Meets
every other Wednesday,

6:30pm. Usually at a
restaurant.
Contact: Calvin Clark

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction-All Genres. Thursday
evening, once a month, 6-8
p.m. In a restaurant/coffee
shop.

Contact: Emilee McWilliams

Lilburn WAIT LIST

All Genres. Meets on 3
Thursday of each month at
Mountain Park Library, 1210
Pounds Rd., Lilburn, GA
30047 @ 6:30pm.

Contact: Laura Sellers

Hall County OPEN
Literary/Upmaret Fiction.
Meets at member’s home in
Flowery Brranch on 2nd
Saturday each month at
9:30am.

Contact: Cait Petterson

Marietta(1) WAIT LIST
All genres. Meets at
member’s house 1st & 3rd
Tues. 6:30-8:00pm.
Contact: Linda Sullivan

Marietta(2) OPEN

All genres and experience
levels. 3rd Wednesday of the
month, 6-7 p.m. at Switzer
Library. Meet other creatives,
brainstorm ideas, work on
writing prompts, and learn
about the craft.

Contact: Anna Frantz

or (770) 528-2366

North Druid Hills/Briarcliff/
Toco Hills OPEN
All Genres. Meets every
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other week on Thursdays at
6pm. Contact: Rachel Beard

Jackson OPEN

All genres. Meets every
Saturday at 11am at The
Brickery restaurant.
Contact: Michael McLarnon

Roswell WAIT LIST

All genres. Every Tuesday 6-
8pm at Scooters in

West Roswell.

Contact: George Weinstein

Sandy Springs WAIT LIST
Fiction & N/F (Please
indicate what you are writing,
any published work, and
expectations.) Saturdays
except when AWC meets,
2:00-4:00 PM in member's
home or virtual.

Contact: Jerry Weiner.

Atlanta Writers Club

1 NoTE
THAT FEWER
ol SCHOOLS TEACH

T, HANDWRITING...

Smyrna OPEN

Fantasy, Romantasy,
Romance (all sub-genres),
Magical Realism. Meets at
Smyrna Coffee (2264 Atlanta
Rd SE, Suite 103) weekly on
Saturday 12pm - 3pm.
Submit sample of 1000-2000
words to be considered.
Contact Roshuma Florence

Suwanee OPEN

Fiction, Non-fiction,
Screenplays, Poetry. Meets
Saturday mornings from
10:30 to 12:30, alternating
between a co-working space
and online.

Contact: Jill Cobb

m . 3 h oy
[2VE CRANLIND © v tavegranions.com
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Membership Information

IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY A MEMBER...

The AWC has an automated system for tracking
memberships and alerting members when it's
time to renew.

Without your continued support of the Atlanta
Writers Club we would not be able to bring fabu-
lous speakers to our meetings nor provide gener-

ous cash awards for our annual writing contest.

* You will receive an e-mail from the system
(showing Executive Director George

Weinstein’s (e-mail address ) one month

before your membership expiration date.

¢ If you haven't renewed within a week, you
will receive another e-mail every seven days,

with a final e-mail one week from expiration.

¢ If the expiration date for your membership
passes without renewal, the system will mark

your membership as expired.

* It is a good e-mail practice to check your
spam/junk folder to see if any legitimate e-
mail has been misfiled there, possibly
including the email you'll receive from
George prior to the expiration of your

membership.

AENEWED

Atlanta Writers Club

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS...

* Monthly Meetings.

* Periodic Workshops.

e Twice-Yearly Atlanta Writers Conference.

* Annual Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference.

e Critique Groups.

e Writing Contest With Cash Prizes And Publication.
e Opportunities To Sell Your Books.

* FreeTickets To Author Events.

e Free Monthly Newsletter

e Free Book Promotions

WE ARE ONE OF THE BEST literary bargains in town.
The Atlanta Writers Club is simply a group of writers that
work together to help each other improve their skills
and attain their writing goals. Anyone can join, with no
prior publication requirements.

Potential members are invited to attend a first meeting
as our guest. After that, we're sure you will want to
become a member and take advantage of all the
benefits that come with it.

You may join The Atlanta Writers Club at any of our
events or meetings, or pay on line at our website using

PayPal at OUR WEBSITE.

Regular membership dues are $60 per year per person.
Students can join for $10 per year. Family members of
active AWC members can join for $30 per year. Our
Membership Form is on the last page of this newsletter.

If you have additional questions, contact AWC Executive

Director George Weinstein f
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\- THE ATLANTA WRITERS CLUB O wevnmem

HELPING ATLANTA'S AUTHORS LEARN THE CRAFT + BUSINESS OF WRITING D Renewsl
Name
Email Address Phone
Street Address
City, State, ZIP
AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES
One-Year Membership S 6000 s
One-Year Student S 1000 3
Five-Year Membership 5§ 250,00 3
Lifetime Membership S 499.00 s
FAMILY MEMBERS (Enter names below) Number of
Family Members - One Year S 3000 3
Family Members - One-Year Student S 1000 s
Family Members - Five Year S 125.00 s
Family Members - Lifetime S 250.00 $
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION
AWC General Fund 5
AWC Scholarship Fund 5
TOTAL Make checks payable to Atlanta Writers Club 5
|
Mail your check and this form to: Atlanta Writers Club
c/o Jerry Weiner, Treasurer
8080 Jett Ferry Road
Atlanta, GA 30350
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Yes! | would like to become an AWC Volunteer
O Monthly Meetings [] conferences [[] BookFestivals [ ]| Other
Family Members
Name
Email Address Phone
Name
Email Address Phone

Atlanta Writers Club
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