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November 15 - AWC Monthly Meeting & Mixer In-Person at GSU-
Dunwoody for Members and First-Time Guests, 1:30-4:00 pm Eastern
Dual Speakers: Allison Alsup and Jessica Kinnison - More Than Hot Air:

Crafting Compelling Dialogue

This author integrates Southern Gothic features such as eccentric, flawed charac-
ters, small-town settings, and themes of alienation, using these to highlight
broader aspects of the human condition. She adapted the Gothic genre by making
her "monsters" poignantly human and placing them within realistic, hot Southern
environments instead of traditional eerie landscapes. This adaptation brings psy-
chological suspense and a sense of melancholy to her stories without resorting to
sentimentality.

Her characters, while eccentric or physically unusual, are treated with deep com-
passion, illuminating their inner lives and struggles without judgment. Her tone is
frequently tragicomic “funny yet sad” employing a style that is at once realistic and
just slightly distorted to reveal deeper truths about human nature. This gives her
novels an atmosphere that is both believable and slightly surreal.

Who is she?

Cover art by
Gene Bowen

You'll find the author’s name hidden in plain sight—two places—in this newsletter.
Neither the author on the cover nor their books are used as an endorsement by the
AWC, its officers, or its members.

Gene Bowen, eQuill Publisher
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A Message From the President

Embracing the Season of Change: Fall Reflections for Writers
By Dr. T. Carter, AWC President

As the air cools and the vibrant hues of fall paint the landscape, writers are
offered one of the richest seasons of inspiration. Autumn invites us to slow
down, reflect, and harvest the fruits of the year’s labor, both in life and in our
creative pursuits. It’s a time when change feels tangible, rustling through the
trees and echoing in our own need to evolve as storytellers.

Fall embodies three powerful themes of change, harvest, and reflection. Each
offers us an opportunity to grow. Change challenges us to embrace new
perspectives, experiment with fresh ideas, or finally start that project we’ve
postponed. Harvest reminds us to celebrate our progress, like completed
drafts, creative breakthroughs, or simply the courage to keep writing.
Reflection invites us to pause, look back over the year, and consider what
lessons have shaped our voice and vision.

This season also symbolizes maturity and abundance, a creative culmination
before the quiet of winter. Yet, like the trees shedding their leaves, fall
encourages us to let go of self-doubt, perfectionism, and the habits and
stories that no longer serve us. In that release, we make room for renewal and
new inspiration.

Let this be your creative call to action: explore the themes of fall within your
writing by possibly infusing your stories, poems, or essays with the essence
of change, the rhythm of reflection, and the beauty of transformation.
Strategically weave autumn’s metaphors into your work to deepen meaning
and invite your readers into the warmth, wisdom, and wonder of the season.

Let us welcome fall.

Bio:

Dr. T. is a college professor by trade, an entrepreneur, and a published author.
A true lover of all things memoir, she is currently working on her own. You
can follow her journey on Instagram @drtlcsquaed, on TikTok @drtlc2, or
learn more at drtcarter.com.




Photos courtesy of Phil Fasone & Patrick Scullin

October 18 AWC Meeting Photos

To see all the photo, click LINK

October 24-25 Atlanta Writers Conference Photos

P

To see all the photo, click LINK
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November 15 AWC Meeting Agenda

November 15th Atlanta Writers Club Meeting for AWC
Members and First-Time Visitors

November 15, 12:45 p.m.-4:15 p.m. at GSU-Perimeter
College: Dunwoody Campus, 2101 Womack Rd,
Dunwoody, GA 30338, Building NC auditorium and
cafe. (If you're not on our mailing list, use the form here
to add yourself so you will get any updates about this
meeting.)

This meeting may be recorded; if so, the recording link
will be shared via email. No RSVP needed.

12:45-1:30 p.m. Nosh and Networking Mixer for
members and first-time visitors in the meeting

. Please arrive for our meeting as early as 12:45 so
you can check in, and then join everyone for a meet and
greet opportunity in the Building NC cafe to build your
network and make new friends.

1:30-1:45 p.m. AWC announcements and upcoming
events with AWC President Dr. T. Carter

1:45 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Speakers - Allison Alsup and Jessica
Kinnison - More Than Hot Air: Crafting Compelling
Dialogue

Allison Alsup is an
award-winning writer,
teacher and editor. Her
debut novel, Foreign
Seed, was published by
Turner Publishing in
June 2024 and was
named a finalist in
debut fiction by the
2025 American Jewish
Book Awards. She
holds an M.F.A. in
Fiction from Emerson College. Her short fiction has won
multiple contests and appears, among other places, in
the 2014 O’'Henry Prize Stories and the U.K.'s 2018
Manchester Fiction Prize shortlist, her non-fiction in Best
Food Writing 2015.

As co-founder of the New Orleans Writers

Workshop, Allison has taught a multitude of classes,
helping hundreds of writers to hone their craft and
achieve their creative writing goals—whether that be
revising a story, seeking their first publication or
applying to M.F.A. programs. Allison also mentors
writers one on one, both in New Orleans and across the
United States, on projects ranging from short personal
essays to full-length novels. She oversees the

Atlanta Writers Club

for AWC Members and
First-Time Guests

developmental editorial services for the New Orleans
Writers Workshop.

Jessica Kinnison's work
has appeared in Columbia
Journal, Phoebe, Entropy,
Juked, and The Southern
Humanities Review,
among other
publications. A 2018
Kenyon Review Peter
Taylor Fellow, her work
has twice been
nominated for a Pushcart
Prize. In April 2020, she
was listed as the first of eight New Orleans poets to
watch in POETS & WRITERS.

She holds an M.F.A. in Fiction and Pedagogy from
Chatham University in Pittsburgh where she taught
creative writing in the Allegheny County Jail as part of
the Words Without Walls program. She has taught
creative writing for nearly two decades in jails, prisons,
housing facilities, healthcare facilities, adult learning
classrooms, and at universities including Tulane and
Loyola University New Orleans. A Mississippi native, she
is co-founder of the New Orleans Writers Workshop and
former host of the Dogfish Reading Series.

Allison and Jessica will tackle the essentials when it
comes to creating effective dialogue including style and
craft as well as dialogue’s core functions within scene.
They'll discuss examples from contemporary writers and
specifically, how you can apply these lessons to your own
writing through guided, custom exercises.

Intended for writers of any genre that employs dialogue,
including fiction, essays, plays, and screenplays. No
formal writing training is required, although even
seasoned writers will benefit from the nuances of this
discussion.

4:00-5:00 p.m. Book signing with Allison Alsup and
Jessica Kinnison

This program is supported in part by Georgia Council for the Arts through the
appropriations of the Georgia General Assembly. Georgia Council for the Arts also
receives support from its partner agency — the National Endowment for the Arts.
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November 8, 2025 AWC Marketing Workshop

Develop Your Marketing
Plan: Even if You're Still
Working on Your First
Book

-Why email newsletters are more

o effective than social media posts.
Nov. 8%, GSU-Dunwoody Auditorium

12:30-4:00 p.m. .
30-4:00p - How to grow an actively engaged

Don't Just Learn about Book Marketing: Develop Your mai|ing list.

Own Marketing Plan

Authors and AWC Officers Kim Conrey and George
Weinstein have more than two decadeZ of combingd - How to make the best use of yetHs
experience marketing and selling their fiction and website.

nonfiction books. They want to help you to create your

own marketing plan to give your book sales a jump-start

or, if you're still working on your first book, getting ahead - Bookbub. BookFunnel. and
’ ’

of the game so you can build your platform. .
numerous other free marketing

Rather than just providing you with hours of lecture on tools at your disposal

various aspects of online marketing and in-person sales, )

Kim and George will guide you through the creation of

your own plan with a template you'll complete as the . .

workshop progresses. By the end, you'll have a path- 'T'PS about using Amazon and
forward for everything from platform building with Facebook ads.

newsletter and social media, to online advertising to
writing a script for contacting bookstores and conducting
your signings to maximize sales, and you can set in _ . .
motion, as early as possible, the processes that will give Makmg the PerfeCt PItCh to get

you greater access to opportunities important to the signings at bookstores and
success of your books. speaking gigs at book festivals.

The cost is $75 for AWC members and $135 for
nonmembers and those needing to renew before

November 8 (this additional fee provides 365 days of - Conducting yourself at book
AWC membership). signings and public speaking g
For speaker bios and registration, click here: LINK events. =
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2027 Townsend Prize for Fiction Now Accepting
Nominations

Awarded every two years, the Atlanta Writers Club-Georgia Writers
Museum Townsend Prize for Fiction honors the best piece of literary fiction
written by a Georgia author during the time since the last award. The 2027
Townsend Prize is accepting nominations for literary novels traditionally
published between December 2024 and November 2026.

Past winners include Alice Walker, Mary Hood, Terry Kay, Ferroll Sams, and—
in 2025—Denene Millner.

A selection committee that includes members of the Georgia literary
community will consider all qualified contenders for the cash prize and
crystal award by reviewing all eligible works and narrowing the list of
possibilities to ten finalists, which will then be sent to three out-of-state
judges for the final decision.

To review the Townsend Prize rules and nomination requirements, and t
apply, please click here: LINK ! é_

DONATE NOW AND MAKE IT HAPPEN

The IRS has awarded the Atlanta Writers Club 501(c)(3) status as a nonprofit organization, so you can make
tax-deductible donations to the club!

We have a special donation link set up in support of
our 2027 Townsend Prize for Fiction, which honors
the best literary novel by a Georgia author in 2025-
2026.

Click here to donate and support:

] lanta Wrters_Club » » Scholarships for AWC memberships and

1 conference attendance for those in need.

» » Expansion of our programming.

» » Endowment of our monthly meeting
speakerships.

» P Building fund to provide a permanent home
for the AWC to enable weekly learning and
networking activities.

All gifts are appreciated.

If your employer offers matching donations, please
contact your HR department for details/forms and let
us know if we can provide AWC information to you.
Thank you for your support of the Atlanta Writers
Club!

Atlanta Writers Club 8
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AWC Seeking TikTok Marketing Volunteer

d' TikTok

atlanta.writers.club Awc

Q s \ THE ATLANTA
& ( {/ . Follow Message 2 e
{} For You c 413 Likes

1 Following 17 Followers

&] Shop — ' ol Official TikTok of the Atlanta Writers Club

(@ Explore

We're looking for a TikTok Content Manager volunteer to help us connect with the broader
writing community online.

WhatYou'll Do

* Post 2-3 short videos per week showcasing our writing community

e Share writing tips, member spotlights, book recommendations, or fun literary content
* Engage with comments when you have time

* Have creative freedom to try trends that fit our vibe

The time commitment is flexible, approximately 1-3 hours per week
This role is designed to fit around your schedule. You can batch film content when you like
and schedule posts in advance.

What We're Looking For

*You're already active on TikTok and understand what makes content engaging
*You can film and edit simple videos (even just using your phone and TikTok's tools)
*You love books, writing, or the creative community

* Bonus: You have experience creating content or growing a TikTok account

What You'll Gain

e Portfolio-building experience in social media management
* Creative freedom and support from our leadership team

e Connection with a supportive community of 1,500 writers
* Flexible, remote opportunity that fits your schedule

To Apply
Please send the following to Patrick Scullin, VP of Marketing

* A brief note about why you're interested
¢ A link to your TikTok account or examples of content you've created
* One or two ideas for videos you'd make for our club.

We can't wait to see your creativity!

Atlanta Writers Club
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A Book Vending Machine Provides an Outlet for D.C.—
I lt Area Authors after Funding Cuts

B o
ox Brittney Melton for NPR

read local

A vending machine in Washington, D.C., is providing nourishment — for the
mind. LitBox is filled with books by local authors, just steps from the White
House, World Bank and International Monetary Fund.

Lauren Woods launched the project in May after growing frustrated with
what she saw as some publishers' focus on sensationalism and the lack of
bookstores focused on local authors in the area. "I had friends who wrote
award-winning books and couldn't get their books into D.C. bookstores
because they were smaller presses, or they didn't have a mass appeal, or
the book buyer didn't think they would be profitable," Woods said. "And
that always seemed wrong to me."

|

Woods is the author of The Great Grown-Up Game of Make-Believe,
which won the Autumn House Press fiction prize last year. Her husband,
Andrew Bertaina, is also an author.

B LitBox

- -
Yo @ B

Inspired by a European book vending machine, she set about planting one
in the nation's capital to try to market books more equitably and see how
they sell. The hypercompetitive publishing industry makes it challenging for
some books to get into stores, and Woods wants those she still finds
excellent to get to readers. "Although those bigger books are going to be
marketed differently, when they are marketed equally, they sell pretty
equally," Woods said.

Click to read the entire article: LINK

W

— Launching Ghostwriters Directory and Author Coaching Directory in
" .g Monthly eQuill and Job Board for Writers in Weekly Emails

If you are an AWC member, offer ghostwriting services and/or author coaching services,
and want to add your information to this directory, please send an email to AWC Executive
! ;s Director George Weinstein with the following information:
' 1. Your hame
2. Your email address
3. Your website (if available)
4. The fiction genres and/or nonfiction topics you have experience ghostwriting and/or
coaching authors about
5. A brief statement detailing your ghostwriting and/or author coaching experience in
100 words or less

If you want to share details about a job opportunity for writers, please send an email with
that information, including a link to the relevant website to AWC Executive Director 4
George Weinstein for inclusion in our weekly emails. E =

Atlanta Writers Club 10
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In Memoriam

Frank Walton Eastland

April 30, 1947 - September 29, 2025

Frank Walton Eastland, 78, of Roswell, Georgia, passed away
peacefully on September 29, 2025. Born on April 30, 1947, in
Las Vegas, New Mexico, to Robert Walton (Walt) Eastland |l
and Betty Ruth Eastland (née Lilly), Frank grew up as the
eldest of three, the protective and prank-loving big brother to
sisters Deb and Pam.

His childhood unfolded in Melrose, New Mexico, where he
was a member of Boy Scouts of America, Future Farmers of
America enjoyed participating and helping in the annual
harvest, until his junior year when the family moved to Santa
Rosa, New Mexico. He graduated from Santa Rosa High
School in 1965 as a member of the Honors Society. Frank
went on to study Finance at New Mexico State University,
while also engaging in the ROTC program. After graduating,
he moved and lived in Belen, Farmington, and Albuquerque,
New Mexico.

He made a move out of NM and landed in Austin, Texas,
before settling in Roswell, Georgia. On April 12, 2003, he
married Bernadette Kathleen Geraghty, his partnerin life's
adventures. A passionate cyclist, Frank advocated for safer
roads in Atlanta and helped bring a prestigious Italian race to
Roswell. He co-founded the publishing company Publish
Authority with his daughter, Raeghan, and, as an animal lover,
rescued his dog Blue while caring for his mother, Betty, and
shared his home with his jealous parrot, Alberto.

Frank is survived by his wife, Bernadette; children Walt (Amy
Benson) of Albuquerque, NM, Raeghan (Charles Rebstock) of
Pilot Point, TX; step children Kelly (Taina Hilton-Green) of
Stuart, FL, Bridget (Richard Garrard) of East Malling, England,
and Christopher (Rachel Alberts) of Fayetteville, GA;
grandchildren Orion, Soren, Alana, Marek, Olivia, Alaina,
Alice, Selah, and Adele; and sisters Deb of Oklahoma City, OK,
and Pam of Dallas, TX. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Walt (2008) and Betty (2018).
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Arthur Bradsher Hayes

November 20, 1950 - September 4, 2025

Arthur Bradsher Hayes, known to all as Brad, was born on November
20, 1950, in Charlotte, North Carolina. He grew up in Atlanta, attending
R.L. Hope and The Westminster Schools before heading to the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he proudly played
baseball for the Tar Heels.

Returning to Atlanta, Brad built a successful career in real estate with
Buckhead Brokers and Keller Williams. A natural born salesman, he
never met a stranger and always “knew a guy.” Confident, bold, and
sometimes pushy, he could sell you something you didnt need and
leave you grateful for it. With charm, unforgettable presence, and
eyebrows that practically told their own stories, Brad was impossible
toignore.

Brad lived life with relentless energy. Always in motion, juggling projects, cooking
giant pots of Brunswick stew, renovating, or planning the next party, he approached
everything with flair. After winning a Steve Martin lookalike contest at a Hawks game,
he earned the title “wild and crazy guy,” a nickname that couldn't have suited him
better.

Strong willed and occasionally stubborn, Brad was deeply generous and loyal. He
loved sharing his passions, from cooking to gardening. His tomatoes were famous,
hydrangeas enviable, and birdhouses always busy. And while he valued health, his love
of ice cream was nonnegotiable.

Brad cherished people. His childhood friends from Brookhaven were golden to him,
their adventures the stuff of legend. They were his chosen family, his sounding board,
and sometimes his project crew. To know Brad was to be fed like royalty, hugged like
he meant it, and occasionally put to work, but always with love. In later years, he also
found deep connection and spiritual grounding through his men’s Bible study group, a
source of faith, meaning and growth.

At heart, Brad was a storyteller. With natural cadence, sharp detail, and just enough
embellishment, he brought every tale to life. His book, King of the Southern Diamond,
was both his passion and legacy. From 2020 onward, no one escaped his handshake,
proud smile, or persuasive pitch to buy a copy. Baseball was his great love: he
collected memorabilia, befriended players, and rarely missed a Braves home opener.
On the tennis court, his attention-grabbing cry of “lights out” before a point became
legendary.

Most of all, Brad was a proud father to Bo and Jenny and a doting “"Opa” to his
granddaughters, Pearl and Olive. He was confident, gritty, determined, and full of
heart, a true force.

Brad was preceded in death by his son Bo, parents Mary and Fred, brother Freddy, and
sister Liz. He is survived by daughter Jenny (Brian), granddaughters Pearl and Olive,
sister Dottie (Harry) Lange, nephews John, David, and John Hayes, and nieces Anna,
Eleanor, and Mary.

t
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Jill Jennings

August 9, 1947 - October 15, 202

Jill Jennings, a beloved wife, educator, and talented writer,
passed away peacefully on October 15, 2025, in Lehigh Acres,
Florida. She was born on August 9, 1947, in Montour County,
Pennsylvania, to Roy B. Jennings and Mary E. Stanley, who
both preceded her in death.

Jill's life was a tapestry woven with passion, intellect, and a
love for the written word. She pursued her education
diligently, earning a Bachelor of Arts and a Master’s degree
from the University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia. Her
commitment to learning was matched only by her dedication
to teaching; Jill imparted knowledge as a Latin and English
teacher at several schools, where she inspired countless
students with her enthusiasm for literature and language.

On December 31, 1989, Jill married Paul Cheng in Cobb
County, Georgia. Their union was marked by love and mutual
respect, creating a strong partnership that would last
throughout her life. Jill is survived by her devoted husband,
Paul, who stood by her side through life’s many adventures.

In addition to her professional achievements, Jill was a gifted
writer, recognized for her talent with numerous awards that
celebrated her contributions to poetry and prose. She was an
active member of the Atlanta Writers Club, American
Association of University Women, and the Georgia Poetry
Society, where she connected with fellow writers and
engaged in her passion for poetry.

Jill loved to immerse herself in books, always seeking new
stories and ideas to explore. Her passion for reading fed her
creativity and enriched her life. She often turned her thoughts
and feelings into beautifully crafted pieces of poetry,
capturing the essence of human experience in her words.

Those who knew Jill will remember her not only for her
literary talents but also for her warm spirit and kind heart. She
was a person who touched the lives of many, and her legacy
will continue through the memories shared by her friends and
family.

Atlanta Writers Club 13



2025 Quarterly Webinar Series for AWC Members

In 2025, we are offering two separate
quarterly webinar series to AWC
members. Each series is $50 and will
grant you live online access via Zoom on
the date of each quarterly webinar as
well as a link to the recording for each
one, in case you're unable to attend the
live presentation or want to watch it again. Each
recording will be retained online, so if you register after
one or more of the webinars are held, you will still be
able to view the ones you missed. You will also receive
any handout(s) created for each webinar in the series.

The $50 cost for each series will help to pay for the
speaker's honorarium as well as contribute to the
Atlanta Writers Club's reserve for scholarships, support
of literary activities, and our building fund.

If you are not yet an Atlanta Writers Club member but
want to register for one or both webinar series, you will
have the option to add AWC membership to your total.
You will then also be able to attend our monthly in-
person meetings at no charge, participate in our critique
groups, enter our contests, and register for periodic
standalone online workshops offered free to members.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH
T.D. STORM

v/
5 o
~._ school ﬂ,\C/

T.D. STORM is an award-winning writer and teacher
whose work has appeared in a number of journals and
anthologies, including Black Warrior Review, Copper
Nickel, Jellyfish Review, and Literary Hub. His passion for
storytelling and its inner workings informs his teaching,
editing, and mentoring. He runs an online writing school
which offers articles and courses geared toward helping
writers hone their craft of engaging and moving stories.

October 8, 2025 at 7PM Eastern

Backstory: To Be or Not to Be

Some seem to decry backstory as an anchor that drags
on the present-time story; others say backstory is
absolutely essential. We'll explore the debate and then
examine what methods you can use to incorporate

Atlanta Writers Club

backstory seamlessly. We'll also discuss how much
backstory to use and what purposes backstory really
serves.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH
MICHAEL LA RONN

'\\\

Tuesday, December g, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
The Ins and Outs of Self-Publishing

Have you finished your first book and are feeling

overwhelmed by what it will take to get it into the hands
of readers?

If you don’t know where to start, you might waste time
spinning your wheels or make critical mistakes that
make your author journey harder than it needs to be. But
if you follow the right steps, you can take control of your
publishing journey—and make more money—by taking
the indie route.

In this comprehensive hands-on workshop, indie author
Michael La Ronn will share the knowledge he’s gained
from more than a decade of independently publishing
his fiction and nonfiction books.

This webinar will cover:

* Best practices for working with editors and for
formatting your book for ebook and print

* Best practices for working with cover designers

* Curiously effective marketing and promotion
strategies

* And more, including the ability to ask questions and
get tailored advice for your own situation

The publishing process doesn’t have to be painful. Tune
in for a hands-on experience and leave with the
confidence and knowledge to publish your own work
professionally and successfully.

To select either or both quarterly webinar series,
please register here - LINK
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Story Sculpting with Southern Breeze/SCBWI

SCEV

SOCIETY 2= CHILDREN'S BOOK
WRITERS & ([LUSTRATORS

with Seuthenn

Gtory Sculpting : E |

Don't miss the chance to learn from two of our PAL members. Katrina Moore and
Chris Negron are SCBW| Southern Breeze members with loads of knowledge to share
about how to sculpt stories from ideas--translating into boclks that sell.

When: November 8,
2025

Where: Decatur
Library (Atlanta area)
10:00 AM-4:00 PM
(with break for lunch)

$60 for SCBWI
Members

Join us for Story Sculpting with Southern Breeze Standouts, taught by
authors Katrina Moore and Chris Negron. In this writing intensive,
you'll learn about pacing, voice, query letter writing, and much more!
Choose three sessions tailored for picture book writers or kidlit
novelists (mix and match if you write both!) with an additional “ask us
anything” faculty panel. Great for beginners looking to improve their
craft and established authors interested in honing their skills.

When: November 8, 2025, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Where: Decatur Library, 215 Sycamore Street,
Decatur, GA 30030

Price: $60 for SCBWI members, $75 for non-members

For a complete list of sessions and to register, click here.

Atlanta Writers Club
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AWC Craft of Writing Certificate Program

THE ATLANTAWRITERS CLUB CRAFT OF
WRITING CERTIFICATE PROGRAM offers a
structured and focused approach to enhance AWC
members’ writing skills and help them achieve personal
and professional goals.

Specifically, this nine-month AWC Writing Certificate
Program is a premium opportunity designed to help you
with the following:

Skill Development and Refinement:
* Improve fundamental writing skills
* Understand major aspects of creative writing
e Develop critical thinking and analytical skills to self-
edit your manuscripts

Involvement and Credibility in the Writing
Community:
* Network with other participants via the Discord
online platform
* Demonstrate skill and dedication to the writing craft
e Cite the achievement in query letters and/or author
profiles

Personal Growth and Creative Expression:
* Cultivate a writing practice and discover new forms
of self-expression through assignment completion
* Receive constructive feedback on strengths and
weaknesses
* Build confidence by tackling challenges

Atlanta Writers Club

Writers need to have a book-length fiction or

memoir manuscript either started (at least 5,000 words)
or completed—or a short story (or a group of connected
or unconnected stories) of at least 5,000 words—to
apply for this exclusive program.

This nine-month online program will begin in January
2026 and features eight new webinars by highly sought-
after editor and author Lorin Oberweger, monthly
homework assignments with feedback from Lorin,
three one-on-one meetings with Lorin to assess your
progress, a Discord channel to give and receive peer
feedback, and an after-graduation bonus of an online
pitch/coaching meeting with a literary agent seeking
your genre (for those seeking traditional publication) or
an online coaching meeting with a bestselling self-
published author (for those seeking indie

publication). Applications for this premium opportunity
for members of the Atlanta Writers Club will be
accepted through December 15.

For complete details about the curriculum, cost,
application process and more, please click here: LINK

ONTHECOV ER
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MILITARY WRITERS
SOCIETY OF AMERICA

ANNOUNCES

H.W.'BUZZ" BERNARD

AS 2025 WRITER OF THE YEAR
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AWC Member
Book Launches
& Accolades

In the wake of being selected the 2025 Military

Writers Society of America (MWSA) Writer of the Year in July,
AWC member H. W. “Buzz"” Bernard's fifth novel in the When
Heroes Flew Series—Where The Dawn Comes Up Like
THUNDER—was awarded a Gold Medal in September in
Kansas City, MO, at the MWSA's annual conference. While a
standalone novel, it is essentially a sequel to 2023's When
Heroes Flew: The Roof Of The World.

Purchase Link

AWC member Catherine Hamrick pitched her book, at The
Tears of Things: Poems,the Atlanta Writers Conference and
signed with Madville Publishing a few months later.
The collection is a testament to the healing power of nature
and poetry. Charting Hamrick’s midlife journey through
depression, grief, and resilience, it's set against image-rich
landscapes and gardens in the Midwest and Deep
South. Seamus Heaney's interpretation of The Aeneid’s
famous line sunt lacrimae rerum—"there are tears at the heart
of things"—underpins Hamrick’s sensibility. Observing
seasonal flourishes and decay reminds us that love, joy,
longing, sorrow, and gratitude arise from life’s imperfection
and brevity.

Purchase Link
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30 o&wond resparch popars no one else was brave
eagugh 1o publish
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AWC member B. McGraw'’s latest book of humor is How to
Prove Anything: 30 Absurd Research Papers No One Else Was
Brave Enough to Publish. This book collects popular essays
from the renowned Cranberry-Lemon University Press’s most
illustrious scholars. Despite their questionable research
methods, bizarre obsessions, personal vendettas, and often
stunning lack of impartiality, the authors have irrefutably
broken new ground academically. How to Prove Anything
sheds new light on a wide range of topics. Famed academics
Dr. Tiffany Love and Dr. Chad Broman present a glimpse into
their shared life via a series of papers that unravel the
mysteries of modern romance. From time series analysis of
mood swings to Pavlovian behavioral modification to sub-
Nyquist sampling for balancing relationship attention with
video game performance, Chad and Tiffany find new and often
startling uses for tried-and-true algorithms, gaining insights
from which we can all benefit. Can | avoid arguments by
predicting moods with time series analysis? Can linear
programming help us determine who should do the dishes?
And, most pressingly of all... Can | fix him? Academic writing
has brought new knowledge into the world for hundreds of
years. This book may be the most vital contribution of all.
While some of the applications in this book may be niche, even
obscure reading will provide intellectual stimulation, spiritual
enlightenment or, at the very least, some entertainment.

Purchase Link

B. McGraw is the author of Et al . (2023), 69 (2024), and acts as
the chief editor of the Journal of Astrological Big Data Ecology
(jabde.com), which is a scientific journal version of The Onion.
There he writes many strange, abstract, and funny research on
topics to include “The Load Bearing Properties of a
Crunchwrap Supreme,” “Developing a Method for Cats to Get
More Wet Food,” science-themed personality quizzes, and
much more. By day he is a GTRI research engineer who works
in software and algorithm development in sensor fusion,
navigation, test engineering, modeling and simulation, and
data analytics. He obtained a B.S in Electrical and Computer
engineering at USAFA and an M.S. in Signals Processing from
the AFIT from the Air Force because he didn't want student
loans and didn't mind doing push-ups. He now lives in Inman
Park, and no, he’s not that rich. He’s enjoying young married
life with his wife, spending their time fostering many dogs
from Fulton County, cooking, and enjoying the many
neighborhood festivals of Atlanta.
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AWC member Katherine Nichols’s latest novel, Imperfect
Alignment, launches in November. Liz Tucker's childhood was
ruled by the stars. Every morning, her mother read the
horoscope page. When the prediction was positive, all was
good. But God help them if the planets were out of alignment.
Now a successful producer in an LA public relations firm, Liz has
escaped those arbitrary forecasts, but her mother's stroke takes
her back to her stepfather's beautiful Atlanta house, a place she
could never bring herself to call home. Once there, dark
memories resurface and terrify Liz with the prospect that her
mother's condition is the result of one horrific night. As she
struggles with distinguishing reality from imagination, she
comes to understand the reasons for her self-destructive
behavior. Everything from her terrible choices in men to running
away from the only man she really loved can be explained by
one dreadful event. Before she can reclaim what was lost, forces
return to destroy all she holds dear. Only Liz can stop them, but
will she be strong enough?

Purchase Link

Katherine Nichols is the award-winning author of The Sometime
Sister, The Substitute Sister, The Unreliables, Trust Issues, False
Claims, Canceled Policies, and Imperfect Alignment. A vice
president of The Atlanta Writers Club, she has also served on the
board of Sisters in Crime Atlanta. In keeping with her decades
long interest in empowering women, she co-hosts the
inspirational Wild Women Who Write Take Flight podcast.
Katherine lives in Lilburn, Georgia with her husband, two rescue
dogs, and two rescue cats.

Kathy's book launch for Imperfect Alignment will be on
Saturday, November 1, 12:00-4:00 p.m. at Book Exchange, 2932

Canton Rd. Marietta, GA.

To include your book launch, signing, publication, and award announcements
in a future edition of the eQuill, please send an email to Executive Director

George Weinstein

Atlanta Writers Club
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Launch Your Book with A Novel Idea

A Novel Idea: Empowering Authors, Inspiring Readers

At A Novel Idea, we're creating a vibrant literary community where authors
are empowered, their creativity celebrated, and every book event becomes
an opportunity for connection, discovery, and success.

e Foraudiences:
Our curated book events and launches bring readers face-to-face with
inspiring authors and the stories that stay with them long after the last

page.

e  Forauthors:
We create free, author-centered events that put your story in the
spotlight—and you keep 100% of your book sales profits.

e  For consideration for inclusion in our 2026-2027 schedule:
°Book Launch: Submit your manuscript at least 3-6 months before
your publication date.
°Already Published? Submit your PDF.

For more information and to apply for consideration for a launch, visit their
website, select LAUNCH MY BOOK, and fill out the intake form.

Join A Novel Idea in bringing great books—and great conversations—to life!

£

National
Authors in
Grocery
Stores
Program

The National Authors in Grocery Stores Program has been around for 23 years working with Kroger,
giving local authors the opportunity to hold book signings in 1,400 Kroger grocery stores across 20
states.

As of January 2025, the program is now in Georgia. To that end, the Atlanta Writers Club is working
to help promote the program. If you are interested in learning more about this exciting
opportunity, the program'’s qualifications and set up, please go to LINK . Remember to

use AtlantaWC in the referral section when signing up so the Atlanta Writers Club will get credit for
your participation in the program.

Details are on the National Authors in Grocery Stores website, but if you would like to write to the ¢
program creator directly, you may reach out to EMAIL

Atlanta Writers Club 20
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Why Vulnerability is a Writer’s Secret Weapon

By AWC Member Christina Victoria

When | first sat down to write my debut memoir, Freedom Passage, | thought
the hardest part would be structure: where to begin, what to cut, how to
organize my chapters. | quickly learned the real challenge was vulnerability. It
wasn’t about word counts or outlines, it was about deciding how much of
myself | was willing to put on the page.

Vulnerability is a writer’s secret weapon because it transforms words into
resonance. Readers don't just want polished stories; they want truth they can
feel in their bones. When | shared moments of sadness, exhaustion, or quiet
joy, those were the passages readers underlined, messaged me about, and
carried with them. What | once feared might make me look “weak” became
the very thing that made my writing resonate and touch the hearts of
readers.

Of course, vulnerability has boundaries. It's not spilling everything for shock
ﬁ value. It's choosing to reveal enough to build connection, while protecting the
7—7 parts of your story still healing. The discipline comes in shaping raw honesty
into crafted sentences that invite readers in, rather than overwhelm them.

For writers navigating their own projects, | encourage you to ask: Where am |
holding back because | fear being judged? What truth, if | wrote it, would set
someone else free? That's often where the real story lives.

R oy When we risk vulnerability, we give readers permission to see themselves in
Christina Victoria our words. And that is how stories stop being just pages in a book and start
becoming bridges, building connection, community, and the reminder that

none of us are ever truly alone.

Christina Victoria is the author of Freedom Passage: A Memoir in
Letters and The Glow Chronicles. She blends storytelling, leadership, and
lifestyle to empower others toward truth and healing. Through books, poetry,
and her Christina Victoria Collective brand, she inspires readers to honor their
glow.

website
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Psychological Trick That Turns

Writers Block into Momentum

The Psychological Trick That Turns Writer’s Block into Momentum
By Jo Light | No Film School

You're cruising through your screenplay when suddenly you slam into a wall.

Your protagonist needs to admit their love, or confront the villain, or solve the mystery, but
you have no clue what should actually happen on the page. The blank page mocks you.
Your creative momentum dies.

We've all been there.

The Oxford Writer calls this hitting "that part of the maritime chart that is blank except for
the words which the old cartographers would write, 'Here be dragons.™

But you don't need to turn this into an existential crisis. Whether you're writing a
screenplay or novel, here are some tips to_get through the block.

To read the rest of this article, click here: LINK

R Revival: Lost southern Voices (RLSV) celebrates historically

excluded, erased, or marginalized Southern voices. During this
annual literary festival, presenters discuss Southern authors or

R EV I VA L artists whose works are out-of-print or otherwise do not

receive the attention they deserve. Our tenth annual RLSV will

LOST SOUTHERN be March 19 - 21, 2026, so mark your calendars now!
Vo I C E S We have opened a “Call for Voices” for the fourth year, with
March 19 - 21, 2026 hopes that the festival will be a combination of invited guests and

chosen applicants. The Call for Voices for our 2026 festival is open

A now through December 1, 2025.

Atlanta Writers Club

What is a Call for Voices? It means we want to hear from you!
Do you have a favorite Southern author or artist that no one’s
ever heard of? Do you love talking up a writer that you feel like
people don’t read anymore but should? Let us know if you're
interested in participating in a panel discussion and presenting
on a Lost Voice. We are flexible and expansive in our
interpretations of “lost,” “Southern,” and “Voice,” and can't
wait to see what you're interested in. We are especially seeking
ideas that reflect and respect the diversity of Southern artists,
writers, and works.

Read the full Call for Voices and find the link to submit your
idea: LINK
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ATLANTA AUTHORS

a program of Friends of the Roswell Library, in
partnership with the City of Roswell and Bookmiser

e e i
CARCLYN NEWTON CURRY

Saturday, November 1 @ 2 p.m.

An historical fiction novel, Trudy’s Awakening is set in Atlanta in the
difficult years following the Civil War. Curry tells the story of three women -
one wealthy, one enslaved, and one middle class - whose lives intermingle as

they work together, with love and commitment, to overcome society's
barriers to their personal progress and the success of all women.

Join us for a free presentation with

Carolyn Curry

discussing her book

Trudy’s Awakening

£

Roswell D
georgis WEL LIBRARY

CULTURAL ARTS

Roswell Library, 115 Norcross Street

The event is free and open to the public, but you must register to attend:

Event made possible by Bookmiser; book purchase recommended.

AtlantaAuthorsga.com




GCPL November Author Talks & Adult Programs

Adult Services
Author Talks & Adult Programs

Local Author Day
November 1| 11 am - 2 pm | Norcross Branch

Come out and celebrate over 25 local authors from across Gwinnett
County! Explore new authors, purchase books, and have them signed!

Julie Olivia
November 8 | 12 pm | Peachtree Corners Branch

Grab your favorite fall candle and travel back in time to 1997 as USA
Today bestselling author Julia Olivia discusses her newest romance
novel, If It Makes You Happy, set in the autumn glow of small-town
Vermont. Books will be available for purchase and signing.

Karen White
November 17 | 6:30 pm | Duluth Branch

Join New York Times bestselling author Karen White as she discusses
The Lady on Esplanade, her newest thriller in the Royal Street series.
Books will be available for purchase and signing.

The Story of Raymond Santana of the Central Park Five
November 18 | 7 pm | Duluth Branch

Join Raymond Santana, one of the Central Park Five, as he discusses
his young adult illustrated memoir, Pushing Hope, which reflects on his
wrongful conviction and tireless fight for his 2002 exoneration. Books will
be available for purchase and signing.

Jeannine A. Cook

November 20 | 6:30 pm | Duluth Branch

Join Jeannine A. Cook as she discusses her debut novel, It's Me They
Follow, set in a world where a book shopkeeper becomes a reluctant

matchmaker, bringing soulmates together through books. Books will be
available for purchase and signing.

Discover more and register for programs at

www.gwinnettpl.org/adultservices/

ONTHETCOVER
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Hollywood Script Readers Fear They Could be Replaced by Al.
They Set Up a Test to See Who Gives Better Feedback

By Gene Maddaus for Variety

producer, he reads about three a week and farms out the rest to interns and film
students, who send back detailed coverage reports. But he struggles to get
through them all.

M orris Chapdelaine always has a daunting stack of scripts on his desk. As an indie

At a film festival, some friends suggested he investigate artificial intelligence to help
with his workload. "I was a little arm’s length with anything Al-related,” he says. "Some
of it scares me.”

But Chapdelaine did some research and eventually signed up for Greenlight Coverage,
which uses large language models to summarize scripts and grade elements like plot,
character arcs, pacing and dialogue on a scale of 1 to 10. It even gives a verdict: Pass,
consider or recommend.

He found the Al more honest than human feedback — even his own — while it doubled
his reading pace.

"It's such a time saver,” he says. "And it's getting better and better.”

If Al does anything well, it's summarizing written material. So of all the jobs in the
development pipeline, the most vulnerable may be the very first: the script reader. The
industry’s initial gatekeeper could someday be a software program.

Jason Hallock, a story analyst at Paramount, recalls his first unsettling experiments with
ChatGPT, the bot that launched the current Al frenzy. “*How quickly am | going to be
replaced?” he wondered. “Is it six weeks? Or six months?”

Working with the Editors Guild, which represents about 100 unionized story analysts, he
decided to find out. Earlier this year, he set up an experiment. He would ask Al tools to
cover some scripts, then stack up their reports against coverage generated by humans.
It was a test to see if he and his colleagues could compete.

Click to read the entire article: LINK


https://variety.com/t/greenlight-coverage/
https://variety.com/2025/film/news/hollywood-script-readers-replaced-by-ai-test-1236552756/

How to Earn a Publishing Credit

The strength of the AWC as a m Your article, with a catchy/provocative/thought-
networking hub is rooted in our provoking title, that addresses your personal lessons
about aspects of the craft and/or business of writing,
in 300 words or less (can be in a Word doc attachment
or in the body of your email)

members'  enthusiasm  to
support each other. Many of you
have compelling stories and

valuable lessons from your writing m A profile of you and your book(s) in 50 words or

journeys that deserve to be shared. less, as well as your website and social media links
Why not transform those (can be in the same Word doc attachment or in the
experiences into a short article and body of your email)

submit it for the upcoming issue of

the eQuill? By doing 50, yOU'|| not m Your head-shot and book cover image(s) in JPG

or PNG format, the higher the resolution, the better.

only assist your fellow members in
learning from your triumphs and
trials but also earn a publishing
credit.

If you submit, expect to get a reply with edits and com-
ments and be willing to rewrite accordingly. Abide by
the word counts; one reason publishers and contests re-
ject work is that the writer can’t/won’t follow the rules.
While we want to publish articles by as many of our
members as  possible, we also need
these pieces to be uniformly high-quality and beneficial
so the 6,200+ recipients will look forward to reading
them month after month.

CAUTION: thisis NOT a chance to tout your book(s) and
say, “Buy this!” We're not offering billboard space here.
Rather, this is an opportunity for you to help other writ-
ers avoid pitfalls and apply successful strategies that
pertain to the craft and business of writing. Naturally,
you will cite examples from your work. That’s a fine way

to let people know you have books for sale; we'll also in-
clude a brief bio with links, a head-shot and book cov-

If you want to submit an article for er(s) at the end of your article. The point is to be respect-
consideration, please email it to AWC ful of your readers, who want knowledge—not product
Executive Director George Weinstein. placement.
ONTHETCOVER
CARSON
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The AWC maintains this directory
In an effort to assist AWC mem-
bers with editor options for con-
sideration; however, the AWC
does not endorse the individuals
in this directory and is not liable
for any member’s experiences

For the editors listed below, please consider selecting a few and getting a
quote for how much some of them would charge to edit a sample (e.g., 20-
50 pages)--some charge by the page (e.g., $3-$5/page), others by the word
(e.g., $.01-$.05/word)--and define what kind of edit you want (develop-
mental versus line-editing, or both). Then make your selection (consider
picking two, for comparison purposes) and see if you like the job either ed-
itor did on that small portion of your manuscript before committing to

with these editors.

having your whole book edited by that person.

AWC Members Editor Directory

MJ BIGGS
Email  Website

Content editing, line editing, copy
editing, proofreading, and book
coaching for all fiction genres.

I've worked as a copywriter and
editor in corporate settings for over
10 years and have won numerous
regional and national awards for
my marketing content. In 2022,
shortly after publishing my literary
fiction novel, A Wonderful Place to
Die, | started my own book editing
business, Night Owl Fiction. I'm
open to all fiction genres and do
not shy away from heavy or difficult
topics. Email me for more details
on services and pricing.

BOBBIE CHRISTMAS
Email Website

Zebra Communications: Excellent
editing for maximum marketability

Fiction: Mainstream, science
fiction, paranormal, romance,
action adventure, fantasy,
suspense/thriller, mystery, young
adult, biographical novel, historical
fiction, and more. Nonfiction:
Memoir, biography, autobiography,
self-help, travelogue, essays, and
more.

When you hire me, you hire a
professional with more than 5o
years of experience. After 27 years
of editing and writing newspapers,
magazines, and corporate

Atlanta Writers Club

communications, | founded Zebra
Communications in 1992 to
specialize in editing fiction and
nonfiction. You and your
manuscript will be treated with
kindness yet honesty. I've edited
books for seven publishing houses,
so | know what publishers and
readers want. My services and
pricing are listed on my website.

JACOB ENGELSMAN

Email address Website

Specializing in short-form speculative
fiction of all genres (everything from
high fantasy to splatterpunk). Also
interested in narrative non-fiction and
memoir, especially if you think it’s too
weird.

I've been writing for several years and
decided to formalize my editorial
services. I’'m available for
developmental and copyediting. If you
need another set of eyes on your
collection of short stories or novella,
I'm here to help (willing to discuss full-
length novels).

KAY HUNT

Email

Available for proofreading:
Adventure, women'’s fiction,
fantasy, historical fiction, and
more. | have proofed several fiction
manuscripts, including period
fiction and fantasy. | have also

proofed all the content in over 300
service industry websites.

Since 2011, | have proofread over
3,000 website pages and several
book manuscripts. | have good
communication skills, can meet
deadlines, and efficiently work with
personal style preferences. | also
have over 20 years in print
production and graphics,
proofreading annual reports,
business brochures and related
materials, catalogs, and advertising

copy.

JUDITH KOLBERG
Email  Website 404-226-1381

Nonfiction Genres: lifestyle,
health, business, personal growth,
self-help, memaoir, spiritual,
inspiration, and narrative non-
fiction.

| am an experienced developmental
editor with fifteen years of
experience bringing multiple
authors to publication. | specialize
in content editing which includes
structure, clarity, interest, flow,
segue, overall readability and other
writing elements that make for a
fantastic reader’s experience.
Perfect for writers in need of a
rigorous, honest, and
compassionate first-reader or for
authors at any level seeking a
collaborative, effective editing
process designed to fit their
schedule and budget. Confidential
ghost-writing services available.
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JANIE MILLS
Email  Website

Available for editing: query letters,
science fiction, memoir, Southern
fiction, YA fantasy, sports fiction,
apocalyptic, detective/crime
fiction, soft erotica

I have a master’s degree in English
(Creative Writing) and have been a
full-time editor for five years. |
believe in understanding an
author’s voice and putting in the
work to get it right. | am blessed
with my editing talent and am
pleased to offer affordable, yet
professional, editing services.

CHRIS NEGRON
Email  Website

Available for query letter consults,
developmental editing

Author of the middle grade novels
Dan Unmasked (July 2020) and The
Last Super Chef (July 2021), both
from HarperCollins, available for
editing novels of all genres, but
with a particular focus on middle
grade and contemporary fiction for
adults and teens as well. Novel
editing price proposed after review
of sample chapter(s). Single-page
query letter feedback available for
$50 [ query.

JOE RENDACE
Email Website

Screenplays - All genres
SCREENPLAY REVIEWS: $99. Think
your script is ready? It's probably
not. Receive professional notes on
your plot/structure/ characters/
dialogue. | have written over a half

Atlanta Writers Club

a dozen screenplays, published two
novels and run two active podcasts.
| also have spent time as a script
reader for a NY movie production
house. Please sign up on
JoeRendace.com.

STEPHANIE SIEGEL
Email  Website

Final editing available for
nonfiction (especially health for
general audiences).

| read literature and am trying to
write it. But most of my career was
spent writing newspaper articles
(12 years) or editing them (12
years). My eagle eye for details
such as unanswered questions,
unsupported statements, and
inconsistencies made me a valued
copy editor at CNN.com, The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution,
WebMD, and the CDC.

ERIC SCARANTINO

Email

Genre Fiction, Developmental
Editing Line Editing, Proofreading,
Query Letters, Synopses and
Outlines.

All genres welcome.

Professional editor with over a year
of experience. | studied English
locally at UWG and interned as a
staff editor for LURe, an academic
publisher, and have provided my
editing services and educational
content to the Carrollton Writer's
Guild for over three years. My
current clients are primarily Adult
Fantasy and Middle Grade writers.
If interested, send me a sample of
1,000 words and I'll edit them for
free along with a quote.

MARIANN STEFANELLI
The Writer's High, LLC: Take your
writing to a higher level with
experienced, professional editing.
Email _ Website

Specialty areas: memoir and
narrative nonfiction; mystery,
thriller, romance, fantasy, women'’s
fiction, and commercial fiction;
book proposals and query letters.

A former public relations
professional, I've specialized in
developmental and line editing
since 2014. Editorial assessments
honor your voice and vision; all
communication is shared in a
respectful, encouraging manner.
I'm a coordinator for the Georgia
chapter, Editorial Freelancers
Association, and founded the
Writer’s High Retreat, an inspiring
weekend retreat featuring literary
luminaries such as Winston Groom,
Cassandra King, and Patti Callahan
Henry. Read more about me and
my services HERE.

DAVE SWAN
Email _ Linkedin

Nonfiction topics: Politics, defense,
foreign affairs, crime and legal
issues, education, taxes, music,
film, humor, relationships, and
writing about writing.

I’'m an experienced copy editor for
fiction and non-fiction. | can guide you
through the thicket of your first draft or
proofread the final version before it
goes off to the publisher. One of my
specialties is putting complicated
subject matter into plain, powerful
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language, always in your voice and
never in Al. My rates are reasonable
and flexible.

A.E. WILLIAMS
Email  Website

A.E. Williams Editorial edits a variety
of fiction and nonfiction genres.

Experience: We perform copy, devel-
opmental, and line editing, among
other services, for indie authors and
publishing houses (including a Big 5
publisher). If interested in working
with us, please email us or submit
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EﬁﬂWﬁUMWMHBF

COOL
BEFRﬂWWED

-

_cafe Dress.

Atlanta Writers Club

your sample on the services page on
our website.

We’re happy to offer sample edits at a
discounted rate upon request. AWC
members receive a 10% discount on
invoices larger than $1,400.

If you are an AWC member, offer
editing services, and want to add
your information to this directory,

please send an email to AWC

Executive Director George
Weinstein ~ with the following

information: Your name, Your email
address, Your website (if available),
The fiction genres and/or nonfiction
topics you have experience editing,
& a brief statement detailing your
editing experience of 75 words or
less.

Z
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Free Online Promotion

PHoToGRAPH YOU VVWORKPLACE

. 1. Take a picture of where you write. Don't
Todd Sullivan’s

: clean it up, show us the natural
Creative Space Pr

environment where you make the magic.

You can be in the shot, or not.

2. Send the picture to awc.member.

services@gmail.com with "My Creative

Space" in the subject line.

3. Keep watching the Atlanta Writers Club

Facebook page and Instagram page and

rrrrrrrrrrrr

when you are featured, share it with the

world. g

Free INTERNET ProvoTiIoN FOR AVWC MEMBERS

The Atlanta Writers Club website offers Free Promotion. We're
now featuring a page where AWC members can promote their
latest publication: SEE IT HERE

Current Atlanta Writers Club members are invited to add/update
their listing: please email your head-shot, book (or other
publication) cover, and website URL to AWC Executive Director

George Weinstein. lé'
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ON-LINE groups first, IN-PERSON groups second

members to participate in or start their own

M embership in the Atlanta Writers Club entitles

AWC-sponsored writing and critique groups,
where you and your colleagues can help each other

improve your writing craft.

Below is the current list of active AWC writing/critique
groups. If you have any questions about any of these
groups, or if you would like to start your own group,

please contact:

AWC Executive Director George Weinstein.

GREEN GROUPS ARE OPEN, RED GROUPS ARE FULL

Online #1 WAIT LIST
Fiction & narrative non-
fiction. Meets on 2" & 4
Wednesday of the month via
Zoom, 2pm. Contact:
Kelley Cody-Grimm

Online #2 WAIT LIST
Fiction only. Ongoing. Please
submit 100 pages for vetting.

Contact: Linh Pham

Online #3 OPEN
Speculative fiction for
complete ms or short stories.
Meets every 2™ & 4" wed.,
8-10pm. Contact:
Xander Jon Dijk

Online #4 OPEN
Memoir & Fiction. Meets
2" Wednesday and last

Sunday of every month at
7pm with pre-share
excerpts of ~5K words.
Contact: Alex Reinshagen

Online #5 WAIT LIST
Short Stories Every 2nd

Atlanta Writers Club

Thursday at 1pm.
Contact: Nathan Huebner

Online #6 WAIT LIST
Young Adult & Middle Grade
Fiction Work.
Contact: Brad Scott

Online #7 WAIT LIST
Screenwriting (email for
details) 1%t & 3" Friday of
every month at 7pm via

ZOOM. Contact: Liz Irland

Online #8 OPEN
All genres. Writing group with
preselected prompts, writing
time, sharing time, & brief
critiques. First Thursday of
month at 7pm and the last
Sunday of month at 2pm.
Contact Malaika Simmons

Online #9 WAIT LIST
Romance 15t and 3™
Tuesdays, 7-8pm using
Google Meets.
Contact: Olga Jackson

Online #10 WAIT LIST
We study books about the
craft of writing together. Each
member is expected to: 1)
read the portion of the book
assigned each week and 2)
Come prepared with
whatever exercise we agree
to each week. We meet
every Tuesday
from 9 to 11am.
Contact: Malaika Simmons

Online #11 OPEN
Published authors
convresation group. Meets
one hour every other
Saturday @ 10am. Limited to
6 people. Must be willing to
lead a meeting every 3
months. Contact:
VirtualAuthorGroup

Online #13 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi, Fantasy, & Horror.
Meeting online every other
Tues @ 7pm.
Contact: Nancy Fletcher
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Online #14 WAIT LIST
Adult Fiction Online, every
other Thursday, 7-9 pm.
Contact: Susanne Fincher

Online #15 WAIT LIST
Fiction 1st Saturday of each
month at 9:30am.
Contact: Perry Powell

Online #16 OPEN
All genres Meetings are
virtual via Zoom every other
Monday at 5pm. Members
exchange drafts twice
monthly for critiquing.
Contact: Jeremy Logan

Online #17 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi and Fantasy Online
using Google Meet, 2" and
4" Tuesday each month at
7pm. Contact: Abigail Biles

ONLINE #18 WAIT LIST
Fantasy and Science Fiction
Meetings are on Sunday, 9-

11 a.m. every other week,
with work sent to Nathaniel
ahead of time. Contact:
Nathaniel Chaney

Online #19 OPEN
Memoir. Meets on 2™ & 4t
Thursdays at 7pm.
Contact: Chetan Sanker

Online #20 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual
meetings are every other

Tuesday, 7-8 pm.

Contact: Daniel Cozart

Atlanta Writers Club

Online #21 WAIT LIST
Poetry group for six experi-
enced poets, published/
seeking publication. Meets
weekly via Zoom on Tues-
days from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30
p.m. Poems to be shared on
Google Drive & reviewed be-
fore each session. Send 3 po-
ems to Rick Rohdenburg

Online #22 WAIT LIST
Science fiction and fantasy.
Meets every other Thursday

evening 7:39-8:30 pm.

Contact: Mary Vallo

Online #24 OPEN
Self-publishing authors - all
genres. Writing group fo-
cused on learning business
side of publishing (no cri-
tiques). Meets virtually on 15t
& 3 Wednesday of each
month from 12pm to 12:45.
Contact: J.M. Tompkins

Online #25 OPEN
Picture book authors & au-
thor/illustrators interested in
crafting stories. Virtual meet-
ings on Google Meet, 1°t &
3" Thursdays at 7-9pm.
Contact: Kelley Likes.

Online #26 OPEN
Fantasy and Romantasy.
Meets virtually every Thurs.
at 7pm.

Contact: Jesslyn Parrish

Online #27 OPEN
Horror and thriller, novellas,
short stories. Meets on 2™ &

4" Thursdats 6-8pm. Con-
tact: Sean Stapleton

Online #28 WAIT LIST
Meets virtually on the first &
third Tuesday of each month

at 7pm.
Contact: Laura Kelly Robb

Online #29 OPEN
Nonfiction: Business/Leader-
ship, Self-Help, Inspirational,
Mind/Body/New Age, History.

Meets on 2" and 4" Thurs-
day, 6:30pm. Contact:
Heather Pitts Watson

Online #30 OPEN
Middle Grade and Younge
Adult Fantasy. Meetis vir-
tually on the last Friday of
each month at 12pm. Con-
tact Ann Dunn Wessberqg

Online #31 OPEN
For aspiring blog writers and
journalist who blog. Meets
via Zoom every other
Wednesday at 7pm. Please
submit two writing samples
to be considered.
Contact: Semira Grevioux

Online #32 OPEN
Fantasy, Science Fiction,
and Horror (Adult). Meets on
Zoom on 2" and 4"
Thursdays at 7:30 pm.
Contact: Chris Porter
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Acworth OPEN
Fantasy and magical real-
ism. Meets on 1% Friday of

the month @ 7pm and the 3™
Monday of the month at
10am. Location TBD.
Contact: Nicole Escobar

Atlanta/Buckhead OPEN
Magical realism, horror, and
literary fiction. Meets at
leader’s home on second
Thursday of each month
from 6:30 - 8pm.
Contact: Gale Huxley

IN-PERSON

Atlanta Northside OPEN
SciFi but open to other types
of speculative fiction. Meet-
ings every second Saturday
of the month at the Fellini’s
Pizza in Buckhead @ 11 AM.
Contact: Joe Lamb

Atlanta/South Brookhaven
WAIT LIST(LIMITED 70 10)
Literary fiction. Meets in
person at pre-selected
location, 6-9pm every other
Tues. We’'ll discuss
preshared excerpts and pre-
meeting critiques. (LimiTED TO 10)
Contact: Jim Alton-Trueblood

Atlanta/Southside
WAIT LIST
Young adult & Middle Grade
Fiction. Meets Mondays or
Tuesdays @ 6:30pm.
Contact Jessica Harlan

Atlanta Writers Club

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction, Non-fiction,
Screenplays, Poetry. Meets
Thursday evening once a
month 6:30-8:30 in the
Chattahoochee Food
Works hall. Contact:
John Goldsmith

Chamblee OPEN
Poetry group for those who
want to publish and write 1
poem/week. Meet at Dekalb
Co. Public Library-Chamblee

every other Tuesday
from 6-8pm.
Contact: Olivia Mckenzie

Chattanooga, TN OPEN
All fiction genres, with focus
on mystery, romance, and
historical fiction. Meets on
the first Saturday of every
month at 11am at The Book
and Cover bookshop
(first meeting on
September 6™, 2025).
Contact: Rachel Gates

Decatur(1) WAIT LIST
Contemporary fiction, literary
fiction, Southern fiction,
historical fiction, and memaoir.
Meets on the 15t & 3™ Wed.
6-8pm at the Toco Hils
Library
Contact: Billie Mears

Decatur(2) OPEN
Poetry - Meets on Sundays
at 1:30pm at Dancing Goats.
Contact: Madeline O’Neill

Decatur(3) OPEN
Short stories: primarily
literary & mainstream/

commercial. Meets every two
weeks on Thursday night.

Submit up to 5,000 words &
receive/provide written
feedback before each

meeting. Contact: Joe Owen

Dunwoody OPEN
Memoir and Narrative
nonfiction. Discuss
publishing paths, marketing
plans, & network growth. In-
person meetings on the third
Saturday of each month
before the AWC meetings,
starting at 12:00 p.m.
Contact: May Spangler

D’woody/Sandy Springs #1
OPEN
Advanced Writers in Thriller/
Mystery/Suspense Meet on
the Meeting on 2" and 4"
Thursday each month at
7pm. Must have completed
MS. To apply, send Bill a
short bio & first chapter.
Contact: Bill Robbins

D’woody/Sandy Springs #2
WAIT LIST
Speculative fiction (novels
and short stories). Meets
every other Wednesday,
6:30pm. Usually at a
restaurant.

Contact: Calvin Clark

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction-All Genres. Thursday
evening, once a month, 6-8

p.m. In a restaurant/coffee

shop.
Contact: Emilee McWilliams

Lilburn WAIT LIST
All Genres. Meets on 3™
Thursday of each month at
Mountain Park Library, 1210
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Pounds Rd., Lilburn, GA
30047 @ 6:30pm.
Contact: Laura Sellers

Hall County OPEN
Literary/Upmaret Fiction.
Meets at member’s home in
Flowery Brranch on 2nd
Saturday each month at
9:30am.

Contact: Cait Petterson

Marietta(1) WAIT LIST
All genres. Meets at
member’s house 1st & 3rd
Tues. 6:30-8:00pm.
Contact: Linda Sullivan

Marietta(2) OPEN
All genres and experience
levels. 3rd Wednesday of the
month, 6-7 p.m. at Switzer
Library. Meet other creatives,
brainstorm ideas, work on
writing prompts, and learn
about the craft.
Contact: Anna Frantz
or (770) 528-2366

Atlanta Writers Club

McDonough OPEN
Fiction only. Meets 2" & 4
Saturdays each month at
10am at McDonough Public
Library. Contact: Biron Ross

North Druid Hills/Briarcliff/
Toco Hills OPEN
All Genres. Meets every
other week on Thursdays at
6pm. Contact: Rachel Beard

Jackson OPEN
All genres. Meets every
Saturday at 11am at The
Brickery restaurant.
Contact: Michael McLarnon

Roswell WAIT LIST
All genres. Every Tuesday 6-
8pm at Scooters in
West Roswell.
Contact: George Weinstein

Sandy Springs WAIT LIST
Fiction & N/F (Please
indicate what you are writing,
any published work, and
expectations.) Saturdays
except when AWC meets,

2:00-4:00 PM in member's
home or virtual.
Contact: Jerry Weiner.

Smyrna OPEN
Fantasy, Romantasy,
Romance (all sub-genres),
Magical Realism. Meets at
Smyrna Coffee (2264 Atlanta
Rd SE, Suite 103) weekly on
Saturday 12pm - 3pm.
Submit sample of 1000-2000
words to be considered.
Contact Roshuma Florence

Suwanee OPEN
Fiction, Non-fiction,
Screenplays, Poetry. Meets
Saturday mornings from
10:30 to 12:30, alternating
between a co-working space
and online.
Contact: Jill Cobb
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Membership Information

IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY A MEMBER...

The AWC has an automated system for tracking
memberships and alerting members when it's
time to renew.

Without your continued support of the Atlanta
Writers Club we would not be able to bring fabu-
lous speakers to our meetings nor provide gener-

ous cash awards for our annual writing contest.

* You will receive an e-mail from the system
(showing Executive Director George

Weinstein’s (e-mail address ) one month

before your membership expiration date.

¢ If you haven't renewed within a week, you
will receive another e-mail every seven days,

with a final e-mail one week from expiration.

¢ If the expiration date for your membership
passes without renewal, the system will mark

your membership as expired.

* Itis a good e-mail practice to check your
spam/junk folder to see if any legitimate e-
mail has been misfiled there, possibly
including the email you'll receive from
George prior to the expiration of your

membership.

AENEWED

Atlanta Writers Club

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS...

e Monthly Meetings.

e Periodic Workshops.

e Twice-Yearly Atlanta Writers Conference.

* Annual Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference.

e Critique Groups.

e Writing Contest With Cash Prizes And Publication.
e Opportunities To Sell Your Books.

* FreeTickets To Author Events.

e Free Monthly Newsletter

e Free Book Promotions

WE ARE ONE OF THE BEST literary bargains in town.
The Atlanta Writers Club is simply a group of writers that
work together to help each other improve their skills
and attain their writing goals. Anyone can join, with no
prior publication requirements.

Potential members are invited to attend a first meeting
as our guest. After that, we're sure you will want to
become a member and take advantage of all the
benefits that come with it.

You may join The Atlanta Writers Club at any of our
events or meetings, or pay on line at our website using

PayPal at OUR WEBSITE.

Regular membership dues are $60 per year per person.
Students can join for $10 per year. Family members of
active AWC members can join for $30 per year. Our
Membership Form is on the last page of this newsletter.

If you have additional questions, contact AWC Executive

Director George Weinstein f
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I:l New Membership

D Renewal

\% JOINITHE CLUB

B ecc. 1014

Name

Email Address Phone

Street Address

City, State, ZIP

AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES
One-Year Membership S  60.00
One-Year Student S 10.00
Five-Year Membership S 250.00

wv N n n

Lifetime Membership S 499.00
FAMILY MEMBERS (Enter names below) Number of

Family Members - One Year S 30.00

Family Members - One-Year Student S 10.00

Family Members - Five Year S 125.00

v n un n

Family Members - Lifetime S 250.00
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

AWC General Fund

AWC Scholarship Fund S

TOTAL Make checks payable to Atlanta Writers Club S

Mail your check and this form to: Atlanta Writers Club
c/o Jerry Weiner, Treasurer
8080 Jett Ferry Road
Atlanta, GA 30350

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Yes! | would like to become an AWC Volunteer

] Monthly Meetings [] Conferences [] BookFestivals [] Other

Family Members
Name

Email Address Phone

Name

Email Address Phone
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