
MONTHLY MEETING OCTOBER 18
Atlanta Writers Club - founded 1914, we are a social and edu-
cational club where local writers meet to discuss the craft and 
business of writing. We also sponsor contests for our mem-
bers and host expert speakers from the worlds of writing, pub-
lishing, and entertainment 
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October
Meeting
Speakers

October
AWC meeting

at regular 
location

GSU -
Dunwoody Campus
2101 Womack Rd.

Dunwoody, GA 30338
Building NC - Auditorium 

October 18 - AWC Monthly Meeting & Mixer In-Person at GSU-Dunwoody 
for Members and First-Time Guests, 1:30-4:00 pm Eastern

Speaker #1 - Dee Burks: The Full Time Writer: Multiple Sources of Income

Speaker #2 - Robert Gwaltney: Finding My Voice. Finding My Way.

PRESIDENT: 
Dr. T. Carter

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR :
George Weinstein 

OFFICERS 
EMERITUS: 
Valerie Connors
George Weinstein 
Clay Ramsey
Marty Aftewicz

Ron Aiken 
Mike Brown 
Jill Evans

CONFERENCE 
DIRECTOR:
George Weinstein

MEMBERSHIP VP: 
Yvonne Green 

PROGRAMS VP:
Alexis Robinson

OPERATIONS VP: 
Kim Conrey

MARKETING VP:
Patrick Scullin 

CONTESTS VP: 
Kathy Nichols

TOWNSEND PRIZE 
READING 
Committee Director:
Clay Ramsey

TREASURER: 
Jerry Weiner

HISTORIAN/BY-
LAWS: 
George Weinstein

EQUILL PUBLISHER:
Gene Bowen

AWC Officers

His advice to aspiring writers:

“I don't try to write a bestseller. I don't think anyone can do that. If you try, you'll 
make a lousy book—and it'll also fail.”

Instead, focus on crafting compelling stories with strong structure and clear stakes. 
Success comes from consistency and clarity, not trend-chasing.

“Books aren’t written, they’re rewritten. Including your own. It is one of the hardest 
things to accept, especially after the seventh rewrite hasn’t quite done it.”

He believed revision was essential—even painful—but it’s where the real writing 
happens.

New writers can learn from his ability to build tension, reveal information strategi-
cally, and keep readers turning pages

Who is he?
You’ll find the author’s name hidden in plain sight—two places—in this newsletter. 
Neither the author on the cover nor their books are used as an endorsement by the 
AWC, its officers, or its members.

Gene Bowen, eQuill Publisher

Cover
Author 
Quotes

Cover art by 
Gene Bowen
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A Letter From the President

Dear Members,

It is with both gratitude and excitement that I step into the role of 
President of the Atlanta Writers Club. To serve such a historic and 
prestigious organization is an honor, and I am eager to contribute my 
skills, energy, and vision to our collective future.

My passion for the written word began early, sparked by teachers who 
saw potential in me and nurtured it through poetry, essays, and 
storytelling. That spark never faded; it carried me through college 
journalism, editing for a social justice magazine, and years of 
professional work that required both creativity and precision. My 
career has included public relations writing, media writing, B2B 
communications, and higher education, fields where words are not 
just tools but bridges to connect, inspire, and lead. At the same time, 
I remain devoted through journaling, chronicling life in a way that 
keeps me grounded in the joy of writing.

This blend of personal passion and professional experience is what I 
now bring to AWC. But more importantly, my commitment to the 
members. My goal as President is not only to preserve the excellence 
of this community but also to create new opportunities for growth, 
learning, and connection. Together, we will support one another, 
celebrate the craft of writing in all its forms, and expand the spaces 
where our voices can be heard.

I am honored to lead, and even more honored to serve.

With excitement,

Dr. T. Carter

Bio:

Dr. T. is a college professor by trade, an entrepreneur, and a published 
author. A true lover of all things memoir, she is currently working on 
her own. You can follow her journey on Instagram @drtlcsquared, on 
TikTok @drtlc2, or learn more at her website.

https://www.drtcarter.com
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2027 Townsend Prize for Fiction Now Accepting 

Nominations

Awarded every two years, the Atlanta Writers Club-Georgia Writers 
Museum Townsend Prize for Fic�on honors the best piece of literary fic�on 
wri�en by a Georgia author during the �me since the last award. The 2027 
Townsend Prize is accep�ng nomina�ons for literary novels tradi�onally 
published between December 2024 and November 2026. 

Past winners include Alice Walker, Mary Hood, Terry Kay, Ferroll Sams, and—
in 2025—Denene Millner.

A selec�on commi�ee that includes members of the Georgia literary 
community will consider all qualified contenders for the cash prize and 
crystal award by reviewing all eligible works and narrowing the list of 
possibili�es to ten finalists, which will then be sent to three out-of-state 
judges for the final decision.

To review the Townsend Prize rules and nomination requirements, and to 
apply, please click here: LINK

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/townsend-prize-for-fiction-donation-page
https://atlantawritersclub.org/donation/
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/townsend-prize-for-fiction-donation-page
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/townsend-prize-for-fiction-donation-page
https://atlantawritersclub.org/writer-resources/awc-townsend-prize-for-fiction/
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for AWC Members and
First-Time GuestsOctober 18 AWC Meeting Agenda

October 18, 12:45 p.m.-4:15 p.m. at GSU-Perimeter Col-
lege: Dunwoody Campus, 2101 Womack Rd, Dunwoody, 
GA 30338, Building NC auditorium and cafe. (If you're not 
on our mailing list, use the form here to add yourself so 
you will get any updates about this meeting.)

This meeting may be recorded; if so, the recording link will 
be shared via email the following month.

No RSVP needed.

12:45-1:30 p.m. Nosh and Networking Mixer for members 
and first-time visitors in the meeting
� Please arrive for our meeting as early as 12:45 so 
you can check in, and then join everyone for a meet and 
greet opportunity in the Building NC cafe to build your 
network and make new friends.

1:30-1:45 p.m. AWC announcements and upcoming 
events with AWC President Dr. T. Carter

1:45 p.m.-2:45 p.m. Speaker #1 
- Dee Burks: The Full Time 
Writer: Multiple Sources of In-
come

Dee Burks has been in publishing 
more than 25 years. As an author, 
ghostwriter and publisher, her 
experience has traversed both 
traditional and self publishing. 
She has conducted International 
and National Author Schools of 

her own creation to provide media and marketing train-
ing to authors from every walk of life.

An award winning author in her own right, her successful 
book consulting and marketing efforts have led to speak-
ing engagements at national conferences and author 
groups across the US and in Canada. Her clients/authors 
have appeared in major national media such as The Jay 
Leno Show, Fox News, the Wall Street Journal and many 
other national news outlets and podcasts as well as a 
myriad of local outlets.

The Full Time Writer: Multiple Sources of Income
Real-world examples of how today's writers earn sustain-
able, full-time income while still pursuing their novel writ-
ing.

Think you need one big book deal to make a living as a 
writer? Think again. Most full-time authors build sustain-
able careers by weaving together multiple income 

streams. In this seminar, you’ll discover six proven ways 
to start earning from your writing right now while still 
pursuing your novel, memoir, or other big project. You’ll 
walk away with a practical road-map to thrive financially, 
think like an entrepreneurial author, and build a writing 
life that lasts.

2:45-3:00 p.m. Book signing with Dee Burks

3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Speaker #2 - Robert 
Gwaltney: Finding My 
Voice. Finding My Way.
Robert Gwaltney, a recipi-
ent of the 2022 Pat Conroy 
Writers Residency, was 
named 2023 Georgia Au-
thor of the Year for his de-
but novel, The Cicada Tree. 
He resides in Atlanta Geor-
gia where he is an active 
member of the Atlanta lit-

erary community serving as a board member for 
Broadleaf Writers Association. Robert’s work has ap-
peared in such publications as Southbound Maga-
zine, Southern Literary Review,The Blue Mountain Review, 
and The Dead Mule School of Southern Literature. His 
forthcoming novel, Sing Down The Moon, will be pub-
lished by Mercer University Press in the Spring of 2026.

Robert will discuss his journey as a debut novelist and 
preparation for the release of his forthcoming novel.

4:00-5:00 p.m. Book signing with Robert Gwaltney

T��� ������� �� ��������� �� ���� �� G������ C������ 
��� ��� A��� ������� ��� �������������� �� ��� 
G������ G������ A�������. G������ C������ ��� ��� 
A��� ���� �������� ������� ���� ��� ������� ������ – 
��� N������� E�������� ��� ��� A���.

https://perimeter.gsu.edu/
https://perimeter.gsu.edu/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/contact/
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November 8, 2025 AWC Marketing Workshop

Nov. 8th, GSU-Dunwoody Auditorium
 12:30-4:00 p.m.

Don't Just Learn about Book Marketing: Develop Your 
Own Marketing Plan

Authors and AWC Officers Kim Conrey and George 
Weinstein have more than two decades of combined  
experience marketing and selling their fiction and 
nonfiction books. They want to help you to create your 
own marketing plan to give your book sales a jump-start 
or, if you're still working on your first book, getting ahead 
of the game so you can build your platform.

Rather than just providing you with hours of lecture on 
various aspects of online marketing and in-person sales, 
Kim and George will guide you through the creation of 
your own plan with a template you'll complete as the 
workshop progresses. By the end, you'll have a path-
forward for everything from platform building with 
newsletter and social media, to online advertising to 
writing a script for contacting bookstores and conducting 
your signings to maximize sales, and you can set in 
motion, as early as possible, the processes that will give 
you greater access to opportunities important to the 
success of your books.

The cost is $75 for AWC members and $135 for 
nonmembers and those needing to renew before 
November 8 (this additional fee provides 365 days of 
AWC membership).

For speaker bios and registration, click here: LINK

- Why email newsletters are more 
effective than social media posts.

- How to grow an actively engaged 
mailing list.

- How to make the best use of your 
website.

- Bookbub, BookFunnel, and 
numerous other free marketing 
tools at your disposal.

- Tips about using Amazon and 
Facebook ads.

- Making the perfect pitch to get 
signings at bookstores and 
speaking gigs at book festivals.

- Conducting yourself at book 
signings and public speaking 
events.

Develop Your Marketing 
Plan: Even if You're Still 
Working on Your First 
Book

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/november-8-2025-awc-marketing-workshop
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October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference

Time to 
register. 
Click the 
clock. →

OUR 33RD ATLANTA WRITERS CONFERENCE will be held in-person (with an 
option to participate virtually for agent/publisher/author coach meetings) at the Westin 
Atlanta Airport Hotel on October 24-25, 2025. 

Whether you are…

� In search of an agent or a publisher
� Working on a manuscript and in need of feedback
� Seeking to learn more about the writing craft and/or publishing business
� Building your network of industry professionals and writing colleagues

…this is your opportunity to take the next big step toward your writing goals.

Location:
WESTIN ATLANTA AIRPORT HOTEL
4736 Best Road, Atlanta, GA 30337

In-person Activites:
The October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference offers you meetings with literary agents, publishing acquisitions 
editors, and an author coach–with an option to participate virtually if you are 
unable to travel to Atlanta–along with a host of other in-person activities:

� Access to 18 acquisitions editors and literary agents seeking every major 
fiction genre and nonfiction topic, as well as graphic novels, picture books, 
short story collections, and novellas.

� Critiques of manuscript samples by the editors and agents, with work 
submitted a month in advance.

� Pitches to editors and agents with query letters you will bring for their 
review.

� Query letter critique by a pair of editors/agents to improve your pitch (at 
past conferences, nearly 50% of Best Pitch awards by agents and 
publishers went to those who participated in the Query Letter Critique).

� Author coaching from your choice of bestselling authors of fiction and 
nonfiction/memoir, who will answer your top 5 burning questions about the 
craft and business of writing and the writer’s life.

� Pre-conference edit of your manuscript submission via email months before 
the conference by a freelance editor of your choice (at past conferences, 
nearly 50% of all awards–for Best Manuscript Sample and Best Pitch–went 
to writers who participated in the Pre-Conference Edit).

� Two-hour workshop with Wall Street Journal and USA Today bestselling 
author and artificial intelligence expert Jeff Lakusta titled “AI & Publishing: 
What You Need to Know” and two free bonus talks by Jeff beforehand.

� A publisher Q&A panel with all participating acquisitions editors and a 
separate Q&A panel with all participating literary agents to address your 
questions about the business of writing.

https://atlantawritersconference.com/registration/


� Free bonus educational talks by critically acclaimed authors Stacia Pelletier and Milton Davis.

� Friday-night mixer with musical entertainment by pianist/singer and AWC member Mike Shaw and his 
accompanist.

� Award ceremony, where each of the agents and editors will select participants for Best Manuscript Sample 
and Best Pitches, with certificates to be given to the awardees–or sent after the conference for those not in 
attendance. 

� And our book fair offers opportunities to participants who want to sign and sell their traditionally and self-
published books on Friday, May 2.

More than 60 of our members have signed with agents or editors they met at our Conferences, and a number of 
those have scored major book deals (and one, so far, has hit the bigtime with a movie and TV deal). You could 
be next!

We’re now accepting registrations. As past Conference participants will tell you, the spots fill up fast, so 
don’t delay!

The Atlanta Writers Conference is presented exclusively for members of the Atlanta Writers Club. If you are not 
a current member through October 25, 2025, you can join/renew as part of your Conference registration–you 
do not need to do this as a two-step process.

To read all the details for the October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference, start here: LINK

Atlanta Writers Club 9

https://atlantawritersconference.com/the-conference/
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In 2025, we are offering two separate 
quarterly webinar series to AWC 
members. Each series is $50 and will 
grant you live online access via Zoom on 
the date of each quarterly webinar as 
well as a link to the recording for each 
one, in case you're unable to attend the 

live presentation or want to watch it again. Each 
recording will be retained online, so if you register after 
one or more of the webinars are held, you will still be 
able to view the ones you missed. You will also receive 
any handout(s) created for each webinar in the series.

The $50 cost for each series will help to pay for the 
speaker's honorarium as well as contribute to the 
Atlanta Writers Club's reserve for scholarships, support 
of literary activities, and our building fund.

If you are not yet an Atlanta Writers Club member but 
want to register for one or both webinar series, you will 
have the option to add AWC membership to your total. 
You will then also be able to attend our monthly in-
person meetings at no charge, participate in our critique 
groups, enter our contests, and register for periodic 
standalone online workshops offered free to members.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH
T.D. STORM

T.D. STORM is an award-winning writer and teacher 
whose work has appeared in a number of journals and 
anthologies, including Black Warrior Review, Copper 
Nickel, Jellyfish Review, and Literary Hub. His passion for 
storytelling and its inner workings informs his teaching, 
editing, and mentoring. He runs an online writing school
which offers articles and courses geared toward helping 
writers hone their craft of engaging and moving stories.

October 8, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
Backstory: To Be or Not to Be
Some seem to decry backstory as an anchor that drags 
on the present-time story; others say backstory is 
absolutely essential. We’ll explore the debate and then 
examine what methods you can use to incorporate 

backstory seamlessly. We’ll also discuss how much 
backstory to use and what purposes backstory really 
serves.

QUARTERLYWEBINAR SERIES WITH
MICHAEL LA RONN

Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
The Ins and Outs of Self-Publishing
Have you finished your first book and are feeling 
overwhelmed by what it will take to get it into the hands 
of readers?

If you don’t know where to start, you might waste time 
spinning your wheels or make critical mistakes that 
make your author journey harder than it needs to be. But 
if you follow the right steps, you can take control of your 
publishing journey—and make more money—by taking 
the indie route.

In this comprehensive hands-on workshop, indie author 
Michael La Ronn will share the knowledge he’s gained 
from more than a decade of independently publishing 
his fiction and nonfiction books.

This webinar will cover:
* Best practices for working with editors and for 
formatting your book for ebook and print
* Best practices for working with cover designers
* Curiously effective marketing and promotion 
strategies
* And more, including the ability to ask questions and 
get tailored advice for your own situation

The publishing process doesn’t have to be painful. Tune 
in for a hands-on experience and leave with the 
confidence and knowledge to publish your own work 
professionally and successfully.

To select either or both quarterly webinar series, 
please register here - LINK

2025 Quarterly Webinar Series for AWC Members

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
https://stormwritingschool.com
http://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
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Story Sculpting with Southern Breeze/SCBWI

Join us for Story Sculpting with Southern Breeze 
Standouts, taught by authors Katrina Moore and Chris 
Negron. In this writing intensive, you’ll learn about 
pacing, voice, query letter writing, and much more! 
Choose three sessions tailored for picture book writers 
or kidlit novelists (mix and match if you write both!) 
with an additional “ask us anything” faculty panel. 
Great for beginners looking to improve their craft and 
established authors interested in honing their skills.

When: November 8, 2025, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Where: Decatur Library, 215 Sycamore Street, 

Decatur, GA 30030
Price: $60 for SCBWI members, $75 for non-members

For a complete list of sessions and to register, 
click here.

https://www.scbwi.org/events/story-sculpting-writing-workshops
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AWC Craft of Writing Certificate Program

THE ATLANTA WRITERS CLUB CRAFT OF WRITING CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAM offers a structured and focused approach to enhance AWC 
members’ writing skills and help them achieve personal and professional goals.
Specifically, this nine-month AWC Writing Certificate Program is a premium 
opportunity designed to help you with the following:

Skill Development and Refinement:
• Improve fundamental writing skills
• Understand major aspects of creative writing
• Develop critical thinking and analytical skills to self-edit your manuscripts

Involvement and Credibility in the Writing Community:
• Network with other participants via the Discord online platform
• Demonstrate skill and dedication to the writing craft
• Cite the achievement in query letters and/or author profiles

Personal Growth and Creative Expression:
• Cultivate a writing practice and discover new forms of self-expression 

through assignment completion
• Receive constructive feedback on strengths and weaknesses
• Build confidence by tackling challenges

Writers need to have a book-length fiction or memoir manuscript either started 
(at least 5,000 words) or completed—or a short story (or a group of connected or 
unconnected stories) of at least 5,000 words—to apply for this exclusive 
program.

This nine-month online program will begin in January 2026 and features eight 
new webinars by highly sought-after editor and author Lorin Oberweger, 
monthly homework assignments with feedback from Lorin, three one-on-one 
meetings with Lorin to assess your progress, a Discord channel to give and 
receive peer feedback, and an after-graduation bonus of an online pitch/
coaching meeting with a literary agent seeking your genre (for those seeking 
traditional publication) or an online coaching meeting with a bestselling self-
published author (for those seeking indie publication). Applications for this 
premium opportunity for members of the Atlanta Writers Club will be accepted 
through December 15.

For complete details about the curriculum, cost, application process and more, 
please click here: LINK

https://atlantawritersclub.org/writer-resources/craft-of-writing-certificate-program/
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AWC Member Book Launches & Accolades

AWC MEMBER TULASI ACHARYA’s memoir Like Water on 
Leaves of Taro will be published on October 7, 2025, by Colorful 
Crow Publishing. Set against Nepal’s Himalayan foothills and 
the disorienting grief of a family illness during a global 
pandemic, Like Water on Leaves of Taro braids memory, 
culture, and care-giving into a clear-eyed meditation on loss 
and endurance. Tulasi Acharya explores rituals and 
responsibilities with lyricism and restraint, rendering a portrait 
of home that is both intimate and expansive. The memoir 
carries readers through Kathmandu’s crowded streets and 
quiet rooms of reflection, juxtaposing scenes of daily survival 
with moments of profound vulnerability. At its heart, the 
narrative asks what remains—language, faith, and love—when 
certainty falls away. This is a story about family bonds, cultural 
heritage, and the fragile beauty of life. Like Water on Leaves of 
Taro speaks not only to those navigating grief but also to 
readers seeking insight into Nepali culture and the shared 
human experience of resilience. Written in luminous prose, the 
memoir lingers long after the page is turned, like water 
beading on taro leaves.

Purchase Link 

Tulasi Acharya, Ph.D., is a Nepali writer and educator whose 
work explores culture, migration, and family. He has published 
fiction and essays in both South Asian and U.S. outlets and 
speaks widely on Nepali literature and the diaspora 
experience. Acharya earned his Ph.D. in Public Administration 
and Policy from Florida Atlantic University. He divides his time 
between Nepal and the United States.

Dr. Tulasi Acharya’s book launch for Like Water on Leaves of 
Taro will be on Saturday, October 11, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at 
Kennesaw State University, Sturgis Library, 385 Cobb Avenue, 
Kennesaw, GA 30144.

https://www.amazon.com/Like-Water-Leaves-Taro-Himalayan/dp/1964271282/


Strong Women - Strange Worlds Reading Events

Atlanta Writers Club 14

“Strong Women - Strange Worlds” is an all-volunteer group 
that hosts twice-monthly online (via Zoom) live author 
readings featuring women and nonbinary authors of science 
fiction, fantasy, and horror. It’s an opportunity to not only hear 
works by current, under-represented authors in the 
speculative fiction field, but also for the audience to interact 
with working/published authors as each session concludes 
with a chance for the audience to ask the authors questions.

Each hour-long event features six authors, who each read for 
eight minutes, followed by time for the Q&A at the end. These 
events are held on the first Friday (12 pm - 1 pm ET) and third 
Thursday (7 pm - 8 pm ET) of each month. The events take 
place LIVE, via Zoom (pre-registration is required to get the 
Zoom link), and there is no cost to attend.

Each event features books and authors with an eclectic mix of 
target market age brackets (middle grade, young adult, adult), 
genres and sub-genres, author geography, and topic/content 
(the events are billed as a “tasting menu” or “sampler platter” 
of stories). They generally have a mix of agented and 
traditionally published authors, small press published authors, 
and self-published authors, as well as a mix of short story, 
poetry, graphic novel, and (prose) novel writers. To date, they 
have featured nearly 200 women and nonbinary authors at 
their readings.

More information, including the line up from past events, the 
schedule of upcoming events, and the free registration link can 
be found here: LINK

http://www.strongwomenstrangeworlds.weebly.com
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National 

Authors in 

Grocery 

Stores 

Program

The National Authors in Grocery Stores Program has been around for 23 years working with Kroger, 
giving local authors the opportunity to hold book signings in 1,400 Kroger grocery stores across 20 
states.

As of January 2025, the program is now in Georgia. To that end, the Atlanta Writers Club is working 
to help promote the program.  If you are interested in learning more about this exciting 
opportunity, the program’s qualifications and set up, please go to LINK .  Remember to 
use AtlantaWC in the referral section when signing up so the Atlanta Writers Club will get credit for 
your participation in the program.

Details are on the National Authors in Grocery Stores website, but if you would like to write to the 
program creator directly, you may reach out to EMAIL

12 Ways to Be a Bestseller - Clay Stafford Talk

The Northeast Georgia 
Literary Society, in partnership 
with The University of North 
Georgia, is excited to 
announce its third event for 
2025, to be held on October 
25. Once again, it will be held 
on the Gainesville Campus of 
UNG, in the Performing Arts 
Center, Nighthawk Cinema 
Room.

Mr. Clay Stafford, the founder and CEO of Killer 
Nashville, the largest writers’ conference in the United 
States, will be their guest speaker. “12 Ways to Be a 
Bestseller” will be his topic of discussion, which will 
include information about marketing and content, 
followed by a Q&A session.

Noted as “one of the Top 40 North American publishing 
industry professionals to watch!” by Publishers Weekly, 
author, playwright, publisher, and founder of the Killer 
Nashville Writers’ Conference, Clay Stafford, will share 
the twelve techniques that can propel any writer to the 
head of the pack and help them achieve their publishing 
dream.

Clay Stafford is an American bestselling and award-
winning author, poet, screenwriter, playwright, film and 
television producer, director, show-runner, and actor, as 
well as a book, film, and stage reviewer, and a public 
speaker. He has sold nearly four million copies of his 
books throughout the world and has had his work 
distributed in sixteen languages.

With roughly 2.2 million new books published yearly, 
according to UNESCO, not counting blacklist titles. With 
these outrageous statistics, how is an author’s book 
expected to gain attention? Mr. Stafford will explain how 
to make this happen.

Clay Stafford is the most sought-after literary speaker on 
this continent, and if you miss this event, you may not 
get another opportunity to hear this literary giant.

Share the news with your author friends, family 
members, and neighbors. Anyone who has ever thought 
about publishing a book, or has already published a 
book, but just needs to know more about how to get the 
book in front of more readers. This seminar is for you!

Please mark your calendars now! October 25, 2025, 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.—UNG Gainesville Campus.

To register, click: LINK

http://authorsingrocerystores.com/contact-us
mailto:groceryauthors@gmail.com
https://www.negaliterarysociety.org/clay-stafford
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by Anne F Hag | JaneFriedman.com

There comes a moment in many writers’ lives, sometimes early, 
sometimes much later, when the manuscript they once felt passionate 
about suddenly falls silent. You open the file and feel … nothing. Not 
dread, not excitement. Just a dull, gray emptiness.

It’s not “writer’s block”—it’s not that you can’t write. It’s that you don’t 
want to. And in many ways, that feels worse.

You might wonder: Is the project dead? Am I done with this book? Should I move 
on? Am I done writing altogether?

This moment can play out no matter the genre, experience level, or personality. 
The truth is that losing the spark doesn’t necessarily mean the book is over or 
lost. But it does mean something in the creative relationship has shifted.

Below are seven reasons why this may be happening, and ideas for how you can 
gently find your way back to your draft.

1. Battery 0%: burnout (and not just from writing)
It’s easy to assume you’ve lost your creative spark when you stop feeling 
passionate about a project. But the real culprit could easily be creative burnout, 
a depletion that reaches beyond the page. You feel empty, not just uninspired. 
And it’s likely tied in with emotional exhaustion, chronic stress, or being 
overstretched due to life’s demands.

As K.M. Weiland wrote in a blog post on her website: “Creative burnout isn’t just 
a temporary slump; it’s often a deep-seated physiological and emotional 
response to overwork and stress. It’s not about the absence of ideas but about a 
system that’s too full to allow creativity to flow.”
To recover from creative burnout, the first step may be not to write (if you have 
that luxury). Instead you should re-calibrate.

How to reconnect… To read the rest of this blog-post, click here: LINK

  How to Reconnect with a Draft You No Longer 

Want to Write 

https://janefriedman.com/how-to-reconnect-with-a-draft-you-no-longer-want-to-write/
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William Kent Krueger 
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GCPL October Author Talks & Adult Programs
 
 
 

Adult Services 
Author Talks 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kimberly Belle 
October 2 | 6:30 pm | Duluth Branch 
 
 

Join award-winning author Kimberly Belle as she discusses 
her newest thriller, The Expat Affair, about an American 
expat's startling discovery that plunges her into the 
glamorous but deadly world of Amsterdam's diamond 
industry. Books will be available for purchase and signing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Gwinnett Reads Jane Austen 
Ibi Zoboi 
October 23 | 6:30 pm | Snellville Branch 
 
 

Join YA award-winning author Ibi Zoboi as she discusses 
her novel Pride, a vibrant reimagining of Jane Austen's 
Pride and Prejudice, about cultural identity, class, and 
gentrification against the magic of first love. Books will be 
available for purchase and signing.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover more and register for programs at 
www.gwinnettpl.org/adultservices/ 

O N T H E C O V E R
M I C H A E L

C R I C H T O N
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The strength of the AWC as a 

networking hub is rooted in our 

members' enthusiasm to support 

each other. Many of you have 

compelling stories and valuable 

lessons from your writing journeys 

that deserve to be shared. Why not 

transform those experiences into a 

short article and submit it for the 

upcoming issue of the eQuill? By 

doing so, you'll not only assist 

your fellow members in learning from 

your triumphs and trials but also 

earn a publishing credit.

How to Earn a 

Publishing 

Credit

If you want to submit an article for consideration,  please 

email it to AWC Executive Director George Weinstein.

■ Your article, with a catchy/provocative/thought-
provoking title, that addresses your personal lessons 
about aspects of the craft and/or business of writing, 
in 300 words or less (can be in a Word doc attachment 
or in the body of your email)

■ A profile of you and your book(s) in 50 words or 
less, as well as your website and social media links 
(can be in the same Word doc attachment or in the 
body of your email)

■ Your head-shot and book cover image(s) in JPG or 
PNG format, the higher the resolution, the better.

If you submit, expect to get a reply with edits and 

comments and be willing to rewrite accordingly. Abide 

by the word counts; one reason publishers and contests 

reject work is that the writer can’t/won’t follow the 

rules. While we want to publish articles by as many of 

our members as possible, we also  need 

these pieces to be uniformly high-quality and beneficial 

so the 6,200+ recipients will look forward to reading 

them month after month.

CAUTION: this is NOT a chance to tout your book(s) and 

say, “Buy this!” We’re not offering billboard space here. 

Rather, this is an opportunity for you to help other 

writers avoid pitfalls and apply successful strategies that 

pertain to the craft and business of writing. Naturally, 

you will cite examples from your work. That’s a fine way 

to let people know you have books for sale; we’ll also 

include a brief bio with links, a head-shot and book 

cover(s) at the end of your article. The point is to be 

respectful of your readers, who want knowledge—not 

product placement.

O N T H E C O V E R
M I C H A E L

C R I C H T O N

mailto:George@AtlantaWritersClub.org
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AWC Members Editor Directory

For the editors listed below, please consider selecting a few and getting a 
quote for how much some of them would charge to edit a sample (e.g., 20-
50 pages)--some charge by the page (e.g., $3-$5/page), others by the word 
(e.g., $.01-$.05/word)--and define what kind of edit you want (develop-
mental versus line-editing, or both). Then make your selection (consider 
picking two, for comparison purposes) and see if you like the job either ed-
itor did on that small portion of your manuscript before committing to 
having your whole book edited by that person.  

MJ BIGGS
Email        Website

Content editing, line editing, copy 
editing, proofreading, and book 
coaching for all fiction genres.
I’ve worked as a copywriter and 
editor in corporate settings for over 
10 years and have won numerous 
regional and national awards for 
my marketing content. In 2022, 
shortly after publishing my literary 
fiction novel, A Wonderful Place to 
Die, I started my own book editing 
business, Night Owl Fiction. I’m 
open to all fiction genres and do 
not shy away from heavy or difficult 
topics. Email me for more details 
on services and pricing. 

BOBBIE CHRISTMAS
Email    Website

Zebra Communications: Excellent 
editing for maximum marketability

Fiction: Mainstream, science 
fiction, paranormal, romance, 
action adventure, fantasy, 
suspense/thriller, mystery, young 
adult, biographical novel, historical 
fiction, and more. Nonfiction: 
Memoir, biography, autobiography, 
self-help, travelogue, essays, and 
more.

When you hire me, you hire a 
professional with more than 50 
years of experience. After 27 years 
of editing and writing newspapers, 
magazines, and corporate 

communications, I founded Zebra 
Communications in 1992 to 
specialize in editing fiction and 
nonfiction. You and your 
manuscript will be treated with 
kindness yet honesty. I’ve edited 
books for seven publishing houses, 
so I know what publishers and 
readers want. My services and 
pricing are listed on my website.

JACOB ENGELSMAN
Email address   Website

Specializing in short-form specula�ve 
fic�on of all genres (everything from 
high fantasy to spla�erpunk). Also 
interested in narra�ve non-fic�on and 
memoir, especially if you think it’s too 
weird.

I’ve been wri�ng for several years and 
decided to formalize my editorial 
services. I’m available for 
developmental and copyedi�ng. If you 
need another set of eyes on your 
collec�on of short stories or novella, 
I'm here to help (willing to discuss full-
length novels). 

KAY HUNT
Email

Available for proofreading: 
Adventure, women’s fiction, 
fantasy, historical fiction, and 
more. I have proofed several fiction 
manuscripts, including period 
fiction and fantasy. I have also 

proofed all the content in over 300 
service industry websites.

Since 2011, I have proofread over 
3,000 website pages and several 
book manuscripts. I have good 
communication skills, can meet 
deadlines, and efficiently work with 
personal style preferences. I also 
have over 20 years in print 
production and graphics, 
proofreading annual reports, 
business brochures and related 
materials, catalogs, and advertising 
copy.

JUDITH KOLBERG
Email        Website  404-226-1381

Nonfiction Genres:  lifestyle, 
health, business, personal growth, 
self-help, memoir, spiritual, 
inspiration, and narrative non-
fiction. 
I am an experienced developmental 
editor with fifteen years of 
experience bringing multiple 
authors to publication. I specialize 
in content editing which includes 
structure, clarity, interest, flow, 
segue, overall readability and other 
writing elements that make for a 
fantastic reader’s experience. 
Perfect for writers in need of a 
rigorous, honest, and 
compassionate first-reader or for 
authors at any level seeking a 
collaborative, effective editing 
process designed to fit their 
schedule and budget. Confidential 
ghost-writing services available. 

The AWC maintains this directory 
In an effort to assist AWC mem-
bers with editor options for con-
sideration; however, the AWC 
does not endorse the individuals 
in this directory and is not liable 
for any member’s experiences 
with these editors. 

mailto:nightowl1471@gmail.com
https://www.nightowlfiction.com
mailto:Bobbie@zebraeditor.com
https://www.zebraeditor.com/
https://www.zebraeditor.com/
mailto:jbengelsman@gmail.com
https://www.jacobengelsmanibclc.com/
mailto:kayhunt1@gmail.com
mailto:judith@judithkolberg.com
https://Judithkolberg.com
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JANIE MILLS
Email       Website

Available for editing: query letters, 
science fiction, memoir, Southern 
fiction, YA fantasy, sports fiction, 
apocalyptic, detective/crime 
fiction, soft erotica

I have a master’s degree in English 
(Creative Writing) and have been a 
full-time editor for five years. I 
believe in understanding an 
author’s voice and putting in the 
work to get it right. I am blessed 
with my editing talent and am 
pleased to offer affordable, yet 
professional, editing services.

CHRIS NEGRON
Email       Website

Available for query letter consults, 
developmental editing

Author of the middle grade novels 
Dan Unmasked (July 2020) and The 
Last Super Chef (July 2021), both 
from HarperCollins, available for 
editing novels of all genres, but 
with a particular focus on middle 
grade and contemporary fiction for 
adults and teens as well. Novel 
editing price proposed after review 
of sample chapter(s). Single-page 
query letter feedback available for 
$50 / query.

JOE RENDACE
Email Website

Screenplays - All genres
SCREENPLAY REVIEWS: $99. Think 
your script is ready? It's probably 
not. Receive professional notes on 
your plot/structure/ characters/
dialogue. I have written over a half 

a dozen screenplays, published two 
novels and run two active podcasts. 
I also have spent time as a script 
reader for a NY movie production 
house. Please sign up on 
JoeRendace.com.

STEPHANIE SIEGEL
Email       Website

Final editing available for 
nonfiction (especially health for 
general audiences). 

I read literature and am trying to 
write it. But most of my career was 
spent writing newspaper articles 
(12 years) or editing them (12 
years). My eagle eye for details 
such as unanswered questions, 
unsupported statements, and 
inconsistencies made me a valued 
copy editor at CNN.com, The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 
WebMD, and the CDC.

ERIC SCARANTINO
Email

Genre Fiction, Developmental 
Editing  Line Editing, Proofreading, 
Query Letters, Synopses and 
Outlines. 
All genres welcome.

Professional editor with over a year 
of experience. I studied English 
locally at UWG and interned as a 
staff editor for LURe, an academic 
publisher, and have provided my 
editing services and educational 
content to the Carrollton Writer's 
Guild for over three years. My 
current clients are primarily Adult 
Fantasy and Middle Grade writers. 
If interested, send me a sample of 
1,000 words and I'll edit them for 
free along with a quote.

MARIANN STEFANELLI
The Writer’s High, LLC: Take your 
writing to a higher level with 
experienced, professional editing.
Email       Website

Specialty areas: memoir and 
narrative nonfiction; mystery, 
thriller, romance, fantasy, women’s 
fiction, and commercial fiction; 
book proposals and query letters.

A former public relations 
professional, I’ve specialized in 
developmental and line editing 
since 2014. Editorial assessments 
honor your voice and vision; all 
communication is shared in a 
respectful, encouraging manner. 
I’m a coordinator for the Georgia 
chapter, Editorial Freelancers 
Association, and founded the 
Writer’s High Retreat, an inspiring 
weekend retreat featuring literary 
luminaries such as Winston Groom, 
Cassandra King, and Patti Callahan 
Henry. Read more about me and 
my services HERE.

DAVE SWAN
Email       Linkedin

Nonfiction topics: Politics, defense, 
foreign affairs, crime and legal 
issues, education, taxes, music, 
film, humor, relationships, and 
writing about writing.

I’m an experienced copy editor for 
fic�on and non-fic�on. I can guide you 
through the thicket of your first dra� or 
proofread the final version before it 
goes off to the publisher. One of my 
special�es is pu�ng complicated 
subject ma�er into plain, powerful 

mailto:alliancebookediting@gmail.com
https://www.alliancebookediting.com/
mailto:chris@chrisnegron.com
https://chrisnegron.com/
mailto:Jrendace@hotmail.com
https://www.JoeRendace.com
mailto:siegel@consultant.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/eagleeyesiegel
mailto:EricScarantino@gmail.com
mailto:mariann@thewritershigh.com
https://www.thewritershigh.com
https://thewritershigh.com.
mailto:davesedits2@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dsswan/
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language, always in your voice and 
never in AI. My rates are reasonable 
and flexible.

A.E. WILLIAMS
Email        Website

A.E. Williams Editorial edits a variety 
of fic�on and nonfic�on genres.

Experience: We perform copy, devel-
opmental, and line edi�ng, among 
other services, for indie authors and 
publishing houses (including a Big 5 
publisher). If interested in working 
with us, please email us or submit 

your sample on the services page on 
our website.

We’re happy to offer sample edits at a 
discounted rate upon request. AWC 
members receive a 10% discount on 
invoices larger than $1,400.

If you are an AWC member, offer 

editing services, and want to add 

your information to this directory, 

please send an email to AWC 

Executive Director George 

Weinstein  with the following 

information: Your name, Your email 

address, Your website (if available), 

The fiction genres and/or nonfiction 

topics you have experience editing, 

& a brief statement detailing your 

editing experience of 75 words or 

less.

cafepress.com

mailto:ae@crazednovelist.com
mailto:info@crazednovelist.com
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
mailto:info@crazednovelist.com?subject=AWC%20Member%20-%20Editing%20Services
http://www.crazednovelist.com/services
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
https://www.cafepress.com/shop/AWC/products
https://www.cafepress.com/shop/AWC/products
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1. Take a picture of where you write. Don't 

clean it up, show us the natural 

environment where you make the magic. 

You can be in the shot, or not.

2. Send the picture to awc.member.

services@gmail.com with "My Creative 

Space" in the subject line.

3. Keep watching the Atlanta Writers Club 

Facebook page and Instagram page and 

when you are featured, share it with the 

world.

Free Online Promotion

PHOTOGRAPH YOU WORKPLACE

FREE INTERNET PROMOTION FOR AWC MEMBERS

The Atlanta Writers Club website offers Free Promotion. We're 
now featuring a page where AWC members can promote their 
latest publication: SEE IT HERE

Current Atlanta Writers Club members are invited to add/update 
their listing: please email your head-shot, book (or other 
publication) cover, and website URL to AWC Executive Director
George Weinstein.

mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com
mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com
https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-success/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-success/
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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Online #1 WAIT LIST
Fiction & narrative non-

fiction. Meets on 2nd & 4th

Wednesday of the month via 
Zoom, 2pm.  Contact: 
Kelley Cody-Grimm 

Online #2 WAIT LIST
Fiction only. Ongoing. Please 
submit 100 pages for vetting. 

Contact: Linh Pham 

Online #3 WAIT LIST
Speculative fiction for 

complete ms or short stories. 
Meets every 2nd & 4th wed., 

8-10pm. Contact: 
Xander Jon Dĳk

Online #4 OPEN
Memoir & Fiction. Meets 
2nd Wednesday and last 

Sunday of every month at 
7pm with pre-share 

excerpts of ~5K words. 
Contact: Alex Reinshagen

Online #5 WAIT LIST
Short Stories Every 2nd 

Thursday  at 1pm. 
Contact: Nathan Huebner

Online #6 WAIT LIST
Young Adult & Middle Grade 

Fiction Work. 
Contact:  Brad Scott

Online #7 WAIT LIST
Screenwriting (email for 
details) 1st & 3rd Friday of 
every month at 7pm via 

ZOOM. Contact: Liz Irland

Online #8 OPEN
All genres. Writing group with 
preselected prompts, writing 

time, sharing time, & brief 
critiques. First Thursday of 
month at 7pm and the last 
Sunday of month at 2pm.
Contact Malaika Simmons

Online #9 WAIT LIST
Romance 1st and 3rd

Tuesdays, 7-8pm using 
Google Meets. 

Contact: Olga Jackson

Online #10 WAIT LIST
We study books about the 

craft of writing together. Each 
member is expected to: 1) 

read the portion of the book 
assigned each week and 2) 

Come prepared with 
whatever exercise we agree 

to each week. We meet 
every Tuesday 
from 9 to 11am. 

Contact: Malaika Simmons

Online #12 WAIT LIST
Writer’s support group - 
psychology of writing, 

rejection, etc. Meets 1st & 3rd

Wednesdays @ 7pm. 
Contact: Matt Johnson

Online #13 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi, Fantasy, & Horror. 

Meeting online every other 
Tues @ 7pm. 

Contact: Nancy Fletcher

ON-LINE groups first, IN-PERSON groups second

GREEN GROUPS ARE OPEN, RED GROUPS ARE FULL

Membership in the Atlanta Writers Club entitles 
members to participate in or start their own 
AWC-sponsored writing and critique groups, 

where you and your colleagues can help each other 
improve your writing craft. 
Below is the current list of active AWC writing/critique 
groups. If you have any questions about any of these 
groups, or if you would like to start your own group, 
please contact Officer Emeritus George Weinstein.

mailto:kelleycodygrimm@gmail.com
mailto:info@linhphambooks.com
mailto:xanderjondijk@gmail.com
mailto:author@AlexReinshagem.com
mailto:nlhuebner@gmail.com
mailto:woodsgal@hotmail.com
mailto:llzireland@gmail.com
mailto:malaika.r.simmons@gmail.com
mailto:olga.jackson.author@gmail.com
mailto:mstaten4@gmail.com
mailto:mwjohnson19@gmail.com
mailto:ncfletcher50@gmail.com
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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Online #14 WAIT LIST
Adult Fiction Online, every 
other Thursday, 7-9 pm. 

Contact: Susanne Fincher

Online #15 WAIT LIST
Fiction 1st Saturday of each 

month at 9:30am. 
Contact: Perry Powell

Online #16 OPEN
All genres Meetings are 

virtual via Zoom every other 
Monday at 5pm. Members 

exchange drafts twice 
monthly for critiquing. 

Contact: Jeremy Logan

Online #17 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi and Fantasy Online 

using Google Meet, 2nd and 
4th Tuesday each month at 
7pm. Contact: Abigail Biles

O����� #18 WAIT LIST
Fantasy and Science Fiction
Meetings are on Sunday, 9-
11 a.m. every other week, 
with work sent to Nathaniel 

ahead of time. Contact: 
Nathaniel Chaney 

Online #19 OPEN
Memoir. Meets on 2nd & 4th

Thursdays at 7pm. 
Contact:  Chetan Sanker

Online #20 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual 
meetings are every other 

Tuesday, 7-8 pm. 
Contact: Daniel Cozart

Online #21 WAIT LIST 
Poetry group for six experi-

enced poets, published/
seeking publication. Meets 
weekly via Zoom on Tues-
days from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 

p.m. Poems to be shared on 
Google Drive & reviewed be-
fore each session. Send 3 po-

ems to Rick Rohdenburg

Online #22 WAIT LIST
Science fiction and fantasy. 
Meets every other Thursday 

evening 7:39-8:30 pm. 
Contact: Mary Vallo

Online #24 OPEN
Self-publishing authors - all 
genres. Writing group fo-

cused on learning business 
side of publishing (no cri-

tiques). Meets virtually on 1st

& 3rd Wednesday of each 
month from 12pm to 12:45. 

Contact: J.M. Tompkins

Online #25 OPEN
Picture book authors & au-
thor/illustrators interested in 
crafting stories. Virtual meet-
ings on Google Meet, 1st & 

3rd Thursdays at 7-9pm. 
Contact: Kelley Likes.

Online #26 OPEN
Fantasy and Romantasy. 

Meets virtually every Thurs. 
at 7pm. 

Contact: Jesslyn Parrish

Online #27 OPEN
Horror and thriller, novellas, 
short stories. Meets on 2nd & 
4th Thursdats 6-8pm. Con-

tact: Sean Stapleton

Online #28 WAIT LIST
Meets virtually on the first & 
third Tuesday of each month 

at 7pm. 
Contact: Laura Kelly Robb

Online #29 OPEN
Nonfiction: Business/Leader-
ship, Self-Help, Inspirational, 
Mind/Body/New Age, History. 
Meets on 2nd and 4th Thurs-

day, 6:30pm. Contact: 
Heather Pitts Watson

Online #30 OPEN
Middle Grade and Younge 
Adult Fantasy. Meetis vir-
tually on the last Friday of 
each month at 12pm. Con-
tact Ann Dunn Wessberg

Online #31 OPEN
For aspiring blog writers and 
journalist who blog. Meets 

via Zoom every other 
Wednesday at 7pm. Please 
submit two writing samples 

to be considered. 
Contact: Semira Grevioux

Online #32 OPEN
Fantasy, Science Fiction, 

and Horror (Adult). Meets on 
Zoom on 2nd and 4th

Thursdays at 7:30 pm. 
Contact: Chris Porter

mailto:sfincher@mindspring.COM
mailto:perryleepowell@comcast.net
mailto:jeremylogan.author@gmail.com
mailto:abigailbiles@gmail.com
mailto:chaneywrites@gmail.com
mailto:chetanssankar@gmail.com
mailto:danielbrcozart@gmail.com
mailto:Rohdenburgs@gmail.com
mailto:mev8487@gmail.com
mailto:jmtompkins@creativityuntamed.com
mailto:kelleymlikes@live.com
mailto:jesslynparrish@gmail.com
mailto:sean.stapleton2@gmail.com
mailto:lkellyrobb46@gmail.com
mailto:hwatson434@icloud.com
mailto:AWessberg@fredlaw.com
mailto:semiragreviouxwrites@gmail.com
mailto:cporterwrites@gmail.com
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Acworth OPEN
Fantasy and magical real-
ism. Meets on 1st Friday of 

the month @ 7pm and the 3rd

Monday of the month at 
10am. Location TBD. 

Contact: Nicole Escobar

Atlanta/Buckhead OPEN
Magical realism, horror, and 

literary fiction. Meets at 
leader’s home on second 
Thursday of each month 

from 6:30 - 8pm. 
Contact: Gale Huxley

Atlanta Northside OPEN
SciFi but open to other types 
of speculative fiction. Meet-
ings every second Saturday 
of the month at the Fellini’s 

Pizza in Buckhead @ 11 AM. 
Contact: Joe Lamb

Atlanta/South Brookhaven 
WAIT LIST(L������ �� 10)

Literary fiction. Meets in 
person at pre-selected 

location, 6-9pm every other 
Tues. We’ll discuss 

preshared excerpts and pre-
meeting critiques. (L������ �� 10)
Contact: Jim Alton-Trueblood 

Atlanta/Southside 
WAIT LIST

Young adult & Middle Grade 
Fiction. Meets Mondays or 

Tuesdays @ 6:30pm. 
Contact Jessica Harlan

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction, Non-fiction, 

Screenplays, Poetry. Meets 
Thursday evening once a 

month 6:30-8:30 in the 
Chattahoochee Food Works 

hall. Contact: 
John Goldsmith

Chamblee OPEN
Poetry group for those who 
want to publish and write 1 
poem/week. Meet at Dekalb 
Co. Public Library-Chamblee 

every other Tuesday 
from 6-8pm. 

Contact: Olivia Mckenzie

Chattanooga, TN OPEN
All fiction genres, with focus 
on mystery, romance, and 
historical fiction. Meets on 
the first Saturday of every 

month at 11am at The Book 
and Cover bookshop 

(first meeting on 
September 6th, 2025). 
Contact: Rachel Gates

Decatur WAIT LIST
Contemporary fiction, literary 

fiction, Southern fiction, 
historical fiction, and memoir. 

Meets on 2nd Saturdays 1-
3pm at Tucker Library & 4th

Wednesdays 6-8pm at the 
Toco Hils Library

Contact: Billie Mears

Decatur OPEN
Poetry - Meets on Sundays 

at 1:30pm at Dancing Goats. 
Contact: Madeline O’Neill

Dunwoody OPEN
Memoir and Narrative 

nonfiction. Discuss 

publishing paths, marketing 
plans, & network growth. In-
person meetings on the third 

Saturday of each month 
before the AWC meetings, 

starting at 12:00 p.m.
Contact: May Spangler 

D’woody/Sandy Springs #1 
OPEN

Advanced Writers in Thriller/
Mystery/Suspense Meet on 
the Meeting on 2nd and 4th

Thursday each month at 
7pm. Must have completed 

MS. To apply, send Bill a 
short bio & first chapter. 

Contact: Bill Robbins

D’woody/Sandy Springs #2 
WAIT LIST

Speculative fiction (novels 
and short stories). Meets 
every other Wednesday, 

6:30pm. Usually at  a 
restaurant. 

Contact: Calvin Clark 

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction-All Genres. Thursday 
evening, once a month, 6-8 
p.m. In a restaurant/coffee 

shop. 
Contact: Emilee McWilliams

Lilburn WAIT LIST
All Genres. Meets on 3rd

Thursday of each  month at 
Mountain Park Library, 1210 

Pounds Rd., Lilburn, GA 
30047 @ 6:30pm. 

Contact: Laura Sellers

Hall County OPEN
Literary/Upmaret Fiction. 

Meets at member’s home in 
Flowery Brranch on 2nd 
Saturday each month at 

IN-PERSON

mailto:nicolejamesescobar@gmail.com
mailto:galehuxley@gmail.com
mailto:galehuxley@gmail.com
mailto:vines62@gmail.com
mailto:atlw@fastmail.com
mailto:jessica.harlan@gmail.com
mailto:Super.John.Goldsmith@gmail.com
mailto:olivia.mckenzie3@gmail.com
mailto:thefauxfrenchgirl@gmail.com
mailto:billiemears@icloud.com
mailto:maddieoneill9@gmail.com
mailto:mayspangler24@gmail.com
mailto:brobbins@robbinslaw.com
mailto:calvinclark@yahoo.com
mailto:emileemcwilliams@gmail.com
mailto:lsellers1942@gmail.com
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continued from previous page

9:30am. 
Contact: Cait Petterson

Marietta 1 WAIT LIST
All genres. Meets at 

member’s house 1st & 3rd 
Tues. 6:30-8:00pm. 

Contact:  Linda Sullivan

Marietta 2 OPEN
All genres and experience 

levels. 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, 6-7 p.m. at Switzer 

Library. Meet other creatives, 
brainstorm ideas, work on 
writing prompts, and learn 

about the craft. 
Contact: Anna Frantz

or (770) 528-2366

Marietta/East Cobb #2 
OPEN

All genres.2nd Thursday of 
every month at 2:00PM in 

the East Cobb Library 
community room (4880 

Lower Roswell Rd.) 
Contact: Margaret Richlin

McDonough OPEN
Fiction only. Meets 2nd & 4th

Saturdays each month at 
10am at McDonough Public 
Library. Contact: Biron Ross

North Druid Hills/Briarcliff/
Toco Hills OPEN

All Genres. Meets every 
other week on Thursdays at 
6pm. Contact: Rachel Beard

Jackson OPEN
All genres. Meets every 
Saturday at 11am at The 

Brickery restaurant. 
Contact: Michael McLarnon

Roswell WAIT LIST
All genres. Every Tuesday 6-

8pm at Scooters in 
West Roswell. 

Contact: George Weinstein

Sandy Springs WAIT LIST
Fiction & N/F (Please 

indicate what you are writing, 

any published work, and 
expectations.) Saturdays 
except when AWC meets, 
2:00-4:00 PM in member's 

home or virtual.  
Contact: Jerry Weiner.

Smyrna OPEN
Fantasy, Romantasy, 

Romance (all sub-genres), 
Magical Realism. Meets at 

Smyrna Coffee (2264 Atlanta 
Rd SE, Suite 103) weekly on 

Saturday 12pm - 3pm. 
Submit sample of 1000-2000 

words to be considered. 
Contact Roshuma Florence

Suwanee OPEN
Fiction, Non-fiction, 

Screenplays, Poetry. Meets 
Saturday mornings from 

10:30 to 12:30, alternating 
between a co-working space 

and online. 
Contact: Jill Cobb

mailto:caito89@gmail.com
mailto:lindasullivan3@gmail.com
mailto:frantza@cobbcat.org
mailto:Margaret.Richlin@cobbcounty.org
mailto:bdross92@hotmail.com
mailto:rachmbeard@gmail.com
mailto:doctormclarnon@gmail.com
mailto:gjweinstein@yahoo.com
mailto:jerry@jerryweiner.com
mailto:roshumaf@gmail.com
mailto:jillacobb@gmail.com
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Membership Information

• You will receive an e-mail from the system 

(showing Executive Director George 

Weinstein’s (e-mail address ) one month 

before your membership expiration date. 

• If you haven't renewed within a week, you 

will receive another e-mail every seven days, 

with a final e-mail one week from expiration. 

• If the expiration date for your membership 

passes without renewal, the system will mark 

your membership as expired. 

• It is a good e-mail practice to check your 

spam/junk folder to see if any legitimate e-

mail has been misfiled there, possibly 

including the email you'll receive from  

George prior to the expiration of your 

membership.

The AWC has an automated system for tracking 

memberships and alerting members when it's 

time to renew. 

Without your continued support of the Atlanta 

Writers Club we would not be able to bring fabu-

lous speakers to our meetings nor provide gener-

ous cash awards for our annual writing contest.

I� ��� ��� ��������� � ������… M��������� B�������…

• Monthly Meetings.

• Periodic Workshops. 

• Twice-Yearly Atlanta Writers Conference. 

• Annual Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference.

• Critique Groups. 

• Writing Contest With Cash Prizes And Publication.  

• Opportunities To Sell Your Books. 

• Free Tickets To Author Events. 

• Free Monthly Newsletter

• Free Book Promotions

mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
https://www.atlantawritersclub.org/membership.html.
mailto:george@atlantawritingclub.org
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Join the Club New Membership

Renewal

Name

Email Address Phone

Street Address

City, State, ZIP

AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES

One-Year Membership 60.00$      $

One-Year Student 10.00$      $

Five-Year Membership 250.00$    $

Lifetime Membership 499.00$    $

FAMILY MEMBERS (Enter names below) Number of

Family Members - One Year 30.00$      $

Family Members - One-Year Student 10.00$      $

Family Members - Five Year 125.00$    $

Family Members - Lifetime 250.00$    $

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

AWC General Fund $

AWC Scholarship Fund $

TOTAL Make checks payable to Atlanta Writers Club $

Mail your check and this form to: Atlanta Writers Club

c/o Jerry Weiner, Treasurer

8080 Jett Ferry Road

Atlanta, GA 30350

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Yes! I would like to become an AWC Volunteer

Monthly Meetings Conferences Other

Family Members

Name

Email Address Phone

Name

Email Address Phone

Membership Form

Book Festivals


