
MONTHLY MEETING AUGUST 16
Atlanta Writers Club - founded 1914, we are a social and edu-
cational club where local writers meet to discuss the craft and 
business of writing. We also sponsor contests for our mem-
bers and host expert speakers from the worlds of writing, pub-
lishing, and entertainment 
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August
AWC meeting

at regular 
location

GSU -
Dunwoody Campus
2101 Womack Rd.

Dunwoody, GA 30338
Building NC - Auditorium 

August 16 - AWC Monthly Meeting & Mixer In-Person at GSU-
Dunwoody for Members and First-Time Guests, 

1:00-5:00 pm Eastern
Speaker #1 - Eli Hinze: The Essential Element of 

Fantasy Storytelling
Speaker #2 - Paul Guyot: Everything You Know About 

Screenwriting Is Wrong
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EXECUTIVE 
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George Weinstein 

OFFICERS 
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Marty Aftewicz
Ron Aiken 
Mike Brown 
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CONFERENCE 
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George Weinstein

MEMBERSHIP VP: 
Yvonne Green 
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Alexis Robinson

OPERATIONS VP: 
Kim Conrey

MARKETING VP:
Patrick Scullin 

CONTESTS VP: 
Kathy Nichols

TOWNSEND PRIZE 
READING 
Committee Director:
Clay Ramsey

TREASURER: 
Jerry Weiner

HISTORIAN/BY-
LAWS: 
George Weinstein

EQUILL PUBLISHER:
Gene Bowen

AWC Officers

Her writing career blossomed from a mix of early passion, serendipity, and re-
silience. She began writing and performing as a child in Birmingham, Alabama—
crafting her first play at age 10 and winning a county fair essay contest at 11 for a 
piece titled Why I Want to Be Bald-Headed.

Despite struggling with dyslexia, which made spelling a challenge and initially dis-
couraged her from pursuing writing, she  overcame her fears. In 1978, she won a fic-
tion contest at the Santa Barbara Writers Conference with a short story that later 
became her first novel. An editor encouraged her to expand it into a full book, reas-
suring her that editors exist to help with spelling—something she hadn’t considered 
before.

Who is she?
You’ll find the author’s name hidden in plain sight—two places—in this newsletter. 
Neither the author on the cover nor their books are used as an endorsement by the 
AWC, its officers, or its members.

Gene Bowen, eQuill Publisher

Cover
Author 
Clues

Cover art by 
Gene Bowen
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Executive Director Viewpoint

Long View
You might have been expecting to see the monthly 
"A Message from the President" column in this 
space. However, AWC President Jill Evans decided 
to step down in July. On behalf of the AWC Board, 
we thank her for her years of service, and we wish 
her well in her future endeavors.

We are now actively searching for our next 
president, someone who can offer visionary 
leadership to help us continue to recruit new 
members, retain current ones, expand our 
connections with local, state, regional, and national 
arts organizations, and offer even more 
opportunities to writers.

A presidential search always reminds me of my 
initial experiences with the AWC. I joined the club 
way back in 2001 on the advice of my critique group 
leader at the time. The AWC was much different 
then: only a few dozen members, typically 10-12 of 
whom attended the monthly meetings. These were 
dinner meetings held in church basements and 
retirement homes on Thursday nights, because that 
was when the club met in the 1910s and 1920s, and 
they always served dinner. Tradition was very 
important to those running the club. I’ve always 
been an iconoclast, though; according to my 
parents, “Why?” was my favorite question as a kid. 
So what drew me to the organization and kept me 
coming back?

The members. There weren’t many of them, but 
they were an interesting collection of writers: some 
of them had achieved bestseller status, many had 
written a great deal over the years, and others—like 
me—were just starting out. Nearly all of them were 
good storytellers, and I crave stories the way most 
people long for their favorite foods.

My parents also claimed my first complete sentence 
was “George do it.” No surprise, I began 
volunteering to do whatever needed to be done, 
from setting up chairs to tackling the AWC’s 90th 
anniversary celebration. In 2004, I became president 

for the first time largely because no one else wanted 
to do it, and, with that dubious mandate, I started to 
make basic changes to the club. We began to meet 
on Saturday afternoons, we started critique groups, 
we built a website, and more. Soon, we grew to 100 
members and then doubled that. Growth became 
exponential, and we were able to do more things for 
our members, such as launching the Atlanta Writers 
Conference.

Subsequent presidents have continued to make 
their mark, and the AWC has grown and thrived. We 
now have over 1,450 members writing in every 
genre and form. We are the largest and most active 
nonprofit writing organization in the southeast, but 
there’s more to come. I want the AWC to have its 
own meeting space, where we can hold educational 
events weekly instead of monthly and host 
promotional opportunities for our members.

But my ideas aren’t enough by a longshot. We need 
volunteers with vision and a desire to lead. Maybe 
you’re reading this and thinking that you’re not 
ready to be president, but you want to get involved, 
from setting up chairs to helping with an upcoming 
celebration. That’s great—please write to me at 
George@AtlantaWritersClub.org and let me know.

George Weinstein is the AWC Executive Director and 
author of numerous published novels, from 
Southern historical fiction to mysteries, thrillers, 
and even comedic sci-fi. 
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AWC July Meeting Photos 

Photos courtesy of Patrick Scullin:

Access all the conference photos here: LINK

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/townsend-prize-for-fiction-donation-page
https://atlantawritersclub.org/donation/
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/townsend-prize-for-fiction-donation-page
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/townsend-prize-for-fiction-donation-page
https://atlantawritersclub.smugmug.com/CLUB-MEETINGS/2025-July-19-Club-Meeting
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for AWC Members and
First-Time GuestsAugust 16 AWC Meeting Agenda

August 16th Atlanta 
Writers Club Meeting 
for AWC Members and 
First-Time Visitors

August 16, 12:45 p.m.-
4:15 p.m. at GSU-Perimeter College: Dunwoody 
Campus, 2101 Womack Rd, Dunwoody, GA 30338, 
Building NC auditorium and cafe. (If you're not on our 
mailing list, use the form here to add yourself so you will 
get any updates about this meeting.)

This meeting may be recorded; if so, the recording link 
will be shared via email the following month.

No RSVP needed.

12:45-1:30 p.m. Nosh and Networking Mixer for 
members and first-time visitors in the meeting
� Please arrive for our meeting as early as 12:45 so 
you can check in, and then join everyone for a meet and 
greet opportunity in the Building NC cafe to build your 
network and make new friends.

1:30-1:45 p.m. AWC announcements and upcoming 
events with AWC Executive Director George Weinstein

1:45 p.m.-2:45 p.m. Speaker #1 - Eli Hinze: The Essential 
Element of Fantasy Storytelling

Eli Hinze is a fantasy author 
best known for her stories set 
in the distant past. With a 
passion for history, complex 
systems, and anthropology, 
she infuses ancient legends 
with her own twists and 
a touch of romance. After 13 
years of independent 
publishing experience, Eli’s 
books have found readers 
across every inhabited 

continent. Her works are available in audiobook, ebook, 
and paperback formats.

The Essential Element of Fantasy Storytelling
What makes a fantasy story unforgettable? Join Eli 
Hinze as she delves into the essential element that 
defines the fantasy genre. Along the way, learn how to 
breathe new life into timeless tropes, ideation strategies 
to help you craft innovative ideas, and the rules for 
creating a compelling fantasy. Come discover how to 
make your fantasy stories not only magical, but
meaningful and fresh.

2:45-3:00 p.m. Book signing with Eli Hinze

3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Speaker #2 - Paul Guyot: Everything 
You Know About Screenwriting Is Wrong

Paul Guyot has written and 
produced over 200 hours of 
television, and served as Co-
Executive Producer and 
showrunner on series 
including LEVERAGE, NCIS: 
NEW ORLEANS, THE 
LIBRARIANS, and
others. He co-wrote the 
feature film GEOSTORM
(which grossed $300 million 
worldwide) but don’t hold it 
against him. In 2020, after 
CBS Studios won a 7-figure 

bidding war for the rights to the book BITTER BREW -- 
the true story of five generations of the Anheuser-Busch 
family -- Paul was hired to adapt it for an epic 3-season 
series, but the project died a Pandemic death.
He once sold a series to a network on a Thursday, which 
was UNsold on Monday morning… after the head of the 
studio split with their spouse over the weekend. Last 
year he adapted the Korean film NO TEARS FOR THE 
DEAD for CJ Entertainment.

Currently, he is developing an independent feature film 
which will be his directorial debut, writing two more 
books, and cowriting a feature script. He’s very tired.

He is the author of KILL THE DOG: The First Book on 
Screenwriting to Tell You the Truth, which was an Amazon 
bestseller upon its release.

His TikTok videos about professional screenwriting have 
garnered more than 12 million views.
He has been called the Rick Rubin of making old 
fashioneds.

Everything You Know About Screenwriting Is Wrong
In this brutally honest and eye-opening discussion, Paul 
Guyot will reveal why all the books, websites, and social 
media accounts about screenwriting are wrong, and give 
you the truth of what it takes to forge a career as a 
professional screenwriter.

4:00-5:00 p.m. Book signing with Paul Guyot

Regular
Location

https://perimeter.gsu.edu/
https://perimeter.gsu.edu/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/contact/
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November 8, 2025 AWC Marketing Workshop

GSU-Dunwoody Auditorium | 12:30-4:00 p.m.

Don't Just Learn about Book Marketing: Develop Your Own Marketing Plan

Authors and AWC Officers Kim Conrey and George Weinstein have more than two 
decades of combined  experience marketing and selling their fiction and nonfiction 
books. They want to help you to create your own marketing plan to give your book 
sales a jump-start or, if you're still working on your first book, getting ahead of the 
game so you can build your platform.

Rather than just providing you with hours of lecture on various aspects of online 
marketing and in-person sales, Kim and George will guide you through the creation 
of your own plan with a template you'll complete as the workshop progresses. By 
the end, you'll have a path-forward for everything from platform building with 
newsletter and social media, to online advertising to writing a script for contacting 
bookstores and conducting your signings to maximize sales, and you can set in 
motion, as early as possible, the processes that will give you greater access to 
opportunities important to the success of your books.

Kim and George will cover the following topics during their 3.5-hour workshop:
- Why email newsletters are more effective than social media posts.
- How to grow an actively engaged mailing list.
- How to make the best use of your website.
- Bookbub, BookFunnel, and numerous other free marketing tools at your 
disposal.

- Tips about using Amazon and Facebook ads.
- Making the perfect pitch to get signings at bookstores and speaking gigs at 
book festivals.

- Conducting yourself at book signings and public speaking events.

The cost is $75 for AWC members and $135 for nonmembers and those needing to 
renew before November 8 (this additional fee provides 365 days of AWC 
membership).

For speaker bios and registration, click here: LINK

Develop Your Marketing 
Plan: Even if You're Still 
Working on Your First 
Book

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/november-8-2025-awc-marketing-workshop
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September 25-27, 2025 AWC-GWM-SSIW Writing Retreat

Atlanta Writers Club - Georgia Writers Museum - St. Simons 
Island Writers 

Writing Retreat on St. Simons Island

September 25-27, 2025

Relax...Recharge...and Write!

The Atlanta Writers Club, Georgia Writers Museum, and St. Simons 
Island Writers present a writing retreat designed to help you relax, 
recharge, and write!

Unlike many such events that are so intent on offering value that 
they overwhelm participants with activities, leaving no time for 
creative output, the AWC-GWM-SSIW retreat is designed to give 
you ample networking and learning opportunities while also 
providing long stretches where you can further develop your work-
in-process, get inspired to start something new, or just rest and 
rediscover your muse.

St. Simons Island, Georgia, is the perfect place to do this. Write 
with innumerable island views to delight you or explore its icon 
lighthouse and pier, long shorelines, plentiful dining and shopping, 
miles of bike paths, and nature trails galore while you contemplate 
your next chapter.

Schedule of Activities at the Coastal Georgia Historical Society AW 
Jones Heritage Center (610 Beachview Dr., St. Simons Island, GA)

- Thursday, September 25, 3:30 pm -6:00 pm: Welcome 
reception featuring networking activities and hors 
d'oeuvres
- Friday, September 26, 8:00 am-10:30 am: Kaia Alderson 
keynote talk on "Walking the Roads My Forefathers (and 
Foremothers!) Walked (Or How I Play in the Archives for 
Literary Inspiration)," with breakfast and coffee service
- Friday, September 26, 3:30 pm -6:00 pm: Dr. Harrison 
Scott Key keynote talk on "This Really Happened: On 
Writing True Stories"
- Saturday, September 27, 8:00 am-10:30 am: Denny Bryce 
keynote talk on "Creating Impactful Scenes Using Short 
Story Techniques," with breakfast and coffee service
- Saturday, September 27, 3:30 pm -6:00 pm: AWC & SSIW 
writers panel on "Approaches to Finding Good Critiques," 
plus open mic for participants
- Optional activities include a silent write-in on Friday and 
on Saturday at the St. Simons Island Public Library to 
encourage writing productivity and group lunches and 
dinners

Registration is $350 and includes all the activities and meals above.
For registration, recommended lodging options, speaker profiles, 
and more, click here: LINK

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/awc-gwm-writing-retreat-on-st-simons-island
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October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference

Time to 
register. 
Click the 
clock. →

Our 33rd Atlanta Writers Conference will be held in-person (with an option to 
participate virtually for agent/publisher/author coach meetings) at the Westin 
Atlanta Airport Hotel on October 24-25, 2025. 

Whether you are…

� In search of an agent or a publisher
� Working on a manuscript and in need of feedback
� Seeking to learn more about the writing craft and/or publishing business
� Building your network of industry professionals and writing colleagues

…this is your opportunity to take the next big step toward your writing goals.

Location:
WESTIN ATLANTA AIRPORT HOTEL
4736 Best Road, Atlanta, GA 30337

Want to get published?
The October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference offers you meetings with literary agents, publishing acquisitions 
editors, and an author coach–with an option to participate virtually if you are 
unable to travel to Atlanta–along with a host of other in-person activities:

� Access to 18 acquisitions editors and literary agents seeking every major 
fiction genre and nonfiction topic, as well as graphic novels, picture books, 
short story collections, and novellas.

� Critiques of manuscript samples by the editors and agents, with work 
submitted a month in advance.

� Pitches to editors and agents with query letters you will bring for their 
review.

� Query letter critique by a pair of editors/agents to improve your pitch (at 
past conferences, nearly 50% of Best Pitch awards by agents and 
publishers went to those who participated in the Query Letter Critique).

� Author coaching from your choice of bestselling authors of fiction and 
nonfiction/memoir, who will answer your top 5 burning questions about the 
craft and business of writing and the writer’s life.

� Pre-conference edit of your manuscript submission via email months before 
the conference by a freelance editor of your choice (at past conferences, 
nearly 50% of all awards–for Best Manuscript Sample and Best Pitch–went 
to writers who participated in the Pre-Conference Edit).

� Two-hour workshop with Wall Street Journal and USA Today bestselling 
author and artificial intelligence expert Jeff Lakusta titled “AI & Publishing: 
What You Need to Know” and two free bonus talks by Jeff beforehand.

� A publisher Q&A panel with all participating acquisitions editors and a 
separate Q&A panel with all participating literary agents to address your 
questions about the business of writing.

https://atlantawritersconference.com/registration/


� Free bonus educational talks by critically acclaimed authors Stacia Pelletier and Milton Davis.

� Friday-night mixer with musical entertainment by pianist/singer and AWC member Mike Shaw and his 
accompanist.

� Award ceremony, where each of the agents and editors will select participants for Best Manuscript Sample 
and Best Pitches, with certificates to be given to the awardees–or sent after the conference for those not in 
attendance. 

� And our book fair offers opportunities to participants who want to sign and sell their traditionally and self-
published books on Friday, May 2.

More than 60 of our members have signed with agents or editors they met at our Conferences, and a number of 
those have scored major book deals (and one, so far, has hit the bigtime with a movie and TV deal). You could 
be next!

We’re now accepting registrations. As past Conference participants will tell you, the spots fill up fast, so 
don’t delay!

The Atlanta Writers Conference is presented exclusively for members of the Atlanta Writers Club. If you are not 
a current member through October 25, 2025, you can join/renew as part of your Conference registration–you 
do not need to do this as a two-step process.

To read all the details for the October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference, start here: LINK

Atlanta Writers Club 10
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In 2025, we are offering two separate 
quarterly webinar series to AWC 
members. Each series is $50 and will 
grant you live online access via Zoom on 
the date of each quarterly webinar as 
well as a link to the recording for each 
one, in case you're unable to attend the 

live presentation or want to watch it again. Each 
recording will be retained online, so if you register after 
one or more of the webinars are held, you will still be 
able to view the ones you missed. You will also receive 
any handout(s) created for each webinar in the series.

The $50 cost for each series will help to pay for the 
speaker's honorarium as well as contribute to the 
Atlanta Writers Club's reserve for scholarships, support 
of literary activities, and our building fund.

If you are not yet an Atlanta Writers Club member but 
want to register for one or both webinar series, you will 
have the option to add AWC membership to your total. 
You will then also be able to attend our monthly in-
person meetings at no charge, participate in our critique 
groups, enter our contests, and register for periodic 
standalone online workshops offered free to members.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH
T.D. STORM

T.D. STORM is an award-winning writer and teacher 
whose work has appeared in a number of journals and 
anthologies, including Black Warrior Review, Copper 
Nickel, Jellyfish Review, and Literary Hub. His passion for 
storytelling and its inner workings informs his teaching, 
editing, and mentoring. He runs an online writing school
which offers articles and courses geared toward helping 
writers hone their craft of engaging and moving stories.

October 8, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
Backstory: To Be or Not to Be

Some seem to decry backstory as an anchor that drags 
on the present-time story; others say backstory is 
absolutely essential. We’ll explore the debate and then 
examine what methods you can use to incorporate 
backstory seamlessly. We’ll also discuss how much 
backstory to use and what purposes backstory really 
serves.

QUARTERLYWEBINAR SERIES WITH
MICHAEL LA RONN

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
The Pocket Guide to Pantsing
Pantsers: do you want to ditch outlining forever but 
don't know how?

Maybe you've tried to write by the seat of your pants, 
but you got lost in the weeds. Or, you just need some 
structure.

Writing a novel without an outline is like solving a 
complex puzzle—daunting, but not impossible. Master 
this technique and you'll write stories that you never 
dreamed of--and readers will pay you for it.

In this practical, no BS webinar, prolific Michael La Ronn 
will talk about the pantsing process he's followed to 
write over 20 novels without an outline.

You'll discover:

* A tried-and-true structure for writing your book 
without an outline
* How to win the war against self-doubt
* What to do when you get stuck, and exactly what to 
write next
* How to edit your novel as you go and produce a clean 
first & final draft

Once you write your first novel without an outline, the 
next one will be much easier. All you need is practical 

2025 Quarterly Webinar Series for AWC Members

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
https://stormwritingschool.com
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continued from previous page

advice. Click the buy button to take your writing skills to 
the next level.

Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
The Ins and Outs of Self-Publishing
Have you finished your first book and are feeling 
overwhelmed by what it will take to get it into the hands 
of readers?

If you don’t know where to start, you might waste time 
spinning your wheels or make critical mistakes that 
make your author journey harder than it needs to be. But 
if you follow the right steps, you can take control of your 
publishing journey—and make more money—by taking 
the indie route.

In this comprehensive hands-on workshop, indie author 
Michael La Ronn will share the knowledge he’s gained 
from more than a decade of independently publishing 
his fiction and nonfiction books.

This webinar will cover:
* Best practices for working with editors and for 
formatting your book for ebook and print
* Best practices for working with cover designers
* Curiously effective marketing and promotion 
strategies
* And more, including the ability to ask questions and 
get tailored advice for your own situation

The publishing process doesn’t have to be painful. Tune 
in for a hands-on experience and leave with the 
confidence and knowledge to publish your own work 
professionally and successfully.

To select either or both quarterly webinar series, 
please register here - LINK

Acworth Book & 

Storytelling Festival

http://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
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Anju Gattani Essay - “You NO...”

By Anju Gattani

YOU’D THINK THAT 
AFTER 500 REJECTIONS for 
my Winds of Fire series, which 
has been repped by four 
agents over 17 years of 
submissions—a series I’ve 
been developing for 24+ 
years—I’d have learned my 
lesson. Right? 

Wrong.
A writer with an iron will of patience (aka 

“stubbornness”), and an international journalism career 
that ended in 2001 shortly after we moved from 
Singapore to the USA, I learned “No” isn’t personal. It’s 
professional. “No” isn’t a reflection of who I am but that 
my project isn’t appropriate for someone else. I learned 
to take critical feedback, to look at my work through an 
objective lens and comprehend why a scene, plot, 
flashback or character’s motivation doesn’t work. 

I learned how to make those elements work—hard 
work!

My humble little story spread across several books 
and hence the Winds of Fire series. I attended countless 
writing conferences, learned to pitch my work to agents 
and editors, attended panels and noted publishers who 
wanted a fresh story that hadn’t been done before. So, 
when Book 1, Dynasties, and Book 2, Once and for All, 
fell in their laps—professionals honestly didn’t know 
what to do with books that hadn’t been done before—
and the “NOs” flooded. 

 A small publisher took a chance on Dynasties in 2011 
and “No”-thing much happened. But I continued 
learning, honing my skills in the art and craft of writing 
and improving my work. I secured my rights back in 
2015. Then in 2017 another small publisher signed the 
first three books but couldn’t bring the series to fruition.

That’s when I said “NO.” 
I secured all rights back to the series and said, “No 

more.” 
In 2023 I self-published Book 1, Dynasties, the book 

finaled in a few awards, and I continued honing my craft. 
In 2024, Book 2, Once and for All was born and didn’t just 
final but made the shortlist for the 2025 Hawthorne 
Prize, and won two awards and finaled in another five 
categories in the 2025 Independent Author of the Year 
Awards. 

The journey continues with Book 3, and I continue to 
learn.  

“NO” doesn’t dictate the final outcome. “No” is just a 
signal to re-route the publishing GPS and keep 

driving…after all, success isn’t just about the final 
destination but the journey…the people you meet along 
the way. The family. The tribe you build.

You know…just know…”NO” can be your best friend. 

Multi award-winning fiction author, international 
freelance journalist, blogger and former newspaper 
reporter, Anju was born in India but grew up in Hong 
Kong. She has also lived and been published in 
Singapore, India, Australia, and finally dug her roots in 
Georgia, USA.

Anju’s Winds of Fire Series was reviewed as “Downton 
Abbey-style saga, but set in India!” and is the proud 
winner and finalist across multiple awards: 2025 
Independent Author Awards, 2025 Shortlisted for 
Hawthorne Prize, 2025 NIEA Finalist, 2024 International 
Book Awards, 2024 Bests Book Awards, 2024 Georgia 
Author Of The Year Nominee and 2024 & 2025 
International Book Of The Month pick by the 
International Pulpwood Queen & Timber Guys Book Club 
Reading Nation.

Anju hopes her books will Bridge Cultures and Break 
Barriers. 

PURCHASE LINK 

Social Media:

Website

Facebook: Anju Gattani Books

Twitter: @Anju_Gattani

Instagram: Anju_Gattani27

Bookbub: @Anju_Gattani

https://www.amazon.com/Anju-Gattani/e/B0067M0MDU/ref=dp_byline_cont_pop_ebooks_1
https://www.anjugattani.com
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Overcoming writer's block for all ages
By Todd Sullivan

 HAVING TAUGHT ENGLISH IN ASIA FOR SIXTEEN 
YEARS, one scenario which crops up often is when a 
student is given a writing assignment and, five minutes 
later, they raise their hand. 
“Todd Teacher,” they’ll say, “I don’t know what to write.”
Having become used to this, I tell them to put down 
their pencil and just talk to me about the topic at hand. I 
will sit there, trying not to smile as the student invariably 
speaks hundreds, thousands of words on the subject. 
Eventually, I will have to interrupt them and tell them, 
“Okay, now write down everything you just said.”
The student will look at me, confused, and respond with, 
“I don’t remember what I just said.”
This has led me to two conclusions. First, people aren’t 
actually listening to what they are saying when they 
speak. Second, there is a curious dam between 
thoughts, which are legion, and the written word. 
Granted, the majority of the human population only 
became literate in the last century. Humans evolved to 
speak, not to write, an act which would be unnatural to 
most humankind pre1900s. But the wonders that have 
been opened up by humans learning to put thoughts on 

the pages have greatly improved life and the world at 
large. 
I have read journals where students came to revelations 
about themselves, their families, their societies, that 
only occurred because of the methodical act of writing 
and the critical thinking it requires. Spoken words are 
often careless, but written words are deliberate. 
As I’ve told my students who claim that they don’t know 
what to write, “Break down the dam through continuous 
practice. Write daily, and you’ll find the hundreds, 
thousands of words you’ll speak are just as readily 
penned on the page with an ease that’ll surprise you.”

Todd Sullivan taught English as a Second Language in 
South Korea and Taiwan for sixteen years. His fiction, 
poetry, and non-fiction have been published 
internationally. He was listed on the preliminary ballot 
for the Bram Stoker’s Awards in 2018 and was 
nominated for a Pushcart Prize for poetry and fiction.

Website

Instagram: @denevius

Facebook

Samjoko Magazine

Todd Sullivan Essay-Breaking the Dam

https://youtube.com/@toddsullivanacrowsflying?si=bEOsas1IgMLve2jt
https://m.facebook.com/todd.sullivan.75/?
https://www.samjokomagazine.com/
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F.U.N., Secrets & Science! 
Author Event 

B McGraw
Because not all research deserves  

a Nobel Prize!
Et al. is a wildly original collection of 23 satirical research 

papers that explore the absurd side of science, from  
toddler-powered random number generators to  

banana-fueled nuclear reactors. 
Join author and parody scholar B McGraw—Air Force veteran, 
research engineer, and editor of the Journal of Astrological Big 

Data Ecology—the academic version of The Onion for a hilarious 
deep dive into the research academia never dared to conduct. 

Diners are encouraged to come early  
to order from the menu and bar.

Tameka Anderson 
It’s time to stop waiting for permission.

Tag—You’re It.
Ready to ditch the doubts and unleash what makes  

you unforgettable? Join author & speaker,  
Tameka Anderson as she shares powerful insights from  

her latest book, You’re It. 
Dive into thought-provoking exercises that shatter 
 the myths holding you back—tap into your unique  

brilliance. Whether you’re a leader, entrepreneur, or creative, 
discover why the world needs exactly what you bring to  

the table—and how to boldly deliver it.

G. A. Anderson
Afraid to fall asleep?

Afraid of what you may dream?
Join author and renaissance woman, G.A. Anderson,  

as she shares the backstory of her psychological family 
saga—Dream A Little Dream. 

Follow Katy Kiss, Anderson’s heroine, on her journey  
into a past mystery filled with shadows,  

unsettled relationships, and family secrets.
Whether you’re a fan of suspense, rich characters, or stories 
that linger long after the final page, this is one author event 
you won’t want to miss. Come curious—leave captivated.

Tuesday, August 19, 2025
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Roswell Junction 

340 S. Atlanta St., Roswell, GA

Come chat with our authors before the show or stick around  
after the program for lively book talk, behind-the-scenes insights,  

and a chance to get your copy signed and personalized.
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National Authors in Grocery Stores Program

The National Authors in Grocery Stores Program has been 
around for 23 years working with Kroger, giving local authors 
the opportunity to hold book signings in 1,400 Kroger grocery 
stores across 20 states.

As of January 2025, the program is now in Georgia. To that end, the Atlanta Writers Club is working 
to help promote the program.  If you are interested in learning more about this exciting 
opportunity, the program’s qualifications and set up, please go to LINK .  Remember to 
use AtlantaWC in the referral section when signing up so the Atlanta Writers Club will get credit for 
your participation in the program.

Details are on the National Authors in Grocery Stores website, but if you would like to write to the 
program creator directly, you may reach out to EMAIL

Everything You Need 

to Know About 

Writing Short 

Stories

AWC MEMBER AND PUBLISHED AUTHOR KALEN 
WILLIAMSON is offering this ac�vity to help you write 
short stories:
Do you want to learn the fundamentals of wri�ng cra� 
and get your short story wri�en in just one month?
Everything You Need to Know About Wri�ng Short 
Stories: Live Bundle includes a self-paced course, a live 
brainstorming session, a live mini virtual retreat, a live 
guided self-edi�ng session, and feedback on your 
finished short story.
You'll start with a blank page and end with a polished 
short story.
The live sessions take place on Saturdays at noon EDT on 
Zoom on August 2nd, 9th, and 16th.

AWC members get 50% off with code: AWC50.
Click here to register: LINK

http://authorsingrocerystores.com/contact-us
mailto:groceryauthors@gmail.com
https://kalen-williamson.newzenler.com/courses/everything-you-need-to-know-about-writing-short-stories-live
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AWC Member Book Launches and Accolades

AWC MEMBER JOSH GREEN is offering an invigorating 
book chat about his latest novel, Goodbye, Sweetberry Park 
on July 31 at 6:30 p.m. Grab a coffee, relax, and dive into the 
world of this heartwarming, hilarious, and unflinching 
Atlanta story with fellow city dwellers and book lovers. The 
event will be held at Atlanta Tech Village – Downtown, a 
vibrant hub for creativity and innovation located at 235 
Mitchell Street Southwest #Suite 235a Atlanta, GA 30303. 
Don't miss out on this opportunity to connect, snag a signed 
copy, and share your thoughts on our city and this 
captivating new read! Complete details are here: LINK

AWC MEMBER GLENN PARRIS will be doing a book 
launch event at Books and Brew (4316 Lawrenceville Hwy., 
Suite 110, Tucker, GA 30084) on August 16 at 6 p.m. for his 
new books The Painkillers and The Exodus Heresy.

Visit his website

As a board certified rheumatologist, Glenn Parris has 
practiced medicine in the northeast Atlanta suburbs for over 
20 years. He has been writing for nearly as long. Originally 
from New York City, Parris migrated south to escape the cold 
and snow, but fell in love with the southern charms of 
Georgia and Carla, his wife of 22 years. He now writes cross-
genre in medical mystery, science fiction, fantasy, and 
historical fiction.

How do you stop a weapon of the mind? A rising wave of 
suicides. A string of unexplained symptoms. And a secret 
weapon that was never meant to be unleashed. In The 
Enemy Within, AWC MEMBER GREG PLAYER delivers a 
chilling medical thriller where science turns sinister. When 
brilliant neuroscientist Miles Chambers dies under 
mysterious and horrifying circumstances, his suicide appears 
to be just another tragedy, until others begin to exhibit the 
same terrifying symptoms: crushing fatigue, paranoia, 
physical pain, and a slow descent into madness. Claire Long, 
still reeling from the loss of her twin sister, begins to suspect 
a deeper connection between her sister’s unraveling and the 
quiet epidemic spreading through the lives of strangers. 
Together with Jack Baker, a biochemist battling his own 
rapid decline, they must trace the source before it consumes 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/south-downtown-book-chat-josh-greens-goodbye-sweetberry-park-tickets-1514247778869?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://glennparris.com/new-books/
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O N T H E C O V E R F A N N I E F L A G G

them both. But the truth is more dangerous than they imagined, 
an experimental neuro-weapon designed to dismantle the 
human mind, now possibly unstoppable. Taut, intelligent, and 
disturbingly plausible, The Enemy Within is a dystopian thriller 
for fans of medical suspense, psychological unraveling, and 
high-stakes conspiracies with consequences far beyond the 
laboratory. The most dangerous enemy lives inside us.

PURCHASE LINK

Greg Player is an author and family doctor living in Wilmington, 
NC. He is married with two daughters.The Enemy Within is his 
fourth book.

AWC MEMBER DAVE SWAN’s new short story, “Wildwood Nights: The 
Prologue,” has been published by 
the Thieving Magpie literary magazine. 
Truth and fiction, love and infidelity 
spin a complicated web in this tale of a 
writer and his wife facing a crisis on the 
beautiful Gulf Coast. Read it here: LINK

2025 Moonlight & Magnolias Conference

Georgia Romance Writers 2025 Conference
Georgia Romance Writers will be holding their 2025 
Writers Conference at the Crowne Plaza Atlanta, NE, 
Norcross, Georgia, on September 25-27, 2025. The 
annual Moonlight & Magnolias conference will include 
over 40 workshops with beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced tracks; pitching to agents and editors 
(included with registration); book signings; the 
Maggie awards banquet; and featured keynote 
speakers: Susan Stoker, Laura Drake, and Lindi 
Peterson. To register, visit  website

https://www.amazon.com/Enemy-Within-Greg-Player/dp/1960018949
https://thievingmagpie.org/dave-swan-fiction/
https://www.garomancewriters.org/registration
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GCPL August Author Talks & Adult Programs

 
 
 

Adult Services 
Author Talks   

 
 
 
 

 
 

Jacinta Howard 
August 13 | 7 pm | Snellville Branch 
 
 

Join author Jacinta Howard as she discusses her romance novel, When 
Forty Blooms. Books will be available for purchase and signing. 
 
 
 
 

 

Lo Patrick 
August 16 | 5 pm | Duluth Branch 
 
 

Join author Lo Patrick as she discusses her newest Southern mystery, 
Fast Boys and Pretty Girls. Books will be available for purchase and 
signing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leigh Dunlap 
August 20 | 6:30 pm | Duluth Branch 
 
 

Join us for a lively conversation with Leigh Dunlap, 
screenwriter-turned-novelist, as she discusses her debut Southern thriller 
novel, Bless Your Heart. Books will be available for purchase and 
signing. 
 
 

Gwinnett Reads Jane Austen 
Churches in Jane Austen's Northanger Abbey 
August 21 | 6:30 pm | Lilburn Branch 
 
 

Join author Brenda S. Cox for a visual and historical journey through the 
churches that shaped Jane Austen's life and novels. Books will be 
available for purchase and signing. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ravynn K. Stringfield 
August 27 | 6 pm | Duluth Branch 
 
 

Join YA author Ravynn Stringfield as she discusses her newest romance 
novel, Love in 280 Characters or Less. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover more and register for programs at 
www.gwinnettpl.org/adultservices/ 
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Hambridge Creative Residency Program

OUTrageous 

Voices Fall 

Retreat

 

 

Fall 2025 Writers’ Retreat 
Thursday, Sept. 25 - Sunday, Sept. 28, 2025 

Near Atlanta, GA 

 

Registration closes Sept. 2 

 

Swag alert! If we receive your payment by Sept. 2,  

you’ll be included in the drawing to win OUTrageous Voices swag!  

 

OUTrageous Voices is an inclusive lesbian writers’ retreat welcoming 

self-identified lesbians, bisexual women, trans, and nonbinary folks. 
  

What to expect: Fun and inspiring workshops, quiet writing time, 

opportunities to read your work and hear amazing poetry and prose.  

Come find your tribe! 

 

 

For more info, and to register: 
www.outrageousvoices.com/registration 

 
Questions? Email outrageousvoices@yahoo.com 

Location details provided following registration and payment.  

 

The Hambidge Creative Residency Program offers 
residencies of two to six weeks from mid-February 
to mid-December to poets, fiction writers, and 
creative nonfiction writers on 600 forested acres in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of northern Georgia (105 
Hambidge Court, Rabun Gap, Georgia 30568). 
Residents are provided with a private cottage that 
features a bedroom, studio space, kitchen, and 
bathroom. The cost of the residency is $250 per 
week, which includes meals. Limited financial aid 
scholarships of up to $500 and several 
Distinguished Fellowships that cover a two-week 
residency and offer a $700 stipend are available. 

To apply for residencies from mid-February 2026 to 
May 2026, submit six to eight poems or a prose 

sample totaling up to 12 to 15 pages (include a 
synopsis for excerpts of a longer), a résumé, a 300-
word biography, and a residency proposal with a 
$30 application fee by September 15. Visit the 
website for complete guidelines: website.

Accessibility accommodations include two 
accessible residential cottages and accessible 
doorways in community spaces. Contact the 
Hambidge Center for the Creative Arts & Sciences 
office and on-site programs coordinator via phone 
(706-746-7324) or e-mail  for additional accessibility 
details.

mailto:outrageousvoices@yahoo.com
https://www.hambidge.org
mailto:office@hambidge.org
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The strength of the AWC as a 

networking hub is rooted in our 

members' enthusiasm to support 

each other. Many of you have 

compelling stories and valuable 

lessons from your writing journeys 

that deserve to be shared. Why not 

transform those experiences into a 

short article and submit it for the 

upcoming issue of the eQuill? By 

doing so, you'll not only assist 

your fellow members in learning from 

your triumphs and trials but also 

earn a publishing credit.

How to Earn a 

Publishing 

Credit

If you want to submit an article for consideration,  please 

email it to AWC Executive Director George Weinstein.

■ Your article, with a catchy/provocative/thought-
provoking title, that addresses your personal lessons 
about aspects of the craft and/or business of writing, 
in 300 words or less (can be in a Word doc attachment 
or in the body of your email)

■ A profile of you and your book(s) in 50 words or 
less, as well as your website and social media links 
(can be in the same Word doc attachment or in the 
body of your email)

■ Your head-shot and book cover image(s) in JPG or 
PNG format, the higher the resolution, the better.

If you submit, expect to get a reply with edits and 

comments and be willing to rewrite accordingly. Abide 

by the word counts; one reason publishers and contests 

reject work is that the writer can’t/won’t follow the 

rules. While we want to publish articles by as many of 

our members as possible, we also  need 

these pieces to be uniformly high-quality and beneficial 

so the 6,200+ recipients will look forward to reading 

them month after month.

CAUTION: this is NOT a chance to tout your book(s) and 

say, “Buy this!” We’re not offering billboard space here. 

Rather, this is an opportunity for you to help other 

writers avoid pitfalls and apply successful strategies that 

pertain to the craft and business of writing. Naturally, 

you will cite examples from your work. That’s a fine way 

to let people know you have books for sale; we’ll also 

include a brief bio with links, a head-shot and book 

cover(s) at the end of your article. The point is to be 

respectful of your readers, who want knowledge—not 

product placement.

O N T H E C O V E R F A N N I E F L A G G

mailto:George@AtlantaWritersClub.org


Atlanta Writers Club 22

LET’S CELEBRATE the brilliance of Black writers 
and their incredible work! Presented by AAMBC, 
Black Writers Weekend is our annual three-day 
festival, running from Thursday, July 31 to Saturday, 
August 2. Get ready for an exciting experience with a 
vendor market, book and film script pitches, 
networking with fellow writers and authors, 
insightful panel discussions, workshops, and so 
much more. This is an event you won’t want to miss, 
dedicated to uplifting and supporting our 
community. Summers in Atlanta are LIT! Est. 2008.

THURSDAY - meet and greet our hosts and featured 
speakers. This is your opportunity to network and be 
social!

July 31
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Day 1: Welcome Mixer @ Buckhead Art and 
Company

FRIDAY - immerse yourself in our Pitch Fest at the 
resource room + author and writers lounge. We'll 

have 6 workshops for you to choose from, food 
trucks, and 2 panel discussions.

August 1
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Day 2: Artists Talks, Workshops, and Panels @ 
Auburn Ave. Research Library

SATURDAY - explore our marketplace, 3 panel 
discussions, 2 workshops, I Am Creative talk, and an 
evening mixer.

August 2
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Day 3: Artist Talks, Workshops, and Marketplace @ 
Loudermilk Conference Center

Purchase your tickets here: LINK

Black Writers Weekend 2025

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/black-writers-weekend-2025-tickets-1247600910909
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AWC Members Editor Directory

For the editors listed below, please consider selecting a few and getting a quote for 

how much some of them would charge to edit a sample (e.g., 20-50 pages)--some 

charge by the page (e.g., $3-$5/page), others by the word (e.g., $.01-$.05/word)--

and define what kind of edit you want (developmental versus line-editing, or both). 

Then make your selection (consider picking two, for comparison purposes) and see 

if you like the job either editor did on that small portion of your manuscript before 

committing to having your whole book edited by that person.  

The AWC maintains this 
directory In an effort to 
assist AWC members with 
editor options for consid-
eration; however, the 
AWC does not endorse 
the individuals in this di-
rectory and is not liable 
for any member’s experi-
ences with these editors. 

MJ BIGGS
Email        Website

Content editing, line editing, copy 
editing, proofreading, and book 
coaching for all fiction genres.
I’ve worked as a copywriter and 
editor in corporate settings for over 
10 years and have won numerous 
regional and national awards for 
my marketing content. In 2022, 
shortly after publishing my literary 
fiction novel, A Wonderful Place to 
Die, I started my own book editing 
business, Night Owl Fiction. I’m 
open to all fiction genres and do 
not shy away from heavy or difficult 
topics. Email me for more details 
on services and pricing. 

BOBBIE CHRISTMAS
Email    Website

Zebra Communications: Excellent 
editing for maximum marketability

Fiction: Mainstream, science 
fiction, paranormal, romance, 
action adventure, fantasy, 
suspense/thriller, mystery, young 
adult, biographical novel, historical 
fiction, and more. Nonfiction: 
Memoir, biography, autobiography, 

self-help, travelogue, essays, and 
more.

When you hire me, you hire a 
professional with more than 50 
years of experience. After 27 years 
of editing and writing newspapers, 
magazines, and corporate 
communications, I founded Zebra 
Communications in 1992 to 
specialize in editing fiction and 
nonfiction. You and your 
manuscript will be treated with 
kindness yet honesty. I’ve edited 
books for seven publishing houses, 
so I know what publishers and 
readers want. My services and 
pricing are listed on my website.

JACOB ENGELSMAN
Email address   Website

Specializing in short-form specula�ve 
fic�on of all genres (everything from 
high fantasy to spla�erpunk). Also 
interested in narra�ve non-fic�on and 
memoir, especially if you think it’s too 
weird.

I’ve been wri�ng for several years and 
decided to formalize my editorial 
services. I’m available for 

developmental and copyedi�ng. If you 
need another set of eyes on your 
collec�on of short stories or novella, 
I'm here to help (willing to discuss full-
length novels). 

KAY HUNT
Email

Available for proofreading: 
Adventure, women’s fiction, 
fantasy, historical fiction, and 
more. I have proofed several fiction 
manuscripts, including period 
fiction and fantasy. I have also 
proofed all the content in over 300 
service industry websites.

Since 2011, I have proofread over 
3,000 website pages and several 
book manuscripts. I have good 
communication skills, can meet 
deadlines, and efficiently work with 
personal style preferences. I also 
have over 20 years in print 
production and graphics, 
proofreading annual reports, 
business brochures and related 
materials, catalogs, and advertising 
copy.

JUDITH KOLBERG
Email        Website  404-226-1381

If you are an AWC member, offer editing services, and want to add your information to this directory, please send 
an email to AWC Executive Director George Weinstein  with the following information: Your name, Your email 
address, Your website (if available), The fiction genres and/or nonfiction topics you have experience editing, & a 
brief statement detailing your editing experience of 75 words or less.

mailto:nightowl1471@gmail.com
https://www.nightowlfiction.com
mailto:Bobbie@zebraeditor.com
https://www.zebraeditor.com/
https://www.zebraeditor.com/
mailto:jbengelsman@gmail.com
https://www.jacobengelsmanibclc.com/
mailto:kayhunt1@gmail.com
mailto:judith@judithkolberg.com
https://Judithkolberg.com
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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Nonfiction Genres:  lifestyle, 
health, business, personal growth, 
self-help, memoir, spiritual, 
inspiration, and narrative non-
fiction. 
I am an experienced developmental 
editor with fifteen years of 
experience bringing multiple 
authors to publication. I specialize 
in content editing which includes 
structure, clarity, interest, flow, 
segue, overall readability and other 
writing elements that make for a 
fantastic reader’s experience. 
Perfect for writers in need of a 
rigorous, honest, and 
compassionate first-reader or for 
authors at any level seeking a 
collaborative, effective editing 
process designed to fit their 
schedule and budget. Confidential 
ghost-writing services available. 

JANIE MILLS
Email       Website

Available for editing: query letters, 
science fiction, memoir, Southern 
fiction, YA fantasy, sports fiction, 
apocalyptic, detective/crime 
fiction, soft erotica

I have a master’s degree in English 
(Creative Writing) and have been a 
full-time editor for five years. I 
believe in understanding an 
author’s voice and putting in the 
work to get it right. I am blessed 
with my editing talent and am 
pleased to offer affordable, yet 
professional, editing services.

CHRIS NEGRON
Email       Website

Available for query letter consults, 
developmental editing

Author of the middle grade novels 
Dan Unmasked (July 2020) and The 
Last Super Chef (July 2021), both 
from HarperCollins, available for 
editing novels of all genres, but 
with a particular focus on middle 
grade and contemporary fiction for 
adults and teens as well. Novel 
editing price proposed after review 
of sample chapter(s). Single-page 
query letter feedback available for 
$50 / query.

JOE RENDACE
Email Website

Screenplays - All genres
SCREENPLAY REVIEWS: $99. Think 
your script is ready? It's probably 
not. Receive professional notes on 
your plot/structure/ characters/
dialogue. I have written over a half 
a dozen screenplays, published two 
novels and run two active podcasts. 
I also have spent time as a script 
reader for a NY movie production 
house. Please sign up on 
JoeRendace.com.

STEPHANIE SIEGEL
Email       Website

Final editing available for 
nonfiction (especially health for 
general audiences). 

I read literature and am trying to 
write it. But most of my career was 
spent writing newspaper articles 
(12 years) or editing them (12 
years). My eagle eye for details 
such as unanswered questions, 
unsupported statements, and 
inconsistencies made me a valued 
copy editor at CNN.com, The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 
WebMD, and the CDC.

ERIC SCARANTINO
Email

Genre Fiction, Developmental 
Editing  Line Editing, Proofreading, 
Query Letters, Synopses and 
Outlines. 
All genres welcome.

Professional editor with over a year 
of experience. I studied English 
locally at UWG and interned as a 
staff editor for LURe, an academic 
publisher, and have provided my 
editing services and educational 
content to the Carrollton Writer's 
Guild for over three years. My 
current clients are primarily Adult 
Fantasy and Middle Grade writers. 
If interested, send me a sample of 
1,000 words and I'll edit them for 
free along with a quote.

MARIANN STEFANELLI
The Writer’s High, LLC: Take your 
writing to a higher level with 
experienced, professional editing.
Email       Website

Specialty areas: memoir and 
narrative nonfiction; mystery, 
thriller, romance, fantasy, women’s 
fiction, and commercial fiction; 
book proposals and query letters.

A former public relations 
professional, I’ve specialized in 
developmental and line editing 
since 2014. Editorial assessments 
honor your voice and vision; all 
communication is shared in a 
respectful, encouraging manner. 
I’m a coordinator for the Georgia 
chapter, Editorial Freelancers 
Association, and founded the 
Writer’s High Retreat, an inspiring 
weekend retreat featuring literary 

mailto:alliancebookediting@gmail.com
https://www.alliancebookediting.com/
mailto:chris@chrisnegron.com
https://chrisnegron.com/
mailto:Jrendace@hotmail.com
https://www.JoeRendace.com
mailto:siegel@consultant.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/eagleeyesiegel
mailto:EricScarantino@gmail.com
mailto:mariann@thewritershigh.com
https://www.thewritershigh.com
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luminaries such as Winston Groom, 
Cassandra King, and Patti Callahan 
Henry. Read more about me and 
my services HERE.

DAVE SWAN
Email       Linkedin

Nonfiction topics: Politics, defense, 
foreign affairs, crime and legal 
issues, education, taxes, music, 
film, humor, relationships, and 
writing about writing.

I’m an experienced copy editor for 
fic�on and non-fic�on. I can guide you 

through the thicket of your first dra� 
or proofread the final version before it 
goes off to the publisher. One of my 
special�es is pu�ng complicated 
subject ma�er into plain, powerful 
language, always in your voice and 
never in AI. My rates are reasonable 
and flexible.

A.E. WILLIAMS
Email        Website

A.E. Williams Editorial edits a variety of 
fic�on and nonfic�on genres.

Experience: We perform copy, devel-
opmental, and line edi�ng, among 

other services, for indie authors and 
publishing houses (including a Big 5 
publisher). If interested in working 
with us, please email us or submit your 
sample on the services page on our 
website.

We’re happy to offer sample edits at a 
discounted rate upon request. AWC 
members receive a 10% discount on 
invoices larger than $1,400.

KEEP COOL THIS SUM
M

ER
W

ITH
AW

C
AND

SHOW
IT!

CUPS, CAPS, HOODIES, 
SHIRTS, and more items with 
AWC logos are now available for 
sale on CafePress.com. All 
purchases help us add more in-
person and online content and 
offer even more through our 
conferences.

Start shopping here: LINK

Get on the CafePress mailing list to receive free 
shipping deals and coupons worth up to 40% off.

https://thewritershigh.com.
mailto:davesedits2@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dsswan/
mailto:ae@crazednovelist.com
mailto:info@crazednovelist.com
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
mailto:info@crazednovelist.com?subject=AWC%20Member%20-%20Editing%20Services
http://www.crazednovelist.com/services
https://www.cafepress.com/shop/AWC


Atlanta Writers Club 26

1. Take a picture of where you write. Don't 

clean it up, show us the natural 

environment where you make the magic. 

You can be in the shot, or not.

2. Send the picture to awc.member.

services@gmail.com with "My Creative 

Space" in the subject line.

3. Keep watching the Atlanta Writers Club 

Facebook page and Instagram page and 

when you are featured, share it with the 

world.

Free Online Promotion

PHOTOGRAPH YOU WORKPLACE

FREE INTERNET PROMOTION FOR AWC MEMBERS

The Atlanta Writers Club website offers Free Promotion. We're 
now featuring a page where AWC members can promote their 
latest publication: SEE IT HERE

Current Atlanta Writers Club members are invited to add/update 
their listing: please email your head-shot, book (or other 
publication) cover, and website URL to AWC Executive Director
George Weinstein.

mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com
mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com
https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-success/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-success/
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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Online #1 OPEN
Fiction & narrative non-

fiction. Meets on 2nd & 4th

Wednesday of the month via 
Zoom, 2pm.  Contact: 
Kelley Cody-Grimm 

Online #2 WAIT LIST
Fiction only. Ongoing. Please 
submit 100 pages for vetting. 

Contact: Linh Pham 

Online #3 WAIT LIST
Speculative fiction for 

complete ms or short stories. 
Meets every 2nd & 4th wed., 

8-10pm. Contact: 
Xander Jon Dĳk

Online #4 OPEN
Memoir & Fiction. Meets 
2nd Wednesday and last 

Sunday of every month at 
7pm with pre-share 

excerpts of ~5K words. 
Contact: Alex Reinshagen

Online #5 WAIT LIST
Short Stories Every 2nd 

Thursday  at 1pm. 
Contact: Nathan Huebner

Online #6 WAIT LIST
Young Adult & Middle Grade 

Fiction Work. Contact:  
Brad Scott

Online #7 WAIT LIST
Screenwriting (email for 
details) 1st & 3rd Friday of 
every month at 7pm via 

ZOOM. Contact: Liz Irland

Online #8 OPEN
All genres. Writing group with 
preselected prompts, writing 

time, sharing time, & brief 
critiques. First Thursday of 
month at 7pm and the last 
Sunday of month at 2pm.
Contact Malaika Simmons

Online #9 WAIT LIST
Romance 1st and 3rd

Tuesdays, 7-8pm using 
Google Meets. Contact: 

Olga Jackson

Online #10 WAIT LIST
We study books about the 

craft of writing together. Each 
member is expected to: 1) 

read the portion of the book 
assigned each week and 2) 

Come prepared with 
whatever exercise we agree 

to each week. We meet 
every Tuesday from 9 to 

11am. Contact: 
Malaika Simmons

Online #12 WAIT LIST
Writer’s support group - 
psychology of writing, 

rejection, etc. Meets 1st & 3rd

Wednesdays @ 7pm. 
Contact: Matt Johnson

Online #13 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi, Fantasy, & Horror. 

Meeting online every other 
Tues @ 7pm. Contact:

Nancy Fletcher

ON-LINE groups first, IN-PERSON groups second

GREEN GROUPS ARE OPEN, RED GROUPS ARE FULL

Membership in the Atlanta Writers Club entitles 
members to participate in or start their own 
AWC-sponsored writing and critique groups, 

where you and your colleagues can help each other 
improve your writing craft. 
Below is the current list of active AWC writing/critique 
groups. If you have any questions about any of these 
groups, or if you would like to start your own group, 
please contact Officer Emeritus George Weinstein.

mailto:kelleycodygrimm@gmail.com
mailto:info@linhphambooks.com
mailto:xanderjondijk@gmail.com
mailto:author@AlexReinshagem.com
mailto:nlhuebner@gmail.com
mailto:woodsgal@hotmail.com
mailto:llzireland@gmail.com
mailto:malaika.r.simmons@gmail.com
mailto:olga.jackson.author@gmail.com
mailto:mstaten4@gmail.com
mailto:mwjohnson19@gmail.com
mailto:ncfletcher50@gmail.com
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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Online #14 WAIT LIST
Adult Fiction Online, every 
other Thursday, 7-9 pm. 

Contact: Susanne Fincher

Online #15 WAIT LIST
Fiction 1st Saturday of each 
month at 9:30am. Contact: 

Perry Powell

Online #16 OPEN
All genres Meetings are 

virtual via Zoom every other 
Monday at 5pm. Members 

exchange drafts twice 
monthly for critiquing. 

Contact: Jeremy Logan

Online #17 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi and Fantasy Online 

using Google Meet, 2nd and 
4th Tuesday each month at 
7pm. Contact: Abigail Biles

O����� #18 WAIT LIST
Fantasy and Science Fiction
Meetings are on Sunday, 9-
11 a.m. every other week, 
with work sent to Nathaniel 

ahead of time. Contact: 
Nathaniel Chaney 

Online #19 OPEN
Memoir. Meets on 2nd & 4th

Thursdays at 7pm. Contact:  
Chetan Sanker

Online #20 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual 
meetings are every other 

Tuesday, 7-8 pm. Contact: 
Daniel Cozart

Online #21 WAIT LIST 
Poetry group for six experi-

enced poets, published/
seeking publication. Meets 
weekly via Zoom on Tues-
days from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 

p.m. Poems to be shared on 
Google Drive & reviewed be-
fore each session. Send 3 po-

ems to Rick Rohdenburg

Online #22 WAIT LIST
Science fiction and fantasy. 
Meets every other Thursday 

evening 7:39-8:30 pm. 
Contact: Mary Vallo

Online #23 WAIT LIST
Study/Critique Group open to 

all levels of writers and all 
genres. The Storywrighters 
group meets online every 

other Thursday at 5 PM ET 
to explore well-regarded writ-
ing craft books and support 

each other as we apply what 
we learn to our work. Our 
current study is The Emo-

tional Craft of Fiction: How to 
Write the Story Beneath the 
Surface by Donald Maass. 

Contact: Mary Thornton

Online #24 OPEN
Self-publishing authors - all 
genres. Writing group fo-

cused on learning business 
side of publishing (no cri-

tiques). Meets virtually on 1st

& 3rd Wednesday of each 
month from 12pm to 12:45. 

Contact: J.M. Tompkins

Online #25 OPEN
Picture book authors & au-
thor/illustrators interested in 
crafting stories. Virtual meet-
ings on Google Meet, 1st & 

3rd Thursdays at 7-9pm. Con-
tact: Kelley Likes.

Online #26 OPEN
Fantasy and Romantasy. 

Meets virtually every Thurs. 
at 7pm. Contact: 
Jesslyn Parrish

Online #27 OPEN
Horror and thriller, novellas, 
short stories. Meets on 2nd & 
4th Thursdats 6-8pm. Con-

tact: Sean Stapleton

Online #28 WAIT LIST
Meets virtually on the first & 
third Tuesday of each month 

at 7pm. Contact: 
Laura Kelly Robb

Online #29 OPEN
Nonfiction: Business/Leader-
ship, Self-Help, Inspirational, 
Mind/Body/New Age, History. 
Meets on 2nd and 4th Thurs-

day, 6:30pm. Contact: 
Heather Pitts Watson

Online #30 OPEN
Middle Grade and Younge 
Adult Fantasy. Meetis vir-
tually on the last Friday of 
each month at 12pm. Con-
tact Ann Dunn Wessberg

mailto:sfincher@mindspring.COM
mailto:perryleepowell@comcast.net
mailto:jeremylogan.author@gmail.com
mailto:abigailbiles@gmail.com
mailto:chaneywrites@gmail.com
mailto:chetanssankar@gmail.com
mailto:danielbrcozart@gmail.com
mailto:Rohdenburgs@gmail.com
mailto:mev8487@gmail.com
mailto:thorntma@gmail.com
mailto:jmtompkins@creativityuntamed.com
mailto:kelleymlikes@live.com
mailto:jesslynparrish@gmail.com
mailto:sean.stapleton2@gmail.com
mailto:lkellyrobb46@gmail.com
mailto:hwatson434@icloud.com
mailto:AWessberg@fredlaw.com
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Online #31 OPEN
For aspiring blog writers and 
journalist who blog. Meets 

via Zoom every other 
Wednesday at 7pm. Please 
submit two writing samples 
to be considered. Contact: 

Semira Grevioux

Online #32 OPEN
Fantasy, Science Fiction, 

and Horror (Adult). Meets on 
Zoom on 2nd and 4th

Thursdays at 7:30 pm. 
Contact: Chris Porter

Acworth OPEN
Fantasy and magical real-
ism. Meets on 1st Friday of 

the month @ 7pm and the 3rd

Monday of the month at 
10am. Location TBD. Con-

tact: Nicole Escobar

Atlanta/Buckhead OPEN
Magical realism, horror, and 

literary fiction. Meets at 
leader’s home on second 
Thursday of each month 
from 6:30 - 8pm. Contact: 

Gale Huxley

Atlanta Northside OPEN
SciFi but open to other types 
of speculative fiction. Meet-
ings every second Saturday 
of the month at the Fellini’s 

Pizza in Buckhead @ 11 AM. 
Contact: Joe Lamb

Atlanta/South Brookhaven 
WAIT LIST(L������ �� 10)

Literary fiction. Meets in 
person at pre-selected 

location, 6-9pm every other 
Tues. We’ll discuss 

preshared excerpts and pre-
meeting critiques. (L������ �� 10)
C������: Jim Trueblood

Atlanta/Southside 
WAIT LIST

Young adult & Middle Grade 
Fiction. Meets Mondays or 

Tuesdays @ 6:30pm. 
Contact Jessica Harlan

Chamblee OPEN
Poetry group for those who 
want to publish and write 1 
poem/week. Meet at Dekalb 
Co. Public Library-Chamblee 
every other Tuesday from 6-

8pm. Contact: 
Olivia Mckenzie

Chattanooga, TN OPEN
All fiction genres, with focus 
on mystery, romance, and 
historical fiction. Meets on 
the first Saturday of every 

month at 11am at The Book 
and Cover bookshop 

(first meeting on 
September 6th, 2025). 
Contact: Rachel Gates

Decatur OPEN
Contemporary fiction, literary 

fiction, Southern fiction, 
historical fiction, and memoir. 

Meets on the 2nd & 4th

Wednesdays from 6-8pm at 
the Toco Hills-Avis G. 
Williams Library (1282 

McConnell Dr.) Contact: 
Billie Mears

Decatur OPEN
Poetry - Meets on Sundays 
at 1pm at Dancing Goats. 

Contact: Ella Corder

Dunwoody OPEN
Memoir and Narrative 

nonfiction. Discuss 
publishing paths, marketing 
plans, & network growth. In-
person meetings on the third 

Saturday of each month 
before the AWC meetings, 

starting at 12:00 p.m.
Contact: May Spangler 

D’woody/Sandy Springs #1 
OPEN

Advanced Writers in Thriller/
Mystery/Suspense Meet on 
the Meeting on 2nd and 4th

Thursday each month at 
7pm. Must have completed 

MS. To apply, send Bill a 
short bio & first chapter. Bill 

Robbins

D’woody/Sandy Springs #2 
WAIT LIST

Speculative fiction (novels 
and short stories). Meets 
every other Wednesday, 

6:30pm. Usually at  a 
restaurant. Contact: 

Calvin Clark 

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction-All Genres. Thursday 
evening, once a month, 6-8 
p.m. In a restaurant/coffee 

shop. Contact: 
Emilee McWilliams

Lilburn WAIT LIST
All Genres. Meets on 3rd

Thursday of each  month at 
Mountain Park Library, 1210 

IN-PERSON

mailto:semiragreviouxwrites@gmail.com
mailto:cporterwrites@gmail.com
mailto:nicolejamesescobar@gmail.com
mailto:galehuxley@gmail.com
mailto:galehuxley@gmail.com
mailto:vines62@gmail.com
mailto:jim.trueblood@mailcan.com
mailto:jessica.harlan@gmail.com
mailto:olivia.mckenzie3@gmail.com
mailto:thefauxfrenchgirl@gmail.com
mailto:billiemears@icloud.com
mailto:ella.corder2583@gmail.com
mailto:mayspangler24@gmail.com
mailto:brobbins@robbinslaw.com
mailto:brobbins@robbinslaw.com
mailto:calvinclark@yahoo.com
mailto:emileemcwilliams@gmail.com
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Pounds Rd., Lilburn, GA 
30047 @ 6:30pm. Contact: 

Laura Sellers

Hall County OPEN
Literary/Upmaret Fiction. 

Meets at member’s home in 
Flowery Brranch on 2nd 
Saturday each month at 

9:30am. Contact: 
Cait Petterson

Marietta 1 WAIT LIST
All genres. Meets at 

member’s house 1st & 3rd 
Tues. 6:30-8:00pm. Contact:  

Linda Sullivan

Marietta 2 OPEN
All genres and experience 

levels. 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, 6-7 p.m. at Switzer 

Library. Meet other creatives, 
brainstorm ideas, work on 
writing prompts, and learn 
about the craft. Contact: 

Anna Frantz
or (770) 528-2366

Marietta/East Cobb #2 
OPEN

All genres.2nd Thursday of 
every month at 2:00PM in 

the East Cobb Library 
community room (4880 

Lower Roswell Rd.) Contact: 
Margaret Richlin

McDonough OPEN
Fiction only. Meets 2nd & 4th

Saturdays each month at 
10am at McDonough Public 
Library. Contact: Biron Ross

North Druid Hills/Briarcliff/
Toco Hills OPEN

All Genres. Meets every 
other week on Thursdays at 
6pm. Contact: Rachel Beard

Jackson OPEN
All genres. Meets every 
Saturday at 11am at The 

Brickery restaurant. Contact: 
Michael McLarnon

Roswell WAIT LIST
All genres. Every Tuesday 6-

8pm at Scooters in West 
Roswell. Contact: 
George Weinstein

Sandy Springs WAIT LIST
Fiction & N/F (Please 

indicate what you are writing, 
any published work, and 
expectations.) Saturdays 
except when AWC meets, 
2:00-4:00 PM in member's 

home or virtual.  Contact: 
Jerry Weiner.

Smyrna OPEN
Fantasy, Romantasy, 

Romance (all sub-genres), 
Magical Realism. Meets at 

Smyrna Coffee (2264 Atlanta 
Rd SE, Suite 103) weekly on 

Saturday 12pm - 3pm. 
Submit sample of 1000-2000 

words to be considered. 
Contact Roshuma Florence

mailto:lsellers1942@gmail.com
mailto:caito89@gmail.com
mailto:lindasullivan3@gmail.com
mailto:frantza@cobbcat.org
mailto:Margaret.Richlin@cobbcounty.org
mailto:bdross92@hotmail.com
mailto:rachmbeard@gmail.com
mailto:doctormclarnon@gmail.com
mailto:gjweinstein@yahoo.com
mailto:jerry@jerryweiner.com
mailto:roshumaf@gmail.com
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Membership Information

• You will receive an e-mail from the system 

(showing Executive Director George 

Weinstein’s (e-mail address ) one month 

before your membership expiration date. 

• If you haven't renewed within a week, you 

will receive another e-mail every seven days, 

with a final e-mail one week from expiration. 

• If the expiration date for your membership 

passes without renewal, the system will mark 

your membership as expired. 

• It is a good e-mail practice to check your 

spam/junk folder to see if any legitimate e-

mail has been misfiled there, possibly 

including the email you'll receive from  

George prior to the expiration of your 

membership.

The AWC has an automated system for tracking 

memberships and alerting members when it's 

time to renew. 

Without your continued support of the Atlanta 

Writers Club we would not be able to bring fabu-

lous speakers to our meetings nor provide gener-

ous cash awards for our annual writing contest.

I� ��� ��� ��������� � ������… M��������� B�������…

• Monthly Meetings.

• Periodic Workshops. 

• Twice-Yearly Atlanta Writers Conference. 

• Annual Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference.

• Critique Groups. 

• Writing Contest With Cash Prizes And Publication.  

• Opportunities To Sell Your Books. 

• Free Tickets To Author Events. 

• Free Monthly Newsletter

• Free Book Promotions

mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
https://www.atlantawritersclub.org/membership.html.
mailto:george@atlantawritingclub.org
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Membership Form
New Membership

Renewal

Name

Email Address Phone

Street Address

City, State, ZIP

AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES

One-Year Membership 60.00$      $

One-Year Student 10.00$      $

Five-Year Membership 250.00$    $

Lifetime Membership 499.00$    $

FAMILY MEMBERS (Enter names below) Number of

Family Members - One Year 30.00$      $

Family Members - One-Year Student 10.00$      $

Family Members - Five Year 125.00$    $

Family Members - Lifetime 250.00$    $

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

AWC General Fund $

AWC Scholarship Fund $

TOTAL Make checks payable to Atlanta Writers Club $

Mail your check and this form to: Atlanta Writers Club

c/o Jerry Weiner, Treasurer

8080 Jett Ferry Road

Atlanta, GA 30350

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Yes! I would like to become an AWC Volunteer

Monthly Meetings Conferences Other

Family Members

Name

Email Address Phone

Name

Email Address Phone

Membership Form

Book Festivals


