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AWC Officers

June 21 - AWC Monthly Meeting & Mixer In-Person at Lilburn
Public Library for Members and First-Time Guests,

1:00-5:00 pm Eastern

Speaker #1 - Susan Stockdale: Adventures in Writing for

Little Readers

Speaker #2 - Gerry Wilson: TBD

She cites 19th-century Russia as a major influence, shaping the world-building
and atmosphere of her books. She also draws from folklore, history, and mythol-
ogy, blending them into her unique fantasy settings.

Beyond historical influences, she says that her personal experiences, including
struggles with self-doubt and perseverance, have shaped her approach to story-
telling. She emphasizes that writing is not just about initial inspiration but about
staying in love with the process, even when it becomes difficult. She also believes
that the best stories ask questions and continue to challenge both the writer and

the reader.
Who is she?

You'll find the author’s name hidden in plain sight—two places—in this newsletter.
Neither the author on the cover nor their books are used as an endorsement by the
AWC, its officers, or its members.

Gene Bowen, eQuill Publisher

PRESIDENT: Ron Aiken OPERATIONS VP: TREASURER:

Jill Evans Mike Brown Kim Conrey Jerry Weiner

EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE MARKETING VP: HISTORIAN/BY-

DIRECTOR: DIRECTOR: Patrick Scullin LAWS:

George Weinstein George Weinstein George Weinstein
CONTESTS VP:

OFFICERS MEMBERSHIP VP: Kathy Nichols EQUILL PUBLISHER:

EMERITUS: Yvonne Green Gene Bowen

Valerie Connors TOWNSEND PRIZE

George Weinstein PROGRAMS VP: READING

Clay Ramsey Alexis Robinson Committee Director:

Marty Aftewicz Clay Ramsey
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A Message from the President

How are you

~feeling about
Gl Al?

AWC President Jill Evans is a
computer nerd by trade, website
designer, photographer and
writer. Her work in progress is a
novel that combines her love of
art, intrigue and history. You can
follow her on Instagram at
@jillevanswriter and find out
more at website.

Atlanta Writers Club

Running, Not Hiding

There's an old saying, “never memorize something you can
easily look up.” This expression has been around long before
the current wave of interest in artificial intelligence (Al). |
suppose the Al version would be, “never memorize or look up
what you can easily and instantly have a computer do for
you.”

How are you feeling about AI?

| have mixed feelings. | come from a software engineering
background and have used algorithmic design and systems
learning since the 1990s. Blame me and my cohorts for airline
ticket prices changing constantly. Your cost is based on time
of year/day/week, price sensitivity, sales, no show rates, and
lots of other factors that are continuously fed into a
forecasting and optimization program. Ditto for your hotel
rooms and rental cars.

I've personally used a little Al program called Literature Map
since 2005. This gem asks users what authors they like and
then learns how similar they are to one another. Like
Margaret Atwood? Enter her name and watch the magic
happen. | love it for finding a next-read author or researching
comps for my writing based on one selection.

Now, generative Al, that's another story. As a hardcore
researcher, | steer clear of ChatGPT and others. I'm a huntress
for primary sources.

The recent kerfuffle with The Chicago Sun Times publishing an
Al generated summer reading list, where over half the books
by famous authors were made up, only serves to caution us.
We humans are the source of knowledge and creativity. Don't
squander that privilege or responsibility.

As Love Hudson said in her fantastic May 17 presentation to
the club, "Al's not going away.”

I’'m not running away from Al, but running alongside it with

due diligence, using systems intentionally and proceeding

with care. How about you? :

4
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Natasha Trethewey

Prize for Poetry

Winner - Danielle
Thorne

“"Angry Young Men”
Runner-Up -

Lulu Johnson
"Cleaning Out the
Closet”

Runner-Up -
Uddipana Goswami
"Kissing Behind the
Azalea Bush”

Atlanta Writers Club

Rick Bragg
Prize for
Nonfiction

Winner -
Megan
Ratcliff
*Coming
Home"”

Runner Up -
Ron Martz
“*Missing
Inaction”

Runner Up -
Donna
Boland
“Leaving
Normal”

2025 Atlanta Writero Club Annual Writing
Contest Awardo>

Terry Kay

Prize for Fiction

Winner - Gary
Zaccaria

"The Burnt
Orange Dog”

Runner Up -

Madison Steele

“Belcomb”

Runner Up -
Terri Leonard
“The Patron
Saint of

Tetherball”



AWC May Event Photos

May 2-3, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference (photos by Patrick Scullin)

Access all the conference photos here: LINK

May 17, 2025 AWC Meeting (photos by Phil Fasone)

Access all the meeting photos here: LINK

Atlanta Writers Club 6
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. for AWC Memb d
June 21 AWC Meeting Agenda  First-Time Guests

Alternate
Location

Atlanta Writers Club

June 21st Atlanta Writers Club Meeting for AWC Members and First-Time
Visitors

June 21, 12:45 p.m.-4:15 p.m. at the Lilburn Library meeting room, 4817
Church St NW, Lilburn, GA 30047, due to GSU-Dunwoody campus closure until
August reopening.

This meeting may be recorded; if so, the recording link will be shared via email
the following month.

No RSVP needed.

12:45-1:30 p.m. Nosh and Networking Mixer for members and first-time visitors
in the meeting

. Please arrive for our meeting as early as 12:45 so you can check in, and
then join everyone for a meet and greet opportunity to build your network and
make new friends.

1:30-1:45 p.m. AWC announcements and upcoming events with AWC President
Jill Evans

1:45 p.m.-2:45 p.m. Speaker #1 - Susan Stockdale: Adventures in Writing for
Little Readers

Susan Stockdale is the author and illustrator of 11 picture books that illuminate
fascinating themes in nature. Her books, such as Stripes of All Types and Bring On
the Birds, have earned top honors from the American Library Association, the
National Council of Teachers of English and the National Science Teachers
Association. Susan’s vibrant illustrations and engaging text win praise. The
Washington Post wrote, "If the paintings are the feast, Stockdale's words are the
dessert." Her 2025 book is Don’t Eat the Cleaners! Learn more at WEBSITE

“Adventures in Writing for Little Readers”

In "Adventures in Writing for Little Readers," author-illustrator Susan Stockdale
takes you behind the scenes of her vibrant picture books that bring the natural
world to life. She shares her creative process, from crafting expository text and
rhyming verses to collaborating with scientists for factual accuracy. Susan
highlights how rhythmic rhyme enhances language skills, helping children
predict words and recognize patterns. With a focus on dynamic verbs, vivid
synonyms and sparkly alliteration, she demonstrates how she invites children to
delight in the richness of language.

2:45-3:00 p.m. Book signing with Susan Stockdale

3:00 p.M.-4:00 p.m. Speaker #2 - Gerry Wilson: TBD

A seventh-generation Mississippian and a child of the hill country she writes
about in That Pinson Girl, Gerry Wilson came of age during the turbulent civil
rights era. Her story collection, Crosscurrents and Other Stories, was nominated
for the Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters Fiction Award. Gerry is a recipient
of a Mississippi Arts Commission Literary Arts Fellowship. Her stories have
appeared in numerous journals. That Pinson Girl is her first novel.

4:00-5:00 p.m. Book signing with Gerry Wilson g


https://susanstockdale.com.

November 8, 2025 AWC Marketing Workshop

Develop Your Marketing
Plan: Even if You're Still

Book

GSU-Dunwoody Auditorium | 12:30-4:00 p.m.
Don't Just Learn about Book Marketing: Develop Your Own Marketing Plan

Authors and AWC Officers Kim Conrey and George Weinstein have more than two
decades of combined experience marketing and selling their fiction and nonfiction
books. They want to help you to create your own marketing plan to give your book
sales a jump-start or, if you're still working on your first book, getting ahead of the
game so you can build your platform.

Rather than just providing you with hours of lecture on various aspects of online
marketing and in-person sales, Kim and George will guide you through the creation
of your own plan with a template you'll complete as the workshop progresses. By
the end, you'll have a path-forward for everything from platform building with
newsletter and social media, to online advertising to writing a script for contacting
bookstores and conducting your signings to maximize sales, and you can set in
motion, as early as possible, the processes that will give you greater access to
opportunities important to the success of your books.

Kim and George will cover the following topics during their 3.5-hour workshop:

- Why email newsletters are more effective than social media posts.

- How to grow an actively engaged mailing list.

- How to make the best use of your website.

- Bookbub, BookFunnel, and numerous other free marketing tools at your
disposal.

- Tips about using Amazon and Facebook ads.

- Making the perfect pitch to get signings at bookstores and speaking gigs at
book festivals.

- Conducting yourself at book signings and public speaking events.

The cost is $75 for AWC members and $135 for nonmembers and those needing to
renew before November 8 (this additional fee provides 365 days of AWC
membership).

For speaker bios and registration, click here: LINK

Atlanta Writers Club
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September 25-27, 2025 AWNC-GWM-SSIW Writing Retreat

Atlanta Writers Club - Georgia Writers Museum - St. Simons
Island Writers
Writing Retreat on St. Simons Island

September 25-27, 2025

Relax...Recharge...and Write!

The Atlanta Writers Club, Georgia Writers Museum, and St. Simons
Island Writers present a writing retreat designed to help you relax,
recharge, and write!

Unlike many such events that are so intent on offering value that
they overwhelm participants with activities, leaving no time for
creative output, the AWC-GWM-SSIW retreat is designed to give
you ample networking and learning opportunities while also
providing long stretches where you can further develop your work-
in-process, get inspired to start something new, or just rest and
rediscover your muse.

St. Simons Island, Georgia, is the perfect place to do this. Write
with innumerable island views to delight you or explore its icon
lighthouse and pier, long shorelines, plentiful dining and shopping,
miles of bike paths, and nature trails galore while you contemplate
your next chapter.

Schedule of Activities at the Coastal Georgia Historical Society AW
Jones Heritage Center (610 Beachview Dr., St. Simons Island, GA)
- Thursday, September 25, 3:30 pm -6:00 pm: Welcome
reception featuring networking activities and hors
d'oeuvres
- Friday, September 26, 8:00 am-10:30 am: Kaia Alderson
keynote talk on "Walking the Roads My Forefathers (and
Foremothers!) Walked (Or How | Play in the Archives for
Literary Inspiration)," with breakfast and coffee service
- Friday, September 26, 3:30 pm -6:00 pm: Dr. Harrison
Scott Key keynote talk on "This Really Happened: On
Writing True Stories"
- Saturday, September 27, 8:00 am-10:30 am: Denny Bryce
keynote talk on "Creating Impactful Scenes Using Short
Story Techniques," with breakfast and coffee service
- Saturday, September 27, 3:30 pm -6:00 pm: AWC & SSIW
writers panel on "Approaches to Finding Good Critiques,"
plus open mic for participants
- Optional activities include a silent write-in on Friday and
on Saturday at the St. Simons Island Public Library to
encourage writing productivity and group lunches and
dinners
Registration is $350 and includes all the activities and meals above.
For registration, recommended lodging options, speaker profiles,
and more, click here: LINK

Atlanta Writers Club 9
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October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference

Register Early, Register Now

Our 33rd Atlanta Writers Conference will be held in-person (with an option
to participate virtually for agent/publisher/author coach meetings) at the
Westin Atlanta Airport Hotel on October 24-25, 2025.

Whether you are...

In search of an agent or a publisher
Working on a manuscript and in need of feedback
Seeking to learn more about the writing craft and/or publishing
business
e Building your network of industry professionals and writing colleagues

...this is your opportunity to take the next big step toward your writing

goals. . S T E,p

Location: O
WESTIN ATLANTA AIRPORT HOTEL 0’?

4736 Best Road, Atlanta, GA 30337
7

Want to get published?  “<10°®

The October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference offers you meetings
with literary agents, publishing acquisitions editors, and an author coach—with
an option to participate virtually if you are unable to travel to Atlanta—along
with a host of other in-person activities:

e Access to 18 acquisitions editors and literary agents seeking every major
fiction genre and nonfiction topic, as well as graphic novels, picture
books, short story collections, and novellas.

o Critiques of manuscript samples by the editors and agents, with work
submitted a month in advance.

e Pitches to editors and agents with query letters you will bring for their
review.

e Query letter critique by a pair of editors/agents to improve your pitch (at
past conferences, nearly 50% of Best Pitch awards by agents and
publishers went to those who participated in the Query Letter Critique).

o Author coaching from your choice of bestselling authors of fiction and
nonfiction/memoir, who will answer your top 5 burning questions about
the craft and business of writing and the writer’s life.

e Pre-conference edit of your manuscript submission via email months
before the conference by a freelance editor of your choice (at past
conferences, nearly 50% of all awards—for Best Manuscript Sample and
Best Pitch—went to writers who participated in the Pre-Conference Edit).

o Two-hour workshop with Wall Street Journal and USA Today bestselling
author and artificial intelligence expert Jeff Lakusta titled “Al &
Publishing: What You Need to Know” and two free bonus talks by Jeff
beforehand.

e A publisher Q&A panel with all participating acquisitions editors and a

Atlanta Writers Club 10
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separate Q&A panel with all participating literary agents to address your questions about the business of
writing.

e Free bonus educational talks by critically acclaimed authors Stacia Pelletier and Milton Davis.

o Friday-night mixer with musical entertainment by pianist/singer and AWC member Mike Shaw and his
accompanist.

¢ Award ceremony, where each of the agents and editors will select participants for Best Manuscript Sample
and Best Pitches, with certificates to be given to the awardees—or sent after the conference for those not in
attendance.

e And our book fair offers opportunities to participants who want to sign and sell their traditionally and self-
published books on Friday, May 2.

More than 60 of our members have signed with agents or editors they met at our Conferences, and a number of
those have scored major book deals (and one, so far, has hit the bigtime with a movie and TV deal). You could
be next!

We’re now accepting registrations. As past Conference participants will tell you, the spots fill up fast, so
don’t delay!

The Atlanta Writers Conference is presented exclusively for members of the Atlanta Writers Club. If you are not
a current member through October 25, 2025, you can join/renew as part of your Conference registration—you
do not need to do this as a two-step process.

To read all the details for the October 24-25, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference, start here: LINK

T
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2025 Quarterly Webinar Series for AWC Members

In 2025, we are offering two separate
quarterly webinar series to AWC
members. Each series is $50 and will
grant you live online access via Zoom on
the date of each quarterly webinar as
well as a link to the recording for each
one, in case you're unable to attend the
live presentation or want to watch it again. Each
recording will be retained online, so if you register after
one or more of the webinars are held, you will still be
able to view the ones you missed. You will also receive
any handout(s) created for each webinar in the series.

The $50 cost for each series will help to pay for the
speaker's honorarium as well as contribute to the
Atlanta Writers Club's reserve for scholarships, support
of literary activities, and our building fund.

If you are not yet an Atlanta Writers Club member but
want to register for one or both webinar series, you will
have the option to add AWC membership to your total.
You will then also be able to attend our monthly in-
person meetings at no charge, participate in our critique
groups, enter our contests, and register for periodic
standalone online workshops offered free to members.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITHT.D. STORM

T.D. STORM is an award-winning writer and teacher
whose work has appeared in a number of journals and
anthologies, including Black Warrior Review, Copper
Nickel, Jellyfish Review, and Literary Hub. His passion for
storytelling and its inner workings informs his teaching,
editing, and mentoring. He runs an online writing school
which offers articles and courses geared toward helping
writers hone their craft of engaging and moving stories.

July 9, 2025 at 7PM Eastern

Turning Points: The Engine of Scenes

JohnYorke says that every scene includes a turning point
because that's why scenes exist. Turning points can be a
little elusive to spot, however. We'll dig into identifying

Atlanta Writers Club

turning points and examine how they function within a
scene so that we can understand why they are
absolutely essential. If you have scenes that feel a little
boring or slow, it may be that your turning points are to
blame.

October 8, 2025 at 7PM Eastern

Backstory: To Be or Not to Be

Some seem to decry backstory as an anchor that drags
on the present-time story; others say backstory is
absolutely essential. We'll explore the debate and then
examine what methods you can use to incorporate
backstory seamlessly. We'll also discuss how much
backstory to use and what purposes backstory really
serves.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH

MICHAEL LA RONN

Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 7PM Eastern

Leveling Up Your Author Mindset

Have you ever wondered how authors continue their
careers after long periods of time?

The secret is mindset. With the right mindset, anything
in the author life is possible. And the right mindset is not
always about selling more books as quickly as possible.

In this webinar, prolific author Michael La Ronn will share
secrets he's learned over the last 15 years as a self-
published author to avoid burnout, flourish with his best
life, and keep things focused. He did that while working
full-time in the insurance industry, raising a family, and
even attending law school classes in the event.

You'll learn:
* The three most important areas of your life to focus on

* Learn how to be yourself online and attract readers
and friends

12
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continued from previous page

*The #1 secret to having a long and fulfilling writing
career

* The surprising difference between failure and
opportunity, and why it isn't what you think

Level up your mindset and achieve new levels of your
career that you didn't think possible. Whether it be
writing, business, or marketing, this webinar will give
you critical tips to last the rest of your writing life.

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 at 7PM Eastern

The Pocket Guide to Pantsing

Pantsers: do you want to ditch outlining forever but
don't know how?

Maybe you've tried to write by the seat of your pants,
but you got lost in the weeds. Or, you just need some
structure.

Writing a novel without an outline is like solving a
complex puzzle—daunting, but not impossible. Master
this technique and you'll write stories that you never
dreamed of--and readers will pay you for it.

In this practical, no BS webinar, prolific Michael La Ronn
will talk about the pantsing process he's followed to
write over 20 novels without an outline.

You'll discover:

* A tried-and-true structure for writing your book
without an outline

* How to win the war against self-doubt

* What to do when you get stuck, and exactly what to
write next

* How to edit your novel as you go and produce a clean
first & final draft

Once you write your first novel without an outline, the
next one will be much easier. All you need is practical
advice. Click the buy button to take your writing skills to
the next level.

Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 7PM Eastern

The Ins and Outs of Self-Publishing

Have you finished your first book and are feeling
overwhelmed by what it will take to get it into the hands
of readers?

Atlanta Writers Club

If you don’t know where to start, you might waste time
spinning your wheels or make critical mistakes that
make your author journey harder than it needs to be. But
if you follow the right steps, you can take control of your
publishing journey—and make more money—by taking
the indie route.

In this comprehensive hands-on workshop, indie author
Michael La Ronn will share the knowledge he’s gained
from more than a decade of independently publishing
his fiction and nonfiction books.

This webinar will cover:

* Best practices for working with editors and for
formatting your book for ebook and print

* Best practices for working with cover designers

* Curiously effective marketing and promotion
strategies

* And more, including the ability to ask questions and
get tailored advice for your own situation

The publishing process doesn’t have to be painful. Tune
in for a hands-on experience and leave with the
confidence and knowledge to publish your own work
professionally and successfully.

To select either or both quarterly webinar series,
please register here - LINK
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Jenna Moreci’s Romantasy Webinar

online
event

June 12, 2025 at 7 pm Eastern

Jenna Moreci is a bestselling dark fantasy romance and writing craft author, as
well as aYouTube sensation with hundreds of thousands of subscribers. Her first
installment in The Savior’s Series, The Savior’'s Champion, was voted one of the
Best Books of All Time by Book Depository.

Born and raised in Silicon Valley, Jenna spends her free time snuggling up with
her charming partner and their tiny dog, Buttercup. Her website
On June 12 at 7 pm Eastern, Jenna will discuss the writing of romantasy.

This webinar is free to Atlanta Writers Club members and will be recorded in
case you can't attend live. To register, email Executive Director George

Weinstein at George @AtlantaWritersClub.org 5

National Authors in Grocery Stores Program

The National Authors in Grocery Stores Program has
been around for 23 years working with Kroger, giving
local authors the opportunity to hold book signings in

1,400 Kroger grocery stores across 20 states.

As of January 2025, the program is now in Georgia. To that end, the Atlanta Writers Club is working
to help promote the program. If you are interested in learning more about this exciting
opportunity, the program'’s qualifications and set up, please go to LINK . Remember to

use AtlantaWC in the referral section when signing up so the Atlanta Writers Club will get credit for
your participation in the program.

Details are on the National Authors in Grocery Stores website, but if you would like to write to the é
program creator directly, you may reach out to EMAIL

Atlanta Writers Club
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DONATE NOW AND HELP THE AWC GROW M’J g@OW

The IRS has awarded the Atlanta Writers Club 501(c)(3) status as a
nonprofit organization, so you can make tax-deductible donations
to the club!

We have a special donation link set up in support of our 2025
Townsend Prize for Fiction, which honors the best literary novel by
a Georgia author in 2023-2024.

ATLANTA

Writers

Click here to donate and support:

» » Scholarships for AWC memberships and conference
attendance for those in need.

» » Expansion of our programming.

» » Endowment of our monthly meeting speakerships.

P P Building fund to provide a permanent home for the AWC to
enable weekly learning and networking activities.

All gifts are appreciated.

If your employer offers matching donations, please contact your HR

department for details/forms and_let us know if we can provide AWC information to you.
Thank you for your support of the Atlanta Writers Club!

\C MERCH STORE IS NOW OPEN ON 4 s
s

CUPS, CAPS, HOODIES,
SHIRTS, and more items with AWC
logos are now available for sale on

CafePress.com. All purchases help us
add more in-person and online
content and offer even more through
our conferences.

‘\ Start shopping here: LINK

GET ON THE

CAFEPRESS
MAILING LIST
R E ATLANTA y 4 TO RECEIVE
' W FREE SHIPPING \J]!,;/fu
CLUB / - DEALS AND &
[ /= COUPONS R oo
.ﬁ WORTHUPTO

“ 40% OFF. -
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Hlaskiight Tn the Fog

A Collection of 20 Short Stones by
Fatricia Ann Bowen

Atlanta Writers Club

AWC Member Book Launches and Accolades

AWC member Patricia Ann Bowen has published a new
collection of stories: Flashlight in the Fog holds twenty short stories, micro, flash,
and longer tales of romance, fantasy, and dark, dark, dark fiction put to the
page. Peek into the mind of a magician, a bride-to-be, a traveler, and more.
Explore their themes of adventure, cultural misadventures, and coming to terms
with life’s span from coming-of-age to aging. All have been previously chosen
for publication in online magazines and anthologies and are now compiled here
in one volume. When you have just a few minutes or an hour to spare, whether
you're in the mood for a laugh, a cry, or some goose bumps, reach for this
collection with more engaging stories from the author of Unintended
Consequences.

PURCHASE LINK

Longtime AWC member Patricia Ann Bowen has authored a medical time travel
trilogy, a short story collection about people in challenging circumstances, and a
serialized beach read. Her short stories have appeared in several anthologies
and numerous online publications. She taught short story writing in the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI), and launched and led The Retro Writers, a
critique group of short story writers for the Atlanta Writers Club. She resides on
a smallisland in South Carolina, has four sons, grandkids all over the world, and
two cats in the yard. You can connect with her and her other work at WEBSITE.

AWC member Nedra Robertsis pleased to announce
that the American Association of Community Theatres has released the
NEW PLAYFEST winners for 2026, and her play They Must Be Women
Now is one of the winners. This marks the 3rd time her work has won
this honor, and each of her previous experiences (productions at Cal
Stage in Sacramento and at Chicago Street Theatre in Valparaiso) has
been everything a playwright could hope for. TMBWN will have its
premier production run at the Vortex Theatre in Albuquerque, NM in

2026.
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In A WC member Janet Chapman’s new novel, The Letter Box, a daughter
uncovers a legacy of abandonment in her maternal ancestors through letters she discovers in an
old box. Unknowingly, this has influenced her, for good or bad, throughout her life. Although she
has no daughters of her own, she is determined to break the cycle for her granddaughters,
encouraging and giving them words of wisdom to live fulfilling lives. Brutally honest, the author
lays bare the intricacies of mother- daughter relationships and how they affected the lives of
these extraordinary women.

PURCHASE LINK

Janet Hogan Chapman, EdD, is a self-proclaimed Bohemian Southern Belle. Originally tagged as
Georgialanet, she lived all her life in Georgia until making a major life change and moving to
Flagler Beach, FL two years ago. Janet’s mission as an author is to empower strong women
through the written word. Janet’s books feature real women who have overcome great odds to
achieve fulfilling lives. Her other works include Madam May, After Madam May, Dorothy May,
MotherLove, and This Teacher Talks. Janet has worn many hats in her life and all contribute to
make her writing genuine. Her varied life experiences have contributed to her inspiring writing.
She is a mother to two adult sons and daughters-in-love and grandmother to seven. All of these
adventures lend authentic voice to her writing about strong women. Janet also writes a monthly
blog on her website.

Atlanta Writers Club
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The Search for a Fitting Final Legacy

Roaming,
Rambling,

and
Reminiscing

1. D. PORTER

Atlanta Writers Club

By AWC Member Doug Porter

AnYOne who knows me knows | like to write. There is just something
about the creative process that | find satisfying—finding the right word, the
perfect turn of phrase, the rhythm of the story. But | also find that creativity
thrives in the presence of an appreciative audience, something we writers
seldom get to enjoy. When | lived in South Georgia, | found a creative outlet
writing articles for the Albany Herald newspaper. | enjoyed the writing, but |
also appreciated having people stop me in the grocery store to thank me.
Years ago, when my creative outlet was woodcarving, | answered an ad in the
newspaper from someone selling woodworking tools. When | arrived at the
home of the seller, | was met by the widow of a woodcarver who had recently
passed away. As | self-consciously sorted through her late husband’s tools, |
came face to face with an uncomfortable reality. Perched on the man’s work
bench surrounded by wood shavings and chisels was a life-sized wood
carving of a great blue heron. It was beautifully done, and | found it at once
humbling in its quality and inspirational in its beauty. Now, as | look back on
that experience, | see another message. His unfinished work left a piece of
him behind for us to admire—a kind of unintended legacy in wood.

As writers, our written words are our legacy. We need to remind ourselves of
that when we are alone pounding the keyboard in the wee hours of the
morning. You may not be there to see it, but someday, somebody is likely to
draw encouragement or inspiration from your efforts. Perhaps they will even

stop you in the grocery store to thank you.

J. D. (Doug) Porter is a retired zoologist who writes about animals,

nature, and his Southern roots from his home in Avondale Estates. This
selection is from his most recent book, Roaming, Rambling, and Reminiscing:

Musings from a South Georgia Mule Wagon.

website

£
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Author Talks

Karida L. Brown
June 5| 7 pm | Snellville Branch

Join scholar and author Karida L. Brown as she discusses her book, The
Battle for the Black Mind, about the history of education in the U.S.
Books will be available for purchase and signing.

Grace Helena Walz
June 12 | 7 pm | Duluth Branch

Join Grace Helena Walz as she discusses her Southern rom-com novel,
Southern by Design. Books will be available for purchase and signing.

Katherine Scott Crawford
June 24 | 6 pm | Duluth Branch

Join award-winning author Katherine Scott Crawford as she discusses
her historical fiction novel, The Miniaturist's Assistant. Books will be
available for purchase and signing.

Local Author Day 2025 Submission

Each year, Gwinnett County Public Library provides an opportunity for
independent local authors to showcase their works with readings, book
sales, and signings. This exciting event aims to unite libraries, indie
authors, and readers throughout our community. Local authors are
invited to submit their recent work to share with the community. For more
information, visit our website.

Discover more and register for programs at

www.gwinnettpl.org/adultservices/

Atlanta Writers Club
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ONTHETCOVERLEIGHBARUDWUGDO

he strength of the AWC as a
I networking hub is rooted in our

members' enthusiasm to support
each other. Many of you have
compelling stories and valuable

lessons from your writing journeys
that deserve to be shared. Why not
transform those experiences into a
short article and submit it for the
upcoming issue of the eQuill? By
doing so, you'll not only assist
your fellow members in learning from
your triumphs and trials but also

earn a publishing credit.

Atlanta Writers Club

If you want to submit an article for consideration, please

email it to AWC Executive Director George Weinstein.

m  Your article, with a catchy/provocative/thought-
provoking title, that addresses your personal lessons
about aspects of the craft and/or business of writing,
in 300 words or less (can be in aWord doc attachment
or in the body of your email)

m A profile of you and your book(s) in 50 words or
less, as well as your website and social media links
(can be in the same Word doc attachment or in the
body of your email)

m  Your head-shot and book coverimage(s) in JPG or
PNG format, the higher the resolution, the better.

If you submit, expect to get a reply with edits and
comments and be willing to rewrite accordingly. Abide
by the word counts; one reason publishers and contests
reject work is that the writer can't/won’t follow the
rules. While we want to publish articles by as many of
our members as possible, we also need
these pieces to be uniformly high-quality and beneficial
so the 6,200+ recipients will look forward to reading

them month after month.

CAUTION: this is NOT a chance to tout your book(s) and
say, “Buy this!” We're not offering billboard space here.
Rather, this is an opportunity for you to help other
writers avoid pitfalls and apply successful strategies that
pertain to the craft and business of writing. Naturally,
you will cite examples from your work. That's a fine way
to let people know you have books for sale; we'll also
include a brief bio with links, a head-shot and book
cover(s) at the end of your article. The point is to be

respectful of your readers, who want knowledge—not

Z
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Speakeasy Authors Workshop, June—September

AUTHDRS

mlﬂmﬁ L] -'.h 1
_IJL‘J.'

- —

— e Spea keasy Authors host virtual workshops
[ R every month with professionals from the publishing

AVA"_ABLE industry to help continue to grow your indie business.
ON LI Our workshops are virtual and cost just $5 each. We
— — hold them on the last Saturday of each month at 1pm
EST. After you purchase your event, a confirmation
email with your link to join will be sent to you.

A recording of the workshop will be available to all
those who register.

Here are the first four upcoming workshops:

Book Cover Critique: Designing a Book Cover for the
Market
Sat, Jun 28, 1:00 PM Eastern

Indie Authors: Boost Your Live Event Sales
Sat, Jul 26, 1:00 PM Eastern

Solid Facebook Advertising with Malorie Cooper
Sat, Aug 30, 1:00 PM Eastern

Booktok and Bookstagram for Authors
Sat, Sep 27, 1:00 PM Eastern

The first ten AWC members to use this coupon can join
the June 28 Book Cover Critique workshop for

free! Use this code: ONEFREEAWC at LINK to claim
your free workshop today.
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Black Writers Weekend 2025

LET'S CELEBRATE the brilliance of Black writers
and their incredible work! Presented by AAMBC,
Black Writers Weekend is our annual three-day
festival, running from Thursday, July 31 to Saturday,
August 2. Get ready for an exciting experience with a
vendor market, book and film script pitches,
networking with fellow writers and authors,
insightful panel discussions, workshops, and so
much more. This is an event you won’t want to miss,
dedicated to uplifting and supporting our
community. Summers in Atlanta are LIT! Est. 2008.

THURSDAY - meet and greet our hosts and featured
speakers. This is your opportunity to network and be
social!

July 32

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Day 1: Welcome Mixer @ Buckhead Art and
Company

FRIDAY - immerse yourself in our Pitch Fest at the
resource room + author and writers lounge. We'll

Atlanta Writers Club

@blkwriterswknd

info@blackwritersweekend.com
@blackwritersweekend

have 6 workshops for you to choose from, food
trucks, and 2 panel discussions.

August 1

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Day 2: Artists Talks, Workshops, and Panels @
Auburn Ave. Research Library

SATURDAY - explore our marketplace, 3 panel
discussions, 2 workshops, | Am Creative talk, and an
evening mixer.

August 2

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Day 3: Artist Talks, Workshops, and Marketplace @
Loudermilk Conference Center

Purchase your tickets here: LINK
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3 Keys to a Successful Writing Accountability Partnership

Atlanta Writers Club

Jenn Loehr at

By Trisha
JaneFriedman.com

THE MYTH OF THE SOLO WRITER

Is persistent, yet we all crave
community. Very few, if any,
published books are written in
isolation.

I've tried the solo writer route, and it
didn't work. It was too easy to
deprioritize my writing because
there were dishes that needed to be
done, or | was tired from my workday
and just wanted to veg on the couch,
or the writing was hard and pushing
through  that frustrating plot
problem to make my word count
goal was too overwhelming. | wasn't
accountable to anyone but myself.

So | reached out to a writer friend
who was also struggling to prioritize

her writing and make progress
toward her goals (both of our goals
centered around that ever-elusive
concept of actually finishing a
writing project).

Over the past year I've met regularly
with a writing buddy to update and
encourage each other on our writing
projects. And we've both made more
progress than ever before.

In one year of having a writing
accountability partner, or “writing
buddy”, I've accomplished more on
my creative writing than | have in
nearly a decade.

To read the complete essay, click
here: LINK
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AWC Members Editor Directory

The AWC maintains this
directory In an effort to
assist AWC members with
editor options for consid-
eration; however, the
AWC does not endorse
the individuals in this di-
rectory and is not liable
for any member’s experi-
ences with these editors.

Forthe editors listed below, please consider selecting a few and getting a quote for
how much some of them would charge to edit a sample (e.g., 20-50 pages)--some
charge by the page (e.g., $3-$5/page), others by the word (e.g., $.01-$.05/word)--
and define what kind of edit you want (developmental versus line-editing, or both).
Then make your selection (consider picking two, for comparison purposes) and see
if you like the job either editor did on that small portion of your manuscript before

committing to having your whole book edited by that person.

If you are an AWC member, offer editing services, and want to add your information to this directory, please send
an email to AWC Executive Director and Acting President George Weinstein with the following information: Your

name, Your email address, Your website (if available), The fiction genres and/or nonfiction topics you have
experience editing, & a brief statement detailing your editing experience of 75 words or less.

MJ BIGGS
Email  Website

Content editing, line editing, copy
editing, proofreading, and book
coaching for all fiction genres.

I've worked as a copywriter and
editor in corporate settings for over
10 years and have won numerous
regional and national awards for
my marketing content. In 2022,
shortly after publishing my literary
fiction novel, A Wonderful Place to
Die, | started my own book editing
business, Night Owl Fiction. I'm
open to all fiction genres and do
not shy away from heavy or difficult
topics. Email me for more details
on services and pricing.

BOBBIE CHRISTMAS
Email Website

Zebra Communications: Excellent
editing for maximum marketability

Fiction: Mainstream, science
fiction, paranormal, romance,
action adventure, fantasy,
suspense/thriller, mystery, young
adult, biographical novel, historical
fiction, and more. Nonfiction:
Memoir, biography, autobiography,

Atlanta Writers Club

self-help, travelogue, essays, and
more.

When you hire me, you hire a
professional with more than 5o
years of experience. After 27 years
of editing and writing newspapers,
magazines, and corporate
communications, | founded Zebra
Communications in 1992 to
specialize in editing fiction and
nonfiction. You and your
manuscript will be treated with
kindness yet honesty. I've edited
books for seven publishing houses,
so | know what publishers and
readers want. My services and
pricing are listed on my website.

KAY HUNT

Email

Available for proofreading:
Adventure, women's fiction,
fantasy, historical fiction, and
more. | have proofed several fiction
manuscripts, including period
fiction and fantasy. | have also
proofed all the content in over 300
service industry websites.

Since 2011, | have proofread over
3,000 website pages and several

book manuscripts. | have good
communication skills, can meet
deadlines, and efficiently work with
personal style preferences. | also
have over 20 years in print
production and graphics,
proofreading annual reports,
business brochures and related
materials, catalogs, and advertising

copy.

JUDITH KOLBERG
Email  Website 404-226-1381

Nonfiction Genres: lifestyle,
health, business, personal growth,
self-help, memaoir, spiritual,
inspiration, and narrative non-
fiction.

| am an experienced developmental
editor with fifteen years of
experience bringing multiple
authors to publication. | specialize
in content editing which includes
structure, clarity, interest, flow,
segue, overall readability and other
writing elements that make for a
fantastic reader’s experience.
Perfect for writers in need of a
rigorous, honest, and
compassionate first-reader or for
authors at any level seeking a
collaborative, effective editing
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process designed to fit their
schedule and budget. Confidential
ghost-writing services available.

JANIE MILLS
Email  Website

Available for editing: query letters,
science fiction, memoir, Southern
fiction, YA fantasy, sports fiction,
apocalyptic, detective/crime
fiction, soft erotica

I have a master’s degree in English
(Creative Writing) and have been a
full-time editor for five years. |
believe in understanding an
author’s voice and putting in the
work to get it right. | am blessed
with my editing talent and am
pleased to offer affordable, yet
professional, editing services.

CHRIS NEGRON
Email  Website

Available for query letter consults,
developmental editing

Author of the middle grade novels
Dan Unmasked (July 2020) and The
Last Super Chef (July 2021), both
from HarperCollins, available for
editing novels of all genres, but
with a particular focus on middle
grade and contemporary fiction for
adults and teens as well. Novel
editing price proposed after review
of sample chapter(s). Single-page
query letter feedback available for
$50 [ query.

JOE RENDACE
Email Website

Screenplays - All genres
SCREENPLAY REVIEWS: $99. Think
your script is ready? It's probably

Atlanta Writers Club

not. Receive professional notes on
your plot/structure/ characters/
dialogue. | have written over a half
a dozen screenplays, published two
novels and run two active podcasts.
| also have spent time as a script
reader for a NY movie production
house. Please sign up on
JoeRendace.com.

STEPHANIE SIEGEL
Email  Website

Final editing available for
nonfiction (especially health for
general audiences).

| read literature and am trying to
write it. But most of my career was
spent writing newspaper articles
(12 years) or editing them (12
years). My eagle eye for details
such as unanswered questions,
unsupported statements, and
inconsistencies made me a valued
copy editor at CNN.com, The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution,
WebMD, and the CDC.

ERIC SCARANTINO

Email

Genre Fiction, Developmental
Editing Line Editing, Proofreading,
Query Letters, Synopses and
Outlines.

All genres welcome.

Professional editor with over a year
of experience. | studied English
locally at UWG and interned as a
staff editor for LURe, an academic
publisher, and have provided my
editing services and educational
content to the Carrollton Writer's
Guild for over three years. My
current clients are primarily Adult
Fantasy and Middle Grade writers.

If interested, send me a sample of
1,000 words and I'll edit them for
free along with a quote.

MARIANN STEFANELLI
The Writer’s High, LLC: Take your
writing to a higher level with
experienced, professional editing.
Email __Website

Specialty areas: memoir and
narrative nonfiction; mystery,
thriller, romance, fantasy, women'’s
fiction, and commercial fiction;
book proposals and query letters.

A former public relations
professional, I've specialized in
developmental and line editing
since 2014. Editorial assessments
honor your voice and vision; all
communication is shared in a
respectful, encouraging manner.
I'm a coordinator for the Georgia
chapter, Editorial Freelancers
Association, and founded the
Writer’s High Retreat, an inspiring
weekend retreat featuring literary
luminaries such as Winston Groom,
Cassandra King, and Patti Callahan
Henry. Read more about me and
my services HERE.

DAVE SWAN
Email  Linkedin

Nonfiction topics: Politics, defense,
foreign affairs, crime and legal
issues, education, taxes, music,
film, humor, relationships, and
writing about writing.

My experience: As a journalist and
all-around communicator, I've

edited news and information on a
wide range of issues for audiences
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all over the world. One of my
specialties is presenting complex
subjects in plain, hard-hitting
language. | can help you shape
your story from the beginning or
proofread your final draft. My goal
is to make YOUR voice as powerful
and compelling as it can be.

A.E. WILLIAMS
Email  Website

Genres | edit: fantasy, sci-fi, horror,
thriller, screenplays, comic book

scripts, memoir, and various
nonfiction topics

Bio: My name is A.E. Williams. | run
an editorial firm, A.E. Williams
Editorial. My clients are oftentimes
independent authors for which |
perform copyediting,
developmental editing, and line
editing. | am also a freelance
copyeditor with Hachette Book
Group. If interested in working
with me, please email a 1,000-word
sample and | will complete it for
free. In my response | will provide

your edited sample, testimonials,
rates, resume, and a list of recent

projects.

W
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26


mailto:ae@crazednovelist.com
mailto:ae@crazednovelist.com
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
https://www.crazednovelist.com/

Free Online Promotion

PHoToGrRAPH YOU VVWORKPLACE

Alissa Symons’s 1. Take a picture of where you write. Don't
Creatlve Space clean it up, show us the natural
H-. environment where you make the magic.

‘ You can be in the shot, or not.

‘ 2. Send the picture to awc.member.

services@gmail.com with "My Creative

— '.'"';l.'"--'”f\. Space" in the subject line.

3. Keep watching the Atlanta Writers Club

Facebook page and Instagram page and

FIND YOUR VOICE
AtlantaWritersClub.org

when you are featured, share it with the

world. é

FRee INTERNET ProvoTioN FOR AVWC MEMBERS

The Atlanta Writers Club website offers Free Promotion. We're
now featuring a page where AWC members can promote their
latest publication: SEE IT HERE

Current Atlanta Writers Club members are invited to add/update
their listing: please email your head-shot, book (or other
publication) cover, and website URL to AWC Executive Director

GEOFQEWEinStEin_ ONTHETCOVERLEIGHEBARDUGO IZ
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ON-LINE groups first, IN-PERSON groups second

L AWC embership in the Atlanta Writers Club entitles
W""f'“g & Critique Groups members to participate in or start their own
y ol ML AWC-sponsored writing and critique groups,

where you and your colleagues can help each other
improve your writing craft.

Below is the current list of active AWC writing/critique
groups. If you have any questions about any of these
groups, or if you would like to start your own group,
please contact Officer Emeritus George Weinstein.

GREEN GROUPS ARE OPEN, RED GROUPS ARE FULL

Online #1 OPEN
Fiction & narrative non-
fiction. Meets on 2™ & 4

Wednesday of the month via

Zoom, 2pm. Contact:
Kelley Cody-Grimm

Online #2 WAIT LIST

Fiction only. Ongoing. Please
submit 100 pages for vetting.

Contact: Linh Pham

Online #3 WAIT LIST
Speculative fiction for

complete ms or short stories.

Meets every 2™ & 4" wed.,
8-10pm. Contact:
Xander Jon Dijk

Online #4 OPEN
Memoir & Fiction. Meets
2" Wednesday and last

Sunday of every month at
7pm with pre-share
excerpts of ~5K words.
Contact: Alex Reinshagen

Online #5 WAIT LIST
Short Stories Every 2nd

Atlanta Writers Club

Thursday at 1pm.
Contact: Nathan Huebner

Online #6 WAIT LIST
Young Adult & Middle Grade
Fiction Work. Contact:
Brad Scott

Online #7 WAIT LIST

Screenwriting (email for
details) 1%t & 3" Friday of

every month at 7pm via
ZOOM. Contact: Liz Irland

Online #8 OPEN
All genres. Writing group with
preselected prompts, writing
time, sharing time, & brief
critiques. First Thursday of
month at 7pm and the last
Sunday of month at 2pm.
Contact Malaika Simmons

Online #9 WAIT LIST
Romance 1%t and 3™
Tuesdays, 7-8pm using
Google Meets. Contact:
Olga Jackson

Online #10 WAIT LIST
We study books about the
craft of writing together. Each
member is expected to: 1)
read the portion of the book
assigned each week and 2)
Come prepared with
whatever exercise we agree
to each week. We meet
every Tuesday from 9 to
11am. Contact:
Malaika Simmons

Online #12 WAITLIST
Writer’s support group -
psychology of writing,
rejection, etc. Meets 15t & 3
Wednesdays @ 7pm.
Contact: Matt Johnson

Online #13 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi, Fantasy, & Horror.
Meeting online every other
Tues @ 7pm. Contact:
Nancy Fletcher
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Online #14 WAIT LIST
Adult Fiction Online, every
other Thursday, 7-9 pm.
Contact: Susanne Fincher

Online #15 WAIT LIST
Fiction 1st Saturday of each
month at 9:30am. Contact:
Perry Powell

Online #16 OPEN
All genres Meetings are
virtual via Zoom every other
Monday at 5pm. Members
exchange drafts twice
monthly for critiquing.
Contact: Jeremy Logan

Online #17 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi and Fantasy Online
using Google Meet, 2" and
4" Tuesday each month at
7pm. Contact: Abigail Biles

ONLINE #18 WAIT LIST
Fantasy and Science Fiction
Meetings are on Sunday, 9-

11 a.m. every other week,
with work sent to Nathaniel
ahead of time. Contact:
Nathaniel Chaney

Online #19 OPEN
Memoir. Meets on 2™ & 4
Thursdays at 7pm. Contact:
Chetan Sanker

Online #20 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual
meetings are every other
Tuesday, 7-8 pm. Contact:

Daniel Cozart

Atlanta Writers Club

Online #21 WAIT LIST
Poetry group for six experi-
enced poets, published/
seeking publication. Meets
weekly via Zoom on Tues-
days from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30
p.m. Poems to be shared on
Google Drive & reviewed be-
fore each session. Send 3 po-
ems to Rick Rohdenburg

Online #22 OPEN
Science fiction and fan-
tasy. Meets every other
Thursday evening 7:39-

8:30 pm. Contact:

Mary Vallo

Online #23 WAIT LIST
Study/Critique Group open to
all levels of writers and all
genres. The Storywrighters
group meets online every
other Thursday at 5 PM ET
to explore well-regarded writ-
ing craft books and support
each other as we apply what
we learn to our work. Our
current study is The Emo-
tional Craft of Fiction: How to
Write the Story Beneath the
Surface by Donald Maass.
Contact: Mary Thornton

Online #24 OPEN
Self-publishing authors - all
genres. Writing group fo-
cused on learning business
side of publishing (no cri-
tiques). Meets virtually on 1¢t
& 3" Wednesday of each
month from 12pm to 12:45.
Contact: J.M. Tompkins

Online #25 OPEN
Picture book authors & au-
thor/illustrators interested in
crafting stories. Virtual meet-
ings on Google Meet, 1°t &
3" Thursdays at 7-9pm. Con-
tact: Kelley Likes.

Online #26 OPEN
Fantasy and Romantasy.
Meets virtually every Thurs.
at 7pm. Contact:
Jesslyn Parrish

Online #27 OPEN
Horror and thriller, novellas,
short stories. Meets on 2™ &

4" Thursdats 6-8pm. Con-
tact: Sean Stapleton

Online #28 WAIT LIST
Meets virtually on the first &
third Tuesday of each month

at 7pm. Contact:
Laura Kelly Robb

Online #29 OPEN
Nonfiction: Business/Leader-
ship, Self-Help, Inspirational,
Mind/Body/New Age, History.

Meets on 2" and 4" Thurs-
day, 6:30pm. Contact:
Heather Pitts Watson

Online #31 OPEN
For aspiring blog writers and
journalist who blog. Meets
via Zoom every other
Wednesday at 7pm. Please
submit two writing samples
to be considered. Contact:
Semira Grevioux
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IN-PERSON

Acworth OPEN
Fantasy and magical real-
ism. Meets on 1%t Friday of

the month @ 7pm and the 3"
Monday of the month at
10am. Location TBD. Con-
tact: Nicole Escobar

Atlanta/Buckhead OPEN
Magical realism, horror, and
literary fiction. Meets at
leader’s home on second
Thursday of each month
from 6:30 - 8pm. Contact:
Gale Huxley

Atlanta Northside OPEN
SciFi but open to other types
of speculative fiction. Meet-
ings every second Saturday
of the month at the Fellini’s
Pizza in Buckhead @ 11 AM.
Contact: Joe Lamb

Atlanta/South Brookhaven
WAIT (LimiTeD TO 10)
Literary fiction. Meets in
person at pre-selected
location, 6-9pm every other
Tues. We’'ll discuss
preshared excerpts and pre-
meeting critiques. (LimiTED TO 10)

CONTACT: Jim Trueblood

Atlanta/Southside WAIT
Young adult & Middle Grade
Fiction. Meets Mondays or
Tuesdays @ 6:30pm.
Contact Jessica Harlan

Atlanta Writers Club

Atlanta/Virginia Highlands
OPEN

Fiction writers with a creative
writing degree or history of
publication. Meets once a

month usually from 1 to 3 pm

at a coffee shop. Contact:

Dawn Abeita

Chamblee OPEN
Poetry group for those who
want to publish and write 1
poem/week. Meet at Dekalb

Co. Public Library-Chamblee
every other Tuesday from 6-
8pm. Contact:

Olivia Mckenzie

Decatur OPEN
Poetry - Meets on Sundays
at 1pm at Dancing Goats.
Contact: Ella Corder

Decatur/Emory OPEN
Fantasy, Sci-Fi, Horror. Meet
every two weeks, time and
location TBD. To discuss
pre-shared excerpts of
around 5000 words, for
constructive feedback.
Contact: Eric Reinders

Dunwoody OPEN
Memoir and Narrative
nonfiction. Discuss
publishing paths, marketing
plans, & network growth. In-
person meetings on the third
Saturday of each month
before the AWC meetings,
starting at 12:00 p.m.
Contact: May Spangler

D’woody/Sandy Springs #1
OPEN

Advanced Writers in Thriller/

Mystery/Suspense Meet on

the Meeting on 2" and 4"
Thursday each month at
7pm. Must have completed
MS. To apply, send Bill a
short bio & first chapter. Bill
Robbins

D’woody/Sandy Springs #2
WAIT LIST
Speculative fiction (novels
and short stories). Meets
every other Wednesday,
6:30pm. Usually at a
restaurant. Contact:
Calvin Clark

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction-All Genres. Thursday
evening, once a month, 6-8

p.m. In a restaurant/coffee

shop. Contact:
Emilee McWilliams

Lilburn WAIT LIST
All Genres. Meets on 3™
Thursday of each month at
Mountain Park Library, 1210
Pounds Rd., Lilburn, GA
30047 @ 6:30pm. Contact:
Laura Sellers

Hall County OPEN
Literary/Upmaret Fiction.
Meets at member’s home in
Flowery Brranch on 2nd
Saturday each month at
9:30am. Contact:

Cait Petterson

Marietta 1 WAIT LIST
All genres. Meets at
member’s house 1st & 3rd
Tues. 6:30-8:00pm. Contact:
Linda Sullivan

Marietta 2 OPEN
All genres and experience
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levels. 3rd Wednesday of the
month, 6-7 p.m. at Switzer

Library. Meet other creatives,
brainstorm ideas, work on
writing prompts, and learn

about the craft. Contact: Anna
Frantz or (770) 528-2366

Marietta/East Cobb #2
OPEN

All genres.2nd Thursday of
every month at 2:00PM in the
East Cobb Library community

room (4880 Lower Roswell

Rd.) Contact:
Margaret Richlin

McDonough OPEN
Fiction only. Meets 2" & 4"

CAVTION:
EXTREMELY

Saturdays each month at published work, and
10am at McDonough Public expectations.) Saturdays
Library. Contact: Biron Ross except when AWC meets,

2:00-4:00 PM in member's
Jackson OPEN home or virtual. Contact:
All genres. Meets every Jerry Weiner.

Saturday at 11am at The

Brickery restaurant. Contact: :

Michael McLarnon

Roswell WAIT LIST
All genres. Every Tuesday 6-
8pm at Scooters in West
Roswell. Contact:
George Weinstein

Sandy Springs WAIT LIST
Fiction & N/F (Please indicate
what you are writing, any

Set aside a little time
each day for reading,

?

0DAm- 8:00PM,
FOR INSTANCE,

Atlanta Writers Club
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Membership Information

IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY A MEMBER...

The AWC has an automated system for tracking
memberships and alerting members when it's
time to renew.

Without your continued support of the Atlanta
Writers Club we would not be able to bring fabu-
lous speakers to our meetings nor provide gener-

ous cash awards for our annual writing contest.

* You will receive an e-mail from the system
(showing Executive Director George

Weinstein’s (e-mail address ) one month

before your membership expiration date.

¢ If you haven't renewed within a week, you
will receive another e-mail every seven days,

with a final e-mail one week from expiration.

¢ If the expiration date for your membership
passes without renewal, the system will mark

your membership as expired.

* Itis a good e-mail practice to check your
spam/junk folder to see if any legitimate e-
mail has been misfiled there, possibly
including the email you'll receive from
George prior to the expiration of your

membership.

AENEWED

Atlanta Writers Club

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS...

e Monthly Meetings.

e Periodic Workshops.

e Twice-Yearly Atlanta Writers Conference.

* Annual Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference.

e Critique Groups.

e Writing Contest With Cash Prizes And Publication.
e Opportunities To Sell Your Books.

* FreeTickets To Author Events.

e Free Monthly Newsletter

e Free Book Promotions

WE ARE ONE OF THE BEST literary bargains in town.
The Atlanta Writers Club is simply a group of writers that
work together to help each other improve their skills
and attain their writing goals. Anyone can join, with no
prior publication requirements.

Potential members are invited to attend a first meeting
as our guest. After that, we're sure you will want to
become a member and take advantage of all the
benefits that come with it.

You may join The Atlanta Writers Club at any of our
events or meetings, or pay on line at our website using

PayPal at OUR WEBSITE.

Regular membership dues are $60 per year per person.
Students can join for $10 per year. Family members of
active AWC members can join for $30 per year. Our
Membership Form is on the last page of this newsletter.
If you have additional questions, contact AWC Executive

Director George Weinstein
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Membership Form

Wm D New Membership

- Est. 1914 |:| Renewal

Name

Email Address Phone

Street Address

City, State, ZIP

AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES

One-Year Membership S 60.00 $
One-Year Student S 10.00 $
Five-Year Membership S 250.00 $
Lifetime Membership S 499.00 $
FAMILY MEMBERS (Enter names below) Number of
Family Members - One Year S 30.00
Family Members - One-Year Student S 10.00 $
Family Members - Five Year S 125.00 $
Family Members - Lifetime S 250.00 $
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION
AWC General Fund
AWC Scholarship Fund S
TOTAL Make checks payable to Atlanta Writers Club S
Mail your check and this form to: Atlanta Writers Club
c/o Jerry Weiner, Treasurer
8080 Jett Ferry Road
Atlanta, GA 30350
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Yes! | would like to become an AWC Volunteer
] Monthly Meetings [ ] Conferences [] BookFestivals [] Other

Family Members

Name
Email Address Phone
Name
Email Address Phone

Atlanta Writers Club



