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Atlanta Writers Club - founded 1914, we are a social and edu-
cational club where local writers meet to discuss the craft and 
business of writing. We also sponsor contests for our mem-
bers and host expert speakers from the worlds of writing, pub-
lishing, and entertainment 
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January
Meeting
Overview

JANUARY
AWC MEETING
AT REGULAR 

LOCATION

January 18 - AWC Monthly Meeting & Mixer In-Person at Georgia State 
University: Perimeter College - Dunwoody Campus for Members and 

First-Time Guests, 1:00-5:00 pm Eastern

Speaker #1 - A.E. Williams: The Ins and Outs of Hiring and Working with 
Freelance Editors

Speaker #2 - Jason Lancour: Narrative Fiction: Building a Story
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President: 
Jill Evans

Executive 
Director :
George Weinstein 

Officers Emeritus: 
Valerie Connors
George Weinstein 

Clay Ramsey
Marty Aftewicz
Ron Aiken 
Mike Brown 

Conference 
Director:
George Weinstein

Membership VP: 

Yvonne Green 

Programs VP:
Alexis Robinson

Operations VP: 
Kim Conrey

Marketing VP:
Patrick Scullin 
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Kathy Nichols

Townsend Prize 
Reading 
Committee 
Director:
Clay Ramsey

Treasurer: 
Jerry Weiner

Historian/By-
Laws: 
George Weinstein

eQuill Publisher:
Gene Bowen

AWC Officers

Links to AWC

She started writing fiction at the age of 7 and sold her first story to a magazine 
when she was 10. Before becoming a novelist, she was a journalist who started work-
ing as a reporter for the Yorkshire Evening Post at the age of 16 and later became 
their first woman editor. She is best known for her debut novel, published in 1979, 
which sold over 30 million copies worldwide. Eventually, she authored over 40 nov-
els, all of which were bestsellers. Despite her prolific career, she always wrote her 
novels in long-hand or on an electric typewriter and claimed to have almost never 
experienced writer's block.

You’ll find his name hidden in plain sight—two places—in this newsletter. 
Neither the authors on the cover nor their books are intended as an endorsement 

by the AWC, its officers, or its members.
Gene Bowen, eQuill Publisher

Cover
Author 
Clues

https://twitter.com/atlwritersclub
https://www.instagram.com/atlantawritersclub/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/
mailto:george@atlantawritingclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaWritersClub/
https://bookshop.org/shop/AWC
http://bluesky.webphttps://bsky.app/profile/atlantawritersclub.bsky.social
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A Message from the President

AWC President Jill Evans is a 
computer nerd by trade, website 
designer, photographer and 
writer. Her work in progress is a 
novel that combines her love of 
art, intrigue and history. You can 
follow her on Instagram at 
@jillevanswriter and find out 
more at website.

2 0 2 5 
2gether

The end of the year not only 
brings holidays and a time for 
reflection, but also lots of 

wrap-up activities. Spotify tells us 
what we listened to most, and 
Goodreads tracks our reading. I do a 
reading spreadsheet that counts 
numbers of books, pages, genres, 
and other things like what country 
the book originates from, whether I 
own the book or borrowed it from 
the library, and whether it’s a print 
book or an ebook. 

Lots of people also do a look back at 
their goals for the year and take the 
pulse of where they are in relation to 
those goals. I’ve never been one for 
new year’s resolutions or goal 
setting tied to the calendar year, but 
I always see crossing into a new year 
as an opportunity. January feels 
fresh and open to the new and to 
do-overs.

At my last 2024 book club meeting, 
we talked about the winter 
doldrums. I said that December 
22nd couldn’t come fast enough. 
After the winter solstice the days 
get longer, the sun sets later. 
January and February ease me into 
the year and feel like a ramp up to 
the big time change in March. The 
opening months offer a chance to 

try new things in increments, see 
what works and prepare for the big 
growth season in the spring.

I always tell AWC members at club 
meetings that finding a critique 
group or partner is an iterative 
process. You have to connect with 
people who get you and get your 
work. The same is true for lifestyle 
and goals. 

Goals and resolutions are personal, 
but there’s nothing like leveraging 
the strength of a partner for 
accountability. Even better is finding 
a group or person who not only 
supports your goals but shares 
them. If you’re in the query 
trenches, it’s great to look across the 
muck and see someone else who’s 
there, too, just as dirty and beaten 
up. Someone who smiles with you 
despite rejection and drives you 
onward while you do the same for 
them. If you are writing a new book, 
it’s great to have someone who 
trudges along with you, chapter by 
chapter, until manuscripts are 
complete.

No matter your goals, resolutions, or 
to-do lists for 2025, my wish for you 
in the new year is that you have or 
find that group or person who 
travels along with you, layering 
accomplishments along the way 
together, sharing the defeats and 
victories in the living and writing life.

“If you are writing a new book, 
it’s great to have someone who 

trudges along with you. ”

https://www.jillevans.com


Help the Atlanta Writers Club Grow

Celebrate the 

New Year with 

a $20.25 Donation

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/townsend-prize-for-fiction-donation-page
https://atlantawritersclub.org/donation/
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December 21 Meeting Photos 

Photos courtesy of Patrick Scullin

View all meeting photos here: LINK

https://atlantawritersclub.smugmug.com/CLUB-MEETINGS/AWC-Meeting-Pics-12-21-2024
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for AWC Members and
First-Time GuestsJanuary 18 AWC Meeting Agenda

January 18, 12:45 p.m.-4:15 p.m. at Georgia State Univer-
sity: Perimeter College - Dunwoody Campus, 2101 Wom-
ack Rd, Dunwoody, GA 30338, Building N-C auditorium. 
(If you're not on our mailing list, use the form here to add 
yourself so you will get any updates about this meeting.)

This meeting may be recorded; if so, the recording link 
will be shared via email the following month.

12:45-1:30 p.m. Nosh and Networking Mixer for members 
and first-time visitors in the cafe
� Please arrive for our meeting as early as 12:45 so 
you can check in, and then join everyone for a meet and 
greet opportunity with genre tables to build your net-
work and make new friends.

1:30-1:45 p.m. AWC announcements and upcoming 
events with AWC President Jill Evans

1:45 p.m.-2:45 p.m. Speaker #1 - 
A.E. Williams: The Ins and Outs 
of Hiring and Working with Free-
lance Editors
A.E. Williams is an editor-turned-
writer and a longtime member of 
the Atlanta Writers Club. After 
earning a bachelor of fine arts in 
creative writing from Full Sail Uni-

versity in 2020, A.E. began the journey of becoming a full-
time book editor, editing books as a freelancer for indie 
authors.

Today, after five years in business, A.E. has grown his 
freelance venture into a full-service editorial firm, A.E. 
Williams Editorial, serving indie authors and publishing 
houses such as Hachette Book Group (imprints such as 
Running Press, Black Dog & Leventhal, and Orbit Books); 
Kensington Publishing (imprint Zebra books); Human Ki-
netics; and Mango Media Publishing. To date, the A.E. 
Williams Editorial team has worked on over two hundred 
books.

The Ins and Outs of Hiring and Working with Freelance 
Editors

“The Ins and Outs of Hiring and Working with Freelance 
Editors” will give writers and indie publishers all the infor-
mation they need to find, hire, and work with a freelance 
editor. We’ll discuss where to find editors, how to vet 
them, how much you’ll expect to spend, etc., when it 
comes to working with freelance editors and other edito-
rial professionals. Each freelance editor works in his/her 

own way. However, understanding the freelance industry 
can help writers make the best decision on who they 
should hire to edit their book.

2:45-3:00 p.m. Meet and greet with A.E. Williams

3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Speaker #2 - Ja-
son Lancour: Narrative Fiction: 
Building a Story
Jason is an author of epic fantasy fic-
tion, having published two titles to 
date. After a comprehensive review 
of the current state of the publishing 
industry, Jason chose to start his own 
publishing imprint, Wandering Bear 
Creative. Rise of the Red Hand, pub-
lished in 2021, is the prequel to the 
full length novel, Storm Cloud Rising, 
the first in a multi-volume series. The 
next volume in the series, Storm 
Cloud Breaks, is expected this spring.

Jason is a member of the Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writers Association, the Independent Book Publishers 
Association, and a frequent contributor to the literary 
website Shepherd.com. His novel, Storm Cloud Rising, has 
received the Book Life Editor’s Pick award.

While not quite an Atlanta native, Jason has lived in and 
around the Atlanta area for 45 years (give or take) and has 
spent the last 20 years working in film and television. Re-
cent credits include Netflix’s Stranger Things, and A24 
Films' Civil War - and he has just completed work on a 
Christy Martin biopic starring Sidney Sweeney. With 
decades of on-set experience, he strives to bring a cine-
matic sensibility to his writing.

When he isn’t working, writing, or sleeping, Jason also 
enjoys photography, cooking, and neglecting his guitar.

Narrative Fiction: Building a Story
This talk will cover the process all the way from “Hey! I 
just thought of a great story idea!” to “Hey! Check out this 
story that I wrote!”

Jason will cover the integral building blocks to story de-
velopment and creation, walking you through his own 
process, with the hope that you discover some tools that 
you will find useful in your own writing journey.

4:00-5:00 p.m. Book signing with Jason Lancour

https://atlantawritersclub.org/contact/
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In 2025, we are offering two separate quarterly 
webinar series to AWC members. Each series is $50 and 
will grant you live online access via Zoom on the date of 
each quarterly webinar as well as a link to the recording 
for each one, in case you're unable to attend the live 
presentation or want to watch it again. Each recording 
will be retained online, so if you register after one or 
more of the webinars are held, you will still be able to 
view the ones you missed. You will also receive any 
handout(s) created for each webinar in the series.

The $50 cost for each series will help to pay for the 
speaker's honorarium as well as contribute to the 
Atlanta Writers Club's reserve for scholarships, support 
of literary activities, and our building fund.

If you are not yet an Atlanta Writers Club member but 
want to register for one or both webinar series, you will 
have the option to add AWC membership to your total. 
You will then also be able to attend our monthly in-
person meetings at no charge, participate in our critique 
groups, enter our contests, and register for periodic 
standalone online workshops offered free to members.

QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH T.D. STORM

T.D. STORM is an award-winning writer and teacher 
whose work has appeared in a number of journals and 
anthologies, including Black Warrior Review, Copper 

Nickel, Jellyfish Review, and Literary Hub. His passion for 
storytelling and its inner workings informs his teaching, 
editing, and mentoring. He runs an online writing school
which offers articles and courses geared toward helping 
writers hone their craft of engaging and moving stories.

January 9, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
A Taxonomy of Tension
Tension is one of the main drivers of reader engagement 
in storytelling of any kind. In fact, we could go so far as 
to say stories without tension are dead on arrival. In this 
session, we’ll examine the basic types of tension 
available to storytellers and some guiding principles for 
how to incorporate them.

April 9, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
A Primer on Character Interiority
Stories can vary in the extent to which they value the 
voice, the character, or the plot. But even in stories that 
aren’t character-driven, readers latch onto characters 
and the decisions they make. So it behooves writers to 
figure out how to give readers insight into character. In 
this session, we’ll examine how to convey what 
characters are thinking and feeling.

July 9, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
Turning Points: The Engine of Scenes
John Yorke says that every scene includes a turning point 
because that’s why scenes exist. Turning points can be a 
little elusive to spot, however. We’ll dig into identifying 
turning points and examine how they function within a 
scene so that we can understand why they are 
absolutely essential. If you have scenes that feel a little 
boring or slow, it may be that your turning points are to 
blame.

October 8, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
Backstory: To Be or Not to Be
Some seem to decry backstory as an anchor that drags 
on the present-time story; others say backstory is 
absolutely essential. We’ll explore the debate and then 
examine what methods you can use to incorporate 
backstory seamlessly. We’ll also discuss how much 
backstory to use and what purposes backstory really 
serves.

2025 Quarterly Webinar Series for AWC Members

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
https://stormwritingschool.com
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QUARTERLY WEBINAR SERIES WITH
MICHAEL LA RONN

Tuesday, March 4, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
Quick Wins for the Win
Does the chaos of marketing leave you overwhelmed? 
Do you struggle to balance writing, family, and the 
demanding "business" side of publishing?

Managing your writing business should be about seizing 
those quick wins.

In this engaging presentation, prolific author Michael La 
Ronn will discuss his biggest "quick win" lessons learned 
over a decade as a thriving author while working full-
time and raising a family. Learn how his "quick win" 
mindset helped him grow a flailing business into a 
profitable publishing powerhouse.

* Uncover the true essence of a "quick win"
* Immerse yourself in a quick win mindset
* Achieve quick wins without emptying your wallet

Quick wins are right at your fingertips – they're 
accessible, budget-friendly, and, most importantly, 
hiding in plain sight. After this
dynamic session, you'll have the vision to spot them 
effortlessly. It just might take your writing business to 
the next level.

Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
Leveling Up Your Author Mindset
Have you ever wondered how authors continue their 
careers after long periods of time?

The secret is mindset. With the right mindset, anything 
in the author life is possible. And the right mindset is not 
always about selling more books as quickly as possible.

In this webinar, prolific author Michael La Ronn will share 
secrets he’s learned over the last 15 years as a self-
published author to avoid burnout, flourish with his best 
life, and keep things focused. He did that while working 
full-time in the insurance industry, raising a family, and 
even attending law school classes in the event.

You’ll learn:

* The three most important areas of your life to focus on
* Learn how to be yourself online and attract readers 
and friends
* The #1 secret to having a long and fulfilling writing 
career
* The surprising difference between failure and 
opportunity, and why it isn’t what you think

Level up your mindset and achieve new levels of your 
career that you didn’t think possible. Whether it be 
writing, business, or marketing, this webinar will give 
you critical tips to last the rest of your writing life.

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
The Pocket Guide to Pantsing
Pantsers: do you want to ditch outlining forever but 
don't know how?

Maybe you've tried to write by the seat of your pants, 
but you got lost in the weeds. Or, you just need some 
structure.

Writing a novel without an outline is like solving a 
complex puzzle—daunting, but not impossible. Master 
this technique and you'll write stories that you never 
dreamed of--and readers will pay you for it.

In this practical, no BS webinar, prolific Michael La Ronn 
will talk about the pantsing process he's followed to 
write over 20 novels without an outline.

You'll discover:

* A tried-and-true structure for writing your book 
without an outline
* How to win the war against self-doubt
* What to do when you get stuck, and exactly what to 
write next
* How to edit your novel as you go and produce a clean 
first & final draft
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continued from previous page

Once you write your first novel without an outline, the 
next one will be much easier. All you need is practical 
advice. Click the buy button to take your writing skills to 
the next level.

Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 7PM Eastern
The Ins and Outs of Self-Publishing
Have you finished your first book and are feeling 
overwhelmed by what it will take to get it into the hands 
of readers?

If you don’t know where to start, you might waste time 
spinning your wheels or make critical mistakes that 
make your author journey harder than it needs to be. But 
if you follow the right steps, you can take control of your 
publishing journey—and make more money—by taking 
the indie route.

In this comprehensive hands-on workshop, indie author 
Michael La Ronn will share the knowledge he’s gained 

from more than a decade of independently publishing 
his fiction and nonfiction books.

This webinar will cover:
* Best practices for working with editors and for 
formatting your book for ebook and print
* Best practices for working with cover designers
* Curiously effective marketing and promotion 
strategies
* And more, including the ability to ask questions and 
get tailored advice for your own situation

The publishing process doesn’t have to be painful. Tune 
in for a hands-on experience and leave with the 
confidence and knowledge to publish your own work 
professionally and successfully.

To select either or both quarterly webinar series, 
please register here - LINK

http://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2025-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-michael-la-ronn-and-td-storm
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JULIE L. SPENCER ON WRITING FICTION ABOUT REAL SOCIAL ISSUE

January 14 at 7 pm Eastern

Julie L. Spencer is a best-selling multi-genre author, speaker, and coach who 

offers frank advice and mentoring for authors at all stages of their careers. Julie 

believes we can change the world one story at a time.

Writing Fiction about Real Social Issues

You have an author platform from which you can influence society.

This is your voice, your stage, your microphone, your ability to change the 

opinions of those who read your words.

People are not reading fiction to receive a lesson on controversial topics or 

societal expectations. Yet that’s exactly what they’re getting. Whatever your 

characters learn, your readers learn. 

I find it difficult to talk to my kids about sex but have no problem writing about 

it. What I write can actually teach other people’s kids or mine, if they would ever 

read my books (Listen to my FREE audiobook on YouTube.).

We have the chance to teach within our stories. In our books, we can address 

controversial topics that have nothing to do with the main themes of our stories. 

For example, sex, teen pregnancy, alcohol abuse, race relations, historical 

incidents, religion, money and class differences, bullying, science, the 

environment, medicine, politics, etc.

Most of these topics require some finesse and that’s what we’ll talk about in our 

workshop. Feel free to bring questions about specific topics and maybe we can 

work together to help you incorporate real social issues into your fiction. 

Together we can change the world one story at a time.

To register, email AWC Executive Director George Weinstein 

Free Webinar for AWC Members - Jan 14

https://youtu.be/AQ3jwEzT27I
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org


Atlanta Writers Club 12

Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference
March 22, 2025

Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center
800 Spring St NW, Atlanta, GA 30308

Grow your audience and sell more books!

REGISTER NOW

$139.00 PRICING FOR ATLANTA WRITERS CLUB MEMBERS and 
$199 FOR NON-MEMBERS, WHICH INCLUDES ONE YEAR OF 
AWC MEMBERSHIP

DEADLINE TO REGISTER ONLINE: MARCH 21, 2025 at 8:00 PM 
EST. Walkups at the conference will be welcome based on 
availability (cash or card only, no checks will be accepted).

No refunds a�er MARCH 1, 2025.

Included with your registra�on for the full day of educa�onal 
talks and networking on March 22, 2025:

� Free edit of your manuscript sample
� Free virtual one-on-one mee�ngs about the 

professional book-related services you're 
interested in, including book cover designers, 
audiobook producers, self-publishing book 
services, and more

� Free pre-conference recorded webinars on Self-
Publishing 101 topics (file requirements, 
uploading to Amazon and Ingram, keyword 
selec�on, etc.), how to write a book, how to edit a 
book, and much more

� Free ebooks (how to outline, a guide to self-
revisions, more)

On March 22 at the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference 
Center, we’re featuring a day of interac�ve presenta�ons by 
bestselling, award-winning authors:

Iris Bolling, USA Today bestselling author
Building Your Own Table: Crea�ng Mul�ple Revenue Streams

Jessica Cage, USA Today bestselling author
Eleva�ng Your Author Profile through Social Media

Cali Mann, USA Today bestselling author
Wri�ng Blurbs That Sell

Stuart Grosse, prolific author of nearly 200 serials, short 
stories & novellas
You Don't Have to Write a Novel

Tamika Jamison (formerly Newhouse), prolific author, 
publisher & literary advocate
How to Create an Author Brand Based on Your Story

Kyoko M, USA Today bestselling author
Panel Moderator for "Book Marke�ng Successes and 
Failures: Lessons Learned"

Dr. Tulasi Acharya, prolific author in mul�ple languages
Panelist for "Book Marke�ng Successes and Failures: Lessons 
Learned"

Jeff Shaw, award-winning, Amazon best-selling author
Panelist for "Book Marke�ng Successes and Failures: Lessons 
Learned"

Terra Weiss, award-winning, Amazon best-selling author
Panelist for "Book Marke�ng Successes and Failures: Lessons 
Learned"

Conference details and registra�on 
are on our website: LINK

Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference

https://aspc.regfox.com/register-for-aspc25-saturday-march-22nd-2025
https://www.atlantaselfpublishingconference.com/
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OUR 32ND ATLANTA WRITERS CONFERENCE will be held in-person (with an 
option to participate virtually for agent/editor meetings only) at the Westin Atlanta 
Airport Hotel on May 2-3, 2025 with agent/editor critique and pitch meetings, a 
two-hour workshop on legal issues for writers, two Q&A panels, emailed pre-
conference edits, a Friday night mixer with music, two days of educational talks, 
and our book fair!

LOCATION:
WESTIN ATLANTA AIRPORT HOTEL
4736 Best Road, Atlanta, GA 30337

Whether you are…
In search of an agent or a publisher
Working on a manuscript and in need of feedback
Seeking to learn more about the writing craft and/or publishing business
Building your network of industry professionals and writing colleagues
…this is your opportunity to take the next big step toward your writing goals.

WANT TO GET PUBLISHED?
The May 2-3, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference offers you meetings with literary 
agents and publishing acquisitions editors–with an option to participate virtually if 
you are unable to travel to Atlanta–along with a host of other in-person activities:

Access to 18 acquisitions editors and literary agents seeking every major fiction 
genre and nonfiction topic, as well as graphic novels, picture books, short story 
collections, and film/TV scripts. 

Critiques of manuscript samples by the editors and agents, with work submitted a 
month in advance.

Pitches to editors and agents with query letters you will bring for their review.

Query letter critique by a pair of editors/agents to improve your pitch (at past 
conferences, nearly 50% of Best Pitch awards by agents and publishers went to 
those who participated in the Query Letter Critique).

Pre-conference edit of your manuscript submission via email months before the 
conference by a freelance editor of your choice (at past conferences, nearly 50% of 
all awards–for Best Manuscript Sample and Best Pitch–went to writers who 
participated in the Pre-Conference Edit).

Two-hour workshop with international bestselling author Sherrilyn Kenyon on legal 
issues for writers titled “Writer Beware: How Writers Can Protect Themselves” and 
two free bonus talks by Sherrilyn beforehand.

May 2-3, 2025 Atlanta Writers Conference

https://atlantawritersconference.com/the-conference/
https://atlantawritersconference.com/registration/
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A publisher Q&A panel with all participating 
acquisitions editors and a separate Q&A panel with all 
participating literary agents to address your questions 
about the business of writing. 
Free bonus educational talks by award-winning author 
and conference success story Mimi Zieman and 
bestselling author and screenwriter Paul Guyot.

Friday-night mixer with musical entertainment by 
pianist/singer and AWC member Mike Shaw and his 
accompanist.

Award ceremony, where each of the agents and editors 
will select participants for Best Manuscript Sample and 
Best Pitches, with certificates to be given to the 
awardees–or sent after the conference for those not in 
attendance. 

And our book fair offers opportunities to participants 
who want to sign and sell their traditionally and self-
published books on Friday, May 2.

More than 50 of our members have signed with agents 
or editors they met at our Conferences, and a 
number of those have scored major book deals (and 

one, so far, has hit the bigtime with a movie and TV 
deal). You could be next!

We’re now accepting registrations. As past Conference 
participants will tell you, the spots fill up fast, so don’t 
delay!

The Atlanta Writers Conference is presented exclusively 
for members of the Atlanta Writers Club. If you are not 
a current member through May 3, 2025, you can join/
renew as part of your 
Conference registration–
you do not need to do 
this as a two-step 
process.

To read all the 
details for the May 
2-3, 2025 Atlanta 
Writers Conference, click here to start

(Not a product endorsement)

https://atlantawritersconference.com/the-conference/


Atlanta Writers Club 15

Our annual writing contest—with awards for fiction, 

nonfiction, and poetry—is 

NOW OPEN FOR SUBMISSIONS.

ELIGIBILITY:
• The AWC 2025 Writing Contest is open to all 

current (through May 31, 2025), paid club 

members. Please check your membership 

status before submitting your entry. To join 

the AWC or renew your membership, please 

use this link. If you have a question about 

when your AWC membership expires, please 

contact the Membership VP, Yvonne Green, at 

yvonnegreen1000@gmail.com.

• Submissions must be original, unpublished, 

and previously un-awarded work.

• Entrants may submit only one piece to only 

one category per contest year.

• AWC Board members are not eligible for any 

categories in this contest.

• Past AWC annual writing contest winners are 

eligible to submit in categories for which they 

haven't previously won.

For complete submission 

instructions, please click HERE

DEADLINE: 
March 20, 2025 at 11:59 pm US Eastern. 

Submissions received after this date will 

automatically be ineligible.

AWARDS:
Winners will be announced at our club meeting 

on May 17, 2025. Each award carries a $300 cash 

prize and a certificate as well as a reception with 

the other award winners and finalists after the 

May meeting.

CONTEST CATEGORIES:
1. Terry Kay Prize for Fiction   (Maximum, 3000 

words) - can be a short story or book 

chapter(s)

2. Rick Bragg Prize for Nonfiction   (Maximum, 

3000 words) - can be a short piece or book 

chapter(s)

3. Natasha Trethewey Prize for Poetry   

(Maximum, 90 lines)

2025 AWC Annual Writing Contest

https://atlantawritersclub.org/regular-membership-2020/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/regular-membership-2020/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/annual-writing-contest/
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AWC Member Book Launch

AWC MEMBER JOHN TURES had his short story "The 
Critic" published by Still Point Arts Quarterly in their Winter 
2024 issue. It's about a student with dreams of being a famous 
author, who reacts badly to a tough critique by a professor. He 
waits a lifetime to get his revenge.

LINK TO READ

CommuterLit published John’s short story "The 
Scholarship" in December as well.

LINK TO READ

To include your book launch, signing, publication, and award 
announcements in a future edition of the eQuill, please send 
an email to Executive Director George Weinstein.

E T C
“Fiction is our laboratory for the impossibilities that exceed our Universe, the infinity that 
casts limited reality in greater relief. Such impossibilities are also of the world because they 
are within us, because they move us, because they embolden or cower us. We never 
experience them directly, not really, not physically, but they enlarge humanity nonetheless. 
We may be confined by the possible, but we are citizens of the unreal.

“Physics asks simple questions: it asks the possible. Fiction asks the hardest from us, the 
impossible. To know the world, we need both.

“Experimentation, in both physics and fiction, is the asking of questions. It is not, however, 
the answering. No experiment can decide knowledge once and for all. Uncertainty always 
remains. There can be, in other words, no end to our experiments, no end to our 
imaginations, in either fiction or physics.”

By Joshua Roebke

https://www.shantiarts.co/SPAQ/SPAQ56/files/tures.pdf
http://commuterlit.com/2024/12/monday-the-scholarship/
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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By N.J. Mastro

Is your manuscript too long? Vivid descriptions 
of character, setting, and in some genres, world 
building, are essential elements that bring your 
novel to life. They also run up word count. 

If you’re an established author or self-publish, 
word count may not be an issue. But if you’re a 
debut author seeking an agent or wish to publish 
traditionally, the length of your manuscript can 
make the difference between landing a contract 
or languishing in query land. 

Articles online suggest 100K or below for most 
genres. For debuts, it’s almost a rule. When I 
queried my first historical fiction novel several 
years ago, my word count hovered around 115K. 
Even though historical fiction can go as high as 
120K, I had a tough time getting anyone to give 
my manuscript a second look. 

The choice of length is yours. But if you’re 
struggling with word count, here are three 
things to try before sending out your next query. 

1.  Trim character and setting descriptions to 
what is essential for readers to really know 
your characters and position them in the 
narrative. 

2.  Bring efficiency to world building. Transport 
readers to another place and time but do so 
in a way that augments rather than takes 
over the story. 

3.  Make sure secondary characters have 
earned their place. If not, reduce their 
number by combining characters or 
eliminating some entirely.

So where did my manuscript end up? Because I 
wanted a traditional publishing contract, I 
applied the above strategies, reduced my count 
to 99K, and had two offers from small traditional 
presses within months. During final editing, the 
count crept up to 105K. Fortunately, my 
publisher didn’t object. My manuscript had 
found a home by then, gaining me much needed 
flexibility in the number of words I needed to tell 
my story.

AWC MEMBER N.J. �NANCY� MASTRO’s 
debut Solitary Walker: A Novel of Mary 
Wollstonecraft will be published in February 2025 
by Black Rose Writing. Besides writing historical 
fiction, Mastro publishes Herstory Revisited, a 
blog specializing in biographical novels about 
women from the past. Follow her at website, 
Facebook , or Instagram

Taming Word Count

https://www.njmastro.com/
https://www.njmastro.com/
https://www.njmastro.com/herstoryrevisited
https://www.njmastro.com/
https://www.facebook.com/njmastro
https://www.instagram.com/nancy.a.mastro/
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Share Your Knowledge of Writing With Other Members

If you want to submit an article for 

consideration,  please email it to AWC Executive 

Director George Weinstein.

■ Your article, with a catchy/provocative/
thought-provoking title, that addresses your 
personal lessons about aspects of the craft 
and/or business of writing, in 300 words or 
less (can be in a Word doc attachment or in 
the body of your email)

■ A profile of you and your book(s) in 50 words 
or less, as well as your website and social 
media links (can be in the same Word doc 
attachment or in the body of your email)

■ Your head-shot and book cover image(s) in 
JPG or PNG format, the higher the 
resolution, the better.

If you submit, expect to get a reply with edits 

and comments and be willing to rewrite 

accordingly. Abide by the word counts; one 

reason publishers and contests reject work is 

that the writer can’t/won’t follow the rules. 

While we want to publish articles by as many of 

our members as possible, we also  need 

these pieces to be uniformly high-quality and 

beneficial so the 6,200+ recipients will look 

forward to reading them month after month.

A caution: this is NOT a chance to tout your 

book(s) and say, “Buy this!” We’re not offering 

billboard space here. Rather, this is an 

opportunity for you to help other writers avoid 

pitfalls and apply successful strategies that 

pertain to the craft and business of writing. 

Naturally, you will cite examples from your 

work. That’s a fine way to let people know you 

have books for sale; we’ll also include a brief bio 

with links, a head-shot and book cover(s) at the 

end of your article. The point is to be respectful 

of your readers, who want knowledge—not 

product placement.

The success of the AWC as a networking resource lies in our 
members' eagerness to support one another. Many of you have 
valuable stories and lessons from your writing journeys that 
deserve to be shared. Why not turn those experiences into a short  
article and submit it for the upcoming issue of the eQuill? By 
doing so, you'll not only help your fellow members learn from 
your successes and challenges, but you'll also earn a publishing 
credit.

Get a Publishing Credit 

Share your knowledge of 
writing with other members

mailto:George@AtlantaWritersClub.org
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The AWC Merch Store Is Now Open On Café Press

Cups, caps, hoodies, shirts, and more items with AWC logos are now 
available for sale on CafePress.com. All purchases help us add more in-person and 
online content and offer even more through our conferences.

Start shopping here: LINK

https://www.cafepress.com/shop/AWC


Pitch Like the Pros - Workshop

Atlanta Writers Club 20

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pitch-like-the-pros-tickets-1091234615109?aff=oddtdtcreator
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TV Scriptwriting Fellowship Program Application Announcement

TV Scriptwriting Fellowship Program Application Announcement

WE ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF THE APPLICATION 
PROCESS for the 2025 Circle M+P - Anarchists United Writers Discovery Fellowship!

Originally launched in 2021, the fifth installment of this highly acclaimed Fellowship 
will continue its partnership with Lilly Wachowski’s foundation. The Fellowship will 
select six to eight writers who have not previously been employed or represented. 
Participants will work toward developing a submission-ready television pilot by 
workshopping them with their paired industry mentors, and be provided a $10,000 
dollar stipend to support their work. Past Fellows have gone on to secure 
representation, staff in writers' rooms, and participate in other esteemed writing 
programs.

Open to applicants of all ethnicities, races, cultural backgrounds, gender identities, 
sexual orientations, and ages, each writer must submit a pilot draft.

Applications for the 2025 Program will open on December 9, 2024 and run through 
January 10, 2025.

Link to Applications Page

ABOUT ANARCHISTS UNITED FOUNDATION
Anarchists United Foundation is a newly formed Non-Profit committed to fostering 
historically underserved voices in Film and Television. Comprised of Anarchists 
United Foundation and its wholly owned subsidiary Anarchists United Studios, 
Anarchists United is dedicated to creating a holistically integrated and sustainable 
economic and artistic ecosystem to support ARTISTRY, DIVERSITY and EQUITY in 
media.

ABOUT CIRCLE MANAGEMENT + PRODUCTION
Circle represents defining artists in film, television, theatre and literature. They 
cultivate talent through exceptional, singular creative works & champion those with 
their own voice, who see the world through their own lens. Across genres, they 
nurture stories with substance, stories that are not afraid to question, to provoke, to 
inspire. They challenge assumptions and realize dreams. They believe that true 
evolution lies in stepping outside the lines. As they guide their clients toward 
compelling opportunities at the edge of their ability and beyond, they're able to 
continually grow and achieve, to define and redefine their artistry.

https://www.anarchists-united.org/programs/writers-discovery-fellowship-program


Litmosphere Open for 

Submissions 
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Georgia Poetry Society 

Calling all poets and spoken word artists! The Georgia Poetry 

Society's first Open Mic for 2025 will take place on Thurs Jan 

16 @ 7PM via Zoom.  

They'll be focusing on the Ekphrastic poetic, which is a poem 

that vividly describes a work of art, such as a painting, sculpture 

or photograph. Bring your words and your verses and the art 

piece that inspired you and share your work, or just join them to 

enjoy the evening's poetic magic! Whether you're a seasoned 

poet or new to the form, the Georgia Poetry Society can’t wait to 

hear your voice. Click here to register today!

 Litmosphere—published by Charlotte Lit Press––is an open submission, paying 

online literary and art journal, published twice a year. We envision Litmosphere as an 

oasis in the desert of long response times and impersonal rejection notes. We strive to 

include a variety of voices, including those historically underrepresented in 

publishing. For this issue we’re accepting submissions from anyone currently residing 

in the U.S., and from U.S. citizens living abroad. If you were published in our most 

recent issue (Fall 2024) please skip this one. Send us flash (fiction and nonfiction), 

poetry, and short prose (fiction and literary nonfiction) via Submittable January 1-31, 

2025 (or until we reach our cap of 300) for the Spring 2025 issue. The journal is free to 

read and there is no fee to submit! Information and guidelines are available here.

O N T H E C O V E R B A R B A R A B R A D F O R D

https://www.georgiapoetrysociety.org/event/january-open-mic-2025/
https://www.charlottelit.org/press/
https://charlottelit.submittable.com/submit
https://www.charlottelit.org/litmosphere/


Creative Residency at the Hambidge Center
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Apply now for the 2025 Summer Residency Session (June - Aug). 

Application deadline: January 15

Open to visual artists, writers, dancers, musicians, ceramicists, arts & cultural 
administrators - creative thinkers of all kinds. Located on 600 acres in the north 
Georgia mountains, each resident has a private studio & living space, with 

communal meals provided four nights a week. Two-week to eight-week self-directed residencies. 

Financial aid and Distinguished Fellowships (provides stipend + fee waiver) are available. No references required. 
Application fee of $30. For all the guidelines and to apply, click here: LINK. Phone: 706-746-5718. 105 Hambidge Court, 
Rabun Gap GA 30568

By Henry 
Chandonnet

AI HAS THE POWER 
TO PUMP OUT 
WORDS IN RECORD 
SPEED. And already, 
that’s substantially 

inflating the book publishing market.

Lovers of LLMs are pushing into the traditional 
publishing system, building their own book-publishing 
entities. They’re jump-starting their own publishing 
imprints, and self-publishing books (often slop) on 
digital marketplaces. The goal here is very often speed: 
Just how many books can these companies publish, and 
how quickly can they do it? But that push for volume 
could threaten the foundation of the book market, 

making it harder for everyday readers to find quality 
works.

How AI inflated book publishing
The new publisher Spines wants to distribute 8,000 
books in 2025. (For reference, legacy publisher Simon & 
Schuster publishes around 2,000 titles annually.) To hit 
this goal, they’ll use AI to tighten the editing and 
distribution process. For a writer with $5,000 on hand, 
Spines could publish your book in under three weeks. 
And, like so many AI companies, they’ve scored a bulky 
seed round of $16 million.
They’re not the only tech-focused imprint opening shop. 
Microsoft launched its own publisher 8080 Books to 
publish science and technology-focused books. While 
the imprint is not specifically AI-focused, it maintains a 
similar goal of speed.

To read the entire the article, click here: LINK

How AI Is Accelerating and Devaluing Book Publishing

Faith-Based 

Publishers 

Conference

https://www.hambidge.org/guidelines-apply
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/11/style/ai-search-slop.html
https://www.thebookseller.com/news/new-publisher-spines-aims-to-disrupt-industry-by-using-ai-to-publish-8000-books-in-2025-alone
https://www.thebookseller.com/news/new-publisher-spines-aims-to-disrupt-industry-by-using-ai-to-publish-8000-books-in-2025-alone
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2024/nov/21/microsoft-launches-imprint-to-speed-up-traditional-book-publishing
https://www.fastcompany.com/91236515/how-ai-is-accelerating-and-devaluing-book-publishing
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GCPL January Author Talks

Adult Services
Author Talks

Author Talk with Leara Rhodes
January 13 | 12 pm | Peachtree Corners Branch

Join author Leara Rhodes as she discusses her historical novel Spancil
Hill. Books will be available for sale and signing.

Author Talk with Jennifer Moorman
January 24 | 12 pm | Lawrenceville Branch

Join bestselling author Jennifer Moorman, as she discusses her newest
book The Vanishing of Josephine Reynolds. Books will be available for
sale and signing.

Author Talk with Clint Smith
January 31 | 12 pm | Buford Branch

Join history author Clint Smith as he discusses his book The Georgia Air
National Guard. Books will be available for sale and signing.

DISCOVER MORE & REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS:
WWW.GWINNETTPL.ORG/ADULTSERVICES

http://www.gwinnettpl.org/ADULTSERVICES


Atlanta Author Series - Will Carter Jan 11
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AWC Members Editor Directory

For the editors listed below, please consider selecting a few and getting a quote for 

how much some of them would charge to edit a sample (e.g., 20-50 pages)--some 

charge by the page (e.g., $3-$5/page), others by the word (e.g., $.01-$.05/word)--

and define what kind of edit you want (developmental versus line-editing, or both). 

Then make your selection (consider picking two, for comparison purposes) and see if 

you like the job either editor did on that small portion of your manuscript before 

committing to having your whole book edited by that person.  

The AWC maintains this 
directory In an effort to 
assist AWC members with 
editor options for consid-
eration; however, the 
AWC does not endorse 
the individuals in this di-
rectory and is not liable 
for any member’s experi-
ences with these editors. 

MJ BIGGS
Email        Website

Content editing, line editing, copy 
editing, proofreading, and book 
coaching for all fiction genres.

I’ve worked as a copywriter and 
editor in corporate settings for over 
10 years and have won numerous 
regional and national awards for 
my marketing content. In 2022, 
shortly after publishing my literary 
fiction novel, A Wonderful Place to 
Die, I started my own book editing 
business, Night Owl Fiction. I’m 
open to all fiction genres and do 
not shy away from heavy or difficult 
topics. Email me for more details 
on services and pricing. 

BOBBIE CHRISTMAS
Zebra Communications: Excellent 
editing for maximum marketability
Email    Website

Fiction: Mainstream, science 
fiction, paranormal, romance, 
action adventure, fantasy, 
suspense/thriller, mystery, young 
adult, biographical novel, historical 
fiction, and more. Nonfiction: 
Memoir, biography, autobiography, 
self-help, travelogue, essays, and 
more.

When you hire me, you hire a 
professional with more than 50 
years of experience. After 27 years 

of editing and writing newspapers, 
magazines, and corporate 
communications, I founded Zebra 
Communications in 1992 to 
specialize in editing fiction and 
nonfiction. You and your 
manuscript will be treated with 
kindness yet honesty. I’ve edited 
books for seven publishing houses, 
so I know what publishers and 
readers want. My services and 
pricing are listed on my website.

KAY HUNT
Email

Available for editing: Adventure, 
women’s fiction, fantasy, historical 
fiction

I have over 20 years in print 
production and graphics, 
proofreading annual reports, 
business brochures and related 
materials, catalogs, and advertising 
copy. I have six years of freelance 
experience proofreading/copy 
editing website pages and blogs for 
service industry businesses. 
Additionally, as a freelancer, I have 
copy-edited two novels as well as 
made some structural edits.

JUDITH KOLBERG
Email        Website

404-226-1381
Nonfiction Genres:  lifestyle, 
health, business, personal growth, 

self-help, memoir, spiritual, 
inspiration, and narrative non-
fiction.
I am an experienced developmental 
editor with fifteen years of 
experience bringing multiple 
authors to publication. I specialize 
in content editing which includes 
structure, clarity, interest, flow, 
segue, overall readability and other 
writing elements that make for a 
fantastic reader’s experience. 
Perfect for writers in need of a 
rigorous, honest, and 
compassionate first-reader or for 
authors at any level seeking a 
collaborative, effective editing 
process designed to fit their 
schedule and budget. Confidential 
ghost-writing services available. 

JANIE MILLS
Email       Website

Available for editing: query letters, 
science fiction, memoir, Southern 
fiction, YA fantasy, sports fiction, 
apocalyptic, detective/crime 
fiction, soft erotica

I have a master’s degree in English 
(Creative Writing) and have been a 
full-time editor for five years. I 
believe in understanding an 
author’s voice and putting in the 
work to get it right. I am blessed 
with my editing talent and am 
pleased to offer affordable, yet 
professional, editing services.

mailto:nightowl1471@gmail.com
https://www.nightowlfiction.com
mailto:Bobbie@zebraeditor.com
https://www.zebraeditor.com/
mailto:kayhunt1@gmail.com
mailto:judith@judithkolberg.com
https://Judithkolberg.com
mailto:alliancebookediting@gmail.com
https://www.alliancebookediting.com/
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continued from previous page

CHRIS NEGRON
Email       Website

Available for query letter consults, 
developmental editing

Author of the middle grade novels 
Dan Unmasked (July 2020) and The 
Last Super Chef (July 2021), both 
from HarperCollins, available for 
editing novels of all genres, but 
with a particular focus on middle 
grade and contemporary fiction for 
adults and teens as well. Novel 
editing price proposed after review 
of sample chapter(s). Single-page 
query letter feedback available for 
$50 / query.

JOE RENDACE
Email Website

Screenplays - All genres
SCREENPLAY REVIEWS: $99. Think 
your script is ready? It's probably 
not. Receive professional notes on 
your plot/structure/ characters/
dialogue. I have written over a half 
a dozen screenplays, published two 
novels and run two active podcasts. 
I also have spent time as a script 
reader for a NY movie production 
house. Please sign up on 
JoeRendace.com.

STEPHANIE SIEGEL
Email       Website

Final editing available for 
nonfiction (especially health for 
general audiences). 

I read literature and am trying to 
write it. But most of my career was 
spent writing newspaper articles 
(12 years) or editing them (12 
years). My eagle eye for details 
such as unanswered questions, 

unsupported statements, and 
inconsistencies made me a valued 
copy editor at CNN.com, The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 
WebMD, and the CDC.

ERIC SCARANTINO
Email
Genre Fic�on, Developmental Edi�ng, 
Line Edi�ng, Proofreading, Query 
Le�ers, Synopses and Outlines. 
All genres welcome.

Professional editor with over a year of 
experience. I studied English locally at 
UWG and interned as a staff editor for 
LURe, an academic publisher, and have 
provided my edi�ng services and 
educa�onal content to the 
Carrollton Writer's Guild for over three 
years. My current clients are primarily 
Adult Fantasy and Middle Grade 
writers. If interested, send me a sample 
of 1,000 words and I'll edit them for 
free along with a quote.

MARI ANN STEFANELLI
The Writer’s High, LLC: Take your 
writing to a higher level with 
experienced, professional editing.
Email       Website

Specialty areas: memoir and 
narrative nonfiction; mystery, 
thriller, romance, fantasy, women’s 
fiction, and commercial fiction; 
book proposals and query letters.

A former public relations 
professional, I’ve specialized in 
developmental and line editing 
since 2014. Editorial assessments 
honor your voice and vision; all 
communication is shared in a 
respectful, encouraging manner. 
I’m a coordinator for the Georgia 
chapter, Editorial Freelancers 
Association, and founded the 

Writer’s High Retreat, an inspiring 
weekend retreat featuring literary 
luminaries such as Winston Groom, 
Cassandra King, and Patti Callahan 
Henry. Read more about me and 
my services HERE.

DAVE SWAN
Email       Linkedin
Nonfiction topics: Politics, defense, 
foreign affairs, crime and legal 
issues, education, taxes, music, 
film, humor, relationships, and 
writing about writing.

My experience: As a journalist and 
all-around communicator, I've 
edited news and information on a 
wide range of issues for audiences 
all over the world. One of my 
specialties is presenting complex 
subjects in plain, hard-hitting 
language. I can help you shape your 
story from the beginning or 
proofread your final draft. My goal 
is to make YOUR voice as powerful 
and compelling as it can be.

 A.E. WILLIAMS
Email        Website

Genres I edit: fantasy, sci-fi, horror, 
thriller, screenplays, comic book 
scripts, memoir, and various 
nonfiction topics
Bio: My name is A.E. Williams. I run 
an editorial firm, A.E. Williams 
Editorial. My clients are oftentimes 
independent authors for which I 
perform copyediting, 
developmental editing, and line 
editing. I am also a freelance 
copyeditor with Hachette Book 
Group. If interested in working with 
me, please email a 1,000-word 
sample and I will complete it for 
free. In my response I will provide 
your edited sample, testimonials, 
rates, resume, and a list of recent 
projects.

If you are an AWC member, offer editing services, and want to add your information to this directory, please 
send an email to AWC Executive Director and Acting President George Weinstein  with the following 
information: Your name, Your email address, Your website (if available), The fiction genres and/or nonfiction 

topics you have experience editing, & a brief statement detailing your editing experience of 75 words or less.

mailto:chris@chrisnegron.com
https://chrisnegron.com/
mailto:Jrendace@hotmail.com
https://www.JoeRendace.com
mailto:siegel@consultant.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/eagleeyesiegel
mailto:EricScarantino@gmail.com
mailto:mariann@thewritershigh.com
https://www.thewritershigh.com
https://thewritershigh.com.
mailto:davesedits2@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dsswan/
mailto:ae@crazednovelist.com
mailto:ae@crazednovelist.com
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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1. Take a picture of where you write. Don't 

clean it up, show us the natural 

environment where you make the magic. 

You can be in the shot, or not.

2. Send the picture to awc.member.

services@gmail.com with "My Creative 

Space" in the subject line.

3. Keep watching the Atlanta Writers Club 

Facebook page and Instagram page and 

when you are featured, share it with the 

world.

Free Online Promotion

PHOTOGRAPH YOUR WORKPLACE

FREE INTERNET PROMOTION FOR AWC MEMBERS

The Atlanta Writers Club website offers Free Promotion. We're 
now featuring a page where AWC members can promote their 
latest publication: SEE IT HERE

Current Atlanta Writers Club members are invited to add/update 
their listing: please email your head-shot, book (or other 
publication) cover, and website URL to AWC Executive Director
George Weinstein.

mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com
mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com
https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-success/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-success/
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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Online #1 OPEN
Fiction & narrative non-
fiction. Meets on 2nd & 4th

Wednesday of the month via 
Zoom, 2pm.  Contact: 
Kelley Cody-Grimm 

Online #2 WAIT LIST
Fiction only. Ongoing. Please 
submit 100 pages for vetting. 
Contact: Linh Pham 

Online #3 WAIT LIST
Speculative fiction for 
complete ms or short stories. 
Meets every 2nd & 4th wed., 
8-10pm. Contact:
 Xander Jon Dĳk

Online #4 WAIT LIST
All Genres 1st and 3rd 
Mondays of the month, at 
7:00pm  Contact: Gail Lash

Online #5 WAIT LIST
Short Stories Every 2nd 

Thursday  at 1pm. 
Contact: Pat Bowen

Online #6 WAIT LIST
Young Adult & Middle Grade 
Fiction Work. Contact:  
Brad Scott

Online #7 WAIT LIST
Screenwriting (email for 
details) 1st & 3rd Friday of 
every month at 7pm via 
ZOOM. Contact: Liz Irland

O����� #8 OPEN
All genres. Writing group with 
preselected prompts, writing 
time, sharing time, & brief 
critiques. First Thursday of 
month at 7pm and the last 
Sunday of month at 2pm.
Contact Malaika Simmons

Online #9 WAIT LIST
Romance 1st and 3rd

Tuesdays, 7-8pm using 
Google Meets. Contact:
Olga Jackson

Online #10 WAIT LIST
We study books about the 
craft of writing together. Each 
member is expected to: 1) 
read the portion of the book 
assigned each week and 2) 
Come prepared with 
whatever exercise we agree 

to each week. We meet 
every Tuesday from 
9 to 11 am. Contact: 
Malaika Simmons

Online #11 OPEN
Publishing/Marketing for self-
publishing authors. Meets 
virtually on 1st Thursday of 
each month, 7pm. Contact:
Mae Baum

Online #12 OPEN
Writer’s support group - 
psychology of writing, 
rejection, etc. Meets 1st & 3rd

Wednesdays @ 7pm. 
Contact: Matt Johnson

Online #13 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi, Fantasy, & Horror. 
Meeting online every other 
Tues @ 7pm. Contact:
Nancy Fletcher

Online #14 WAIT LIST
Adult Fiction Online, every 
other Thursday, 7-9 pm.
Contact: Susanne Fincher

Online #15 WAIT LIST
Fiction 1st Saturday of each 
month at 9:30am. Contact:
Perry Powell

GREEN groups are OPEN; RED groups are FULL

mailto:kelleycodygrimm@gmail.com
mailto:info@linhphambooks.com
mailto:xanderjondijk@gmail.com
mailto:drgail@tourismforpeace.com
mailto:woodsgal@hotmail.com
mailto:woodsgal@hotmail.com
mailto:llzireland@gmail.com
mailto:malaika.r.simmons@gmail.com
mailto:olga.jackson.author@gmail.com
mailto:mstaten4@gmail.com
mailto:baum.mae@gmail.com
mailto:mwjohnson19@gmail.com
mailto:ncfletcher50@gmail.com
mailto:sfincher@mindspring.COM
mailto:perryleepowell@comcast.net
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Online #16 OPEN
All genres Meetings are 
virtual via Zoom every other 
Monday at 5pm. Members 
exchange drafts twice 
monthly for critiquing. 
Contact: Jeremy Logan

Online #17 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi and Fantasy Online 
using Google Meet, 2nd and 
4th Tuesday each month at 
7pm. Contact: Abigail Biles

O����� #18 WAIT LIST
Fantasy and Science Fiction
Meetings are on Sunday, 9-
11 a.m. every other week, 
with work sent to Nathaniel 
ahead of time. Contact:
Nathaniel Chaney 

Online #19 OPEN
Memoir. Meets on 2nd & 4th

Thursdays at 7pm. Contact:  
Chetan Sanker

Online #20 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual 
meetings are every other 
Tuesday, 7-8 pm. Contact: 
Daniel Cozart

Online #21 WAIT LIST 
Poetry group for six experi-
enced poets, published/
seeking publication. Meets 
weekly via Zoom on Tues-
days from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 
p.m. Poems to be shared on 

Google Drive & reviewed be-
fore each session. Send 3 po-
ems to Rick Rohdenburg

Online #22 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual 
meetings are every other 
Tuesday, 7-8 pm. Contact 
Daniel Cozart

Online #23 WAIT LIST
Study/Critique Group open to 
all levels of writers and all 
genres. The Storywrighters 
group meets online every 
other Thursday at 5 PM ET 
to explore well-regarded writ-
ing craft books and support 
each other as we apply what 
we learn to our work. Our 
current study is The Emo-
tional Craft of Fiction: How to 
Write the Story Beneath the 
Surface by Donald Maass. 
Contact: Mary Thornton

Online #24 OPEN
All genres but with focus on 
self-publishing authors. 
Meets virtually on 1st & 3rd

Wednesday of each month 
from 12pm to 12:45.
Contact: J.M. Tompkins

Online #25 OPEN
Picture book authors & au-
thor/illustrators interested in 
crafting stories. Virtual meet-
ings on Google Meet, 1st & 
3rd Thursdays at 7-9pm. Con-
tact: Kelley Likes.

Online #26 OPEN
Fantasy and Romantasy. 

Meets virtually every Thurs-
day at 7pm. Contact: 
Jesslyn Parrish

Online #27 OPEN
Horror and thriller, novellas, 
short stories. Meets on 2nd & 
4th Thursdats 6-8pm. Con-
tact: Sean Stapleton

Atlanta Northside OPEN
SciFi but open to other types 
of speculative fiction. Meet-
ings every second Saturday 
of the month at the Fellini’s 
Pizza in Buckhead @ 11 AM. 
Contact: Joe Lamb

Atlanta/South Brookhaven 
OPEN 
Literary fiction. Meets in 
person at pre-selected 
location, 7-9pm every other 
Tues. We’ll discuss 
preshared excerpts and pre-
meeting critiques. (L������ �� 10)
C������: Jim Trueblood

Atlanta/Southside OPEN
Young adult & Middle Grade 
Fiction. Meets Mondays or 
Tuesdays @ 6:30pm. 
Contact Jessica Harlan

Atlanta/Virginia Highlands 
OPEN
Fiction writers with a creative 
writing degree or history of 
publication.  Meets once a 
month usually from 1 to 3 pm 
at a coffee shop. 
Contact: Dawn Abeita

Decatur/Emory OPEN
Fantasy, Sci-Fi, Horror. Meet 

mailto:jeremylogan.author@gmail.com
mailto:abigailbiles@gmail.com
mailto:chaneywrites@gmail.com
mailto:chetanssankar@gmail.com
mailto:danielbrcozart@gmail.com
mailto:Rohdenburgs@gmail.com
mailto:danielbrcozart@gmail.com
mailto:thorntma@gmail.com
mailto:jmtompkins@creativityuntamed.com
mailto:kelleymlikes@live.com
mailto:jesslynparrish@gmail.com
mailto:sean.stapleton2@gmail.com
mailto:vines62@gmail.com
mailto:jim.trueblood@mailcan.com
mailto:jessica.harlan@gmail.com
mailto:Abeitahouse@gmail.com
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every two weeks, time and 
location TBD. To discuss 
pre-shared excerpts of 
around 5000 words, for 
constructive feedback.
Contact: Eric Reinders

Dunwoody OPEN
Memoir and Narrative 
nonfiction. Discuss 
publishing paths, marketing 
plans, & network growth. In-
person meetings on the third 
Saturday of each month 
before the AWC meetings, 
starting at 12:05 p.m.
Contact: May Spangler 

D’woody/Sandy Springs #1 
OPEN
Advanced Writers in Thriller/
Mystery/Suspense Meet on 
the Meeting on 2nd and 4th

Thursday each month at 
7pm. Must have completed 
MS. To apply, send Bill a 
short bio & first chapter.
Bill Robbins

D’woody/Sandy Springs #2 
WAIT LIST
Speculative fiction (novels 
and short stories). Meets 
every other Wednesday, 
6:30pm. Usually at  a 
restaurant. Contact: 
Calvin Clark 

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction-All Genres. Thursday 
evening, once a month, 6-8 
p.m. In a restaurant/coffee 
shop. Contact: 
Emilee McWilliams

Online/In-person 
Dunwoody, Duluth OPEN
Science Fiction, Space 
Opera, & Fantasy. Online file 
sharing. In-Person before/
after AWC meeting. 
Podcasts. Contact: 
Lisa Cooper

Lilburn WAIT LIST
All Genres. Meets on 3rd

Thursday of each  month at 
Mountain Park Library, 1210 
Pounds Rd., Lilburn, GA 
30047 @ 6:30pm. Contact: 
Laura Sellers

Hall County OPEN
Literary/Upmaret Fiction. 
Meets at member’s home in 
Flowery Brranch on 2nd 
Saturday each month at 
9:30am. Contact: 
Cait Petterson

Marietta 1 WAIT LIST
All genres. Meets at 
member’s house 1st & 3rd 
Tues. 6:30-8:00pm. Contact: 
Linda Sullivan

Marietta 2 OPEN
All genres and experience 
levels. 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, 6-7 p.m. at Switzer 
Library. Meet other creatives, 
brainstorm ideas, work on 
writing prompts, and learn 
about the craft. Contact: 
Anna Frantz or 
(770) 528-2366

Marietta/East Cobb #2 
OPEN
All genres.2nd Thursday of 
every month at 2:00PM in 
the East Cobb Library 
community room (4880 
Lower Roswell Rd.) Contact: 
Margaret Richlin 

Roswell WAIT LIST
All genres. Every Tuesday 6-
8pm at Scooters in West 
Roswell. Contact: 
George Weinstein

Sandy Springs WAIT LIST
Fiction & N/F (Please 
indicate what you are writing, 
any published work, and 
expectations.) Saturdays 
except when AWC meets, 
2:00-4:00 PM in member's 
home or virtual.  Contact: 
Jerry Weiner.

Membership in the Atlanta Writers Club entitles members to participate in 
or start their own AWC-sponsored writing and critique groups, where you 
and your colleagues can help each other improve your writing craft. 

Above is the current list of active AWC writing/critique groups. If you have any 
questions about any of these groups, or if you would like to start your own group, 
please contact Officer Emeritus George Weinstein.

O N T H E C O V E R B A R B A R A B R A D F O R D

mailto:ereinde@emory.edu
mailto:may.spangler@comcast.net
mailto:brobbins@robbinslaw.com
mailto:calvinclark@yahoo.com
mailto:emileemcwilliams@gmail.com
http://Podcasts.https://sciencefictionwriting.substack.com/p/writing-science-fiction-and-fantasy#details
mailto:lisacoopervista@gmail.com
mailto:lsellers1942@gmail.com
mailto:caito89@gmail.com
mailto:lindasullivan3@gmail.com
mailto:frantza@cobbcat.org
mailto:Margaret.Richlin@cobbcounty.org
mailto:gjweinstein@yahoo.com
mailto:jerry@jerryweiner.com
mailto:caito89@gmail.com
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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Membership Information

• You will receive an e-mail from the system 

(showing Executive Director George 

Weinstein’s (e-mail address ) one month 

before your membership expiration date. 

• If you haven't renewed within a week, you 

will receive another e-mail every seven days, 

with a final e-mail one week from expiration. 

• If the expiration date for your membership 

passes without renewal, the system will mark 

your membership as expired. 

• It is a good e-mail practice to check your 

spam/junk folder to see if any legitimate e-

mail has been misfiled there, possibly 

including the email you'll receive from  

George prior to the expiration of your 

membership.

The AWC has an automated system for tracking 

memberships and alerting members when it's 

time to renew. 

Without your continued support of the Atlanta 

Writers Club we would not be able to bring fabu-

lous speakers to our meetings nor provide gener-

ous cash awards for our annual writing contest.

I� ��� ��� ��������� � ������… M��������� B�������…

• Monthly Meetings.

• Periodic Workshops. 

• Twice-Yearly Atlanta Writers Conference. 

• Annual Atlanta Self-Publishing Conference.

• Critique Groups. 

• Writing Contest With Cash Prizes And Publication.  

• Opportunities To Sell Your Books. 

• Free Tickets To Author Events. 

• Free Monthly Newsletter

• Free Book Promotions

mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
https://www.atlantawritersclub.org/membership.html.
mailto:george@atlantawritingclub.org
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Membership Form
New Membership

Renewal

Name

Email Address Phone

Street Address

City, State, ZIP

AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES

One-Year Membership 60.00$      $

One-Year Student 10.00$      $

Five-Year Membership 250.00$    $

Lifetime Membership 499.00$    $

FAMILY MEMBERS (Enter names below) Number of

Family Members - One Year 30.00$      $

Family Members - One-Year Student 10.00$      $

Family Members - Five Year 125.00$    $

Family Members - Lifetime 250.00$    $

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

AWC General Fund $

AWC Scholarship Fund $

TOTAL Make checks payable to Atlanta Writers Club $

Mail your check and this form to: Atlanta Writers Club

c/o Jerry Weiner, Treasurer

8080 Jett Ferry Road

Atlanta, GA 30350

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Yes! I would like to become an AWC Volunteer

Monthly Meetings Conferences Other

Family Members

Name

Email Address Phone

Name

Email Address Phone

Membership Form

Book Festivals


