
Monthly Meeting August 17th
Atlanta Writers Club - founded 1914, we are a social
and educational club where local writers meet to dis-
cuss the craft and business of writing. We also
sponsor contests for our members and host expert
speakers from the worlds of writing, publishing, and
entertainment
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17

Meeting

August 17 - AWC Monthly Mee�ng & Mixer In-Person at Georgia State University:
Perimeter College - Dunwoody Campus for Members and First-Time Guests,

1:00-5:00 pm Eastern

Speaker #1 - Bernail Fluellen: Topic TBD

Speaker #2 - Gerald Coleman - Wri�ng the Black Fantas�c:
Who Gets to Be the Hero
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Stay Connected to AWC

(1893–1957) She was an English crime novelist, playwright, translator, and critic.
She initially worked as an advertising copywriter before achieving financial
independence as an author. Her contributions to detective fiction extended beyond
mere puzzles, emphasizing character development and depth. Her personal life was
filledwith tension, heartbreak, and secrecy, but she remained committed to her faith
and her creative pursuits.

You’ll find her name hidden in plain sight—two places—in this newsletter.
Neither the authors on the cover nor their books are intended as an endorsement

by theAWC, its officers, or its members.
Gene Bowen, eQuill Publisher

Cover
Author
Clues

https://twitter.com/atlwritersclub
https://www.instagram.com/atlantawritersclub/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/
mailto:george@atlantawritingclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/AtlantaWritersClub/
https://bookshop.org/shop/AWC


Atlanta Writers Club 4Atlanta Writers Club 4

A Message from the President

AWC President Jill Evans is a
computer nerd by trade, website
designer, photographer and
writer. Her work in progress is a
novel that combines her love of
art, intrigue and history.You can
follow her on Instagram at
@jillevanswriter and find out
more at www.jillevans.com.

“Once it all comes to a halt it’s so
hard to get back into the swing

of things.”

Out of Control
This spring we finally addressed a
long overdue yard project.We live
on a hill and had a trifecta of
problems: a cracked, sinking
driveway, rotting retaining walls,
and a front walkway I feared would
avalanche into the street any day
taking an unsuspectingAmazon
delivery person with it.We wrote
some hefty checks and had the
needed work done. In the process,
the landscape company installed
some beautiful plants.Then June
came. No rain June. Above 90
degrees every day June. Nothing
grew except for weeds. Life got
busy, and the prospect of yanking
them out of hard, dry soil in the
broiling heat didn’t quite appeal. The
weeds laughed at us as everything
got completely out of control.

While life made other plans, my
writing also faltered. Busyness took

over my schedule and psyche, and
none of my writing projects
progressed.Once it all comes to a
halt it’s so hard to get back into the
swing of things.Where was I with
research?What was I thinking for
plot movement? Never mind. It’s
much easier to read a book. (I
finished and highly recommend
Forty Autumns by NinaWilner, The
Zhivago Affair by Peter Finn and
Petra Couvée and Love at First by
Kate Clayborn.)

In a twist no one ever expects for
Atlanta in late July, the highs are
now in the mid 80s. And the rains
came.We’ve been getting out and
gradually tackling the weeds. And,
since my brain doesn’t feel like
molten lava, I picked the writing

back up, stuttering and tripping
along.

If you haven’t read Bird by Bird by
Anne Lamott, grab it now. It’s a
classic in the world of writing, and
inspiration I needed to reinvoke in
my quicksand state. Get started, or
restarted. Gain momentum by doing
one small thing at a time, and before
you know it, you’re done, or at least
further down the road.Of course,
Anne Lamott says all this much
more eloquently.

It’s easy to think all is lost when
progress screeches to a halt.
Gardening has taught me that plants
are hardy and resilient. Clear out the
weeds, give a weak plant a little
love, and it will flourish. I think
creativity is the same.We consider
giving up, but the writing soul
remembers. No hard reset needed.
We just need to nudge creativity
back into motion, keep at it, and
imagination will grant us its reward.

https://www.jillevans.com
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Help the Atlanta Writers Club Grow

DONATE NOWANDHELPTHEAWCGROW

The IRS has awarded theAtlantaWriters Club 501(c)(3) status as a nonprofit

organization, so you can make tax-deductible donations to the club!

We have a special donation link set up in support of our 2025Townsend Prize for

Fiction, which honors the best literary novel by aGeorgia author in 2023-2024.

Click here to donate and support:

• Scholarships for AWCmemberships and conference attendance for those in

need.

• Expansion of our programming.

• Endowment of our monthly meeting speakerships.

• Building fund to provide a permanent home for theAWC to enable weekly

learning and networking activities.

All gifts are appreciated.

If your employer offers matching dona�ons, please contact your HR department for

details/forms and let us know if we can provide AWC informa�on to you.

Thank you for your support of theAtlantaWriters Club!

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/townsend-prize-for-fiction-donation-page
https://atlantawritersclub.org/donation/
mailto:mailto:George@AtlantaWritersClub.org
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July Meeting Photos & Link

Meeting Photos by Phil Fasone, Patrick Scullin, and Deborah Dunatov

View all meeting photos here: LINK

https://atlantawritersclub.smugmug.com/CLUB-MEETINGS/2024-July-20th-Club-Meeting


Photo by Vino Wong
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AG
EN

DA
for AWC Members and
First-Time GuestsAugust 17 AWC In-person Meeting

August 17th Atlanta Writers Club Meeting for AWC Members and First-Time Visitors

August 17, 12:45 p.m.-4:15 p.m. at Georgia State University: Perimeter College -
Dunwoody Campus, 2101 Womack Rd, Dunwoody, GA 30338, Building N-C auditorium.
(If you're not on our mailing list, use the form here to add yourself so you will get
any updates about this meeting.)

This meeting may be recorded; if so, the recording link will be shared in the following
month's eQuill newsletter.

12:45-1:30 p.m. Nosh and Networking Mixer for members and first-time visitors in
the cafe

� Please arrive for our meeting as early as 12:45 so you can check in, and then
join everyone for a meet and greet opportunity with genre tables to build your
network and make new friends.

1:30-1:45 p.m. AWC announcements and upcoming events with AWC President Jill
Evans
1:45 p.m.-2:45 p.m. Speaker #1 - Bernail Fluellen: TBD
2:45 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Book signing for Bernail Fluellen
3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Speaker #2 - Gerald Coleman - Writing the Black Fantastic: Who
Gets to Be the Hero
4:00-4:15 p.m. Book signing for Gerald Coleman

BERNAIL FLUELLEN is a creative at heart who loves expressing creativity
through faith, speaking, writing, coaching, consulting, art and creative
designs. From a child, she started crafting basic designs, doodling and
journaling as often as she could find a pen or pencil. In grade school, she
had the opportunity to enter her craft designs in the National Fair and to
her surprise I placed 1st/2nd, winning a monetary prize. If you asked her
what she wanted to become growing up she’d always say a fashion
designer, but surprisingly she chose a different route. She received a
Bachelor of Science inAgricultural Sciences with a concentration in Food
Science.With over 13 years in CorporateAmerica as a leader in quality
assurance within a Fortune 500 company, Bernail decided to use her
business acumen as a steppingstone to launch BeFaith Inspirations, LLC.
BeFaith Inspirations is a creative brand for women and girls, helping them
dream purposefully and live life inspired through tech-friendly sustainable
designs.

GERALD L. COLEMAN is a philosopher, theologian, poet, and Science
Fiction & Fantasy author. He did his undergraduate work in philosophy,
English, and religious studies, followed by a master’s degree in theology.
He is the author of the Epic Fantasy novel series,TheThreeGifts, which
currently includes,When Night Falls (BookOne), A Plague of Shadows
(BookTwo), and the upcomingWhenChaos Reigns (BookThree). His
speculative fiction has appeared in:TheCyberfunkAnthology:TheCity, the
Roaring LionAnthology: Rococoa, theUrban FantasyAnthology:Terminus
andTerminus 2, the 2019 JordanConAnthology:YouWant Stories?, Dark

https://atlantawritersclub.org/contact/
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Universe: Bright Empire, Cyberfunk! by MVMedia,
the JordanCon 2022Anthology: Neither Endings Nor
Beginnings,Whether Change:The RevolutionWill Be
Weird, the upcoming Spacefunk, and the Locust
Award nominatedYear’s Best African Speculative
Fiction (2022). His essays appear in the Polish
languageCon-Magazine: KONwersacje, Apex
Magazine 127, and the Hugo nominated Fanzine:
Journey Planet. His poetry has appeared in: Pluck!
The Journal of AffrilachianArts &Culture, Drawn to
Marvel: Poems FromTheComic Books, Pine
Mountain Sand &GravelVol. 18, Black Bone
Anthology, the 10thAnniversary Issue of Diode
Poetry Journal, About Place Journal, Star*lineVol.
43, Issue 4, and the #1 bestsellerThis is the Honey:
AnAnthology of Contemporary Black Poets.

He has been aGuest Author at DragonCon, Boskone,
Blacktasticon, JordanCon, Atlanta Science Fiction &
Fantasy Expo, SOBSFCon,TheOuter Dark
Symposium,World Horror Con, Imaginarium,
Multiverse,Weird Bites, NECON, and aGuest Poet/
Lecturer at Berea College, University of Kentucky,

Centre College (Governor’s School), Transylvania
University,Western Carolina University, UNC
Charlotte, Florissant College, KenyonCollege,
RandolphCollege, the Carnegie Center for Literacy
and Learning, and the Martin Luther King Jr. Cultural
Center.

He’s served as a Scholastic NationalWriting Juror, is a
Co-founder of theAffrilachian Poets, an SFWA
member, a RhyslingAward Nominee, and a Fellow at
the Black Earth Institute. His newest releases include
a collection of SF&F short stories entitled, From
Earth and Sky, and a collection of poems andmicro-
essays entitledOn the Black Hand Side.You can find
him atGeraldcoleman.com.

OnAugust 17, Gerald will be discussing his journey to
writing black speculative fiction, what his exigencies
are, why he choose “the Black Fantastic” over the
label “Afrofuturism,” and what’s important about
who gets to be the hero in the stories we tell.



Share Your Knowledge of Writing With Other Members

If you want to submit an article for consideration,

please email the following toAWC Executive Director

GeorgeWeinstein.

■ Your article, with a catchy/provocative/thought-provoking
title, that addresses your personal lessons about aspects of
the craft and/or business of writing, in 300 words or less (can
be in aWord doc attachment or in the body of your email)

■ A profile of you and your book(s) in 50 words or less, as well
as your website and social media links (can be in the same
Word doc attachment or in the body of your email)

■ Your head-shot and book cover image(s) in JPG or PNG
format, the higher the resolution, the better.

If you submit, expect to get a reply with edits and comments and

be willing to rewrite accordingly. Abide by the word counts; one

reason publishers and contests reject work is that the writer

can’t/won’t follow the rules.While we want to publish articles by

as many of our members as possible, we also need

these pieces to be uniformly high-quality and beneficial so the

6,200+ recipients will look forward to reading themmonth after

month.

A caution: this is NOT a chance to tout your book(s) and say,

“Buy this!”We’re not offering billboard space here. Rather, this is

an opportunity for you to help other writers avoid pitfalls and

apply successful strategies that pertain to the craft and business

of writing. Naturally, you will cite examples from your work.

That’s a fine way to let people know you have books for sale;

we’ll also include a brief bio with links, a head-shot and book

cover(s) at the end of your article.The point is to be respectful of

your readers, who want knowledge—not product placement.

What makes the AWC

such a successful

networking resource

for our members is our

willingness to assist

others. Many of our

members have stories

and lessons to share

from their writing

journeys. Put those

experiences in an

article and submit

them for consideration

in an upcoming issue

of the eQuill. Not only

will you be helping

your fellow members

learn from your

triumphs and

mistakes, but you also

will get a publishing

credit.

Get a Publishing Credit
O N T H E C O V E R D O R O T H Y S A Y E R S

mailto:George@AtlantaWritersClub.org
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In 2024, we are offering two separate quarterly webinar series toAWCmembers. Each series is $50 total and will
grant you live online access via Zoom on the date of each quarterly webinar as well as a link to the recording for each
one, in case you're unable to attend the live presentation or want to watch it again. Each recording will be retained
online, so if you register after one or more of the webinars are held, you will still be able to view the ones youmissed.
You will also receive any handout(s) created for each webinar in the series.

The $50 cost for each series will help to pay for the speaker's honorarium as well as contribute to theAtlantaWriters
Club's reserve for scholarships, support of literary activities, and our building fund.

If you are not yet anAtlantaWriters Club member but want to register for one or both webinar series, you will have
the option to addAWCmembership to your total.You will then also be able to attend our monthly in-person
meetings at no charge, participate in our critique groups, enter our contests, and register for periodic standalone
online workshops offered free to members.

QuarterlyWebinar Series with LorinOberweger ($50)

LORIN OBERWEGER is a highly sought-after independent book editor and ghostwriter with
almost thirty years’ experience in publishing. Her company, Free Expressions, offers intensive,
deep craft workshops nationwide. She’s also known for her one-on-one story
mastermind session for writers of all genres of fiction and creative nonfiction. In 2023, Lorin's
webinars for theAWCwere consistently the most popular online educational experiences we
offered. Note that she will not be doing critiques this year.

Lorin's 2024Webinars: (each one at 7 pm Eastern)
1. February 21, 2024:What the Heck Is Agency?
2. May 22, 2024: Emotional Storytelling and Deep Point ofView
3. August 21, 2024: Keeping theWind inYour Sails: How toGive, Get, and

Work with Feedback
4. November 20, 2024: Reimagining Revision

QuarterlyWebinar Series with DianeCallahan ($50)

DIANE CALLAHAN is the Fiction Editor for Consequence, an international literary journal
that addresses the realities of war and geopolitical violence through literature and visual art.
She is also the managing editor at StoryGarden Publishing, a collaborative writing venture
with fellow authors Jordan Riley Swan and Hero Bowen.Together, they plot, write, and edit
novels in various genres, from comedies and romances to fantasy novels and fairy-tale
retellings. She has been a full-time developmental editor for over six years, critiquing
fantasy, science fiction, literary, middle grade, thriller, and romance novels. Prior to Story
Garden, she worked for three years as a developmental editor and plot outliner for a best-
selling indie publisher under an NDA, overseeing the production of thirty novels across four
series. She also wrote and edited interactive fiction games forTalented, an e-learning
platform for universities and business leadership.

Diane's 2024Webinars: (each one at 7 pm Eastern)
1. March 28, 2024: Crafting a Compelling Short Story
2. June 27, 2024: FindingYour NarrativeVoice
3. September 26, 2024: SharpeningYour Prose on a Sentence Level
4. December 12, 2024: BlendingGenres to Create Fresh Stories

For a complete description of each webinar and to register for either or both quarterly webinar series, click HERE

Two New AWC Quarterly Webinar Series

https://www.free-expressions.com/storymastermind
https://www.consequenceforum.org/
https://www.jordanrileyswan.com/story-garden
https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/2024-awc-quarterly-webinars-by-lorin-oberweger-and-diane-callahan
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November 1-2, 2024 Atlanta Writers Conference–Register Now

O�� 31�� A������ W������ C��������� ���� �� ���� ��-������
(���� �� ������ �� ����������� ��������� ��� �����/������
�������� ����) �� ��� W����� A������ A������ H���� ��
N������� 1-2, 2024 ���� �����/������ �������� ��� �����
��������, � ���-������������ �� ��� ������� �������� �������
����, ��� Q�A ������, ������� ���-���������� �����, � F�����
����� ����� ���� �����, ��� ���� �� ����������� �����, ��� ���
���� ����!

Loca�on: WESTIN ATLANTA AIRPORT HOTEL 4736 Best Road, Atlanta, GA 30337

Whether you are…
• In search of an agent or a publisher
• Working on a manuscript and in need of feedback
• Seeking to learn more about the wri�ng cra� and/or publishing business
• Building your network of industry professionals and wri�ng colleagues …this
is your opportunity to take the next big step toward your wri�ng goals.

WANT TO GET PUBLISHED?
• The November 1-2, 2024 Atlanta Writers Conference offers you mee�ngs with literary
agents and publishing acquisi�ons editors–with an op�on to par�cipate virtually if you are
unable to travel to Atlanta–along with a host of other in-person ac�vi�es:

• Access to 18 acquisi�ons editors and literary agents seeking every major fic�on genre and
nonfic�on topic, as well as graphic novels, picture books, and short story collec�ons.

• Cri�ques of manuscript samples by the editors and agents, with work submi�ed a month
in advance.

• Pitches to the editors and agents with query le�ers you will bring for their review.

• Query le�er cri�que by a pair of editors/agents to improve your pitch (at past
conferences, nearly 50% of Best Pitch awards by an agent or publisher went to those who
par�cipated in the Query Le�er Cri�que).

November 1&2, 2024

ATLANTA WRITERS
CONFERENCE

https://atlantawritersconference.com/the-conference/
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• Two-hour workshop with veteran editor Tiffany Yates Mar�n
on “The Biggest Mistakes Writers Make: Workshop including
Live Edits”—where par�cipants can submit the first page or
their manuscript and Tiffany will randomly select entries to do
on-the-spot edits to demonstrate ways writers can improve
their work—and two free bonus talks by Tiffany beforehand.

• A publisher Q&A panel with all par�cipa�ng acquisi�ons
editors and a separate Q&A panel with all par�cipa�ng literary
agents to address your ques�ons about the business of
wri�ng.

• Free bonus educa�onal talks by self-published turned
tradi�onally published author Karmen Lee and New York Times
best-selling author Garrard Conley.

• Friday-night mixer with musical entertainment by the Mike
Shaw Trio.

• Award ceremony, where each of the agents and editors will
select par�cipants for Best Manuscript Sample and Best
Pitches, with cer�ficates to be given to the awardees–or sent
a�er the conference for those not in a�endance.

• Our book fair offers opportuni�es to par�cipants who want
to sign and sell their tradi�onally and self-published books on
Friday, November 1.

• In addi�on, we offer the pre-conference edit ac�vity to help
you improve your work before submi�ng it for agent/
publisher manuscript sample cri�ques. We’ve added two new
freelancers to assist you, with picture books, poetry
collec�ons, and short story collec�ons now covered as well
as all the major fic�on and nonfic�on genres.

More than 70 of our members have signed with agents or
editors they met at our Conferences, and a number of those
have scored major book deals (and one, so far, has hit the big-
�me with a movie and TV deal). You could be next!

We’re now accep�ng registra�ons. As past Conference
par�cipants will tell you, the spots fill up fast, so don’t delay!

The Atlanta Writers Conference is presented exclusively for
members of the Atlanta Writers Club. If you are not a current
member through November 2, 2024, you can join/renew as
part of your Conference registra�on–you do not need to do
this as a two-step process.

To read all the details for the November
1-2, 2024 Atlanta Writers Conference,

click: LINK

We’ve added two new freelancers to assist you, with
picture books, poetry collections, and short story
collections now covered as well as all the major fiction
and nonfiction genres.

O N T H E C O V E R D O R O T H Y S A Y E R S

https://atlantawritersconference.com/the-conference/
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TheAtlantaWriters Club, GeorgiaWriters Museum, and St. Simons IslandWriters
present a writing retreat designed to help you

relax, recharge, and write!

Unlike many such events that are so intent on offering value that they overwhelm participants with activities,

leaving no time for creative output, theAWC-GWM-SSIW retreat is designed to give you ample networking

and learning opportunities while also providing long stretches where you can further develop your work-in-

process, get inspired to start something new, or just rest and rediscover your muse.

St. Simons Island, Georgia, is the perfect place to do this.Write with innumerable island views to delight you or

explore its icon lighthouse and pier, long shorelines, plentiful dining and shopping, miles of bike paths, and nature

trails galore while you contemplate your next chapter.

Below you will find the schedule of events, speaker profiles, lodging options, andmore.

AtlantaWriters Club -GeorgiaWriters Museum - St. Simons IslandWriters

Writing Retreat on St. Simons Island
November 6-9, 2024

Relax...Recharge...andWrite!
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Schedule of Activities

- Wednesday, November 6, 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm at Porch restaurant (549 Ocean Blvd.): Network &
Nosh Welcome Reception with appetizers, wine, and beer

- Thursday, November 7, 8:00 am-10:30 am at AW Jones Heritage Center (610 Beachview Dr.):
Wanda Lloyd keynote talk on writing memoir and Tina McElroy Ansa keynote talk on writing fiction, with
a light breakfast and coffee

- Thursday, November 7, 7:00 pm -9:30 pm at AW Jones Heritage Center (610 Beachview Dr.):
Celestial Holmes keynote talk on lessons learned as a debut author, plus open mic for participants,
with dessert and coffee

- Friday, November 8, 8:00 am-10:30 am at AW Jones Heritage Center (610 Beachview Dr.): Jonathan
Rabb keynote talk on research, structure, and the discovery of a novel, plus a writers' panel on paths
to publication, with a light breakfast and coffee

- Friday, November 8, 7:00 pm -9:30 pm at AW Jones Heritage Center (610 Beachview Dr.): Open mic
for participants and a writer's panel on marketing tips, with dessert and coffee

- Saturday, November 9, 11:30 am - 1:30 pm at Porch restaurant (549 Ocean Blvd.): Farewell Brunch

Registration is $250 and includes all the activities and meals above.
For registration, recommended lodging options, speaker profiles, and more, click here: LINK

https://atlantawritersclub.regfox.com/awc-gwm-writing-retreat-on-st-simons-island
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AWC Merchandise Store

THE AWC MERCH STORE IS
NOW OPEN ON CAFÉ PRESS

Cups, caps, hoodies, shirts, and more
items with AWC logos are now available
for sale on CafePress.com. All purchases
help us add more in-person and online
content and offer even more through our
conferences.

Start shopping here: LINK

https://www.cafepress.com/shop/AWC
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AWC Member Book Launches

NumerousAWCmembers have been published inThe DekalbVoices Review over the
past two issues:

� Patricia Boyd-Wilson
� JosephGoodall
� VonnieGreene
� Lynn Hesse
� R.D. Lane
� Chetan Sankar
� JohnTures
� KathleenWhitten

To read their work, click: LINK

The Review is focused on publishing Dekalb County writers. If you're a Dekalb writer, if
you meet the submissions guidelines, and if your work is ratedG to PG-13, then please
consider sending your work: LINK

Life Sculpted by LONGTIME AWC MEMBER ANTHONY J. MARTIN is a natural-history
detective story, following the crumbs of lichens, sponges, worms, clams, snails, octopi,
barnacles, sea urchins, termites, beetles, fishes, dinosaurs, crocodilians, birds, elephants, and
(of course) humans to reveal how life breaks down “hard stuff” – rocks, shells, wood, and
bones – and expanded with the tree of life while reshaping the face of our planet.With vast
knowledge and whimsy, Martin uses paleontology, biology, and geology to reveal the
awesome power of bioerosion, or life’s chewing force. He provokes us to think deeply about
the past and present of bioerosion, while also considering how knowledge of this history
might aid us in mitigating and adapting to climate change in the future.Yes, Martin
concedes, sometimes life can be hard—but life also makes everything less hard every day.

Purchase LINK

Anthony (Tony) Martin is a Professor of Practice at Emory University, where he teaches
classes in geology, paleontology, and environmental sciences. His research specialty is
ichnology, the study of modern and ancient traces caused by animal behavior, such as tracks,
trails, burrows, and nests. He is the author of nine books, including DinosaursWithout Bones,
The EvolutionUnderground,Tracking theGolden Isles, and LifeTraces of theGeorgia Coast.His
latest book is Life Sculpted, published in June 2023. In 2015 – in recognition of his
accomplishments in scientific exploration and public outreach – he was elected a Fellow in
The Explorers Club and theGeological Society of America. He and his wife Ruth live with their
two cats (Tao and Sapelo) in Decatur, Georgia.

https://dekalbvoicesreview.weebly.com/publications.html
https://dekalbvoicesreview.weebly.com/submit.html
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Sculpted-Animals-Plants-Scrape/dp/022681047X
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Why You Need a Logline

By AWC MEMBER KARLA JENNINGS

It’s painful boiling a novel down to a compelling
one- or two-line description (called a “pitch” or
“logline”), but agents need them, because they’re
overwhelmed with submissions.The bloom falls off the
rose pretty damn quick when you have to plow through
a hundred queries a week, so an agent will give you only
a minute. Hence the short, provocative logline that
should be in your query’s top paragraph.

Once you get representation, your agent will
pitch your logline to editors. Editors will pitch your
logline to higher-ups. Publishers will use your logline as
blurbs on your book jacket, Goodreads, and everywhere
else.

Here are sample loglines from the blog
Publishing… andOther Forms of Insanity:

An unwilling wife who despises her roguish
husband eventually comes to adore him. (Taming of the
Shrew)

A young FBI cadet must confide in a
manipulative convicted killer to receive his help on
catching another serial killer who skins his victims.
(Silence of the Lambs)

Influenced by Hollywood andTwitter pitch
contests, current loglines resolve an agent’s paradoxical
desire for books that are both predictably marketable
and thrillingly original by mashing two established works
into one new concept.You can use book, movie, orTV
references. Here are examples from two novels I'm
peddling:

THEVAMPIRE’STHERAPY DOG is like Draculameets
Monty Python’s Killer Rabbit.

CORPUS is like SamSpademeets The X Files.

(By the way, you should all-caps your book title in
a query, but not other titles.)

Movie loglines are different from literary loglines,
such as these two I got off of Reddit:

Alien$
Boymeets girl on a ship that sinks.

These probably aren’t the real pitches that James
Cameron used, but who cares?They’re terrific.Whatever
loglines he came up with, they clearly worked.

BIO: Karla Jennings is a

playwright and a former newspaper

staff reporter whose freelance has

appeared inThe NewYorkTimes,

Cosmopolitan, Newsweek, and

elsewhere. She recently finished a

novel about the political wars

involving in vitro reproductive

medicine.
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By AWC MEMBER DEBBIE D’AURELIO

A tagline that grabs the reader's attention is a great
addition to the front cover of your book or manuscript
submission. Here are ten questions and examples that
will get you thinking about your story in a unique way
and help trigger a stand-out tagline.

1. What’s a crucial piece of advice that a mentor
would give your MC?
Fearless by Kristin F. Johnson– Being fearless doesn’t
mean you’re never afraid.

2. What’s the moral imperative of your MC?
Omar Rising byAisha Saeed -When the system is broken,
you have to rise up!

3. What is the endearing flaw of your main
character?
Aurora Rising byAmie Kaufman and Jay Kristoff:They’re
not the heroes we wanted.They’re just the ones we
could find.

4. What would you say in a social media post?
The Friend Zone byAbby Jimenez – Relationships Status:
It’s complicated.

5. If your MC only knew this, then the fate of the
world would not be at stake.
Independence Day by StephenMolstad -We HadTwenty
Years to Prepare. So DidThey.

6. What is a dire warning for your MC?
Secrets Never Die byVincent Ralph –When you’re alone
in the dark. Some things won’t stay hidden.

7. Extreme juxtaposition of the story.What’s the
largest plot element and the smallest?
Grenade byAlanGratz –A world at war. A boy on his
own.

8. Connect a key story element (sword, book,
curse). Something the reader can “hold onto.”
Dust byAlison Stine - Even the air doesn’t want to be
here.

9. What’s a horrible decision your MCmakes on
their journey?
FiveTotal Strangers – She never should have accepted
that ride …

10. Finally, try using an expletive (that you’ll delete)
about your MC’s situation.This helps get to the grit,
urgency, and exclamation mark of your story.
Song for aWhale by Lynne Kelly – (expletive) Make waves
about something(!)

Debbie D’Aurelio is a long-time
freelance writer who has spent 20
years in advertising, where she
developedmini-stories for national
brands. She often combines fact
with fiction in her stories, including
her middle grade novel The Secret
Notebook (Capstone, 2020).

Website
Instagram: @dadaurelio

Brainstorming a Killer Tagline

https://www.debbiedaurelio.com
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August 20 A Novel Event



Atlanta Writers Club 20

August GCPL Author Talks

Adult Services
Author Talks & Adult Programs

Author Talk with Erin Bartels
August 8 | 12 pm | Virtual

Award-winning author Erin Bartels will present an informative and illustrated talk about
obstacles women artists have faced in the past and the things we all let get in our way
of creating today.

K-Dramas & Mental Health
August 10 | 10 am | Suwanee Branch

Discover how Korean dramas can improve your well-being and provide a sense of
belonging as therapist and author Jeanie Chang discusses her book, How K-Dramas
Can Transform Your Life. Books will be available for sale and signing.

Old Enough: Book Signing & Author Talk
August 15 | 7 pm | Duluth Branch

Attend a lively discussion with the editor and two contributors of Old Enough: Southern
Women Artists and Writers on Creativity and Aging. Books will be available for sale
and signing.

Author Talk with Josh Malerman
August 20 | 7 pm | Lilburn Branch

Join the author of Bird Box to discuss his newest horror novel Incidents Around the
House. Books will be available for sale and signing.

Paths to Publication: KidLit Panel Discussion & Writers Workshop
August 24 | 10 am - 12:30 pm | Duluth Branch

Unlock the magic of writing and publishing children's books! Join the Society of
Children's Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) for a fun and interactive panel
discussion and writers workshop. Books will be available for sale and signing.

Dragon Myths & Legends
August 24 | 2 pm | Duluth Branch

Author Robert Sarwark discusses his book, The Dragon in World Mythology and
Culture, an introduction to dragon myths and legends worldwide. Books will be
available for sale and signing.

DISCOVER MORE & REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS:
WWW.GWINNETTPL.ORG/ADULTSERVICES
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Black Writers Weekend

BLACK WRITERS WEEKEND (BWW) is an annual event celebrating the
literary achievements and contributions of Black writers. It features workshops,
panels, and networking opportunities for writers of all genres.The weekend
culminates in a showcase of Black literary talent, fostering community and
inspiration within the writing community.

INSTAGRAM:@blackwritersweekend

TWITTER:@blkwriterswknd

WEBSITE: BlackWritersWeekend.com

DETAILS: Festival details

Do you want to have an author vendor table at BlackWritersWeekend?
The author table costs $350 initially, and you have the option to secure your
table by paying a $75 deposit.You can then pay off the remaining balance over
90 days, making it easier to manage financially without a significant immediate
outlay. Additionally, authors can utilize the BWWmarket for two days, where
they will be provided with a 6ft table and two chairs for hosting
purposes. Register here.

CALLING ALL SCREENWRITERS AND AUTHORS!
Are you ready to showcase your storytelling prowess and take your project to
the next level? Join an electrifying opportunity at BlackWritersWeekend's Pitch
Fest!

BWW is seeking passionate screenwriters to pitch compelling concepts for
series or films, and authors who want to submit their books to agents and
publishers, all in-person, in front of a panel of esteemed judges comprised of
filmmakers, producers, directors, agents, and publishers.

During your ten-minute slot (5 minutes to pitch and 5 minutes for feedback),
you'll have the chance to captivate the panel with your vision and creativity. Be
prepared to leave a lasting impression! Submit your pitch today and get ready to
bring your vision to life at BlackWritersWeekend's Pitch Fest!

For complete details about BlackWritersWeekend, click here: LINK

https://www.instagram.com/blackwritersweekend/
https://twitter.com/blkwriterswknd
https://BlackWritersWeekend.com
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF8ODZknUY/JTfsr41bFQJJvjLJDXUAVA/view?utm_content=DAF8ODZknUY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor#13
https://blackwritersweekend.com/author-booth-registration/
https://blackwritersweekend.com/2024-pitch-fest/
https://blackwritersweekend.com/
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AWC Members Editor Directory

For the editors listed below, please consider selecting a few and getting a

quote for howmuch some of themwould charge to edit a sample (e.g.,

20-50 pages)--some charge by the page (e.g., $3-$5/page), others by the

word (e.g., $.01-$.05/word)--and define what kind of edit you want (develop-

mental versus line-editing, or both).Thenmake your selection (consider

picking two, for comparison purposes) and see if you like the job either edi-

tor did on that small portion of your manuscript before committing to hav-

ing your whole book edited by that person.

TheAWCmaintains this directory
In an effort to assist AWCmem-
bers with editor options for con-
sideration; however, theAWC
does not endorse the individuals
in this directory and is not liable
for any member’s experiences
with these editors.

MJ BIGGS
Email Website

Content editing, line editing, copy
editing, proofreading, and book
coaching for all fiction genres.

I’ve worked as a copywriter and
editor in corporate settings for over
10 years and have won numerous
regional and national awards for
mymarketing content. In 2022,
shortly after publishing my literary
fiction novel, AWonderful Place to
Die, I started my own book editing
business, NightOwl Fiction. I’m
open to all fiction genres and do
not shy away from heavy or difficult
topics. Email me for more details
on services and pricing.

BOBBIE CHRISTMAS
Zebra Communications: Excellent
editing for maximummarketability
Email Website

Fiction: Mainstream, science
fiction, paranormal, romance,
action adventure, fantasy,
suspense/thriller, mystery, young
adult, biographical novel, historical
fiction, andmore. Nonfiction:
Memoir, biography, autobiography,
self-help, travelogue, essays, and
more.

When you hire me, you hire a
professional with more than 50
years of experience. After 27 years
of editing and writing newspapers,
magazines, and corporate
communications, I foundedZebra
Communications in 1992 to
specialize in editing fiction and
nonfiction.You and your
manuscript will be treated with
kindness yet honesty. I’ve edited
books for seven publishing houses,
so I know what publishers and
readers want. My services and
pricing are listed onmy website.

KAY HUNT
Email

Available for editing: Adventure,
women’s fiction, fantasy, historical
fiction

I have over 20 years in print
production and graphics,
proofreading annual reports,
business brochures and related
materials, catalogs, and advertising
copy. I have six years of freelance
experience proofreading/copy
editing website pages and blogs for
service industry businesses.
Additionally, as a freelancer, I have
copy-edited two novels as well as
made some structural edits.

JUDITH KOLBERG
Email Website

404-226-1381
NonfictionGenres: lifestyle,
health, business, personal growth,
self-help, memoir, spiritual,
inspiration, and narrative non-
fiction.
I am an experienced developmental
editor with fifteen years of
experience bringing multiple
authors to publication. I specialize
in content editing which includes
structure, clarity, interest, flow,
segue, overall readability and other
writing elements that make for a
fantastic reader’s experience.
Perfect for writers in need of a
rigorous, honest, and
compassionate first-reader or for
authors at any level seeking a
collaborative, effective editing
process designed to fit their
schedule and budget. Confidential
ghost-writing services available.

JANIE MILLS
Email Website

Available for editing: query letters,
science fiction, memoir, Southern
fiction,YA fantasy, sports fiction,
apocalyptic, detective/crime
fiction, soft erotica

mailto:nightowl1471@gmail.com
https://www.nightowlfiction.com
mailto:Bobbie@zebraeditor.com
https://www.zebraeditor.com/
mailto:kayhunt1@gmail.com
mailto:judith@judithkolberg.com
https://Judithkolberg.com
mailto:alliancebookediting@gmail.com
https://www.alliancebookediting.com/
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I have a master’s degree in English
(CreativeWriting) and have been a
full-time editor for five years. I
believe in understanding an
author’s voice and putting in the
work to get it right. I am blessed
with my editing talent and am
pleased to offer affordable, yet
professional, editing services.

CHRIS NEGRON
Email Website

Available for query letter consults,
developmental editing

Author of the middle grade novels
DanUnmasked (July 2020) andThe
Last Super Chef (July 2021), both
from HarperCollins, available for
editing novels of all genres, but
with a particular focus on middle
grade and contemporary fiction for
adults and teens as well. Novel
editing price proposed after review
of sample chapter(s). Single-page
query letter feedback available for
$50 / query.

JOE RENDACE
Email Website

Screenplays - All genres
SCREENPLAY REVIEWS: $99.Think
your script is ready? It's probably
not. Receive professional notes on
your plot/structure/ characters/
dialogue. I have written over a half
a dozen screenplays, published two
novels and run two active podcasts.
I also have spent time as a script
reader for a NYmovie production
house. Please sign up on
JoeRendace.com.

STEPHANIE SIEGEL
Email Website

Final editing available for
nonfiction (especially health for
general audiences).

I read literature and am trying to
write it. But most of my career was
spent writing newspaper articles
(12 years) or editing them (12
years). My eagle eye for details
such as unanswered questions,
unsupported statements, and
inconsistencies mademe a valued
copy editor at CNN.com,The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution,
WebMD, and theCDC.

MARI ANN STEFANELLI
TheWriter’s High, LLC:Take your
writing to a higher level with
experienced, professional editing.
Email Website

Specialty areas: memoir and
narrative nonfiction; mystery,
thriller, romance, fantasy, women’s
fiction, and commercial fiction;
book proposals and query letters.

A former public relations
professional, I’ve specialized in
developmental and line editing
since 2014. Editorial assessments
honor your voice and vision; all
communication is shared in a
respectful, encouraging manner.
I’m a coordinator for theGeorgia
chapter, Editorial Freelancers
Association, and founded the
Writer’s High Retreat, an inspiring
weekend retreat featuring literary
luminaries such asWinstonGroom,
Cassandra King, and Patti Callahan

Henry. Readmore about me and
my services HERE.

DAVE SWAN
Email Linkedin
Nonfiction topics: Politics, defense,
foreign affairs, crime and legal
issues, education, taxes, music,
film, humor, relationships, and
writing about writing.

My experience: As a journalist and
all-around communicator, I've
edited news and information on a
wide range of issues for audiences
all over the world.One of my
specialties is presenting complex
subjects in plain, hard-hitting
language. I can help you shape your
story from the beginning or
proofread your final draft. My goal
is to makeYOUR voice as powerful
and compelling as it can be.

A.E. WILLIAMS
Email Website
Genres I edit: fantasy, sci-fi, horror,
thriller, screenplays, comic book
scripts, memoir, and various
nonfiction topics
Bio: My name is A.E.Williams. I run
an editorial firm,A.E.Williams
Editorial. My clients are oftentimes
independent authors for which I
perform copyediting,
developmental editing, and line
editing. I am also a freelance
copyeditor with Hachette Book
Group. If interested in working with
me, please email a 1,000-word
sample and I will complete it for
free. In my response I will provide
your edited sample, testimonials,
rates, resume, and a list of recent
projects.

Ifyou are anAWCmember, offer editing services, and want to add your information to this directory,
please send an email toAWC Executive Director andActing PresidentGeorgeWeinstein with the
following information:Your name,Your email address,Your website (if available), The fiction genres

and/or nonfiction topics you have experience editing, & a brief statement detailing your editing
experience of 75 words or less.

mailto:chris@chrisnegron.com
https://chrisnegron.com/
mailto:Jrendace@hotmail.com
https://www.JoeRendace.com
mailto:siegel@consultant.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/eagleeyesiegel
mailto:mariann@thewritershigh.com
https://www.thewritershigh.com
https://thewritershigh.com.
mailto:davesedits2@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dsswan/
mailto:ae@crazednovelist.com
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
https://www.crazednovelist.com/
mailto:George@AtlantaWritersClub.org
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Flash in a Flash: Call for Submissions

Back in 2014, Flash in a Flash was born with a single, Kickstarted anthology of 100
flash fiction stories by 100 different authors. Eight years and four books later, the
project continues with a weekly newsletter, monthly digests, and an annual print
volume.

Things have moved and changed with the times, and now we're here. If you love
flash fiction, you can sign up for free - or support us with a couple dollars a month to
keep us moving forward. If you write flash fiction, we'd love to take a look!

Thank you for being here today.We hope you'll stick around.

IFYOUWANTTOSUBMITYOURSTORYTO FLASH INA FLASH...
We'd love to see it.You don't have to be a member, or a paid backer, to have your
story here.That said, member submissions get read before non-member
submissions, and paid backer submissions get read before unpaid member
submissions. Membership and payment status have nothing to do with whether or
not a story goes up.That's based on quality and quality alone.

If you would like to submit your work, make sure it's <1,000 words and is awesome,
then follow this link to show us your stuff.

Is AI the Bitter End—or the Lucrative

Future—of Book Publishing?

by RebeccaAckermann for Esquire

In September 2023, 17 authors partnered with theAuthorsGuild, the oldest
and largest professional organization for writers, to file a lawsuit alleging
that Microsoft andChatGPT creatorOpenAI violated copyright law by
ingesting books into their generativeAI models. OpenAI andMicrosoft, for
their part, deny allegations that they infringed any copyrights.The tech
companies claim that training their models on copyrighted content is
equivalent to a person reading books to improve their own writing.The
future of books—and perhaps of creative industries writ large in theUnited
States—may come down to one judge’s definition of “fair use.”Words and
who gets to use them are serious business.

To read the complete article, click: LINK

https://www.patreon.com/FlashinaFlash
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSevmCisH9YYFNfaiUfWpoGIXd6vCFXQaO7sTgqceTz3G7Y3Ug/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.esquire.com/entertainment/books/a61485201/books-ai-lawsuits/


Atlanta Writers Club 25

Research Shows that AI-Generated Slop Overuses

Specific Words

by Frank Landymore

AI models may be trained on the entire corpus of humanity's writing, but it turns out their
vocabulary can be strikingly limited. A new yet-to-be-peer-reviewed study, spotted byArs
Technica, adds to the general understanding that large languagemodels tend to overuse
certain words that can give their origins away.

In a novel approach, these researchers took a cue from epidemiology by measuring "excess
word usage" in biomedical papers in the same way doctors gaugedCOVID-19's impact
through "excess deaths."The results are a fascinating insight intoAI's impact in the world of
academia, suggesting that at least 10 percent of abstracts in 2024 were "processed with
LLMs."

They found that words that were once considered "less common," like "delves," are now
used 25 more times than they used to, and others, like "showcasing" and "underscores," saw
a similarly baffling nine times increase. But some "common" words also saw a boost:
"potential," "findings," and "crucial" went up in frequency by up to 4 percent.

What we see with the excess usage in 2024 is that they're almost entirely "style" words. And
in numbers, of the 280 excess "style" words that year, two-thirds of themwere verbs, and
about a fifth were adjectives.

Click to read the complete article: LINK

The Future of Writing: How AI Will Reshape

Our Tools

by Om Malik

Earlier this morning while readingTheWall Street Journal, I learned that Bruce Bastian, co-
creator ofWordPerfect, the word-processing software, had died at 76. His life was
consequential, as his obituary so eloquently elaborates. I haven’t thought ofWordPerfect for
a long time. And probably neither have many others who think of MicrosoftWord and
Google Docs as “word processing” software. At least a few are thinking about what comes
next.

Writing might not have changed, but the tools we use to write and process words have. I
learned to write on a wooden slate. I used to (and still do) use paper, pen, and ink to draft,
craft, and create.There was a time when typewriters were my word processors. And when
computers came along, my tools changed. My focus h as been on the work, the words, and
why I write— not how I write and where I write.That’s why I have been quick to embrace
whatever tools andmediums that allowme to write and publish quickly.

Over the past two years, the world of word processors has started to shape-shift again,
thanks to the emergence of large languagemodels (LLMs) and generativeAI.We are at the
start of a new era, moving from passive, one-size-fits-all software to more proactive,
personalized tools. No application will showcase this shift better than the software we use
for writing.This will be era of personalized productivity & personalized software.

Click to read the complete article: LINK

https://futurism.com/the-byte/ai-overuses-specific-words
https://om.co/2024/07/02/from-wordperfect-to-perfect-word-with-ai/
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By Tim Grahl

I would love to strike
the word “busy” from
every writer’s
vocabulary.

When I ask people
"How are you?", they
share how busy they
are.

When I tell authors
they should make time
to send emails to their

fans, they tell me they’re too busy.

Somehow, talking about how busy you are is has
become a point of pride.

But what if we got rid of the word “busy” altogether,
and replaced that whole concept with something
much more honest?

Instead of the word “busy,” let’s use
“prioritizing my time.”

“Busy” is something that happens to us. Prioritizing
our time is something we make a choice about.

Here’s the truth...

It's not about having more time, but about making
the best use of the time you have.

But how do you start prioritizing your life?

You must ruthlessly cut unnecessary stuff out of
your life.

1. Prioritize Your Writing: Your writing is
important. It’s not just another task on your to-do
list; it’s your passion and your purpose. Make a
conscious decision to prioritize it. Even 30 minutes
a day can make a significant difference over time.

2. Schedule Writing Sessions: Treat your writing
like any other important appointment. Block out

specific times in your calendar dedicated solely to
writing. Protect this time and let nothing else
encroach upon it.

3. Start Small: Don’t pressure yourself to write for
hours on end. Start with small, manageable chunks
of time. You’ll be amazed at how much you can
accomplish in short, focused sessions.

4. Eliminate Distractions: Identify what typically
distracts you from writing and take steps to
eliminate these distractions. Turn off notifications,
find a quiet space, and let your loved ones know
that this is your dedicated writing time.

5. Use Your Downtime: Leverage any spare
moments throughout your day. Whether it’s during
your commute, lunch break, or waiting in line—use
this time to brainstorm ideas, outline chapters, or
even jot down a few sentences.

6. Create a Supportive Environment: Surround
yourself with a supportive community of fellow
writers. Share your goals, progress, and
challenges. Encouragement and accountability
from others can be incredibly motivating.

7. Be Kind to Yourself: It’s okay to have days
when writing feels hard. Be kind to yourself and
don’t let guilt take over. Recognize your efforts and
celebrate small victories.

8. Reflect and Adjust: Regularly reflect on your
writing habits and progress. What’s working well?
What could be improved? Adjust your approach as
needed to keep moving forward.
Remember, being “too busy” is a mindset.
By prioritizing your writing, managing your time
effectively, and maintaining a positive attitude, you
can overcome this myth and make consistent
progress on your book.

Read more about book launch guru Tim Grahl and
subscribe to his newsletter HERE.

The Myth of Being Too Busy to Write

https://booklaunch.com/
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The Perils and Pleasures of

the Blank Canvas

Courtesy of AWC MEMBER DAVE ROBERTS, here's a

video about visual artistry that applies equally to writers

and other creatives: LINK

Georgia Romance Writers

Conference

Georgia RomanceWriters will be holding their 2024Writers
Conference at the Crowne PlazaAtlanta, NE, Norcross,
Georgia, fromOctober 3-5, 2024.The annual Moonlight &
Magnolias conference will include over 40 workshops with
dedicated beginner, intermediate, and advanced tracks;
pitching to agents and editors; book signings; the Maggie
awards banquet; and featured keynote speakers: Darynda
Jones,VanessaVale, and Berta Platas.To register, visit website

Georgia RomanceWriters is non-profit organization made up
of more than 200 serious, professional writers, the majority of
whom are multi-published in book-length fiction.Their mission
is to promote high quality romance writing; to disseminate
information regarding all aspects of the romance genre; and to
give support and encouragement to members. For more
information visit: LINK

https://vimeo.com/497319882
https://www.garomancewriters.org/moonlight-and-magnolias
https://www.garomancewriters.org/
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Writers Playing Big

Presented by BestsellingAuthor &WritingTeacher Lauretta Hannon

November 2, 2024
9am-noon (and optional evening gathering)

The Study at Hawthorn Suites byWyndham, Rome,GA
On the river and steps away from everything cool and beautiful in
Historic Downtown Rome,GA

More Info: LINK

IT'STIMETOSTART PLAYING BIGGERASAWRITER.You have
dreams and visions, but you've found yourself in a holding pattern.
In some ways--and I say this gently--perhaps you've hidden from the
very things that could catapult your creative projects. (That's okay,
we all do it.)

But if you're ready to come out and play big, this is your workshop.
You will leave with concrete, highly-achievable plans designed to
yield progress within two weeks.

INTHIS 3-HOURWORKSHOPYOUWILL:

-Identify the hiding strategies that prevent you frommoving
forward in your writing

-Conquer the Inner Critic that wants you to stay small and
hidden

-Craft simple, easy-to-implement-now plans that will be the
gamechangers in your writing life

-Immediately employ the mindset that will correct your creative
course

-Gather with kindred spirits for fellowship, laughter, and lots of
a-ha moments

Workshop is limited to 20 participants. Bring a notebook.The
workshop will be a screen-free zone.

ABOUT LAURETTA
Named the FunniestWoman inGeorgia by Southern Living
Magazine, Lauretta Hannon is the bestselling author ofTheCracker
Queen: A Memoir of a Jagged, Joyful Life (Gotham Books, Penguin)
and has been a commentator on National Public Radio's All Things
Considered, where her stories have reached 25 million
listeners. Lauretta is contributing to an anthology on Sinead
O'Connor to be published by Simon & Schuster in spring 2025 and
has a forthcomingmemoir. Her next retreat,WritingUnder the
Tuscan Sun, will be held inTuscany in June 2025.You can learn more
at laurettahannon.com.

https://writersplayingbig.bpt.me


PHOTOGRAPH YOUR WORKPLACE

1. Take a picture of where you write.

Don't clean it up, show us the

natural environment where you

make the magic.You can be in the

shot, or not.

2. Send the picture to

awc.member.services@gmail.com

with "MyCreative Space" in the

subject line.

3. Keep watching theAtlantaWriters

Club Facebook page and Instagram

page and when you are featured,

share it with the world.
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1. Make a video (SIXTY SECONDSMAX!) of you reading a sample of your
work.Videos can be created with a phone, tablet, or computer.

2. Upload your video to AWCVIDEOThis may take a fewminutes.

3. Once uploaded, send an email to awc.member.services@gmail.com with
"AWCVIDEO" in the subject line. Let him know you have uploaded your
video and include info about where your book can be purchased. Include
the title and author name.

MAKE A READ-YOUR-BOOK CLIP

Show Us Where the Magic Happens

mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tI8vb7OdP-1PVTJKBq72XefyDX0z509X
mailto:awc.member.services@gmail.com
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The Atlanta Writers Club website offers Free Promotion.
We're now featuring a page where AWC members can
promote their latest publication: SEE IT HERE

Current Atlanta Writers Club members are invited to add/
update their listing: please email your head-shot, book
(or other publication) cover, and website URL to AWC
Executive Director George Weinstein.

FREE PROMOTION

https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-success/
https://atlantawritersclub.org/our-members-success/
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org
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Online #1 WAIT LIST
Fiction: Short Stories &
Novels Meets on 2nd & 4th

Friday of the month via
Zoom, 1pm.
Kelley Cody-Grimm EMAIL

Online #2 OPEN
Fiction only. Ongoing. Please
submit 100 pages for vetting.
Linh Pham EMAIL

Online #4 WAIT LIST
All Genres 1st and 3rd
Mondays of the month, at
7:00pm
Gail Lash EMAIL

Online #5 WAIT LIST
Short Stories Every 2nd
Thursday at 1pm
Pat Bowen EMAIL

Online #6 WAIT LIST
Young Adult & Middle Grade
Fiction Work shared by email
Brad Scott EMAIL

Online #7 WAIT LIST
Screenwriting (email for
details) 1st & 3rd Friday of
every month at 7pm via
ZOOM. Liz Irland EMAIL

Online #9 WAIT LIST
Romance 1st and 3rd

Tuesdays, 7-8pm using
Google Meets
Olga Jackson EMAIL

Online #10 WAIT LIST
We study books about the
craft of writing together. Each
member is expected to: 1)
read the portion of the book
assigned each week and 2)
Come prepared with
whatever exercise we agree
to each week. We meet
every Tuesday from
9 to 11 a.m. EST.
April Love-Fordham EMAIL

Online #12 OPEN
Non-Fiction: Creative,
Narrative, & Memoir Meeting
online, Tuesdays, 3:30 pm -
5:30 pm Quinn Eastman

Online #13 WAIT LIST
All Genres Meeting online
every other Tues.
Nancy Fletcher EMAIL

Online #14 WAIT LIST
Adult Fiction Online, every
other Thursday, 7-9 pm
Susanne Fincher EMAIL

Online #15 WAIT LIST
Fiction 1st Saturday of each
month at 9:30AM
Perry Powell �����

Online #16 OPEN
All genres Meetings are
virtual via Zoom every other
Monday at 10:30am.
Members exchange drafts
twice monthly for critiquing.
Toni Bellon �����

Online #17 WAIT LIST
Sci-Fi and Fantasy Online
using Google Meet, 2nd and
4th Tuesday each month at
7pm. Abigail Biles EMAIL

GREEN groups are OPEN; RED groups are FULL

mailto:kelleycodygrimm@gmail.com
mailto:info@linhphambooks.com
mailto:drgail@tourismforpeace.com
mailto:woodsgal@hotmail.com
mailto:zelascend@gmail.com
mailto:llzireland@gmail.com
mailto:olga.jackson.author@gmail.com
mailto:DANAARMSTRONGWRITES@GMAIL.COM
mailto:loveford@gmail.com
mailto:quinneastman@gmail.com
mailto:ncfletcher50@gmail.com
mailto:sfincher@mindspring.COM
mailto:perryleepowell@comcast.net
mailto:tonibellon14@gmail.com
mailto:abigailbiles@gmail.com
mailto:DANAARMSTRONGWRITES@GMAIL.COM
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O����� #18 WAIT LIST
Fantasy and Science Fiction
Meetings are on Sunday,
9-11 a.m. every other week,
with work sent to Nathaniel
ahead of time.
Nathaniel Chaney EMAIL

Online #19 OPEN
Memoir. Meets on 2nd & 4th

Thursdays at 7 p. m. Contact
Chetan Sanker at EMAIL

Online #20 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual
meetings are every other
Tuesday, 7-8 pm. Contact
Daniel Cozart’s EMAIL

Online #21 WAIT LIST
Poetry group for six expe-
rienced poets, published/
seeking publication. Meets
weekly via Zoom on Tues-
days from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30
p.m. Poems to be shared
on Google Drive & re-
viewed before each session.
Send 3 poems to
Rick Rohdenburg

Online #22 WAIT LIST
Horror of any style. Virtual
meetings are every other
Tuesday, 7-8 pm. Contact
Daniel Cozart’s EMAIL

Online #23 WAIT LIST
Study/Critique Group open to
all levels of writers and all
genres. The Storywrighters
group meets online every
other Thursday at 5 PM ET
to explore well-regarded writ-
ing craft books and support

each other as we apply what
we learn to our work. Our
current study is The Emo-
tional Craft of Fiction: How to
Write the Story Beneath the
Surface by Donald Maass.
Contact: Mary Thornton

Online #24 OPEN
All genres but with focus
on self-publishing authors.
Meets virtually on 1st & 3rd
Wednesdy of each month
from 12pm to 12:45.
Contact J.M. Tompkins

Online #25 OPEN
Picture book authors & au-
thor/illustrators interested
in crafting stories. Virtual
meetings on Google Meet,
1st & 3rd Thursdays at
7-9pm. Contact Kelley
Likes by email.

Online #26 OPEN
Science Fiction and Fan-
tasy. Meets on the second
and fourth Wednesday of
each month at 8 p.m. East-
ern
Contact: Xander Jon Dĳk

Atlanta Northside OPEN
SciFi but open to other types
of speculative fiction. Meet-
ings every second Saturday
of the month at the Fellini’s
Pizza in Buckhead @ 11 AM.
Joe Lamb EMAIL

Atlanta/South Brookhaven
OPEN
Literary fiction. Meets in
person at pre-selected
location, 7-9pm every other
Tues. We’ll discuss
preshared excerpts and pre-

meeting critiques.
Jim Trueblood, EMAIL
(L������ �� 10)

Atlanta/Virginia Highlands
OPEN
Fiction writers with a creative
writing degree or history of
publication. Meets once a
month usually from 1 to 3 pm
at a coffee shop.
Contact: Dawn Abeita

Conyers/Lithonia OPEN
Picture books to middle
grade, no sci-fi or graphic
novels. Meets 4th Saturday of
each month at Panera
Bread, 10 am - 12 pm.
Contact Carla Walter

Decatur/Emory OPEN
Fantasy, Sci-Fi, Horror. Meet
every two weeks, time and
location TBD. To discuss
pre-shared excerpts of
around 5000 words, for
constructive feedback.
Contact: Eric Reinders

Dunwoody OPEN
Memoir and Narrative
nonfiction. Discuss
publishing paths,
marketing plans, &
network growth. In-person
meetings on the third
Saturday of each month
before the AWC meetings,
starting at 12:05 p.m.
Contact May Spangler by
EMAIL

Dunwoody/Sandy Springs
1 OPEN
Advanced Writers in Thriller/
Mystery/Suspense Meet on
the Meeting on 2nd and 4th

mailto:chaneywrites@gmail.com
mailto:chetanssankar@gmail.com
mailto:danielbrcozart@gmail.com
mailto:Rohdenburgs@gmail.com
mailto:danielbrcozart@gmail.com
mailto:thorntma@gmail.com
mailto:jmtompkins@creativityuntamed.com
mailto:kelleymlikes@live.com
mailto:xanderjondijk@gmail.com
mailto:vines62@gmail.com
mailto:jim.trueblood@mailcan.com
mailto:Abeitahouse@gmail.com
mailto:dr.carlawalter@gmail.com
mailto:ereinde@emory.edu
mailto:may.spangler@comcast.net
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Thursday each month at
7pm. Must have completed
MS. To apply, send Bill a
short bio & first chapter.
Bill Robbins EMAIL

Dunwoody/Sandy Springs
2 WAIT LIST
Speculative fiction (novels
and short stories). Meets
every other Wednesday,
6:30pm. Usually at a
restaurant. Zoom used if
necessary.Calvin Clark �����

Atlanta/Westside OPEN
Fiction-All Genres
Thursday evening once a
month, 6-8 p.m. In a
restaurant/coffee shop.
Emilee McWilliams

Online/In-person
Dunwoody, Duluth OPEN
Science Fiction, Space
Opera, & Fantasy. Online file
sharing. In-Person before/
after AWC meeting.
Podcasts LINK

Lisa Cooper EMAIL

Online/In-person
Alpharetta OPEN
Screenplays Online
filesharing for 30 days (one
Act and then in-person
meeting near North Point
Mall on first Saturday of
month. 10-12:30pm Joe
Redace EMAIL

Lilburn WAIT LIST
All Genres. Meets on 3rd

Thursday of each month at
Mountain Park Library, 1210
Pounds Rd., Lilburn, GA
30047 s@ 6:30pm.
Laura Sellers EMAIL

Marietta WAIT LIST
All genres. Meets at
member’s house 1st & 3rd
Tues. 6:30 -8:00PM Linda
Sullivan �����

Marietta/East Cobb OPEN
Gritty thriller/crime/
dramsa/sct-fi.
Meeting every Saturday at

12pm at Swell Mill Library.
Contact Arthur Beauford

Marietta/East Cobb OPEN
All genres.2nd Thursday of
every month at 2:00PM in
the East Cobb Library
community room (4880
Lower Roswell Rd.)
Margaret Richlin �����

Roswell WAIT LIST
All genres. Every Tuesday
6-8pm at Scooters in West
Roswell.
George Weinstein �����

Sandy Springs WAIT LIST
Fiction & N/F (Please
indicate what you are writing,
any published work, and
expectations.) Saturdays
except when AWC meets,
2:00-4:00 PM in member's
home or virtual. Contact
Jerry Weiner.

Membership in the Atlanta Writers Club entitles members to participate
in or start their own AWC-sponsored writing and critique groups, where
you and your colleagues can help each other improve your writing

craft.
Above is the current list of active AWC writing/critique groups. If you have any
questions about any of these groups, or if you would like to start your own
group, please contact Officer Emeritus George Weinstein

mailto:brobbins@robbinslaw.com
mailto:calvinclark@yahoo.com
mailto:emileemcwilliams@gmail.com
https://sciencefictionwriting.substack.com/p/writing-science-fiction-and-fantasy#details
mailto:lisacoopervista@gmail.com
mailto:jrendance@hotmail.com
mailto:lsellers1942@gmail.com
mailto:lindasullivan3@gmail.com
mailto:beaufordarthur@gmail.com
mailto:Margaret.Richlin@cobbcounty.org
mailto:gjweinstein@yahoo.com
mailto:jerry@jerryweiner.com
mailto:george@atlantawritersclub.org.
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Membership Renewal

•You will receive an e-mail from
the system (showing
Executive Director George
Weinstein’s (e-mail address )
one month before your
membership expiration date.

•If you haven't renewed within
a week, you will receive
another e-mail every seven
days, with a final e-mail one
week from expiration.

•If the expiration date for your
membership passes without
renewal, the system will mark
your membership as expired.

•It is a good e-mail practice to
check your spam/junk folder
to see if any legitimate e-mail
has been misfiled there,
possibly including the email
you'll receive from George
prior to the expiration of your
membership.

The AWC has an automated system for tracking mem-
berships and alerting members when it's time to renew.
Without your continued support of the Atlanta Writers
Club we would not be able to bring fabulous speakers
to our meetings nor provide generous cash awards for
our annual writing contest.

I� ��� ��� ��������� � ������…

mailto:
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• Monthly Meetings.

• PeriodicWorkshops.

• Twice-Yearly AtlantaWriters Conference.

• Annual Atlanta Self-Publishing
Conference.

• CritiqueGroups.

• Writing ContestWith Cash PrizesAnd
Publication.

• OpportunitiesTo SellYour Books.

• FreeTicketsToAuthor Events.

• Free Monthly Newsletter

• Free Book Promotions

Membership Benefits

https://www.atlantawritersclub.org/membership.html.
mailto:george@atlantawritingclub.org
mailto:george@atlantawritingclub.org
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Membership Form
New Membership

Renewal

Name

Email Address Phone

Street Address

City, State, ZIP

AWC MEMBERSHIP DUES

One-Year Membership 60.00$      $

One-Year Student 10.00$      $

Five-Year Membership 250.00$    $

Lifetime Membership 499.00$    $

FAMILY MEMBERS (Enter names below) Number of

Family Members - One Year 30.00$      $

Family Members - One-Year Student 10.00$      $

Family Members - Five Year 125.00$    $

Family Members - Lifetime 250.00$    $

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION

AWC General Fund $

AWC Scholarship Fund $

TOTAL Make checks payable to Atlanta Writers Club $

Mail your check and this form to: Atlanta Writers Club

c/o Jerry Weiner, Treasurer

8080 Jett Ferry Road

Atlanta, GA 30350

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Yes! I would like to become an AWC Volunteer

Monthly Meetings Conferences Other

Family Members

Name

Email Address Phone

Name

Email Address Phone

Membership Form

Book Festivals


